An Awards Service for Lt. Ernest J. Boehner was held
at Beloit High School 7:00 pm Friday, March 13, 2009.
Lt. Boehner was killed on March 1, 1945 just short of
his 25™ birthday on a ground attack mission in his P-51
Mustang near Bad Wildungen, Germany. Lt. Boehner
was flying with the 78" Fighter Group, 82™ Fighter
Squadron out of Duxford, England. The Beloit, Kansas
VEFW Post # 6242 provided the presentation and
retiring of the Colors. Warren Inskeep, Chaplain of the
Cawker City, KS American Legion Post # 379 had the
invocation and benediction. Kelly Mc Nichols of Burr
Oak, KS welcomed Lt. Boehner family members and
guests. Mr. Mc Nichols showed a Power Point
presentation of the military life of Lt. Boehner. Two
local St. John’s Catholic High School students,
Richelle Perez and Vanessa Kresin shared talks. The
service awards were presented by Lt. Col. Rick Watson
Commander, 10™ Air Support Operations Squadron, Ft.
Riley, KS accompanied by Sgt. Major Arnold Lewis to
Mary Dillon and Ralph Boehner, sister and brother of
Lt. Boehner. A reception followed the awards
presentation hosted by the Beloit, KS VFW Post #6242
Auxiliary.

Lt. Ernest J. Boehner
April 8, 1920-March 1, 1945

Sgt. Major Arnold Lewis accompanied Lt. Col. Rick Watson in presenting awards to Ralph
Boehner (forefront) and Mary Dillon (rear)



Cousin Walt Séidel, sister Mary Dillon and brother Ralph Boehner with Lt. Ernest Boehner’s Service Awards

Lt. Ernest Boehner was the son of Fred and Laura Boehner and grew up on a farm near Glen Elder, KS. His siblings
included Cecil, Mary, Ralph and his twin brother, Earl. Lt. Boehner flew the PT-23 at Cape Girardeau, Missouri, the
BT-13 at Walnut Ridge, Arkansas and the AT-6 at Dothan, Alabama. At Clearwater, Florida, getting into the cockpit
of a Curtis P-40 must have been an exhilarating feeling. Lt. Boehner flew his first missions with the 33™ Pursuit
Squadron out of Patterson Field, near Keflavik, Iceland. Here the squadron flew anti-submarine and convoy patrol
missions. At Patterson Field the group flew P-40 and Republic P-47s. A photo supplied by sister-in-law, Doris
Boehner shows Lt. Boehner and his squadron mates.
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L/R Marle Brendle, Tom Donovan, Richard K. Corbett, John Custy, Howard Brockleman and Lucian Bibeau
Front L/R Joel Li and Ernest Boehner
Brendle, Boehner and Bibeau KIA 78" FG
Custy killed in Iceland on a training mission in a UC-64




Lt. Boehner transferred to the 78"FG, 82™ FG stationed in Duxford, England. Artist Nicolas Trudgian shows a scene
reminiscent of the base in his painting, “Duxford Eagles”. A link showing the print is: http:/www.military-
art.com/mall/more.php?ProdID=4253 .

Lt. Boehner stndin by his 78" FG, g2™ FS Mustang

Lt. Boehner’s first combat mission from Duxford was January 14, 1945. His last bomber escort mission in his
Mustang to Ulm, Germany was March 1, 1945 flying less than two months of combat. According to his
Squadron Commander, Richard Hewitt the final mission lasted 5:50. After escorting the bombers, the fighters
peeled off and looked for “targets of opportunity”. A copy of the Missing Air Crew Report shows the location of
the crash site of Lt. Boehner. A link to a German language website describing the same incident is:
http://www.luftkriegederbergland.de/flakfall.htm










With the help of Curt Shepard host of the 78" Fighter Group website at:
http://www.ulongbeach.com/78th MCAR_Homepage.html and Master Sgt. Matt Jepsen who translated the German

website, a picture of the final moments of Lt. Boehner emerges.

The town of Bad Wildungen near Wega, Germany had the only rail junction in the area during the final days of
the war. Several aircraft companies had stored parts in and around the area of the Wega tunnel. Many parts were
loaded onto rail cars in the marshalling yard at Bad Wildungen. Capt. Hewitt and Lt. Boehner were flying from
the northeast over the German town of Mandern toward the southwest to Wega and Bad Wildungen. Anti-aircraft
began firing at the Mustangs and Boehner was hit with a 20mm from a weapon located near the Wega tunnel
entrance. Being less than 500 feet off the ground, Lt. Boehner had little chance of survival. Hewitt mentions this
incident in his book, “Target of Opportunity”. Lt. Boehner was killed in the attack and was buried initially near
the town of Mandern. According the German website, his body was transferred after the war to a cemetery in
Holland. Yet later, his remains were brought to the Glenwood Cemetery located at Glen Elder, Kansas.
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Final resting place of Lt. Ernest Boehner in the Glenwood Cemetery, Glen Elder, K

Lt. Boehner’s Service Awards

The help that Congressman Jerry Moran and his Hays, KS office provided in preparation for this service cannot
be understated. Although Congressman Moran could not attend, he sent a note that was read at the service.
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March 13, 2009

Mr. Kelly McNichols
2256 80" Road
Burr Oak, Kansas 66936

Dear friends and family:

Tonight we come together to honor Lt. Ernest John Boehner. Through his
service to our country during World War i, Lt. Boehner paid the ultimate sacrifice when
he was killed in action while flying over Germany on March 1, 1945.

As a young man, Lt. Boehner was not quite 25 years old at the time of his death
Like so many members of “the greatest generation,” he served his country with great
distinction. In doing so, he fought for all of us.

There is no group that | admire and respect more than our nation’s veterans.
Tonight we thank Lt. Boehner and all of those who have fought to protect our freedoms
and our way of life. We also thank the family members of these veterans, the families
who never saw their brothers and sons again.

Thank you for your service, your commitment and your dedication to our country.
God Bless you and God Bless the United States of America.

Very truly yours,
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Jerry Moran
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Submitted by Kelly Mc Nichols



