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FORWARD

This document used as the main source, the Squadron
Daily Report, complied by the Intelligence section of the
68th squadron. Supporting this daily report, official air
force documents such as Missing Air Crew Reports, A-2
files and other air force documents relating to major
targets were used for broader view and a more detailed
account of the action. Several personal diaries plus
hundreds of air force orders along with first person actual
experience helped to make this document what it is today.
Several hundred former members of the squadron were
contacted by mail to assist in making this document more
complete. Many responded while others did not. Addi-
tions, corrections and deletions should be sent to the
historian so any future publications will be more accurate
and complete.
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Formation flying over England, Fall of 1942,
BLACKJACK with John Diehl leading and AVENGER with Nolan Cargile nearest camera.
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COMMANDERS OF THE 68TH SQUADRON

Captain Samford
Major Lawrence
Curtis D.Sluman
Robert Dean

Lt. Spencer

Curtis D. Sluman
Jack W. Guest
Marion D. Unruth
Francis H, MacDuff
James E. O'Brien
Thomas R. Cramer
John H. Diehl, Jr.
George R, Jansen

Robert J. Lehnhausen

January 15,1941
May 8, 1941
June 1, 1941
June 6, 1941
June 8, 1941
June 15,1941
October 28,1941
January 13, 1942
May 16, 1942
April 13, 1943
May 15, 1943
July 4, 1943
November 16,1943

April 11,1944
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May 7,1941

May 31,1941
June 6,1941
June 7, 1941
June 14, 1941
October 27, 1941
January 12, 1942
May 15, 1942
April 12, 1943
May 14, 1943
July 3, 1943
November 15, 1943
April 10, 1944

May 31, 1945
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The Early Days

FORMING

The greatest war in all of history struck like
lightning at dawn on September 1, 1939, when Nazi
Germany invaded Poland. Without warningthe Nazis
hit the Polish airfields at Grodno, Lwow, Cracow,
Lida and others, eliminating the Polish Air Force in
two days.

So World War II was born, with 2 Nazi blitz from
the air. As it had begun, so would the war be fought
and end. Aerial destruction would be a way of life in
Europe, and Hitler's Nazi Germany would eventu-
ally be brought to their knees by destruction (rom the
air that they could not imagine in their wildest
dreams.

England and France declared war on Germany
on September 3, 1939. Thus, within three days, war
was raging between two great powers. In quick suc-
cession, Germany overran much of Europe. The Nazi
Army cut off the four hundred thousand man British
Expeditionary Force from the French Army when
they broke through Belgium to the English Channel.
The RAF gained temporary air superiority over
Dunkirk when nearly three hundred and forty thou-
sand French and English troops were evacuated to
England in one of the most remarkable operations of
the war. Nazi troops were within a few miles of Paris
on June 10, when the Italians stabbed France in the
back by joining with Hitler. Caught between two
giant pincers, the French government fled Paris, On
June 22, the French capitulated and signed the
armistice. Hitler was ecstatic. He looked across the
Channel and declared that Britain was nothing more
than an Island and the Channel was just a river. He
boasted he would dictate peace from London by the
end of summer, His plan was simple and it was named
“Operation Sea Lion”: Phase 1-—the elimination of
the RAF, Phase 2—the invasion and defeat of Britain.
The Luftwafle was assigned the first phase. They
must succeed if Phase 2 was to be successful. The date
for “Alder Tag,” the beginning of the all-out attack
against the RAF, was Aupgust 10th, with the invasion
scheduled for September 15th. Before September
arrived it was evident to the German high command
that something had gone wrong. The RAF was get-
ting stronger, The Battle of Britain was at its peak.
The primary mission to destroy the RAF was all but
forgotten.

In America, production plants were gearing up
and the foundation for all-out production was taking

place. Then Japan made a snesk attack on Pearl
Harbor on December 7, 1941 and the United States
declared war on Japan and Germany. As early as
1938, President Roosevelt foresaw the coming con-
flict and the role the Air Force would play. He called
for a three hundred million dollar Army Air Corps
expansion, to include six thousand saircraft. After
Pearl Harbor, these plans were given top priority.
The lines at the enlistment centers all over America
were blocks long. Schools to train all phases of Air
Force personnel sprung up and they were filled to
capacity immediately,

In the semi-tropics of MacDill Field, Florida,
there came Into existence an organization that was
destined eventually to play a leading role in uphold-
ingthe glory and the honor that isan inherent quality
of the Military Forces of the United States. The exact
date that this organization was created was the 15th
of January, 1941, just short of a year before our
nation was plunged inte a war of survival for our way
of life in the face of a vastly superior enemy.

By Special Order Number 11, the 44th Bom-
bardment Group (Heavy) was activated from the
29th Bombardment Group. It consisted of three
squadrons—the 66th, 67th and last but not least, the
68th. The 68th Bombardment Squadron is the one
with which this document is primarily concerned.

One of our early crews from the 68th Squadron while
in training at Barksdale Field, LA (July 1942).
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The small cadre which made up the “Fighting
68th,” as it has since become known, formed the
nucleus of an organization with a stable and solid
cornerstone upon which the future deeds and action
might securely rest.

With a handful of men, Captain Samford as-
sumed command, beginning the long, tedious task of
molding an organization into a fighting and efficient
machine. For nearly a month the organization ex-
isted in name only. No material, no home was evi-
dent. The men were literally orphans of the Army.
Morale and enthusiasm was on the skids. Fortu-
nately, the third of February, 1941, brought the
tidings that a move to a permanent home was tooccur
atMacDill Field. The men were given their own mess,
their own barracks, and their own site upon which
they could commence the task of building. Now an
incentive and a stimulation, much needed, had been
provided.

Little time was lost in this task of organizing,
training, and equipping for greater tasks that were
ominously beginning to take shape in the world-wide
picture.

From the 13th of January 1941 until the 1st of

May, the “Fighting 68th"” grew from an infant size to
a body of enlisted men numbering 166, with one
officer, Major Samford, in command. The “old boys”
had the unenviable task of training these new men
into a well-knit and competent body of soldiers to
shoulder new responsibilities.

The 44th Bomb Group was the first Liberator
Unit in the Army Air Force. However, before the
fully trained group was to be sent overseas, it was to
form and train other Liberator Groups. The first of
these was the 98th, the Ninth Air Force’s Pyramid-
ers; the second was the 93rd, the Eight Air Force's
Traveling Circus; the third was the 92nd {later con-
verted to B-17's}, the Eighth Air Force’s Fame’s
Favorite Few; the fourth was the first Pacific B-24
Group, the 90th, the Fifth Air Force's Jolly Rogers.

On May 7th, five oflicers were assigned and
joined. On May 20th, Major Samford was transferred
to Headquarters, 3rd Air Force, and Major Lawrence
assumed command. May 31st saw seven officers and
one hundred and ninety two enlisted men in the
squadron; Captain Curtis Sluman assumed com-
mand.

June 3rd Captain Curtis Sluman was relieved of

The Minute Men Guard was formed utilizing the men of all three Squadrons based at Barksdale Field. The Field was secured by
these men twenty four houra a day, seven days a week. Note Joe Crisman in third row, standing sixth
from the right end. Tom Crump iz visible in the iral row on the left end.
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command and 2nd Lt, Dean was put in command
temporarily while Captain Sluman went DS on a
cross-country {light, Most of the officers and enlisted
men thatjoined the squadron during thistime formed
the nucleus for new squadrons that were being formed
for other groups while the 68th was undergoing OTU
(Operational Training Unit) programs.

On June 7th, 2nd Lt. Dean was relieved of
command and 2nd Lt. Spencer assumed command.
On dJune 14th Captain Sluman returned from his
cross-country trip and assumed command. July 31st
the squadron had two hundred and fifty enlisted men
and fourteen officers,

During this creative period morale and enthusi-
asm often hit the bottom of the barrel due to the
seemingly ceaseless drain on the personnel rosters
for the creation of new cadres. Officers and enlisted
men alike suflered the disturbing and disrupting
game of “checkers”—the ever shifting of responsi-
bilities, duties, and “home” in the Army.

The terrific expansion that the Air Force under-
went during this period affected nearly all parts of
the Air Force. This was necessitated by the ever
increasing demands that were being foisted upon the
Air Force. The war clouds were darkening and Brit-
ain was being pummeled by the very means by which
the enemy would ultimately be crushed in defeat: air
power, It would be naive to assume air power alone
will do thejob, but it certainly will play aleading part
in causing the enemy’s ultimate downfall.

Finally, on the 14th of July, the 68th wasreadied
for operations as a unit. Technical Sergeant William
(Bill) R. Davison was made First Sergeant; Major
Francis H. MacDulf was in command, as of the 15th
of May.

In a quick flashhack, these facts were pertinent:
1) the 29th Bombardment Group wasthe oldestofthe
newly activated Groups and hailed from Langley
Field, Virginia, under the new air expansion pro-
gram, and 2} the 44th Bombardment Group was the
oldest of the “new™ Groups that were forged from the
29th Bombardment group, having heen activated on
the 15th of January 1941, The squadrons that formed
the group were 66th, 67th and the 68th,

The first aircraft assipned to the 68th wasan A-
17,a two seater with a Praft & Whitney R-1830
engine, William H. Bohon was the erew chiefand C.E.
Lee and Marvin Cox were the two mechanics as-
signed to assist him. Marvin Cox told me while he was

up at Chanute Field attending mechanics school, the
A-17 disappeared. When he returned to the 68th,
they had two aircraft on the line, a B-17 and a B-18.
Marvin states these two aircraft may have been
loaners from the 29th Bomb Group.

Roy Erwin and Jim O'Brien visiting Jim's home in late
August 1942 while on a cross country training flight
{rom Will Rogers Field, OK

Asg time went by it became more and more evi-
dent that further breakups and movements would be
forthcoming. In the face of these looming changes the
daily life of the Squadron had taken a new lease on
activity. Living, working, and training conditions
were radically changing from ragged improvisation
into a well-knit organization. Social life at the camp
had been at a stand-still until the Enlisted Men's
Club at Clearwater, Florida was opened on the 4th of
July 1941, It was a day of gaiety and provided a very
definite stimulus to the general moral of the boys.
Athletic programs were held in conjunction with the
regular diet of living and training. Soon, all men
became bronzed and fit under the blazing Florida
gun.

The Group and Squadrons scon became im-
mersed inthe daily stint of local and cross-country
flying/training and playing their part as cogs in a
great wheel which comprised the Air Force, Asonany
other normal Sunday, the men and oflicers were
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either at work, on pass, or on leave—enjoying Sun-
day, the Tth of December 1941. It literally came out
of the blue sky: war. Qur Commander in Chiefnamed
it ag a “day that will live in infamy.” It would also go
down as a day for which all had been training and
waiting. Now an obvious incentive had been pro-
vided. Morale and seripusness of purpose surged to
new heights.

On October 27th, 1941, 1st Lt. Guest relieved
Major Sluman as commanding oflicer of the 68th
Bomb Squadron.

On January 12th, 1542 1st Lt. Chris H. W.
Ruster was appointed Flight commander and 1st L.
dack W. Guest was appointed squadron Gas officer.

danuary 23rd, 2nd Lt. Claude A. Culpepper was
appointed squadron Armament officer. 2nd Lt. Ray
L. Taylor was appointed squadron Operationsofficer
to succeed 2nd Lt. Homer E. Adams.

Feverish preparations for eventual combat duty
were accelerated and both enlisted men and officers
began to chafe at inaction. Finally, on the 7th of
February, 1342, the organization was moved to
Barksdale Field, Louisiana, and here began definite
preparation and training of the Group asan exclusive
B-24 (Liberator) organization. Further transfers and
newly added personnel took place—OTU (Opera-
tional Training Unit) began in earnest and the squad-
rons began to “shape up” into (ine well-trained units
with equally well-trained and skilled ground person-
nel.

Barksdale Field, a pre-war field, was a paradise
in the mushrooming growth of army fields. It was a
permanent base and every convenience was at hand.
Life there was thoroughly enjoyed by all. Asa “home”
to the boys, no more {itting locale could be found.

February 19th, Captain Marion D. Unruth suc-
ceeded Lt. Colonel Sluman as squadron commanding
officer.

From the 1st of February to the middle of July
the 68th Bomb Squadron’s administrative personnel
was constantly changing because the various new
Cadres formed from the 68th were utilizing our
officers, The following is a list of Administrative
Duties of the officers of this period of OTU and up to
the time the squadron was put on operational status.
This list shows the changes made when the cadres
left the squadron:

Room occupied by Tom Cramer, Jim Dubard, Jim
O'Brien, Tom Landrum and Reggie Phillips at Will
Rogers Field, OK before Orderlies were assigned to
maintain Officers quarters,

February 22nd, 1942, 2nd L£, Francis M. Whit-
tock,Jr., was appointed squadron Adjutant and Mess
officer.

The duties of officers at this time were as
follows:

2nd Lt. Norman P. Tucker, squadron Engineering
officer,

2nd Lt. Homer E. Adams, squadron Operation offi-
cer.

2nd Lt. Robert I. Paulin, squadron Armament officer.
2nd Lt. Cecil E. Patterson, squadron Intelligence
officer.

2nd Lt. Marlin F. Schanland, squadron A & R officer.
2nd Lt. Robert J. Nester, squadron Communications
officer.

2nd Lt. Clarence A. Roitsch, squadron Transporta-
tion officer.

On March 13, 1942, there were thirty oflicersin
the squadron, most of whom had been recently
commissioned. Some of their duties were as follows:

Captain Robert C. Orth,

squadron Operations officer.
2nd Lt. Norman P, Tucker,

squadron Technical Supply officer.
2nd Lt. George E. Sloan,

squadron Armament oflicer.
2nd Lt. Robert I. Paulin,

squadron Communications officer,
2nd Lt. Robert L. Nestor, Jr.,

squadron Transportation officer.
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2nd Lt. Charles E. Thomas,

squadron Adjutant and Mess oflicer.
2nd Lt. James E. O’Brien,

squadron Engineering officer,
2nd Lt. Ralph P. Thompson,

squadron School officer.

April 10, 1942

2nd Lt. John J. Bily,

squadron Communications officer.
2nd Lt. Robert J. Nesper,

squadron assistant Armament officer.
2nd Lt. Earl M. Hobson,

squadron Engineering officer.
2nd Lt. Calvin W, Glendenning,

squadron Intelligence officer.
2nd Lt. Henry A. Fischer,

squadron Statistical officer.
2nd Lt. John H, Diehl,

assistant Adjutant to the squadron.
2nd Lt. Walter T. Holmes, Jr.,

assistant squadron Supply officer.
2nd Lt. Eugene G. King,

squadron Transportation officer.

Each time a cadre was formed, the squadron
would be split up and the duties for officers would be
constantly changed.

April 24th

2nd Lt, Clayton R. Lomneth,
squadron Technical Supply officer.
2nd Lt. Carl C. Thompson,
squadron Supply & asst. Armament officer,

May 15th

Major Francis H. MacDuff
became Commanding QlTicer.
2nd Lt, Roy B. Erwin,
squadron Postal officer.
1st Lt. Shirley A. Kolpin,
squadron Operations officer.
2nd Lt. Marlin F. Schanland,
squadron Intelligence officer.
2nd Lt. John H. Diehl, Jr.,
in addition to his other duties was appointed
squadron Mess officer.
2nd Lt. Thomas R. Cramer,
squadron Supply officer.
2nd Lt. John J. Bily,
custodian of the squadron fund,

May19th

2nd Lt. Thomas R. Cramer,

squadron Adjutant,
2nd Lt. Alexander E. Munsell,

squadron Supply officer.
2nd Lt, Robert A. Norsen,

squadron Communications officer.
2nd Lt. T.M. Winger,

squadron Technical Supply officer.
2nd Lt. Roy B. Erwin,

squadron Intelligence officer,
2nd Lt. Marlin F. Schanland,

squadron unit Oxygen officer.

June 2nd

2nd Lt, Zach A. Johnson,

squadron Technical Supply officer.
2nd Lt. Jack B. Ryan,

squadron Supply officer.
2nd Lt, Louis H. Tally,

squadron Communications officer.

June 13th

Znd Lt, Thomas R, Cramer,

appointed custodian of squadron funds.
2nd Lt. Carl C. Thompson,

appointed squadron Armament officer

and squadron Chemical Warfare ofFicer.
2nd Lt, Thomas W. Landrum,

squadron Engineering officer and Technical

Supply officer.

July 14th

Ready for operation as a Unit, these men became
responsible for performing the following duties:
Technical Sgt. William R. Davison
appointed 1st Sergeant,
2nd Lt. Jack W. Bass,
squadron Adjutant and custodian of the
squadron fund.
2nd Lt. Harry A, Durham,
squadron Mess officer.
2nd Lt. Robert C. Dickens,
squadron Intelligence officer.
2nd Lt. Clarence M. Dooley,
squadron Qrdnance officer.
2nd Lt. Michael J, Neri,
squadron Communications officer.
1st Lt. Otto Thurmann,
squadron Supply and Transportation officer.
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1st Lt. Robert A. Norsen,
squadron Operations officer,

2nd Lt. Car] C. Thompson,
squadron Armament and Chemical Warfare
officer,

Lt. Diehl, who joined the squadron on March 20,
1942, went on Sub patrol in the months of April and
May with Lt. Erwin and Captain O’Brien over the
Gulf of Mexico. They flew a ship from the 66th
squadron and used men from the 68th for the crew.
On July 10th they destroyed a submarine at 2010
hours, but because of the darkness no pictures could
be taken without using flares. There were no flares
on board so it was a long time before the Navy
confirmed the destruction of this U boat.

NARRATIVE OF B-24 AIRCRAFT ON SUB
MARINE PATROL MISSION OVER THE
GULF OF MEXICO ON JULY 10, 1942

CREW MEMBERS
Pilot Lt.Robert A, Norsen
Co-Pilot Lt, John H. Diehl, Jr.
Observer Capt. B. Solomon
Navigator Lt. LeRoy Perlowin
Assistant RO, Sgt. W.G. Meers
Radio Op. Sgt. D.H.Ingram
Engineer Sgt. Tauno I. Metsa
Bombardier Sgt. G.W. Guilford
Photo Gunner Sgt. CW. Carlton
Tail Gunner Sgt. M.L. Spears
Assistant Eng. Bgt. Saul S. Suskind

¥ W A T T e
S T - e
CAAD-12-2 -84 0C18 -3-433C (23816 B-HD No 2 BNGRE

RESTRICTED )

.50 caliber hole in No. 2 propellor of BLACK JACK.

At 0930 hours, this aircraft departed from
Barksdale Field, Louisiana, as ordered, to patrol a
specified area of the Gulf of Mexico, While flyingatan
altitude of 1500 feet, the bombardier released a 300
pound demolition bomb over an area of water which
appeared dark. However the peculiarity was formed
by a school of fish in the area, as was confirmed by
s0INE crew members.

As the aircraft was flying on the last leg of the
search, the photographer ohserved a suspicious boat
on the horizon toward the south. This area was
located approximately 120 miles south of Mobile,
Alabama. The aircralt was approximately 20 miles
south ofits course. The pilot remained in this general
vicinity for approximately 15 minutes, and the co-
pilot cbserved a submarine surfaced at the starboard
side. The pilot made an approach against the sun in
order to observe the reflection made by the subma-
rine more clearly. The pilot then made a left turn for
one-half & minute, and prepared to make a bombing
run. By this time only the periscope of the sub was
vieible. The bombardier had only fifteen seconds for
his bombing run and made an approach at an altitude
of 1500 feet about thirty degrees across the bow of the
submarine, using P.D.I. instruments. The bombing
run was made at 2010 hours.,

Both the engineer and radio operator observed
the bombing results from the bomb-bay section. The
bombardier released four bombs, in the [ollowing
order: one depth charge, one 300 pound demolition
bomb, one depth charge, and one 300 pound demoli-
tion bomb, All charges were set to go off in train, 50
feet apart. Excellent hits were observed. The first
charge hit behind and short of the periscope wake;
one demolition bomb hit directly in the center; and
the other depth charge hit even with the bow.

In confirming the successful sinking of the
submarine, the following facts should be mentioned:
a greater explosion wasseen from the dropping of the
300 pound demolition bomb on the submarine than
had previously been made with a similar bomb that
was dropped earlier in the day on a school of fish. The
marker beacon light was on just prior to bombingand
also on the actual bombing run. It remained on while
two more runs were being made. A great deal of
debris was observed in this area as well as an ex-
tremely large oil patch. Two large black shadows
were also observed, which remained on the water for
five minutes and then seemed to drift apart and
disappear. These observations were made from an
altitude of 200 feet.
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Darkness was approachingrapidly and prevented
better visibility. Two positions of the sinking were
radioed by the radio operator, Sgt. Ingram, and the
aircraft patrolled the area for about thirty minutes.
The pilot was obliged to return to base because of [uel

shortage.

The pilot commends the bombardier on such an
excellent performance; for his bombing run was the
shortest and most accurate he had ever witnessed, He
also wants to commend the entire crew for such
excellent vigilance as they maintained, for they had
remained at their stations for nine hours, making
continuous ohservations.

/e/ Robert C. Dickens

{t/ Robert C. Dickens,
1st Lt, Air Corps,
Sqd.Intelligence Officer.

This sinking was commended by Major General
Chaney, Commanding General of the Eastern De-
{ense Command.

Gene Holmesa and Minor Newlin
Operations

One of our ground crews of the 88th -- Lelt to right:
Howard Foley-Crew Chief, Robert Chant and Dale
Murphy-Mechanics, with Jack "Chiggerhead” Waites
on the ground.

The period {rom April to September 1942 saw
the squadron with but eight flying officers to instruct
and check out combat men assigned to the squadron
for OTU. There were no ground officers and the
duties for officers in May were:

Major Unruth, Commanding Officer.

Captain MacDuff, Operations officer.

Lt, Thomas, Adjutant,

Li. Diehl, asst. Adjutant, Mess office, Custodian of
squadron funds.

Lt. Cramer, Adjutant succeeding Lt. Thomas. *

Lt. O'Brien, Engineering officer.

L, Phillips, Athletic and Recreation officer.

Lt. Holmes, Instructor Pilot.

Lt. Dubard, Asst. Mess officer.

Capt. MacDuff succeeded Major Unruth as
Commanding Officer and Lt. Norsen became Opera-
tions officer, Capt. MacDulff was promoted to Major
and then Capf. Reed came into the squadron as
Operations officer. Capt. Reed was transferred to

" Group Headquarters and Capt. Norsen went back to

11

Operations officer.

The Officers Training Unit was to check off
pilots only, so they had very little opportunity for
checking off complete crews, Pilots were checked off
with transitional flying as crews were formed. The
98th, 93rd, 92nd and 90th Groups were formed and
they took personnel and equipment from the 44th.
Bombardiers and Navigators joined the Group and
they were all put into the 90th and 93rd Bomb
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Groups, The 68th had more flying time than any
other squadron, and yet it only had five beat-up
wrecks for planes. These planes were 3 LB-30s and
two B-24s. The 68th was one of the first squadrons to
be assigned Liberators exclusively and much of the
development of this type of aircraft was due to sug-
gestions made by the men of this Squadron.

Practice bombs were dropped by enlisted bom-
bardiers, M/Sgt. Crisan, 5/5gt. Guilford, Sgt. Nealon,
Sgt. Bloomfield, Sgt. McMackin and Sgt. Edmonson,
The athletic programs provided some hotly contested
baseball games at Barksdale, and the personnel of
this squadron made very good use of Barksdale’s
famous gymnasium, The time spent on Sub Patrol
aided the pilots in gaining experience as navigators.
It also provided the radio operators with invaluable
experience.

The squadron spent a few weeks in July moving
equipment and men, and packed everything in prepa-
ration for a transfer to an unknown base. On July
25th, the squadron ground personnel marched to a
train convoy to the tunes of snappy band music. On
the 25th, the squadron arrived at Will Rogers Field,
Oklahoma City, and was later joined by the air eche-
lon. It was here that the squadron prepared them-
selves for operational duty as a separate unit, and
formation flying commenced. The majority of per-
sonnel had little experience in this new phase of
work; most of the navigators and bombardiers were
being assigned at this time. The air echelon trained
together as crews for a very short time in preparation
for their future combat assignment,

The squadron was at Will Rogers Field, and
everyone knew that they would soon be leaving for
overseas. The order was expected at any time, but
first, additional personnel would have to be assigned
for combat crews, The additional men to {ly the
planes arrived on the 3rd of August, and intensive
training was being undertaken by all men of the
Organization for their own military assignments,

The officers assigned to the squadron on the 3rd
were 15t Lt. Bean, 2nd Lts Ager, Beatty, Bronstetter,
Collier, Crawford, Deavenport, Flynn, Garrett, Glass,
Grant, Howell, Hughes, Inman, Kielman, Klekar,
Light, McCants, Nelson, Pence, Pitman, Sand, Ga-
vin, Santos, Schmeisser, Shields, Sies, Stine, Toczyl,
Vanevery and Gregory.

On the 6th, 2nd Lt's Kaitala, Moore, Swanson,
Houston and 1st Lt. Clark were assigned and joined
the squadron, '

Rumor has it that the 44th picked up the name
of the FLYING EIGHTBALLS at Will Rogers Field.
Colonel Frank W. Robingon, the Commanding Offi-
cer was talking with Captain Goodman C. Griffin
regarding the upcoming shipment to an overseas
base, Robinson said he could not understand how the
Air Force could even think that he could go into
combat with this group of misfits, ninety day won-
ders, and oddballs. He has never seen such a bunch of
eightballg in his entire military career.

By the time our combat crews landed at
Shipdham a few weeks later with twenty seven new
B24-D Liberators, the paint was on hand and the
artist was assigned his most important assipnment to
date: put that insignia on each of our planes!

The FLYING EIGHTBALLS of the 44th Bomb Group
were ready to give the Jerries a go.

General Johnson and Freddie Scheidegper
Crew Chicf of ITAG MAG.
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The Flying Eight Ball Insignia.
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SHIPMENT OVERSEAS

On August 25th, Captain Alfred C. Carr, Jr,
assumed command of the pround echelon, and we left
Will Rogers Field, Oklahoma for Fort Dix, New Jer-
sey. We arrived at Fort Dix at 1500 hours on August
28th. Orderly rooms were set up and final processing
was started for overseas shipment. On September
4th, “B” bags of the ground echelon and other organ-
izational equipment were sent to the Cunard White
Star Pier. The squadron boarded a train which went
to Jersey City. The squadron then boarded a ferry
and crossed the Hudson River to the pier. At 1930
hours we boarded the HMS Queen Mary and she
sailed at 1500 hours on September 5th,

Men were assigned cabins and deck space, which
they occupied 24 hours alternately. Each man was
given a button with a number representing what
sitting he was to attend at mess. These buttons were
of certain colors, designating what part of the ship
was to be occupied by the man.

Two meals were served per day at approximately
0900 and 1630 depending on what sitting the man
had. Emergency drill was held every morning after
the first meal and there were no exceptions from
attending the drill. The balance of the time was spent
at various diversions: shooting craps, playing poker
and bridge, eating candy and cookies and drinking
soda pop from the px, reading, and in just browsing
about the huge ship sunning and watching the water
£0 by. Many became seasick and their discomfort was
apparent and quite pathetic to those unaflected.

The crossing was a tense ordeal with the ship
being unescorted and the submarine menace at full
sway. Subs had been reported at one time, g0 a course
of deviation of about four hundred miles to the north
was set, bringing out the warmer clothes as shields
against the Arctic weather area,

Otherwise, the trip was largely uneventful as a
first trang-Atlantic crossing for the vast majority of
the men.

Each man had a rifie and, to save space in the
hold, each man carried sixty rounds in his cartridge
belt. The “chow lines” would extend from the boat
deck down to the dining rooms, five decks below.
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Every day at noon the men would moveeither to
the deck or to the cabin where they would spend the
next twenty fours hours. The officers accompanying
this troop movement took turns acting as Squadron
“Officers of the Day” to supervise the handling of the
men. There were canteens open six hours during the
day and the lines of potential customers would be
formed as much as two hours in advance.

On the last day, September 10th, a line was
formed from the hold to the upper decks and rations
were passed along this human chain for the mens
use in route from the Port to their new stations.

On September 11th, at 0730 hours, the Queen
Mary steamed into the Firth of Clyde at Gouroch,
Scotland. She steamed slowly up the River Clyde to
Greenock. Needless to say, every man aboard ship
was enthralled and awed by the sheer beauty of this
harbor. They filled their eyes with the beauty of the
vast ancient estates that bordered the river banks;
silently stared at the sweeping hills and skidding-
cloud flecked skies and wondered: “could this be war
for which we are here?” There was some evidence at
hand that war was or had been nearby: sunken masts
protruding from the water level, damaged buildings
scattered over the slopes—but one had to observe
closely to note these facts.

The Queen Mary dropped anchor, and the un-
loading began to smaller boats that bobbed about the
hugebow of the Queen. When the boys set [cot on the
shores of Scotland they were greeted with joyous
enthusiasm from the sturdy Scots and by the color-
fully kilted band with their complicated sets of bag-
pipes. The boys then made their way to the quaint
trains that seemed toy-like and odd when compared
to the vastly larger trains found in the States, The
Red Cross was on hand with tea, cakes, and refresh-
ments for the travel-weary boys. This fine gesture
went straight to the hearts of the soldiers. Alter the
trains were loaded, the long, slow trip began with
Cheddington, England as the destination for the 44th
Group. The ethereal and poetic beauty of the Scotch
and English countryside began slowly to unfold to the
Glz and Officers as the train sped onwards toward its
destination. We arrived there at 0330 hours, Septem-
ber 12th, and set up station on the 13th.
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CHEDDINGTON

Here began the indoctrination procedures on
the ENGLISH way of life, on security measures, and
on the sundry of other activities that encompass
army living and work,

The following officers accompanied the overseas
trip with the 68th Bomb Squadron Ground Echelon:

2nd Lt, Bass, Jack W.

2nd Lt. Bledsoe, John D,
Capt. Carr, Alfred C.

1st Lt. Clark, John N.

2nd Lt. Dickens, Robert C.
2nd Lt. Dooley, Clarence M.
2nd Lt. Durham, Harry A.
2nd Lt. Gavin, John M.

2nd Lt. Glettler, Bernard U,
2nd Lt. Kaitala, Henry E,
1st Lt. LaCour, Bennett J.
2nd Lt. Lehr, Russell C.

2nd Lt, Mervis, Irwin

2nd Lt. Neri, Michael J.

2nd Lt. Moore, Kenneth H.
2nd Lt, Sand, Chris, Jr.

2nd Lt. Swanson, Clark E,
2nd Lt. Thompson, Carl E.
2nd Lt. Woodruff, Herbert C.

The following enlisted men went overseas as a
part of the 68th Bomb Squadron Ground Echelon;

Pvt. Abeyta, Isaac

Cpl. Abrahamson, Ernest E.
Pfe. Adkins, Alfred

Ple. Alcorn, Robert W.
Pvt. Alcott, William H,
Pvt. Alvarez, Rafael C.
Cpl. Anderson, Clarence M.
T/Sgt. Bagdonas, Alfred A.
Pvt, Baldwin, William H.
M/Sgt, Balz, Francis E.
Pvt. Baba, Jack

Sgt. Barron, Ralph E.

Pvt. Bauman, Francis A.
Pvt. Bearnes, James W,
Pvt. Beaver, Harold D.
Pfe. Belyeu, Darrell D,
S/Sgt. Bender, Carl E.
M/Sgt. Berry, Lewis B.

Pfc. Bibiano, Manuel

Pfe. Blair, Robert O.
S/Sgt. Bloomifield, Phillip J.
Pfe. Bolonas, Robertd.
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Pvt. Bolton, William B.
Spt. Bolza, Michael

Sgt. Bowery, James W,
S/Sgt. Boyer, James F. Jr.
Pfe. Brignac, Marion J.
Cpl. Brooker, David C.
Cpl. Brostow, Henry

Cpl. Brownstein, Murray
S/Sgt. Bryant, George W.
Pic. Burton, Robert E. +
Pvt. Busby, Charles C,
Pvt. Butler, Richard J. »—
Pvi. Calbert, Clifford G.
Pvt. Callender, Harry d.
S/Sgt. Calvin, William A,
Pvt. Carlson, Edwin B,
Pvt. Carlson, Max L,
S/Sgt. Carlton, Clyde W,
Cpl. Carsells, Nicholas J.
Sgt. Chant, Robert G.
Pvt. Cirami, Anthony J.
Cpl. Clark, Hillard D.

Cpl. Cleveland, Harvey A.
Pfc. Close, Buster

Pvt. Closson, William L.
Pvt. Coffman, Robert A.
Plc. Collins, Griffin P,
5/5gt. Collins, Robert J.
Pfe. Conley, Fred M.

Sgt. Copeland, John H.
Pvi. Corrigan, Michael J.
Cpl. Cortwright, Henry A.
Sgt. Cramer, Barton D.
Pvt. Crimmings, Robert J.
M/Sgt. Crisan, Norius

Pvt. Crisman, Joseph C.
Pvt. Crump, George T.
Pvt. Cypher, Edward A,
Pvt. D'Anna, Albert J.
Pvt, Dalton, Ralph L.

Sgt. Dart, Howard F.

Pvt. David, Clifford
T/Sgt. Davison, William R.
Pvt. Dawson, Charles E.
Cpl. DeGroat, Hobart C.
Pfe. Delaney, William J.
Cpl. DeTota, Joseph A.
Cpl. DiPerio, Ivo F.

Sgt. Doucette, Robert C.
Pvt. Dunbar, Chester A.
T/Sgt. Eberhardt, John W.
Cpl. Edmonston, Grover A.
Cpl. Edwards, Franklin Q.
Pvt. Eley, William A.

Pvt. Esmar, William
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Pfe. Esper, William D.
Pvt. Feinberg, Arthur W.
Cpl. Feldman, Milton
Sgt. Feldman, Theodore L.
Cpl. Ferrell, Robert O.
Pic. Fisgus, Frederick C.
Pvt. Flesher, Issac A.
Pvt. Florko, Theodore A.
Cpl. Floyd, Bernard B.
5/5gt. Foley, Howard J.
Sgt. Ford, Julius D.

Sgt. Franklin, Charles B.
Pvt. Fredrickson, Donald

Pvt. Froehlich, Raymond B,

Ple, Fulford, Sammie R.
M/Sgt. Gammage, Robert L.
Cpl. GQGarrard, James M.

Pic. Gaurconskas, Edward C.

Pvt. Gay, Ross W.

Sgt. Gentry, Herbert H.
Cpl. George, James W.
Pvt. Geriek, Michael

Cpl. Gildersleeve, Ivan L.
Sgt.  Gillis, Albert T.

Pvt. Gilmour, Donald W,
Pvt. Girty, Albert A,

Pvt. Glazor, William

Pvt. Glowski, Clarence A,
Sgt. Goldstein, Jack

Cpl. Goucher, Max E.
Pyt. Grimes, Eugene L.
S/Sgt. Guilford, George W.
M/Sgt. Hale, Norman N.
Pfe. Harh, James P.

Pvt. Harmon, Charles
Cpl. Hawthorne, Clyde W.
Pfe. Heard, Virgil S.

Cpl. Hedinger, Herbert A.
Cpl. Heinrich, Emi]

Pfc. Heiss, Clifford A
Cpl. Hicks, Carl C.

S/Sgt. Hill, Harold L,

Cpl. Hilty, Percy W.

Pfc. Hoffman, Harvey E.
Pvt. Holloway, John W.
Pvt. Hoover, Preston
Sgt. Hryvniak, Russell
5/8gt. Hulsey, William T.
Cpl. Hunter, Harold R.
Pvt. Ingrassia, Phillip P.
Cpl. Jacob, White A,

Cpl. Jacob, William M.
Cpl. Johnson, Cecil A.
Cpl. Johnson, Ponie C.
Pvt. Kane, Maurice R,
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Cpl. Kania, Henry

Cpl. Kilford, George A.
Pic. Kinning, Robert B.
Cpl. Kmetz, Edward

Pvt. Koch, Adam

Pvt. Koch, John L.

5/5gt. Koontz, James H.

Pfe, Kramer, Chris

Pvt. Krueger, Robert O,
Pvt. Kruich, Henry

Pvt. Landers, Howard

Pvt. Langley, Omer G.
Sgt. Laughlin, Henry d.
Pvt. Lawrence, Cecil J.
Pvt. LeJune, Charles P.
T/Sgt. Lee, Claude E,

Cpl. Lee, Herbert H.

Sgt.  Lee, Robert dJ.

Cpl. Lillard, James F.

Pvi. Lloyd, Jack L.

Sgt. Lloyd, John B,

Pvt. Long, Virgil B.

Pic. Lucchesi, Mateo

Cpl. MacCammond, James R,
Pfe. Maggard, Clyde

Pfc. Magnuson, Lester
Pfc. Manley, Gerald P.
Pfc. Manter, Robert 1.
M/Sgt. Marvil, Walter W,
Sgt. Mathews, Harold G.
Pvt. Mauer, Joseph

Cpl. McCarty, Lanville O.
Sgt. MecGlynn, Jack G.
S/5gt. McGrady, Leo V. Jr,
Pvt. McKinnon, Wallace W.
Cpl. McMakin, Charles G. -
Pvt, Moore, Heath

Pfc. Moore, Ralph E,

Pfe, Morris, Louis W.

Sgt. Moyer, Henry

S/Sgt. Murrell, Loughridge C.
Sgt. Musser, James F,
Sgt. Nanson, Fred A,

Cpl. Nealon, Walter K.
Pvt. Netolicky, Maxwell
Pvt. Newlin, Minor C.

Sgt. Pastorkovitch, Nick J,
5/Sgt. Patty, Ernest R,

Cpl. Perry, Delbert O.

Sgt. Pigg, Charlie C. dr.
Pfc. Quesiberry, Frederick
Sgt. Rabesa, Louie Jr.

Sgt. Rector, Wayne M.
Sgt. Reynolds, Buford J.
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Sgt. Reynolds, Oliver G.

Pvt. Richardson, Edward J.

Sgt. Rifkin, Morton S.
Pvt. Riverbark, Gordon
Pvt. Rodriquez, Pedro T.
Sgt. Rooks, Arthur F.
Sgt. Roscher, Irvin E.
Pvt. Rose, George A.
Pvt. Rucker, Robert W.
T/Sgt. Russell, Herbert J.
Pfe. Russo, Santo

M/Sgt. Salter, Hughlette H.
Cpl. Schad, George F.
Sgt. Scheidegger, Freddy
Cpl. Scholl, John M.

Pvt. Scholljengerdes, Kenneth

Pvt. Scott, Phillip
Pvt. Scrnei, Saverio C.
Pvt. Seymour Verie R.
Pvt. Shaffer, Orlo U.
Pvi. Sherba, Frank
Pvt. Shevlin, John

Pvt, Shoemaker, George D.

Pvt. Show, James M.
M/Sgt. Simpson, Joe H.
Cpl. Singer, Harry J.
Pvt. Sinkus, Albert N.
Pvt, B8iska, Joseph R,
Pvt, Siverston, Kenneth
Cpl. Six, Harvey G.

Sgt. Skinner,Carlois H.
Pfe. Sloan, Fredd.

Pfe. Smith, Frederick J.
Pvt, Smith, Nick B.

Sgt. Smith, Theron F.
Pvt. Snapp, Claude E.
Pvt. Sperling, Harold H.
Pvt, Spraklin, Justus L.
Pvt, Stillwell, Roy C.
S/Sgt. Stine, Ralph J.

Cpl. Straccioni, Michael A.
Pvt, Subject, Adam
T/Sgt. Suskind, Saul

Cpl. Sweigard, George A,
Pvt. Synoweic, Walter J.
Pvt. Tarquinio, Joseph
Cpl. Taylor, Orand,
8/5gt. Taylor, Robert D.
Pvt. Thomas, Clyde

Pfc. Thomason, Robert U,

Pvt. Todd, Robert T.

Pvt. Todd, Wilbur C.

Pvt. Toles, Robert J.

Cpl. Tracy, Edward F.
Pvt, Trevino, Ernesto L.
Pfe. Tribke, George C.
Pvt. Tripe, Leland J.

Sgt. Tull, Donald D.

Pfc. Turley, Ernest C,
Pvt. Ukens, Emil R,

Cpl. Ulatowski, Frank K.
Pvt. Unger, Emil W.

Sgt. Urban, Louis

Pvt. Uzarowski, Casimer J.
Cpl. Van Oyen, Harold D,
Pvt. Vasquez, Octaviano
Pic. Vaughn, Alvin R,
Pvt. Vaughn, Romie

Pvt. Vergo, Thomas C.
Set. Villemez, Lawrence R.
Pfe. Wachowski, Felix
Pvi. Wagner, Charles H.
Cpl. Waites, Doyle D,
Pvt. Walkowick, Anthony
Pvt. Wallo, John C.

Pvt. Waltz, Herbert W,
Pyvt. Warmuth, Laurence
Cpl. Warnigus, Alex

Cpl. Webster, Norman W,
Pvi. Weems, Manuel

Pvt. Westlake, Robert
Pfc. Whittington, Robert S.
Pvt. Wickham, William G.
Pvt. Wilder, Arthur Q.
Pyt. Williamsg, Henry H,
T/Sgt. Williams, Richard D.
Pvi. Williams, Truit

Pvi. Willson, Daniel R.
Pfe. Wilson, Arthur B.
Pvt. Wilson, John

Pvt. Winiarski, Walter E.
Pvt. Wiseman, Douglas D,
Sgt. Wood, Francis M.
Pvt. Wood, Theodore M.
Pvt. Woolf, Joseph R,

Sgt. Wolfe, Chester R.
Pvt. Wright, Euereh

Pvt. Wright, Vernon

Pyvt. Yermack, Murry
M/Sgt. Zarnosky, John W,
Pvt. Zehm, Omar B,
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Ass't. Eng. 5/Sgt. Frederick W. Clark 11033143 Ship 41-23699 LEMON DROP

Radio Op. M/Sgt. Benjamin F. Duke 6376260 B hs LErR — PpctsTo U5,

Gunner Sgt. Glen C. Pierson 39175146  Pilot 1st Lt. Reginald H. Phillips 0-435703

Passenger Capt.Ralph H, Reigelman {G.Hq) Co-Pilot 2nd Lt. Wilmer J. Garrett 0-727982
0-372488 Navigator  2nd Lt. John C. Adams 0-726963

Passenger  Major James T. Posey (G.Hg) Bombardier 2nd Lt. Robert A. LaFleur 0-727351

0-20850 Engineer T/Sgt. Frank W. Gavin 7001236
Asg't. Eng.  5/Sgt. Hylan V., S8immons 12029962
Radio Op.  5/Sgt. Donald H, Ingram 39164255
Asg’t. R.Op Sgt. Carl E. Cleland 35401281
Gunner Sgt. Henry G. Hayes, Jr. 14058968

Captain Harry "Bull” Durham - Squadron Adjutant has Lieutenant
Charleg Cary - Pilot in a brace in our own [ront yard.

Sam Scrnci - Orderley was one of cur originala.
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Laurenca Warmuth, Robert Chant and Clyde Thomas.
Aireraft Mechanics in front of the Red Cross Club.

John Diehl's Crew — Standing lef} to right:

Herbert. Light - Bombardier.
Unknown.

Louis Girard - Co-Pilot.
John Diehl - Pilot

Kneeling:

Herbert Gentry - Engineer.
Steven Sevick - Radio Operatar.
Milford Speer - Gunner.
Clyde Carlton - Gunner
Seated:

Joe Ward - Gunner,

Patrich McAtee - Gunner.

Jim O'Brien's Crew — Back row - Lell to right:
Unknown.

Robert Billman ~ Engineer.

Jim O'Brien - Pilot.

Malcolm Howell - Co-Pilot.
John Bledsoe - Navigator.
Harold Van Oyen - Gunner.
Front Row - Lefl to right:
LeRoy Richwine - Gunner.
Kenneth McCabe - Gunner.
Norris Crisan - Bombardier.
Robert Wright - Radio Operator.
Edward Waile - Gunner.
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OUR FIRST YEAR

23




Our First Year

Shipdham Airdrome — Station 115. December 1943, The main runway was laid out east to west. The Lthree hangera
are just below the main runway and to the right. The 68th Squadron occupied the diapersala starting on the south
side of the main runway and continuing around the end of the main runway and on down the north side for the next
five or six dispersals. Theliving quarters as well as the Hospital and the Community Center waa well dispersed south
of the fight line.
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CHAPTER Il
OUR FIRST YEAR

OPERATIONAL

American fiyers who began swarming into the
British Islands during the summer months of 1942
brought to the air war a flamboyant style along with
a controversial bombing strategy. Equally free with
their money, their emotions and their opinions, they
were the {irst Americans to inspire the celebrated
British lament that the trouble with the Yanksisthey
are overpaid, oversexed, and over here.

Qur projected strategy unsettled the British
even more than our style. We proposed what the
British believed was hopeless, to bomb Germany by
day! The RAF had tried it and found it too costly.
Night bombing was more effective and not as costly.
Harris and his Bomber Command were convinced
that the war would be shortened by many months if
we were to join them in night bombing, Although
cordial, they were very cool to the ideas that worked
very ellective in the clear skies of the United States,
with no flak or enemy fighters; but, they said we
would find things different over Germany.

General Hap Arnold had chosen General Ira
Eaker to head up the 8th Air Force, Harris and Eaker
struckitofffrom the start. By October, 1942, “Eaker's
amateurs” had flown 13 missions against the Ger-
mans throughout France, Belgium, and Holland with
the loss of only two hombers. One gunner estimated
he had attended 65 briefings only to complete 15
missions, Eaker lost 100 bombers to the invasion of
North Africa by the transfer of two groups, while the
rest of his force was sent to blast the submarine bases
in France. By the end of 1942 the daylight bombing
effort was bogging down. Churchill remarked that
the Americans had not yet dropped a bomb on Ger-
many,

InJanuary 1943, Roosevelt and Churchill met
at Casablancatoplantheyear ahead. Aleak indicated
that Churchill was going to push for the Yanks tojoin
the RAF in night bombing. Arnold summoned Eaker
for help with Churchill. Most of the arguments were
old to Churchill but one phrase caught his eye. Eaker
said, “By bombing the devils around the clock, we can
prevent the German defenses from getting any rest.”
The Prime Minister declared, “Young man, you have
not convinced me you are right, but you have per-

suaded me that you should have further opportunity
to prove your contention,” Daylight bombing was
still alive and Eaker was to double his heavy bombers
by May, and then again by year's end. A week later,
the American bombers were to hit at Germany:
Wilhelmshaven submarine works was [irst, followed
by Bremen, Hamm, Vegesack and Kiel. The air war
was brought home to Germany and with around the
clock bombing (the RAF hitting them at night and the
8th Air Force hitting them in the daytime), Germany
indeed would have very little time for rest.
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during the unloading of luggage.

Amesshall wastobe set up for the combat men
of the group; as the 68th had the best mess when they
were operating their own mess hall in the United
States, it waslogical that they should choosethe mess
personnel of the 68th Bomb Squadron, Lt. Woodruff
became Mess Officer for the combat mess and M/Sgt.
Marvill was Mess sergeant.-

1st Lt, Cargilejoined the squadron on the 14th
of QOctober, and on the 24th eighteen men were
promoted. On the 25th Major Reed transferred to
Headquarters—44th Bomb Group, and Lt. O’Brien
became operations officer, On the 28th, 2nd Lts.
Holmes, Erwin, DuBard, Landrum, Lu#nen['eld,
Perlowin, Poole, Thompson and Diehl were pro-
moted to 1st Lis. as of October 6th, At this time
twenty five enlisted men went to gunnery school tobe
better prepared for subsequent missions. On the 31st
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of October the squadron had fifty eight officers and
two hundred and eighty four enlisted men. The
combat crews spent this time doing practice mission
training and in general getting acclimated to condi-
tions over in this theater of operations.,

1st Lt. Cramer was appointed Captain as of
October 10th. On November 1st some of the crews
received their first three day passes in the ETO and
went to London to have a good time.

On November 6th the gunners returned (rom
school and the squadron became operational.

The first flight over enemy territory was a
diversion to Cape De La Hague on November the 7th,
1942. 1t was a feint to twenty miles north of Cape De
LaHague and six ships of the 68th took part in it. Ship
#786, piloted by Lt. Dubard, discovered technical
failures, and returned to base. Other ships participat-
ing in this diversion were: #819 piloted by lst Lt.
(’'Brien; #813 piloted by 1st Lt. Walter Holmes;
#7176 piloted by 1st Lt. Maxwell Sullivan; #800
piloted by Capt. Thomas Cramer; and #699 piloted
by 1st Lt. Reginald Phillips.

On November 9th, 1st Lt. Wilkinson was pro-
moted to Captain. Also on that day the 68th Squad-
ron represented the whole group in a raid on St.
Nazaire; the whole group put up {ive planes and they
wereall from the 68th Squadron. Five B-24s attacked
the primary target from 17,000 feet at 1405 hours.
Two crews claimed hits on the target, Two crews
reported that their bombs fell in the southern end of
the Dock area near the Lock Gates. Another crew
reported bombs approximately two miles short of the
target. The planes reported fires over the target
areawith heavy smoke billowing forth. The flak was
intense at 8,000 feet (at which height the Fortresses
were bombing but moderate heavy flak was present
at 18,000 feet, height of the Liberator attack. Lt.
Dubard flew in #786; Lt. Sullivan in #776; Lt. Norsen
in #816: Lt.Holmes in #_§_1_:3 Capt. Cramer in #800,
and Lt. Phillips in #699the LEMON DROP.

On November 14th, four planes flew on a
diversion flight to Sel&§h Bill: #816 piloted by Lt.
Sullivan; #690 piloted by Lt. Nolan Cargile; #699
piloted by Lt. Phillips, and #813 piloted by Lt. Holmes
participated on this flight - which encountered no
enemy resistance.

The 17th of November was theday foraraidon
the Nanpertue-CherbourgAirdrome. Fiveplanes from
the 44th Bomb Group participated and three were
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from the 68th Squadron. They were: 1st L, Cargilein
#784; 1gt Lt. James O’'Brien in #819; 1st Lt. Dubard
in #786, and Capt. Cramer in #800, which turned
back about halfway across the channel because of a
jammed belly gun. No bombs were dropped because
of solid overcast over the target and all planes re-
turned without incident.

On November the 18th the Squadron flew
another diversion from Start Point to Lizard Point
and four planes participated. They were: Lt. Dubard
in #786; Capt. Cramer in #800; Lt. Cargile in #776,
and Lt. O’Brien in #819.

On the 26th of November, 1st Lt. LaCour was
appointed Captain and on the 27th, 2nd Lits. Bassand
Woodruff were promoted to 1st Ltg. On the 29th, Lts.
Durham, Sand, and Glettler were also promoted to
1st Lis.

On the 6th of December, 1942, the 44th Bomb
Group was to bomb the Abheyville/Drucat Airdrome
and the planes took off in formation with the 68th
leading the Group. The 66th and 67th Squadrons
received orders from the fighters to turn back a few
miles off the coast and did, leaving the 68th to goon
alone as they did not receive the order to turn back.
These planes, #800, #813, #786, #819, #699 and
#8186, accurately dropped 111 bombs on the target
and jettisoned 20 over the target. Thefirstflight was
led by Plane #800 (Capt. Cramer), with #813 (L.
Holmes) on the left wing, and #786 (Lt. Jamesg D.
Dubard) on theright wing The Second flight wasled
by plane #819 (Capt. James E. O’Brien) with #699
(1stLt. Reginald H. Phillips) on the left and #816 (1st
Lt. John H. Diehl) on the right. The formation was
tight,

The six planes of the 68th Squadron were
attacked by 30 FW 190z in waves of 2-3 at a time from
dead ahead. Early in the encounter #4 engine of Lt.
Dubard’s ship was knocked out and #3 engine was
damaged. This plane continued in formation for some
time. It eventually appeared to be having trouble
with #2 engine and it pulled off to the right and lost
altitude. All the enemy fighters then proceeded to
withdraw from the attack on the formation and
concentrated their attacks on Lt. Dubard’s ship. S/
Sgt. Charles Dick in the top turret and the Tail
Gunner, Sgt. Donald M. Smith were seen to be doing
an excellent job at manning their guns. Lt. Dubard
was vainly endeavoring to start #3 engine.

The waist gunner of #816, whose gun was out
of order at the time, observed the fire from Lt.
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Crew of RUGGED BUGGY, {2nd Crew after 1/27/43
when Reginald Grant, Bombardier and Manford Deal,
Waist Gunner were killed and LeRoy Perolowin, Navi-
gator and George Guilford, Waist Gunner had been
injured).
Standing left to right:
Unknown.
Raobert Billman - Engineer.

# Jim O'Brien - Pilot.

¢ Malcolm Howell - Co-Pilot.
John Bledsos - Navigator.
Harold Van Oyen - Waist Gunner.
Kneeling:

# LeRoy Richwine - Tail Gunner.

# Kenneth McCabe - Top Turret.
Norris Crisan - Bombardier.

# Robert Wright - Radio Operator.
Edward Waite - Wais{ Gunner.

Crew of BLACK.JACK,
Standing left to right:

Milford Speer - Tail Gunner.
Joe Ward - Waist Gunner,
Patrich McAtee - Waist Gunner.
Herbert Gentry - Engineer.
Steven Sevick - Radio Oparator.
Clyde Carlton - Hatch Gunner.
Walter "Wormy”™ Nealon - Bombardier.
Sitting left to right:

Herbert Light - Bombardier.
John Diehl - Pilot.

Louis Girard - Co-Pilot.

George Kelley - Navigator.

Crew of VICTORY SHIP,
Standing left to right:

George Green - Waist Gunner.,
Edward Bowden - Waist Gunner.
Michael Balzovich - Hateh Gunner.
Issac Fleasher - Radio Operator.
Samue! Deberry - Tail Gunner.
Tauno Metsa - Engineer,

Seated left Lo right:

Robert Stine - Navigator.

Tom Holmes - Pilot.

Donald Fribley - Co-Pilat.
Howard Klekar - Bombardier.
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Freddie Scheidegger Tueling up LEMON DROP.
RUGGED BUGGY can be seen in the background.

% Dubard’splane strike one enemy aircraft which
urst into flames and spun into the ocean, Shortly af-
terwards #786’s guns hit another enemy aircraft and
it too crashed flaming into the sea. A third enemy
plane was seen hit, burning, and with part of the wing
shot away it was claimed as a probable destroyed.

At this time the enemy ceased attacking #786.
Then two of them attacked from dead astern and
slightly below, holding their position, which was just
below the range of the top turret, for some seconds,

The tail turret was seen to stop firing; pieces
flew off and guns were dropped to their lowest posi-
tion. The top turret also ceased firing and the plane
dove toward the water. Before crashing, the pilot was
able to pull up the nose on several occasions. But
when the plane hit the water, the nose was down and
it broke into flames. At the time it hit the water only
the #1 engine was functioning.

This was the first loss of a plane and crew in op-
erational flight for the 68th Squadron.

The complete crew of A/C 41-23786 was:

P 2nd Lt. James D, Dubard 0-410225
Marked Tree, AR

CP 2nd Lt. Henry B. Kaitala 0-727999
Unknown, MN

N 2ndLt. Richard V. Somerville 0-727054
Aliceville, Al
2nd Lt. George A, Crawford 0-727320
Bishee, AZ

E  8/Sgt. Charles 8. Dick 31033519
Ashland, KY
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AE 5/8gt. Paul E. Beverly 18045226
Windsor, VT

RO Sgt. William G. Mears 31020279

“Witcox, AZ~{J/ V504, 1% 7,

ARO Sgt. Anthony F. Rizzo 35292580
Lancaster, OH

TG Sgt. Donald M. Smith 39094553
Seattle, WA

BG 8Sgt. RobertF. Lilley 17035867
Balcourt, ND

MACR 2920

All the members of this crew were awarded the
Silver Star and the citation follows:

Shortly after completing its bomb attack onthe
designated target in enemy occupied continental
Europe and while in route to its home base, the
formation of which this aircraft was a member was
subjected to attack by an undetermined number of
FW 190s, Ceaseless enemy gunfire concentrated on
this aircraft resulted in putting three of the four
engines out of commission and thereby forcing it out
of precise formation. Immediately all enemy fighters
withdrew from the attack on the main formation and
injavelin formation concentrated their entirestrength
of attack on this crippled aircraft. With the pilot
endeavoring to gain control of his plane and undergo-
ing attack from every angle and consistently losing
altitude, this crew ignoring the alternative of leaving
their aircraft and probsable safety, and realizing their
fate in the face of overwhelming odds and the condi-
tion of their aircraft, courageously maintained their
respective battle stations and succeeded through
exceptional machine gun fire in destroying two FW
190s, which were seen to crash in flames into the
channel, and badly damaging another which un-
doubtedly also crashed before they themselves were
seen to crash in flames into the sea. This crew in their
vain attempt to return their aircra(t to friendly
territory achieved a notable victory and displayed
outstanding courage and spirit to their ultimate
destruction.

#5813, piloted by 1st Lt. Walter T. Holmes, was
attacked by fourteen FW 190z from above, which
turned for a direct level nose attack in waves of three
or four, went over wing, and peeled off immediately
into a thirty degree dive.

A 20 m.m. shell hit #813 and exploded right
above the pilot's position wounding 2nd Lt, Robert L.
Ager in the neck, head and shoulders. 1st Lt. Holmes
received a severe head wound and Sgt. Samuel H.



QOur First Year

DeBerry received a wound in the knee. Although
Holmes was bleeding heavily from his head wound,
he managed to bring his ship and the crew back to
base for a safe landing. He was awarded the squad-
ron's first Distinguished Flying Cross for this act of
heroism.

12 December 1942,
ABBEYVILLE/DRUCAT AIRDROME, France

The Squadron sent seven planes on this
mission and when they arrived over the target there
was a thick cloud formation covering it. Rather than
risk missing the obscured target and possibly de-
stroying some helpful Frenchmen the planes turned
back with their load of bombs, The planes participat-
ing were: #816 piloted by 1st Lt, John H, Diehl; #819
piloted by Capt. James E. O’Brien; #6399 piloted by
1st Lt. Reginald H. Phillips; #800 piloted by Cdpt.
Thomas Cramer; #6390 piloted by 1st Lt. Nolan B,
Cargile; #806 piloted by 1st Lt. Roy B. Erwin, Jr., and
#1788 piloted by 1st Lt. Maxwell Sullivan.

20 December 1942
ROMILLY SUR SEINE AIR PARK, France

The Romilly Air Park and Aerodrome is situ-
ated about two miles from Romilly Sur Seine, east of
Paris. The Park held the reserve of aircraft of all
types for the German Air Force (GAF) in France and
the Low Countries. It also is used for repair and
modifications of the GAF planes. Large stocks of
extra parts were kept there.

Photographs taken after the attack showed a
large hanger had received a direct hit and four me-
dium hangars had been damaged. Considerable
damage was done to barracks. Also a large number of
bombs had fallen close enough to hangars, work-
shops, and shelters to cause serious damage by the
blast. Large number of craters were made in the
runways. There was no doubt that the Nazis were
denied use of this depot for many months.

On this mission three planes of the Squadron
released their bombs on the target and the results
were good. #819, piloted by Capt, James E. O'Brien,
dropped its bombs and made direct hits on & hangar.
2nd Lt. Reginald D. Grant was Bombardier.

#690, Piloted by 1st Lt. Nolan B. Cargile with
P. Kielman, Bombardier, dropped his bombs, which
fell near barracks and buildings, with some direct
hits on buildings.

7
ﬂgg" with 1st Lt. Sullivan at the controls
dropped demolition bombs over the target. 2nd Lt.
Albert W. Glass was the Bombardier and made nine
hits on the target.

These planes were under attack by FW 190s.
After crossing the French coast, the gunners drove
the enemy off and the planes proceeded to the target,
passing over ineffective heavy flak. Just beforereach-
ing the target, a second attack occurred by ME 109s
and FW 190s, which were also driven off. The bomb
run was made and the Group headed back for
Shipdham without incident.

On December 21st, 1st Lt. John Clark was
appointed to therank of Caplain, and 2nd Lt, Robert
Dickens became a lst Lt. On the 28th, 2nd L,
Michael Neri became a 1st Lt,; on the 29th many
enlisted men were promoted.
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A wounded Jack Shelton - Radio Operator being
helped out of the plane by the Medics.

3 January 1943
ST. NAZAIRE, France

The purpose of attacking this target, primarily
ashipbuilding and fitting-out port, wasto disrupt the
work going on, especially in the submarine shelters.
There were normally & large number of submarines
being built and fitted for Atlantic raids on Allied
shipping. The 44th Bomb Group was assigned the
destruction of the torpedo stores; this would seri-
ously curtail the activities of the U-boats.

Thirteen ships took off from the base at
Shipdham, four of which were from the 68th Squad-
ron. These were: #806 piloted by 1st Lt. Roy Erwin;
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#776 piloted by 1st Lt. Maxwell Sullivan; #816
piloted by Lt.John H, Diehl, and #690 piloted by 1st
Lt. Nolan B. Cargile. #690 turned back due to an
oxygen failure, and with four other aborts from the
Group, eight planes, including three from the 68th,
went on to the target,

Link Trainer Operator at Shipdham was chiefl artist
and illuatrator for the 44th insignia. Seen here viailing
with Major Jim O'Brien.

The formation flew over to Nantes, encounter-
ing slight flak, but {rom this point until it passed over
the French coast on the way back, increasingly heavy
flak was encountered. Thebombs were dropped short
and to theleft of the main area of the target, with but
one surface vessel being hit.

The Fortresses which led the flight were
attacked by enemy fighters, but the enemy did not
attack the Liberators. The Liberators followed the
Fortresses back to Lands End and continued ona NW
route as gas gettinglow, they turned offin the vicinity
of Templeton Air Field to land. Plane #776 and #816
landed at Templeton and #806 crash landed at Tal-
benny.

Statement of T/Sgt. Thomas Laskowski, radio
operator on #806:

On January 3rd, 1943, plane #806 took off
with the rest of the Group. The target was the
submarine pens at St. Nazaire. Plane #806
proceeded to thetarget withoutincident, where
the bombs were dropped. Our planes were on
the tail end of the Fortress formation and, due
to miscalculation of the leading navigator on
the Fortress planes, deviation from theordered
route resulted. Planes turned in close to
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Haw: or&rWest/ Wales, as fuel pressure
dropped. The Engineer, S/Sgt. Hylan Simmons
checked the gas gaugésand reported 45 min-
utes of flying left, so he suggested #806 head
for a landing immediately. Lt. Roy Erwin
found a field ofT in the distance and headed for
it. As soon as the ship was pointed at the field,
#1 and #2 engines cut out. In the meantime,
Lt. Erwin held the heavy side up, and the plane
was going along all right on two engines. Then
#3 went out and the heavy side dropped; the
plane went into anose dive from about 600 feet.
T/Sgt. Laskowski woke up in a hospital with
two broken arms, a concussion, lacerations,
contusions, and loss of two wisdom teeth from
the opposite sides of his mouth. Lt. Erwin was
badly injured and died two days later. Lit. Clark
Swanson, the co-pilot, was killed instantly. Sgt.
Lanville McCarty, thrown out of the top turret,
received a broken arm, brain concussion and
lacerations on his face, Lt. Thomas Davenport
died in the hospital five days later, never hav-
ing regained consciousness. Lt. John Gavin,
with severe injuries, was in the hospital for
four months, and finally went back fo the
States. 5/5gt. Hylan Simmons, in the bomb bay
when the plane crashed, received a broken
_ankle, He was trapped and rescuers had todig
him out. Sgt. George Kelsey was badly shaken
up. Sgt. Robert Reasoner, tail gunner, was
knocked out of hise G.I, shoes (although the
laces were still tied); he was badly shaken up
and had a bone chip in one of his heels. Sgt.
Delbert Perry also was badly shaken up.

13 January 1943
DIVERSION OVER DUTCH COAST

This raid was changed into a Diversion flight
at the last moment, and was uneventful. #800, pi-
loted by Capt. O’'Brien; #813 piloted by Lt. Diehl;
#690 piloted by Lt. Cargile, and #699 piloted by Lit.
Phillips, all participated.

On January 16, 2nd Lt. Carl Haworth and
Eugene Vickery were assigned and joined the squad-
ron, OnJanugry 17th, 2nd Lt. Ben Collier died in the
hospital of pneumonia. The 19th of January was good
news to enlisted members of combat crews as thirty
of them were promoted, effective January 1st. Onthe
21st, 2nd Lis. Louis Girard and Robert Nicholson
were assigned and joined the squadron.
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23 January 1943
LORIENT, France

Seventeen planes took off on this mission to
bomb Lorient, France. Five planes were unable to
locate themselves coming out of the overcast (which
extended to 8000 feet) in time to make rendezvous at
Start Point. The formation of twelve ships that made
the rendezvous on time failed to find the B-17s. They
then headed, as ordered, to the Secondary Target at
Brest. Three more ships fell out and Col. Johnson
ordered the formation to return to base, as it wastoo
small to proceed over the Secondary Target. 1st Lt.
Walter T, Holmes flew #813; 1st Lt. Maxwell W.
Sullivan flew #776; Capt. James E. O'Brien flew
#819; 1st Lt. Reginald H. Phillips flew #699, and
Capt. Thomas R. Cramer with Col. Leon W. Johnson
flew #800,

27 January 1943
WILHELMSHAVEN, Germany

The target, the submarine yard at Wil-
helmshaven, was our [irst mission into Germany to
impede the Nazi submarine effort on Allied shipping.
The 68th sent out seven planes on thig raid; they
were: #690, #816, #7176, #800, #819, #813 and
#699. The formation released its bombs over Len-
mer, near the Zuider Zee, and bombs landed on the
town and in fields and marshes. This target was
chosen because the formation was lost and this ap-
peared to be a good target of opportunity.

Immediately after bombing, the formation was
attacked by both ME 109s and FW 190s. There were
about thirty five enemy planes. During an attack by
anumber of FW 1908 on ship #819, 2nd Lt. Reginald
D. Grant was killed by the explosion of a 20 m.m.
shell. The same shell also seriously injured 1st Lt.
LeRoy Perlowin, Navigator. Sgt. Manford S. Deal,
right waist punner; was killed by a .317 bullet. 5/Sgt.
George Guilford was also slightly wounded in his left
leg,

About five minutes later an FW 190 broke off
an attack on #800 and crashed out of control inte the
left wing of #690. Ship #690 went out of formation,
and into 8 flat spin. One crew member was observed
to leave the ship through a waist gun port and his
parachute opened. Almost immediately, this ship
started to disintegrate. The tail turret spun off, along
with the rudder and stabilizer section and a large
piece of the aft end of the fuselage. As the ship fell,
both wings were seen to fall off.
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A/C 41-23690, MACR R-1000 had the following men
aboard:

P 1st Lt. Nolan B. Cargile 0-427211
Tulsa, OK

CP 2nd Lt Kenneth H. Moore 0-727249
Enid, OK

N  Capt. Oscar H. Wilkenson = 0-426964
Jackson, MS
2nd Lt. Paul H. Kielman 0-727349
Missoula, MT

E  T/Sgt. Saul Suskind 6979809
New York City, NY

AR 8/Sgt, Verne C. Stewart 38148621
Delta, CO

RO 5/Sgt. Michael Geriek 33038923
Pittsbhurgh, PA

ARO 5/Sgt. Arthur A. Van Cleef 32385827
Roselle, NJ

HG 5/5gt. Paul M, Crane, 13046804
Scranton, PA

TG S/Sgt. Solomon 1. Wise 37135114
Chicago, IL

There were no survivors.

Ship #776 was attacked by two or three FW
190°s, attacking from ahead and above. The #3 en-
gine broke into flames and the plane dropped out of
formation. Shortly afterwards, three men were seen
to bail out, but only two chutes opened. Almost
immediately after the men bailed out, the plane
exploded and came apart in mid-air.

A/C41-23776, SPIRIT OF '76, MACR 15459, had the
following men on board:

P 1st Lt. Maxwell W, Sullivan  0-24058
Washington, DC

CP 2nd Lt. Duane E. Nelson 0-728017
Deerfield, WI

N  1st Lt. Raymond C. Lunnenfield 0-789480
New York City, NY

B 2nd Lt. Albert W, Glass 0-727333
Macon, GA

E  S/Sgt. Frederick W. Clark 110331434
Handon, CT

RO M/Sgt. Benjamin F, Duke 6376260
Clanton, AL

AR 5/8gt. Harry L. Ottman 362368784
Elmwood, WI

WG 5/Sgt. Glen C. Pierson 891751464
Wallace, ID

HG 8gt. Thomas W. Crook, Jr. 130403534

Pittsburgh, PA



Our First Year

TG 8/Sgt. Phillip J, Bloomfield 20671594
Troy, NY

Glass became a POW and survived the war.

#800 was attacked by an FW 190 slightly
below at one o’clock. The FW 190 was fired upon by
the Navigator, Lt. William Poole, and the enemy
aircraft burst into flames and went into a dive. This
plane was claimed as destroyed and credited to Lt.
Poole.

Two minutes later ship #800 was attacked by
another FW 190 coming in at 6 o’clock level. The top
turret gunner fired several bursts into it and it was
seen to burst into flames. T/Sgt. John W, Crump was
credited with an enemy aircraft probably destroyed,

Ship #816 was attacked by an FW 190 at 12
o’clock level. The top turret gunner fired on this
enemy aircraft and both wings came off the fuselage.
This plane was claimed as destroyed by the top turret
gunner, Sgt. Joe Ward.

Ship #800 was attacked by an FW 190, from
one o’clock level, which came within 50 feet of the
wing tip. The plane was seen to disintegrate. Sgt.
Charles McMakin was credited with destroying this
enemy aircraft which was reputed to have collided
with #690.

Ship #816 was attacked by an FW 190 from 10
o'clock below. Right waist gunner Sgt. Herbert Gentry
fired, and portions of the fin and rudder flew off, He
was credited with an enemy aircralt damaged.

Another FW 190 attacked ship #813 from
approximately 100 yards distance, Lt. Howard Klekar,
Bombardier, fired approximately 100 rounds and saw
tracersenterit. It peeled off and went down in flames.,
Lt. Klekar was credited with one enemy aircraft
destroyed.

Three minutes later ship #816 was attacked
by an FW 190 which came in from five o'clock above.
Sgt. Joe Ward fired on this plane, which was seen to
burst into flames and disintegrate. He was credited
with destroying this plane.

At this time, #813 encountered the attack of
an FW 190. The tail gunner fired several rounds at it
and saw tracersenter the aircraft and bursts of flame
come from it, Sgt. George L. Green was given credit
for damaging this enemy aircraft.
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The following men were wounded in action (hit
by 20 m.m. shells):

Navigator 1st Lt. Leroy Perlowin  (-789499
Philadelphia, PA

Bombardier S/Sgt. George W. Guilford 14035289
Hartford, AL

The foliowing men were killed in action.

Bombardier 1st Lt. Reginald D, Grant 0-727334
Thornston, GA

Gunner S8/Spt. Manford S. Deal
Williamesburg, MI

36175723

After the formation had released its bombs and
was returning from the target area, A/C #776 was hit
by a 20 m.m. cannon shell which resulted in an
explosion. The A/Csplitin twoand left the formation.
By this time only two A/C remained in the second
element. This attack occurred at 1153 hours.

At 1155 hours A/C #800 was attacked by an FW
190 from above at 1 o’clock, This A/C (enemy) went
into a sitter position just off the right wing tip of A/C
#800 and was followed by machine gun fire from the
right waist gunner. Asaresult of this action, the EAC
crashed into the left wing tip of A/C #6920, which was
flying #2 position in the leading element of the 68th
Squadron. This collision demolished the EAC com-
pletely and tore off part of the left wing as well asthe
tail agsembly of A/C #690. This EAC went into a flat
spin and crashed.

Aircraft #816 made an attempt to form a better
position with A/C #819. At about this time, an FW
190 madea 12 o'clock attack from ahove on A/C # 819
and swung around between #819 and #816. This
EAC was shot at by the right waist gunner who
claimed this EAC as destroyed. As a result of this
attack, A/C #819 received considerable damage by
two .20 m.m. shells to the nose and fuselage, The
Bombardier, Lt. Reginald Grant, was killed and the
Navigator, Lt. Leroy Perlowin, was seriously injured.
The gasoline tank to #2 engine was also hit by a 20
m.m. cannon shell and was seen smoking. This dam-
age caused A/C #819 to lose altitude from the rest of
the formation. This action cccurred while the forma-
tion was about five miles off the coast of Holland.

At about this time four attacks by FW 190s
followed from 1 o’clock above. During these encoun-
ters A/C #816 was flying alone about 300 yards
behind the leading element of the squadren. There
were only eight rounds of ammunition remaining in
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the right nose gun, and the bottom nose gun was
inoperative. The navigator called the pilot and told
him the seriousness of the situation. After realizing
that his own aircraft was in difficulty, as well as A/C
#819, Lt. Diehl, pilot of #8186, decided to leave the
rest of the formation and go to the assistance of #819
which apparently was in grave danger. Although A/C
#819 was about 5,000 feet below the formation and
off to the left, Lt, Diehl jeopardized his A/C in order
to give protection to Capt. O'Brien’s A/C #819, which
would have been a complete loss, including the lives
of the remaining crew members aboard. Capt.
O’Brien’s A/C had no protection (rom the nose or the
tail guns, for both guns were ouf of action, and his A/
C was in grave danger of attacks from twin engine
bombers, which were hovering above, waiting for a
possible attack on any stragglers.

Because radio communications was inopera-
tive, Capt. O'Brien motioned to Lit. Diehl in A/C #816
to take the leading position. Lt. Diehl assumed that
both the navigator and the bombardier in A/C #819
were injured, because neither were visibleinthe nose
of the airplane. After examining the nose of the
aircraft more closely with binoculars, it was con-
cluded the nose had been hit with enemy fire and both
officers were injured. A/C #816 took over lead posi-
tion, and both A/C lost altitude to 8,000 feet,

Both A/C returned to the home base as the
result of excellent navigation on the part of Lt.
George Kelley who aided the pilots of the lone air-
planes all the way across the North Sea, Lt. Kelley’s
outstanding performance of his duty cannot be over-
emphasized. When both A/C reached a position 15
miles from the English coast, a formation of approxi-
mately thirty B-17s crossed over them, flying on a
heading of 280 degrees. Both B-24s came in over the
wash, losing altitude, and came under the clouds to
home base. =

) o
{ A‘MLUTJ 2 February 1943

HAMM, Germany (Abortive)

Too many planes experienced failures due to
the intense eold and they all returned over the Dutch
coast.

On February 6th, 1st Lt. John H. Diehl, Jr, was
promoted to Captain.

There had been much difficulty with the bulfer
oil freezing and in general the oil in the machine puns
froze and caused them to jam. A new type of oil was
received and Major Wﬂ {lew a plane to 36,000 feet

Lemay D o7 ot

to test under extreme conditions the behavior of the
guns using this new oil. Something went wrong with
the oxygen system and most of the men blacked out.
Sgt. Henry Krutsch never recovered and he died as a
regult of the failure, He was awarded posthumously
the Purple Heart.

i1 Bt ?
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41-24112 Captain and His Kids Rides Again with Robert
Krueger. Translerred to the 389th B.G. on July 18, 1943

15 February 1943
DUNKIRK, France

The target for thisraid wasthe German Raider
of the Tojo class, which was docked at Dunkirk, and
was expected to be ready to slip out at any time to raid
Allied shipping.

Seventeen planes took off from the base and
rendezvoused with the 328th Squadron as ordered.
Planes #800, with Capt. Thomas R. Cramer, #816,
with Capt. John H, Diehl, and #813, with Capt.
James E, O'Brien, participated {rom the 68th Squad-
ron,

The formation crossed the English Coast and
no EAC were encountered on the way to the enemy
coast, nor prior to the bomb release point, The bomb
run was long in order to make certain of scoring hits,
as this target required bombing of the utmost preci-
sion and accuracy,

The target was hit with pood results. The formation
encountered enemy aircraflt just after bombs were
away with the 68th claiming three FW 190s as de-
stroyed and one as damaged. In a crash-landing, A/C
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#800 was completely wrecked and three men are
listed ag Missing in Action, having bailed out over
enemy territory. The balance of the crew wes unin-
jured in the crash landing.

Wounded in action;

Gunner 8/5gt. James A.MacCammond,Jr. 11040993
Darien, CT

Missing in Action: The following men para-
chuted from A/C #800 over enemy territory during

fierce enemy A/C engagement:

Navigator  1st Lt. William A, Poole 0-789500
Fayettesville, NC

Bombardier 1st Lt. Robert K. Fiynn  0-727327
Blair, NE

Engineer T/Sgt. John W. Crump 35318179
Nashville, TN

The following iz a narrative of Ship #800,
(Captain Cramer) written by Captain Alfred C. Carr,
dJr., Intelligence Officer of this Squadron who was
later to become Intelligence Officer of the Group.

1400 hours— This ship took off in formation
with other ships of the 44th Group.

1530 hours— This ship, along with other ships
of the 44th Group, left the English coast.

1540 hours— At about this time, during the
bombing run and before the bombs were released,
this B-24 was hit by flak in #4, engine which was im-
mediately feathered. The same hit erippled the bomb
release mechanism, the hydraulic system, and por-
tions of the oxygen system.

1543 hours— Three FW 190s, reported as
painted gray with yellow noses, attacked in line
astern from 9 o’clock. They were fired on by the left
waist gunner, S/Sgt. William Gates, who continued to
fire in bursts on the first of these until it was within
a 100 yards. Parts of the engine were seen to fly from
the EAC, the cockpit cover either fell off or was
jettisoned, and the pilot was clearly seen struggling to
get clear of his plane, The FW 190 fell away in a steep
dive, out of control. The above statements are cor-
roborated by the hatch gunner, Sgt. Lawson, and the
right waist gunner, Sgt. Charles McMakin, who was
looking over the left waist gunner’s shoulder at the
time. This EAC was claimed as destroyed.

1544 hours— The second FW 190 came in and
was fired on at 1200 yards in short bursts, He came
into 300 yards and dove away smoking. The third FW

broke off his aitack at some distance, During this
attack some small holes, either from a 20 m.m. shell
or from a machine gun, developed in the intake
manifold of #2 engine, At about the same time, a 20
m.m. shell entered the cockpit, bursting just aft of
the pilot, Capt. Cramer, who was protected by the
armor plate behind him. At the same time two 20
m.m. shells entered the waist, one of which slightly
wounded Sgt. James A, MacCammond, Jr., hatch

gunner,

1546 hours-— Two FW 190z attacked from 3
o’clock level at 1200 yards, coming in to 300 yards.
They were fired on by the right waist punner, Sgt.
Charles McMakin. One of the EAC went down trail-
ing emoke and the other broke away in a dive. No
claim was made on either of these EAC. Shortly
thereafter, #1 engine was seen to be burning. This
was extinguished temporarily and #2 engine was
feathered.

1600 hours— About mid-channel at about 8,000
feet, the third attack by three FW 190s, gray with
yellow noses, occurred from 9 o¢'clock level. They
opened up and the left waist gunner returned the fire
at about 1,000 yards. They came in, both firing, to
about 300 yards and broke off the attack. Just prior
to this attack certain members of this crew observed
L¢. Oliphant’s ship, #794, at about their level with
#2 engine burning and yawing badly. They report
that these three FW 190s, just prior to attackingtheir
own ghip, finished off Lt. Oliphant’s ship from the
67th Squadron. A moment or two later, #1 engine
started to burn again, About this time Lt. Robert
Flynn, the bombardier, went out on the catwalk and
manually jettisoned the bombs. The exact time is not
known to the other members of the crew, but it
appears that Lt. Flynn, Lt, William Poole, and T/Sgt.
Jdohn Crump hailed out by way of the bomb bay
shortly thereafter. Membersof the crew of Lt, Diehl's
ship reported seeing these men bail out and their
parachutes open immediately after the bombs were
out.

1615 hours— It became apparent to Capt.
Cramer that his ship would have to crash-land, and
he made for the beach. He succeeded in crash-landing
on the beach ten to fifteen yards from the water’s
edge. The members of this crew, other than the three
who hailed out, were uninjured other than minor
bruises. The landing was made without flaps or
landing gear, because the hydraulic system had been
rendered inoperative. The crew climbed out and
extinpuished the fire in #1 engine. To date, the
bodies of Lt. Poole, Lt. Flynn and T/Sgt. Crump have
not been recovered.
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The escape of the remaining members of this
crew would not have been possible except for the cou-
rageous and level headed work of all concerned. Par-
ticular mention is due Lt. Flynn for clearing the
bombs from the crippled aircraft, Capt. Cramer, for
his gkill and coolness in piloting the A/C, and Capt.
Diehl and his crew of #816, who, as soon as they
perceived the plight of Capt, Cramer’s ship, left the
relative safety of a large formation to protect it. Had
Capt. Diehl not come to his assistance, it is extremely
doubtful whether Capt. Cramer’s crew would have
been able to fight off successfully the attacking en-
emy aircraft,

At 1516 hours, Ship #816 was attacked by an
FW 190 just off theFrench coast which attacked from
slightly above 9 o’clock. When the enemy plane was
at 600 yards, the top turret gunner, T/Sgt. Joe F.
Ward, fired and saw his tracers enter the ship. The
EAC went down smoking. This was claimed as dam-
aged by Sgt. Ward.

Almost immediately after this, another FW 190
attacked the plane. If came in above the left wing at
10 0’ clock. It dived in under the belly of the B-24 and
then came up to a position about 150 yards from the
right waist gunner. The left waist gunner, Sgt. Pat-
rick H, McAtee, fired on this airplane and the right
waist gunner also fired and saw his tracers enter it.
The FW 190 descended in flames. The destruction of
this EAC was credited to 5/Sgt. Herbert H. Gentry.

A minute later an FW 190 came in at 9 o'clock

slightly above. The left waist gunner first fired when |

the ship was about 800 yards away. The EAC came in
to 200 yards where the left waist gunner saw his
tracers enter it. The enemy then passed beneath the
tail of #816, where it was seen by right waist gunner,
S/Sgt. Herbert H. Gentry, to descend in {lames. This
plane was claimed as destroyed and credited to the
left waist gunner, Sgt. Patrick H. McAtee.

On February 15th, 2nd Lis. Adams, Ager,
Bledsoe, Flynn, Garrett, Hougton, Howell, Hughes,
Jansen, Kelly, Kiekar, LaFleur, Light and Stine
were appointed 1st Lts., effective 6 February 1943.

FeR . Gr NA=mile 7
23 February 1943
NAZATRE, France.

The 68th did not put up any airplanes for this
mission.

) - .
- - . '

- .
Charlie Deurell an RAF tranafer with Frank Davido our
Operationa Officer.

Captain Tom Cramer awarded the DFC April 28, 1943.
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26 February 1943
WILHELMSHAVEN, Germany

The 44th put up 9 planes that proceeded to the
target: the city of Wilhelmshaven and its dock inatal-
lation. #813, with 1st Li. Walter T. Holmes and
Howard R. Klekar, bombardier, dropped its bombs
on the city of Wilhelmshaven. #693 LEMON DROP.
dropped its bombs on slips in the north west corner of
the harbor. 1st Lt. Reginald H. Phillips, pilot, and
2nd Lt. Robert A, LaFleur, bombardier, participated.

The reason for the many attacks on #813 and
#699 was that they were protecting Lt. Miller’s ship,
#811, which was crippled and fell out of the forma-
tion. The pilots of #813 and #699 dropped down fo
protect #811 although they knew they would suffer
increased fighter attacks,

T/Sgt. Frank W. Gavin is credited withone FW
190 destroyed. Ship #8699 was attacked by an FW 190
from 1 o’clock above,in thevicinity of Wilhelmeshaven.
It was fired upon by Sgt. Gavin'in the top turret at a
distance of from 400-500 yards. At 0630 position it
was seen to burst into flames and go down, This is
confirmed by the right waist gunner, 5/Sgt. Jack Q.
Banta. About forty minutes later, ship #6993 was
attacked again. It was attacked from 1 o'clock above
by an ME 110, It was first hit by the right waist
gunner, Sgt. Jack Q. Banta, at approximately 100
yards. S/Sgt. Henry G. Hayes, tail turret gunner, also
fired at this EAC which came out at 5 o’clock. The
EAC was seen by the tail turret gunner to fall out of
control and hit the water, This was also confirmed by
the left waist gunner, Sgt. James M. Garrard. The
enemy aircraft is claimed as destroyed, and credited
to the tail turret gunner, S/Sgt. Henry G. Hayes. At
that time ship #813 was attacked by two ME 110s
between 0630 and 0700 above. The top turret gunner,
T/Sgt. Tauno 1. Metsa, started firing on the EAC at
650 yards and continued firing on it until about 150
yards. Toward the latter part of the attack the enemy
plane was so low that the top turret gunner called
through the inner phone to the pilot to pull up the
nose, which he did. The etarboard engine of the ME
110 burst into flames and the plane fell into the seg.
It was seen to hit the water by S/Sgt. Patrick H.
McAtee, tail gunner, 2nd Lt. Robert J. Stine, naviga-
tor, confirms the fact the ME 110 was diving straight
down with the starboard engine on fire, but he lost
sight of it before it hit the water. This EAC was
claimed as destroyed and was credited to the top
turret gunner, T/Sgt. Tauno I, Metsa,

Ten minutes later ship #699 was attacked by

an ME 110 from 6 o’clock. This EAC attacked level
with the plane at 500 yards. It was fired on by the tail
gunner S/Sgt. Henry G. Hayes, and while firing at it,
#699 was hit by two 20 m.m. shells, As this EAC came
within 200 yards of the tail turret gunner, it burst
into flames and went down. This EAC was claimed as
destroyed and credited to the tail gunner, 5/5gt.
Henry G. Hayes.

27 February 1943
BREST, France

The target on this mission was the port of
Brest, where there were submarine shelters and dry
docke capable of handling any ship in the German
Navy. Two planes from the 68th flew over the target
and dropped their bombs. The bombing was gener-
ally unsatisfactory, but #774, piloted by Capt. James
E. O’'Brien, hit the corner of the locks and a dock.
#813 dropped its bombs, aimed by Lt, Howard R.
Klekar, on huildings and warehouses near the docks,
Lt. Walter T. Holmes was the pilot.
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Nose damage to A/C 41-23699, LEMON DROP.
Note the twin fifties mounted prior to the Low Level
attack on Ploesti on Auguat 1, 1343.
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4 March 1943
FRISAN ISIAND (Diversion)

Nine aireraft took off on this diversion for a
Fortress attack on Hamm. Three of the planes were
from the 68th squadron. They were; #8186, piloted by
1st Lt. Walter T. Holmes; #6399, piloted by Captain
Robert A. Norsen; and #774, piloted by Capt. James
E. O'Brien. The flight was uneventful and no action
was encountered.

6 March 1943
BREST, France

Once again the target was the dock area in
Brest, France. Four out of ten aireraft on this mission
were from this squadron. A/C #816, Capt. John H.
Diehl, pilot, was attacked prior to the bomb run, but
theattack was ineffective. Capt. Diehl’s plane dropped
its bombs to the left of the target but they were good
hits, #699, LEMON DROP, was flown by Capt. Tho-
mazg R, Cramer; #813, VICTORY SHIP, was flown by
1st Lt. Walter T. Holmes; #774 was flown by Capt.
James E. O'Brien. All dropped their bombs and hit
the naval storehouses and other buildings.

Many of the enlisted men were promoted
and the Squadron was operating very smoothly.
Especially praiseworthy at this time was the excel-
lent work the ground crews were doing in keeping the
planes flying despite the raw wintry weather. Many
anight the ground crew would be working all night so
that, should the weather permit, our squadron would
fly against the enemy.

8 March 1943
ROUEN, France

This target was themarshalling yards situated
on the west bank of the River Seine, south of Rouen.
These important yards are one of the largest in
northern France; its facilities extend for three miles.
This marshalling yard is of great importance because
itisa focal point for trafficto and from the northern
Channel ports and the West of France. In addition,
Rouen is an active inland port and the success of this
bombing would disrupt the flow of war materials.

Nine B-24s of the 44th Bomb Group left the
base at 1203 hours, rendezvoused with the 329th
Squadron (93rd Group} at 8,000 feet, and proceeded
to Beachy Head. (Captain James E. O'Brien, flying
774 with Major Posey as Command Pilot, turned the
lead over to Captain Clyde Price of the 87th so
O’Brien could return to base with a sick waist gun-
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ner, John Husselton,) After transferring Husselton
tothe waitingambulance on therunwayat Shipdham,
Posey and O’Brien took off again with a nine man
crew and caught up with the formation as it crossed
the channel, They were not able to take over the lead;
however, they tacked on the coffin corner hefore
entering the French coast over St. Valery at 22,500
feet at 1331 hours. As the formation approached
Rouen, they encountered a strong FW 180 formation
of 30 to 40 EAC, which attacked head-on. Spitfires,
and, for the first time, P-47 Thunderbolts flew air
strikes against airfields ahead of our mission. Unfor-
tunately, the American fighters encountered heavy
opposition, leaving the Liberators unprotected. In
the ensuing battle, the 67th lost two A/C due to the
attacks pressed home by the FW 190s: Captain Price
in A/C 41-23784, and Lt. Robert Blaine in A/C 41-
23988. Thebombs were dropped north of the briefed
target on targets of opportunity. Seven B-24s re-
turned to base at 1510.

Ofthe nine planes to participate in this raid, A/
C #7174, piloted by Capt. James E. O'Brien, and A/C
#8186, piloted by 1st Lt. John H. Diehl both from the
68th, accounted for six enemy planes destroyed.

The narrative of these encounters follows:

Ship #816, BLACK JACK, was attacked by an
FW 190 from below at 1030 o'clock. This EAC was
fired upon by 1st Lt. George J. Kelley, Navigator,
manning the left nose gun. This FW was hit at 125
yards and was seen to burst into flames by T/Sgt.
Clyde W. Carlton, rear hatch gunner, :

The destruction of this EAC was credited to 1st .
Lt. George J. Kelley.

An FW 190 attacked A/C #816 from directly
below, The rear hatch gunner, T/Sgt. Clyde W, Carlton,
started firing at this sircraft at approximately 500
yards. When the EAC was within 100 yards, it burst
into flames, turned over, and was seen by the tail
gunner, Sgt. Milford L. Spears to go down spinning.
Destruction of this EAC was credited to T/Sgt. Clyde
W. Carlton.

Atabout this time, #816 was attacked by an FW
190 from 3 o’clock below. This FW was fired upon by
the right waist gunner, S/Sgt. Herbert H. Geniry, to
a distance of 600 yards, when the EAC was seen to
disintegrate. Remnants of this plane were seen to fall
by T/Sgt. Carlton, rear hatch gunner. This EAC was
credited as destroyed by S/Sgt. Herbert H. Gentry.
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While the other gunners were very occupied
during this attack on #8186, three FW 190s came in
from 6 o’clock below, Two of the FWs turned off to the
right and one continued to come in. At a distance of
700 yards it was fired on by the tail gunner, Sgt.
Milford L. Spears. It disintegrated at approximately
200 yards. The destruction of this EAC was credited
to Sgt. Spears.

Ship #774 was also attacked by an FW 190 that
came in from 1 o’clock. M/Sgt, Norius Crisan, Bom-
bardier, fired on it at 1000 yards. When the FW was
at a distance of about 600 yards it burst into flames
which completely enveloped the fuselage, and the
EAC fell toward the ground. This is confirmed by the
Navigator, Lt. John D, Bledsoe, and is claimed as
destroyed by M/Sgt. Norius Crisan,

#7174 was attacked again, two minutes later
from 8 o’clock, by an FW 190, The left waist gunner,
Sgt. K.C, McCabe, fired on the EAC from ahout 800
yards. When the FW was at 200 yards it burst into
flames and dived earthward, This was confirmed by
the right waist gunner, Sgt. Adolph Brzozowy.

: 5
férw‘:"aw‘f’s

Reginald "Bud” Phillipa - one of cur original pilots, flaw the
LEMON DRGP until he completed his tour on August 22,
1943. Three weeks later he was tranaferred to the 14th
Combat Wing where he linizhed his oversean assignment.
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12 March 1943
DUTCH COAST DIVERSION

The 44th sent out six planes on this flight, two
of which were from the 68th Squadron. They were
#699, piloted by 1st Lt. Wilmer J. Garrett, and #8186,
piloted by Capt. John H. Diehl.

13 March 1843
DUTCH COAST DIVERSION

#774, piloted by 1st Lt. Malcolm C. Howell,
and #816, piloted by Capt. John H. Diehl partici-
pated for the 68th on this flight.

2nd Lt. Louis Girard was promoted to 1st Lt.

On March the 16th, we received two complefe
crews, which were the first replacement crews since
arriving overseas, 1st Lts. David Alexander and Robert
d. Lehnhausen; 2nd Lts. Hobert L. Fisher, Allen G.
Bcgi@mi.n, Willie B. Weant, Robert C. Peterson,

orge E, Hulpiau, F/Q Sidney R. Bolick; T/Sgts. Bill
G. Gearhart, Louis M. Petrie, William G, Morton,
Don L. Hart; 5/Sgts. Michaeld. Balazovich, James M.
Goza, David G. Bernstein, Andy J. Tenosky, Alfonse
d. Terwey, and Pvt. James A. Dick were assigned and
Jjoined the squadron. These men were all assigned to
combat duty.

17 March 1843
DUTCH COAST DIVERSION

This flight was accomplished without incident
by #699, piloted by 1st Lt. Wilmer Garrett, #774,
piloted by William D. Hughes, and #8186, piloted by
John H. Diehl.

18 March 1943
VEGESACK, Germany

Three planesfrom the 68th participated inthis
mission. They were 1st Lt. Walter T. Holmes, flying
#699; Capt. Thomas R. Cramer, flying #774; and
Capt. John H. Diehl, flying #816.

Before coming to the target, #774 was at-
tacked by an ME 109 from 0830 o'clock level. It was
fired on by the lelt waist gunner, Sgt. Corwine C.
Huff, at 600 yards, The EAC began smoking at 90
yards, banked off to the left, burst into flames, and
fell off to its left. The right waist gunner, Sgt. Adolph
Brzozowy, saw this EAC going down in flames.

Six minuteslater, #699 was attacked by an FW
190, with a yellow nose and wing tips, from 1130
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o'clock. The left waist gunner, 5/Sgt. Jack O. Banta,
began firing at this ep2my airplane at a distance of
200 yards. He continued to fire until the EAC was
seen to go down at 0630 o’clock in an uncontrollable
spin, It was seen to hit the water by the rear hatch
gunner, Sgt. Oran J. Taylor. Credit was given to S/
Sgt. Jack Q. Banta for destroying this enemy aircraft.

Shortly thereafter, ship #816 was attacked by
an ME 110, painted black, from 6 o’clock below. This
attacking enemy aircraft flew underthe belly of #816
and it was the impression of the gunner on #816 that
the enemy was attacking some other plane in the
formation, The rear hatch gunner, S/Sgt. Clyde W.
Carlton fired at 200 yards and followed the EAC ag far
as he could. He saw a'great number of tracers enter
the ME. This plane was scored as damaged. Credit
wasg given to S/Sgt. Carlton.

Five minutes later, #816 was attacked from
twodirections by an ME 110 and an FW 190. The ME
110 came in from 0230 above. It was fired on hy the
top turret gunner, T/Sgt. Joe F. Ward, and the right
waist gunner, 5/8gt. Herbert H. Gentry. Both these
men saw this ME take a great deal of fire from their
own guns and also from the gun manned by M/Sgt.
Norris Crisan, bombardier on #774, Theright engine
of the enemy plane burst into {lames, appeared to
explode, and fell away. T/Sgt. Joe F. Ward was cred-
ited with destroying this plane.

The FW 190 came in at 8 o'clock low. It was
fired on by 5/5gt. Patrick H. McAtee, left waist
gunner, who continued firing until the enemy air-
craft was within 200 yards. A parachute was seen to
come out of this fighter. The destruction of the FW
190 is credited to S/Sgt. Patrick H. McAtee.

Five minutes after bombs were away, #774
was attacked from 3 o'clock level by an FW 190. Sgt.
Adolph Brzozowy, right waist gunner, fired a consid-
erable number of bursts into the enemy aircraft
which burst into flames at 200 yards and peeled offin
aflat spin. This EAC was credited to Sgt. Brzozowy as
destroyed,

Ship #699 was attacked by an ME 110 from
1130 o’clock high. It was fired upon at 500 yards by
T/Sgt. Frank Gavin, top furret gunner. When the
enemy aircraft was at approximately B o’clock, it
rolled on its back, and the canopy of the cockpit fell
away. It then went into an uncontrollable spin. Be-
cause bullets were seen entering the cockpit of the
EAC after the canopy came off and because of the type
of spin, it was believed the pilot was killed. T/Sgt.
Gavin was credited with a probable.
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Ship #816 was attacked by an FW 190 from 12
o’clock level. It was picked up by 1st Lt. Herbert
Light, bombardier, who continued to fire until the
enemy aircraft came directly below the wing of A/C
#816 at less then 50 feet. The covering was observed
to peel off the wing in large atrips. The fuselage was
80 shattered that the observers expected it to come
apart. Then the wing collapsed and the FW fell into
the water. This destruction of the FW 190 was cred-
ited to the bombardier, Lt. Herbert Light.

#1774 was attacked by an FW 190 from 0130
o'clock below. Sgt. Adolph Brzozowy, right waist
gunner, fired abouf sixty rounds at 500 yards. The
EAC burst into brown smoke, and large flames were
seen emitting from the fuselage. The EAC went info
a spin and was seen going down, apparently cut of
control. This EAC was claimed as a probable by Sgt.
Brzozowy.

Webh Todd, Don Ford and Matty Bodak
Ajrcraft/Bicycle Mechanica
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22 March 1943
WILHELMSHAVEN, Germany

Three planes from the 68th participated in this
mission on the dock and U-boat facilities at Wil-
helmshaven. They were #813, 1st 1t. Walter T,
Holmes, pilot, and 1st Lt. Howard R. Klekar, bombar-
dier; #699, Capt. Robert A. Norsen, pilot, and 18t Lt.
Robert A. LaFleur, bombardier; #8193, Capt. James
E. O*Brien, pilot, and M/Sgt. Norris Crigsan, bombar-
dier, The bombing was very accurate and most of the
hombs were dropped on the target area. Capt. O’Brien
had a habit of ducking his head and shoulders and
this habit saved his life as two bullets went from the
windshield into the wood partitions where his head
had been and ordinarily would have been.

About half an hour before bombs were away,
ship #699 was attacked by an FW 190 from above at
0130 o’clock. T/Sgt. Frank Gavin, the top turret
gunner, started to fire at 500 yards. This EAC then
skidded forward and whipped over, out of control,
This FW was claimed as destroyed by T/Sgt. Gavin.

Five minutes prior to bombs away, #819 was at-
tacked by four ME 109s from 1030 o’clock high. One
ofthe EAC peeled off from the formationoffour, who
were{lying level with our formation, buf cut of range.
They came in, one after another, about 100 yards
apart, {iring {from 1,000 yards on in to 100 yards. One
of the EAC was fired on by the top turret gunner from
1,000 yards on in to about 500 yards, and he observad
some hits. At about 500 yards it was fired on by the
navigator, Lt, John D. Bledsoe. The EAC went under
#819 with both engines smoking and with flames
trailing along the edges of the wings, and went out of
view, It was claimed as probably destroyed by Lt.
Bledsoe.

Immediately after the bombs were dropped,
#819 was attacked by an ME 110 from 0230, low, It
was fired on by the right waist gunner, S/Sgt. Adolph
Brzozowy, who fired one long burst and several short
bursts from 700 to 200 yards, and saw tracers enter
the right engine of the EAC. The ME peeled off and
went down in a spin, smoking. At about 1,000 feet
above the water, it burst into flames and broke into
pieces over the water. S/Sgt. Brzozowy was credited
with destroying this EAC,

Shortly thereafter, #699 was attacked from
1100 o'clock above by two ME 110s. One came in
above the wing and was fired upon by the top turret
gunner, T/Sgt. Frank Gavin.Its lelt engine was seen
to break into flames. The other EAC came in helow
the wing of #699 and it was fired upon by the left
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waist gunner, 5/Sgt. Jack O. Banta, The left engine of
this EAC was also seen in flames, These two planes
were claimed ag probably destroyed, one each by
Gavin and Bania.,

Two minutes later T/Sgt. Gavin definitely
destroyed an ME 110 which came in from 1100
o'clock above. He started firing at about 300 yards
until the enemy came to within 50 feet, when it burst
into flames and went down out of control, the wings
having fallen off. T/Sgt. Gavin was credited with
destroying this ME 110,

28 March 1943
ROUEN, France

This mission was recalled because of heavy
cloud formation over France. Three planes partici-
pating from the 68th were #8186, 15t Lt. Rowland B.
Houston; #813, 15t Lit. George R. Jansen; and #6989,
Capt. James E. O'Brien.

On March 31st, 2nd Lts, Russell C. Lehr and
Irwin Mervis were appointed 1st Lts. as of 21 March,

31 March 1943
ROTTERDAM, Netherlands

This target was an important shipyard for the
fitting out of U-boats and the repairing of merchant
vessels. The 68th dispatched four planes. Lt. Jansen,
pilot of #813, had trouble with the shimmy-dampers
of the nose wheel and the crew changed to A/C #014.
He took off sixty eight minutes after the formation,
could not catch up, and had to return, 1st Lt. Wilmer
dJ. Garrett, pilot on #8699, brought the ship up to
15,000 feet and into formation. The ship was caught
in the prop wash which forced the ship from the
formation at a violent angle. This spilled the gyro
instruments and the ship went down spinning, Lit.
Garrett righted his ship after it had fallen approxi-
mately 4,000 feet and landed, due to possible damage
to the tail structure.

Capt. James O’Brien, pilot of #068, {lew his
plane with the formation, but had difficulty with
flying due to the elevators being frozen. He reached
the target, but because of the 10/10ths cloud cover,
the bombs could not be dropped. 1st Lit, Rowland B,
Houston, pilot of #816, brought his plane back from
the target and had to circle the field for some time, as
the nose wheel was locked up. It finally was lowered
manually and he made a good landing.

Lt. Robert J. Nicholson was transferred to the
2nd Bomb Wing today.
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Earle "Slim" Summers, John Zarnosky, Don Ford, Saramia
Fulford and Barton Cramer all irom Flight-C, Engineering
Department. Ready to head for the Chow Hall.

One of our early ground crews.

Back row - laft to right:

Chester Wolfe, Clyde Thomas and
Charlie Pigg (Crew Chiel).

Bottom row - left to right:

Alvin Vaughn, Laurence Warmuth,

Ed Guronkas and Freddie Scheidegger.

Tom Holmes, George Jansen, Rowland Houston, and
Maleolm Howell in January 1943. Malcolm Howell lost
his life at Kiel, Germany on May 14, 1943 and Rowland
Houston logt hig life at Ploesti on August 1, 1943.

41

Sammy Fulford - Aircralt Mechanic
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TESTING THE WATER

4 April 1943
DIVERSION TO DUTCH COAST

The 68th put up four ships for this sweep.
They were #225, piloted by 1st Lt. Rowland B,
Houston; #699, piloted by Major Francis MacDuff;
#813, piloted by Capt. Robert A, Norsen, and #819
piloted by Capt. James E. O'Brien., All details went off
according to plan and the flight was uneventful.

b6 April 1943
ANTWERP, Belgium

The target for this mission was the factory
making spare parts for captured American vehicles.
Fourteen planes from the 44th Bomb Group toock off,
and eleven attacked the primary target. This was the
first operational mission for the Group’s new addi-
tion, the 506th squadron.

#225, 1st Lt. Rowland B, Houston, dropped its
bombs on the target. Lt. Allen G. Bargeman was the
bombardier. The plane was attacked by an FW 190
which was fired at by the top turret gunner, T/3gt.
JoeF. Ward, and then by the left waist gunner, T/Sgt.
Clyde W. Carlton, Carlton fired two bursts at it and
saw it go down in flames. T/Sgt. Carlton was credited
with destroying this enemy aircraft. #819, Capt.
James E. O’Brien, flew to the target without inci-
dent, and bombardier M/Sgt. Norius Crisan dropped
the bombs on the target. Sporadic attacks were made
by enemy fighters but no claims were made by this
crew.

Stialag 7TA, Moosberg, Germany. This picture was taken
from the Guard Tower. The POW'a name for a Guard
Tower was "Goon Box".

#699, 1st Lt. Wilmer J. Garrett, flew over the
target, and the bombardier, Sgt. Oran J. Taylor,
dropped his bombs on the target,

On April 10th, 1st Lt. William C y and
2nd Lt. Coleman S. Whitakeér were assigned and
joined the squadron,

On the 12th, Sgt. Louis Rabesa and Cpl. Her-
bert Hedinger were transferred to the 506th Sqd.

On the 13th of April, Major MacDull was
relieved of command and transferred to Orlando,
Florida, Captain James O’Brien assumed command
of the 68th squadron.

16 April 1943
BREST, France

Once again the target was the dock area of
Brest, France, Eleven planes of the 44th Bomb Group
attacked this target, Capt. John H. Diehl flew the
Lead ship and Lead bombardier Lt. Robert A. LaF-
leur dropped his bombs right on target. #813, Lt.
Walter Holmes, dropped nine bombs on a dry dock
and the balance within the target area. #699, Lt.
Wilmer J.Garrett, dropped its bomhs in the target
area. #819, Lt, George R. Jansen, also dropped its
bombs in the target area.

Considering the smoke screen that the Nazis
surrounded the target with, the bombing was very
good. Flak was heavy and enemy aircra(t was plenti-
ful, but all the planes returned to base safely.

No further missions were flown this month
but lots of practice flying was scheduled for the entire
Group.

On April 20th

ron. On the 23rd of April, Flight Officers Donald E.
Fribley and Homer S. Gentry joined the squadron.

1 May 1943
DIVERSION TO LIZARD POINT

Lt. GeorgeJansen in #009; Lt. Wilmer Garrett
in #094; Lt. Reginald Phillips in #699; Lt. Walter
Holmes in #813; Capt. John Diehi in #8186, and Lt.
Rowland Houston in #819 flew this diversion flight
to Lizard Point, Pvt, George Villelajoined the squad-
ron today.

On the 2nd, Sgt. Charles C. Bushy was trans-
ferred to the 506th Squadron.

& Edeiniven At

i ., 1st William_C. Dabney,
Navigator, was transferred to the Bomb — -
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4 May 1943
FORDNESS T NORTH FORELAND
DIVERSION

Lt. Reginald Phillips in #698; Lt. George R.
Jansen in #009; Lt. Wilmer Garretf in #225, and Lt.
Walter Holmes in #813 participated in this diver-
sionary {light without encountering the enemy.

On the 7th of May the Squadron Commanding
Officer, Capt, O’Brien, was promoted to Major, effec-
tive April 28th. On May 8th, Lt. Leonard Ludwick
was assigned to the squadron as Bombsight Officer,

On May 13th there were additional promeo-
tions for officers of the Squadron. 1st Lt. Jack W. Bass
was appointed Captain ns of the first of May.

14 May 1943
KIEL, Germany

The 8th Air Force wanted to reintroduce the
incendiary bomb as an addition to the high explosive
bombs. Thie target was chosen to provide this mix of
bomb load. All the Forts were loaded with high
explosive bombs and the 44th was to carry the incen-
diaries, We would follow the Forts and bomb at a
lower elevation. Twenty one planes from the 44th
Bomb Group were dispatched to attack the Krupp
submarine building worke at Kiel, Germany. Six of
these planes were from the 68th squadron. The 44th
Group were the only Liberators on this mission, We
followed 125 Fortresses to the target. This proved to
be a memorable day for the 44th Bomb Group as it
was awarded its first Distinguished Unit Citation,
The flak was extremely heavy and swarms of EAC
rose to dobattle. The official EAC score for the Group
was 21 EAC destroyed, 13 probably destroyed and 1
damaged.

The shorter trajectory of incendiaries meant
the Libs would have to hold the bomb run for an
additional two miles after the Forts had released. We
would have to open up our formation to keep the
incendiaries from the leading planes from striking
the planes further back in our formation. This open
formation reduced our concentrated fire power and
invited the enemy fighters to focus all their fire power
on the B-24s, This provided the setting for the big-
gest air war in European skies to date, as well as going
along way in provingthe concept of daylight bombing
in this theater of operations.

#699, with Lt. Rowland Houston, carried high
explosive bombs, and they were dropped in the target
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area by the bombardier, Lt. Allen Bargeman. T/Sgt.
Frank E. Cross, top turret gunner, brought down an
FW 190 which came in from 3 o'clock, He was cred-
ited with a probable.

An enemy aircraft was attacking the right
wing ship, #009, from above. Sgt. Patrick McAtee
saw that the tail puns of #009 were not firing and he
fired at this EAC from a distance of 600 yards to
within 200 yards when the EAC broke off' into a spin
and went down in a mass of fire. Sgt. McAtee was
credited with destroying this enemy plane.

#009, piloted by Lt. George R. Jansen, dropped
its incendiary bombs on the target, but he had many
casualties aboard ashe headed back to the homebase:
S/8gt. Robert J. Reasoner, tail gunner, had a head
injury from a .30 cal. bullet; M/Sgt. Robert M. Smith,
right waist gunner, had 20 m.m. fragments in his
right leg; Sgt. Richard J. Butler, belly gunner, was
wounded in his right hand, right arm and chest from
.30 cal. machine gun bullets; S/3gt. Leo V. Moffrady
had a .30 cal. machine gun bullet lodged in his
stomach. He died the next day from this wound.

The plane had the left rudder damaged and
had holes about two feet in diameter in the left wing
believed to have been caused by flak. One tire was
punctured by a bullet and the plane had to crash land
at the base. The superb work of Lt. Jansen made
possible the safe return of thig Liberator with its
wounded men. He made a perfect landing (consider-
ing the punctured tire) and the men received imme-
diate medical attention. 8/Sgt. Corwine C. Huff, top
turret gunner, scored a probable on an FW 190 as did
M/Sgt. Robert M., Smith, right waist gunner. M/Sgt.
George W. Guilford, bombardier, destroyed an FW
190 from his nose gun position. It exploded just after
clearing the right wing.

#813, Capt. Walter T. Holmes, pilot, could not
open its bomb bay doors over the target.

8/8gt. Isaac A. Flesher, radio operator, had
wounds from flak in his head and legs. $/Sgt. Michael
J. Balazovich, left wait gunner, was wounded by flak
or a 20 m.m, shell in his face and shoulder.

The plane had all the radio knocked out except
the command receiver. The hydraulic system was
shot away. All the antenna was shot away. The Dyna-
motor under the flight deck was all shot up. The
cockpit had .30 cal. holes in it, #1 engine was hit and
leaking oil. The bomb bay doors were all shot up by
flak. A waist gun armor plating was shot away. There
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wereabout & 100 holes in the fuselage and wings. One
rudder control cable wss frayed, one pulley was
broken, and the electrical wiring to the tail turret was
shot in two places. Despite all this damage, Capt,
Holmes brought his plane back to the base,

James "Jimmy" Girrard. One of our originals. Was
given credil for destroying an ME 109 at Kiel, Germany
on May 14, 1943 before he loat his life at Lecce, Italy on
July 2, 1943.

Wilbur Daley - Armament

S/Sgt. Michael J. Balazovich, left waist gun-
ner, destroyed an FW 190, and as he was wounded,
his position was taken over by Sgt, Carlson, belly

gunner.

1st Lt. Howard Klekar was given credit for a
probable. An FW 190 attacked and Lt. Klekar fired at
least 90 rounds at it from 500 to 30 yards. Tracers
were seen to go through the EAC by the co-pilot. The
radio man saw the FW start blazing. It dove away, out
of control, and the pilot was believed dead.

1st Lt. Robert J. Stine scored a probable hy
ghooting at an FW 190 from 800 to 300 yards. The
enemy was seen to go down in flames,

5/Sgt. Edward F. Bowden destroyed a FW 190
from hig right waist position, He fired 50 rounds at
250 yards. The EAC was seen to explode just after
banking away from #813,

An FW 190 flew & parallel course below #813,
S/Sgt. Edward F. Bowden, right waist gunner, de-
stroyed it with about 100 rounds fired at a distance of
250 yards with about 75 rounds entering the FW. The
enemy was seen to be raked from nose to tail by (ire,
its cockpit enveloped in flames and the rear part of
the engine flaming,

An ME 109 was damaged by 5/Sgt. Samuel H,
DeBerry from the top turret position. He fired about
a hundred rounds from 600 to 100 yards and the ME
109 came in, banked away, and fell away smoking.
Some part of the plane fell off; it is believed to have
been the cockpit canopy.

#8186, Capt. John H. Diehl, pilot, dropped its
incendiaries directly on the target, 1st Lit. Herbert M.
Light was the bombardier who was responsible for
this very good bombing attack. Damage to this air-
craft was slight: some .30 cal. and flak in the fuselage,
nose, and waist.

AnFW190 attacked the plane (rom below, and 1st Lit.
George J. Kelley, Jr., navigator, {ired 60 rounds, The
canopy was seen to come off, Fire came from thesides
and the right wing buckled. The FW caught on fire,
blazing and wobbling in all directions. The destruc-
tion of this EAC was crediied to Lt, Kelley.

An ME 109 came {rom below. It was fired on at
point blank range by the right waist gunner, $/Sgt.
Herbert H. Gentry. The plane blew up and the pilot
came sailing out without a parachute. The plane
disintegrated and was credited as a destroyed EAC to
S/Sgt. Herbert Gentry.

S/8gt. Milford L. Spears, tail gunner, fired 50
rounds in 3 bursts at an FW 190, and was credited
with destroying this enemy aircraft, which turned
over and broke into heavy flames,

A/C 41-23819 A RUGGED BUGGY failed to return

and its crew was as follows:

P  1st Lt. Malcolm C. Howell
Topeka, KS

0-727992
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CP Major JamesE. O’Brien 0-435700
Monogahla, PA

N 1stLt. JohnD. Bledsoe 0-726990
Clinton, MA

B  M/Sgt. Norris Crisan 6994910
Denver, CO

E 5/5gt. Kenneth C. McCabe 16001425
DeKalb, IL

RO T/Sgt. Ralph C. Ernst (66th) 6863975
Enderlin, ND

WG S5/Sgt. John W. Husselton
Fairfield,IL

WG 5/8gt. James A. MacCammond 11040993
Darien, CT

BG 8/Sgt. Harold D. Van Oyen 37144043
Madison, NE

TG S/5gt. Richard M. Castillo 35278673
Springfield, OH
Howell and Van Oyen were listed as KIA, the

balance of the crew was POW.

The tail gunner, Richard Castillo, displayed
unusual heroism on thisraid. He was in the tail turret
when the ship left the base; unquestionably he stayed
in this position during the combat and most likely he
went down with the tail section when the aircraft was
desiroyed in the air by enemy fighters. He was cred-
ited with two EAC destroyed. Several members of the
crew have been reported as prisoners of war but not
the pilot, Lt. Howell, who stayed at the controls
trying to assure that all crew members would have a
chance to bail out.

#819 had released its bombs to good effect over
the target, which was receiving a severe hammering
from many Liberators. According to the tail gunner
of #816, which was ahead and to the right of #819,
approximately 15 to 20 FW 190s had chosen #819 as
the most likely of the formation to destroy. She had
apparently been hit by flak over the target and #3
engine was smoking. This caused the ship to become
a straggler and easy prey for the enemy. A report
from the waist gunner of another ship states that the
tail turret was firing like “hell” and that he saw three
chutes from the airplane. At this time L{, Howell was
trying to get back in formation. He'd almost suc-
ceeded when overwhelming numbers of enemy fight-
ers closed in on the ship. Throughout this fierce
attack the tail guns of #8193 were in operation while
other members of the crew were bailing out. No less
than two enemy aircraft were seen to go down in
fiames as a result of hits by Sgt. Castillo. He contin-
ued shooting until the tail structure was separated
from the rest of the plane, and it is impossible to

understand how he got out and became a prisoner of
war.

#094, 1st Lt, Wilmer J. Garrett, pilot, accom-
plished its mission successfully when bombardier S/
Sgt. OranJ. Taylor made very good hitson the target.
S/Sgt. David Bernstein, hatch gunner, opened fire at
an ME 109 at approximately 200 yards and continued
to fire until it got within 100 yards. There, the enemy
plane was seen to explode and the wings fell off. S/Sgt.
Bernstein was credited with destroying this German
fighter. 5/Sgt. Adolph Brzozowy, right waist gunner,
opened fire at approximately 400 yards at an FW 190.
At about 200 yardsbig puffs of white smoke were seen
to come {rom this EAC, the engine exploded, and for
a moment it looked like “soap suds.” The wings [ell
off'and it was seen to fall. Sgt. Brzozowy was credited
with destroying this EAC,

5/8gt. James M. Garrard, tail gunner, had a
runaway gun which he kept aimed at an attacking
EAC. The attacking plane shed part of its wings and
then the cowling fell off. At about a 100 yards many
bullets entered the roots of the wings. At this point
fire broke out and the wings broke loose. Sgt. Garrard
was credited with destroying this ME 109,  2nd L.
Carl E. Johnson, navigator, opened (ire on a FW 190,
which caught fire and began to “mush,” Lt, Johnson
continued to fire and the enemy pilot aimed his plane
at the left wing of #094. Lt. Garrett raised the left
wing and the enemy passed under it carrying away
the radio antenna. The FW was all entangled in the
antenna and just as it cleared, it was seen to explode

into many parts.

Robert Krueger, Earle Summers and Barton Cramer
from the 68th Engineering Department.
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James (. Cary's Crew - Back row, lefl to right:

Warren Clark - Navigator, Robert Lea - Co-Pilot, James
Cary - Pilot, Edwin Purcell - Bombardier, James Mercer -
Engineer.

Front, lelt to right: f(

gl , Edward Mc Candleas - Gunner, Leon Meyer - Gunner,

Myron Longan - Radio Operator, Edmund Connors -
Gunner, Chesler Crantz - Gunner.
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Ben H. Gildart's Crew - Top row, left to right:

Herman Sapp - Engineer, Charles Cary - Co-Pilot, Ben
Gildart - Pilot, John Walsh - Navigetor, ? Fedonchuck -
Bombardier,

Bottom row, left to right:

James Dick - Belly Turret, Norman Linville - Tail Gunner,
John Andenberg - Radio Operator, John Lyman - Waist
Gunner, Richard Burke - Waist Gunner.
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The performance of all the men participating
upon this highly successful raid wes most praisewor-
thy and it reflected most favorably upon the Squad-
ron.

A/C and crew losses from other Squadrons were:
67th—Brown in A/C 24278,

Phillips in A/C 23807, and

Roach in A/C 40126,

506th—Swanson in A/C 24295

66th—Reed in A/C 24014 (set on aunto-pilot then
bailed out at home)

Note; Thed4thBombGroup had arrived at Shipdham
last October with 27 aircraft. After this mission to Kiel today
our tally was 20 lost in action and 7 written offin crashes or
scrapped as beyond repair.

(Reference: The Mighty Eighth, Freeman, p.38.)

“FOR YOU DER VAR IST OVFER”
OR
THIS CAN'T HAPPEN TO ME
MAY 14,1943
By James E. O'Brien

Through the winter of 194243 the USAAF
B17s, numbering 50-75 per mission, and B24s num-
bering 9-18 per mission, had heen attempting to
prove the feasibility and efficiency of the daylight
bombing raids over occupied Europe and Germany,
The Americans by day and the British by night had
been the steady headline and somewhata hard reality
{or the German Luftwaffe and the nervous occupants
of air raid shelters in Europe west of the Elbe. It was
not yet practical or possible to send American Bl7sor
B24s any further than Bremen or Kiel, approxi-
mately 800 miles round trip. The RAF had pene-
trated 1200 miles into the heartland of Nazism. No
American fighter planes had yet gone into action as
bomber escorts. RAF Spitfires held this assignment
up to a maximum range of 150 miles which really
meant no more than 80 miles penetration into France,
Holland or Belgium, USAAT flights to Germany were
without escort.

General Ira Esker, Commander of the Eighth
Bomber Command, had personally visited the six
bomb groups in England to convey the urgency of
continuing and proving daylight bombing. At all
levels of command, both American and British, there
was a rising doubt about the efficiency and risk of
daylight raids into Germany. Losses on each mission
were mounting (8-12 out of 80). Results were good for
those planes that reached the target, but there was
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more skepticism about even reaching the targets in
face of weather, increasing flak, and the persistent
attacks of FW190s and ME109s, not to mention the
slow lumbering ME110s and occasional ME210s,

In April 1943, the 44th Group had been given
operational training missions in night flying over
England for possible conversion to night bombing
assignments with the RAF. My personal recollection
of the night training wes of a flight out of Shipdham
after a six- month layoff from night flying, To my
dismay I found the cockpit airspeed indicator was
malfunctioning (it wasn’t the pitot tube cover). The
take-off and twenty minute flight in total darkness
was exciting, as was trying to fly an 18,000 1b. bomber
by the seat of the pants. We were able to land by the
bombardier (Norris Crisan) reading off the airspeed
from his front-end compartment. It was a miracle
that we even found the airfield in the blinding Eng-
lish blackouf mixed with the tension of adjusting
power settings to fly needle-ball with no airspeed. In
addition to regular bombing sorties in March and
April 1943, there were missions for several aircralt of
the 44th helping the British Coastal Command with
raids on German shipping and Naval forces. My crew
congisted of Malcolm “Mac” Howell—co-pilot, Norris
Crisan—bombardier, John Bledsoe—navigator,
Marvin Cox—engineer, K.C.McCabe-assistant engi-
neer, Bob Wright—radio operator, Harold D. Van
Oyen—assistant radio operator, Richard M. Cas-
tillo—tail turret, John Husselton—waist gunner,
and James A, MacCammond—waist gunner. Theyall
became mechanics when we had to return to Aber-
deen, Scotland, from 300 miles over the North Sea
with a feathered engine. We had been diligently
following through on a mission with the British Navy
and Coastal Command shadowing the Tirpitz, a
German hattleship hidden in the fjords of Norway.
Qur number one engine went out due to an oil
scavenger pump failure and we found no one around
Aberdeen to change the engine except ourselves. It
turned out tobe a pleasant trip in beautiful Scotland,
the land of Brigadoon,

On return from this flight I found out that Thad
been appointed the 68th Squadron Commander. Major
Francis McDull was assigned back to the States and
somehow date of rank had come through with new
respoensibilities for me, Until Lt. Tom Landrum came
along, my only squadron experience other than flying
had been some additional duty as engineering officer
back in Barksdale Field. Now I had to learn {ast what
the Armament section did as well as Communica-
tions, the Adjutant’s Orderly Room, and a few other
odd sections.
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I no sooner found out what a squadron com-
mander was supposed to do when the word came
down one calm night of May 13 that the group was to
recall all crews for a maximum effort to Bordeaux,
France: a long-over water flight, a short, quick climb
to drop bombs on sub-pens, and out. Other than the
hurry to install bomb bay tanks, this didn’t seem to
be too much of an order. However, at 2 AM the field
order changed {o remove bomb bay tanks and load up
with 4000 Ibs. of new type incendiary clusters for
Kiel, Germany. The obvious question was “What
good will incendiaries do at Kiel?” The explanation
given at briefing the following morning at 0700 was
that the B17s were going to bomb the hell out of sub-
pens, aircralt factories and seaport facilities and the
B24s were to kindle the fires. It was all very logical
hut it was a long trip without fighter escort.

I had tried to reach Bud Phillips and Tom Cra-
mer, who were on leave in London, but that was
fruitless on so short of notice. It would have been
ridiculous to call the poor guys back from leave for
this kind of mission, so O'Brien was scheduled to fly
his first trip asa Squadron Commander, flying the co-
pilot’s slot for Mac Howell, who was doing his first
trip as first pilot. This seemed quite simple except
that poor little “Mac” never did want to be a first pilot
with a crew, He just wanted to go home to his dear
loving wife. Mac and I had spent & lot of hours
together in the cockpit of a B24 and likewise on the
ground, Most of cur time off was spent together
viewing the cultural, historical, and religious land-
marks in London, Cambridge, Ipswich, Salisbury,
Belfast and Aberdeen, I was single and not as con-
cerned for my future welfare as he was. He constantly
went into great detail about his married life and his
hometown of Topeka, his work at the local bank and
his disgust for the business of war. He had been
cheated out of many missions in his struggle to reach
the magic number of 25 because O'Brien often had a
lead flight with General Hodges, Colonel Leon
Johnson, Lt. Colonel Ralph Snavely, or Lt. Colonel
Jim Posey ranking “Mac” out of the co-pilot seat.

The morning of May 14 arrived at 0500, like
many others, with the night orderly banging on the
door, “Mission briefling at 0700.” I had just got to
sleep at 0400 so this was doomed to be a tired day in
my life, A quick breakfast of powdered eggs, bacon
and coffee, and I showed up at briefing, not so much
as the Squadron Commander, but as “Mac” Howell's
co-pilot in a * tail-end Charlie” slot. What a glorious
way to go. The best advice of the day came from
“Pappy” Howard Moore, Commander of the 67th
Squadron: “Jimmy boy, I wouldn't go on this trip if

I were you.” He gave me this bit of prudent wisdom
as]wagsturning in my personal belongings for a claim
check, which was to be used when I returned. In my
possession for the mission I had this claim check, a
small escape kit compass, and a six-penny-bit good
luck piece ¥ had carried on all previous twenty
missions, most of which had forced some involuntary
kidney and bowel movements.

The light of day came at 0800 with 76 props
churning on 19 B24s and a proportionate number of
props on 75 B17s scattered all over England. As 41-
23819 Bar A, RUGGED BUGGY, taxied out behind
Tom Holmes' ship, 41-23813 C, VICTORY SHIP,
“Mac” was saying, “0’Brien if I get back from this
trip, I'm going to get stinkin’ drunk” (a new experi-
ence for him). I also remember the tail gunner,
Castillo, commenting as 1 was explaining to the crew
what a simple mission this was, He said, “Come on,
lets quit kiddin’, this will be just as tough as any we
ever flew.”

The best way to describe the flight of May 14,

" 1943 is to compare it to the music of Maurice Ravel’s
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“Bolero.” Thisis not to say it was like the “Charge of
the Light Brigade,” a movie I had seen in 1939 with
the Bolero theme as background musie, although
there were striking similarities if one wished to add
drama to drama. Another reason for the comparison
isthat we played this record over and over back in our
Nissan hut barracks at Shipdham. Tom Cramer (KIA
7/43), Jim DuBard (KIA 12/42), Bud Phillips (now
from Lindsay, Oklahoma), Tom Landrum {(Engi-
neering Officer) and myself had a stack of records
ranging from Brahms concertos and “Beethhoven’s
Fifth’ to “Who Threw the Whiskey in the Well.”
When we flew our B24s over from Grenier Field,
Manchester, N.H., we had to divide up the load.1had
the phonograph records {the wax breakable variety)
on 819 and Cramer had the phonograph on his A/C
820, This division of the load was for two reasons,
First it was non- regulation material to carry along,
and second, each aircraft was already seriously over-
loaded at takeoff, both at Grenier and at the refueling
point, Gander, Newfoundland. When we got to Eng-
land we found the 210 voltage in the barracks only
gave us about 10 rpm for 17 rpm records so0 we played
the records with an assist from a finger in the middle
of the turntable to get a wavering variable quality
between 10-17 rpm. (Back to the “Bolero” trip.) We
took off in the early morning fog and haze, made our
rendezvous over the home base. Nineteen lonely
B24s were off to Kiel, Germany, as the low group at
21,000 ft, behind seventy B17s stacked up to 32,000
ft. Wehad tried to get more B24s {rom the 93rd Bomb
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Group based at Alconbury, but they couldn't even put
up one flight, due tc damage from previous flights
and general maintenance problems. This is not to say
that the 44th had not suifered previous battle dam-
age, but we had darn good maintenance with guys
like Capt. Tom Landrum and M/Sgt. Y.G. Campbell
to put the ships back in A-1 condition as long as the
crews brought them back for repair. We had a beau-
tiful formation flight out over the North Seaat 500 ft.

This was the quiet beginning (side 1) where the
drums heat & soft rhythm and the flutes and piccolos
spin their simple subtle melody. About two hundred
miles put we started our climb to 21,000 fi. knowing
that the Germans would have us tracked with radar
from this point on. This was side t wo and three of the
orchestrated rhythm—Iless subtle and more colorful
and realistic. As we passed 19,000 ft. above the
Freisen Islands, which we were to have avoided; we
see scattered puffs of flak smoke and respond with
the usual appreciation of poor marksmanship from
ground batteries. My attention was diverted momen-
tarily to Tom Holmes® ship, which took aburst of flak
and appeared to have flames coming out of the bomb
bay.]was overly concerned about Tom’s welfare, and
all of the sudden our ship was rocked with two
explosions. Side three of Bolero increased in volume,
out of nowhere. One real indication of trouble was
when the manifold pressure on two left engines
dropped to 15 psi and there was a sudden drag to the
left, which Howell and I struggled to correct. I had
thoughts of feathering two left engines but that
would have been a sure give-away to German fight-
ers waiting to come in for the kill. We had lost
communication with the five boys in the rear of the
ship. The formation had leveled off onto the bomb
run and we were still keeping up with them.

The bomb bay doors opened, and the 44th let go
with their clusters of matchstick incendiaries, which
added more confusion, The clusters did not hold
together for 200 feet belore breaking up. As soon as
they hit the slip-stream they were all over the sky in
a negative trajectory flying back through the forma-
tion bouncing off the wings and propellers. Nothing
worked better for the Germans at this point, as the
formation scattered to avoid these missiles. Mean-
while we had dropped our own clusters of bombs and
had plenty of trouble. The cockpit smelled of gasoline
and our unspoken thoughts, as Howell and Ilooked at
each other, were of fire and explosion. We had now
separated from the group after leaving the target,
and I noticed at least two other stragglers off to the
right. One was Capt. Jack Oliphant from the 67th
Squadron and the other was Capt. “Swede” Swanson
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of the 506th Squadron, which had just joined our
group back in Shipdham. There was plenty of com-
pany joining us now, FW 190s in formation on the left
wing and ME 109z off the right wing. McCabe in the
top turret kept yelling through his oxygen mask to
dip the wing so he could hit them with a few 50s.
Howell and I were just trying to keep the ship flying,
not knowing what else to do. We had heen through
thisbefore and somehow fate had brought us through.
In the past we had outlasted German fighters until
they turned back over the North Sea. But now we
were practically standing still in & 70 mph headwind
on a 285 degree heading with lots of German soil still
underneath.

We had already turned to side four of Bolero and
the noise and increasing crescendo had mounted toa
deafening, violent roar. There must have been two
Jerries sitting off our tail end pumping a steady flow
of cannon and. 30 caliber bullets into us. I heard
several, 30s zing into the cockpit and bounce off the
armor plate seats. Mixed among these .30s were some
incendiary bullets which made a good mixture with
the intense gasoline fumes and pretty soon we had a
roaring furnace in the bomb bay (still side four).

My first knowledge of fire was the intense heat
all over the cockpit, and I leaped out of the seat,
breaking my oxygen hose. I pulled the top hatch open
to get out, and saw the whirling propellers and
antenna wires. I recall my steel GI helmet, which we
wore before the invention of flak helmets, blowing
right off into the wind as I stuck my head out of the
hatch. If there was any time to take a second guess, it
was here: I decided on some other exit. Ralph Ernst,
the radio operator, desperately kicked the bomb bay
door open to make an opening large enough to exit,
providing you could make it through the smoke and
flame. In the rush, I was looking for my snap-on
British type chest pack and mistakenly snapped on
my life raft dingy. I threw the dingy pack to the floor
and found my chest pack in time to get into the nice
quiet of the atmosphere. (This final emotional cres-
cendo ended with the Bolero with the crash of sym-
bols, horns, tubas, gongs, and trombones.) Now all
was peaceful and quiet as Ilooked up to see the secure
strings of a parachute canopy lowering me to Mother
Earth. One momentary musical note at the end was
pulling on the ripcord and the patient wait for a jerk.
There was no jerk and I was sure the thing had failed,
especially with the handle in my hands which had a
little 12 inch wire dangling from it. I was sure some-
thing had broken. This experience for every novice
parachutist can take a few years from his life expec-
tancy.
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The parachute training for Eighth Air Force
crewg was nothing more than usual instruction on
bail-out procedure —intercom verbal signals, one
steady ring of the emergency bell or “use your own
judgment,” I’'m sure that 99 percent of the 30,000 Air
Kriegies (POWs) never had time for bells or verbal
signals. It was generally a decigion reached on the
spur of the moment after everything else had gone
kaput.

On my way down I decided that I should have
my back to the wind. I experimented with the shroud
lines tryingto turn the canopy so I was facing down
wind on my drift. All this did was make a violent
swing that almost spilled the canopy so the experi-
ment ended quickly. Shortly after I realized I had an
open chute, I looked up to see another chute coming
down beside me with one nylon panel torn open from
bottom to top. I couldn’t determine who it was, but on
the ground I found Crizan, Bledsoe, McCabe, Ernst,
Husselton, MacCammond and Castillo (in astretcher
with his foot mangled). With very limited communi-
cations allowed I was able to determine that Crisan,
Bledsoe, Ernst, and McCabe did not have a bad chute
(they were alive and uninjured). Howell didn't show
up and the first indication of his fate was the first
question thrown at me by an English speaking Ger-
man medic, “Do you know a little man in a yellow
suit? He is toten” (dead). 1stuck to the name, rank,
and serial number throughout all interrogations that
followed so there was no opportunity to find out what
happened to Howell. I kept hoping that the story
about him heing dead was a bluiT'to get us to tatk. For
months I waited for some word that he was alive,
perhaps in a hospital, but the German medic was
telling the truth. By June 15th Mac's wife, Betty
Jean, had received the War Department telegram
that he was KIA, One other casualty was Sgt. Hareld
Van Oyen, our assistant radio operator and waist
gunner. He always had a fear of drowning, even with
aMae West life preserver, When we gotour first burst
of flak, it not only stopped the two left engines but it
blew a hole in the tail end knocking Sgt. Castillo out
of his turret with an injured foot. This I found out
after piecing stories together on the ground because
inside interphones were knocked out with the blast.
The other three boys in the rear-end sized up the
situation as hopeless, pushed Castillo out pulling his
ripcord for him and bailed out themselves. Van Oyen
landed in the Kiel Bay (what we might call the Baltic
Sea). A German ship picked him up but he had
already drowned, with twisted shroud lines, in his life
jacket. For him and for the rest of us, to a lesser
degree, “die Var ist ovfer,” (the war is over).

From a little police station in Stinfeld, Ger-
many, near the border of Denmark, the Germans me-
thodically collected survivors from six B24s and one
B-17 shot down that day. I had landed in a farm yard
and had a sharp pain in my side for a while. I thought
it was shrapnel but it turned out to be no more than
a stomach muscle strained by the parachute drop. I
have not mentioned that there were all kinds of
debris falling around me after bail out. A piece of
engine cowling narrowly missed me. After extensive
questioning by the English speaking medic, and some
waiting around the town jail surrounded by gaudily
dressed policeman, Bledsoe, Crisan, and I were placed
in a canvas covered diesel Demler-Benz truck and
proceeded to another town along dusty roads. At the
next stop, we picked up Ernst, MacCammond,
McCabe, Husselton, and Castillo. After a few miles
the truck stopped again and Sgt. Crisan was ordered
to get out. He came back affer viewing the wreckage
ofthe shipand whispered that the radio set was intact
after the crash and they simply wanted him ¢ iden-
tify it. He didn’t help them too much because he was
the bombardier and loyal to the name, rank, and
serial number bit.

The truck, with eight tired men who didn’t yet
know they were to be called “Kriegsgefangenen” for
two years, lumbered its way to a German airfield,
where we were kept overnight. Castillo was taken to
a hospital and I never heard of him again, except for
the rumor that he was expatriated in a prisoner
exchange in 1944, The details of the next two years
can best be given as vignettes of a saga that ended
with a happy view of New York harbor and the Statue
of Liberty, June 4, 1945, This, among other things,
wak exactly four years from the day I arrived as a
flying cadet (dodo) at Mississippi Institute of Aero-
nautics in Jackson, Mississippi. The Marine trans-
port LeJeune had made a rough crossing in convoy
style from Le Harve, France because we were still at
war with Japan and not surehow many years it would
last.

Additional notes written by O'Brien in January
1984.

Forty and a half years after I last saw Richard
Castillo lying on a stretcher on the ground with a
bandaged foot somewhere near Stinfeld, Germany, I
received a phone call from him. He called me on
January 17, 1984 at Chandler, Arizona, where I was
vigiting with my daughter, He had systematically
tracked me down after reading several issues of the
68th Squadron Newsletter and historical reports.
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He expressed some reservations about unit
reunions but he had always wanted to talk to me, not
only about the Kiel raid where we were shot down,
but about other events in the 68th. In a short but
expensive phone conversation from Springfield, Ohio,
to Arizona, he said he couldn’t remember much about
the actual bailout, The last thing he remembered was
a couple of German fighters sitting 20—30 feet from
the tail of the aircraft (A/C #816) and systematically
peppering the rudder and tail section with every-
thing they had, He thought he was going to die right
there. He and his rear turret had been knocked out of
commission by German flak., His ammunition box
near hig right foot had been hit and was wedged
against his foot which was badly mangled. The next
thing he remembered was being picked up on the
ground. He didn’t know that the other crewman had
pulled him out of the turret, dumped him out of the
airplane, and pulled his chute for him.

Isawhimon the ground, after the Germans had
rounded up all survivors of the bailout, and I couldn’t
say anything to him. But I lifted the blanket off the
stretcher to look at him, and I gave him a wink and
sign of good luck. He was taken to a German hospital

. foroneyear andrepatriated in July 1944 in & prisoner
exchange. He came home on the Swedish hospital
ship, the Grispholm, (?} and he spent six months in
U.S. hospitals before going home. He eventually
became a printing technician for national magazines
but he always lived in Springfield, Ohio. As of 1989,
he has been married 38 years and has three grown
children,

On May 15th Capt. Thomsas R. Cramer be-
came Squadron Commanding Officer,

17 May 1943
BORDEAUX, France

The target for this mission was the Bordeaux
submarine repair shops. This port had been devel-
oped as the European terminal for blockade running
between Nazi Europe and the Far East.

The planes of the 44th Bomb Group took off for
an advance base on this mission to Davidstowe Moor
in the southern end of England, The mission was a
success and five planes from the 68th Squadron
participated in it.

Capt. Walter Holmes, pilot on #112, flew the
planedirectly over thetarget. Thebombs weredropped
by Lt. Howard Klekar,

Lt. Rowland B. Houston, pilot on #071, flew
his plane so that Lt. Allen Bargeman could drop his
bombs directly on the target.

Lt. Wilmer Garret, pilot on #09%4, flew his
plane so that 5/Sgt. Oran J, Taylor could make good
hits on the target.

Capt. John H. Diehl, pilot on #816 had its
bombs dropped by Lt. Herbert M. Light. T/Sgt. Harry
C. Hogan, left waist gunner, had his parachute acei-
dentally open in the ship and it blew out of the left
waist window, pulling Hogan out. The chute was
torn, and blood was on the side of the ship, It was
possible that he was killed by hitting his head against
the side of the plane. The airplane was then 20 miles
off the coast opposite Bordeaux on its way in. #6993
was piloted by Lt. George Jansen, and 5/5gt. Georpe
Guilford dropped his bombs directly on the target.

The raid was as near to perfectly executed as
the human element would permit, and the execution
of this mission was praised by higher headquarters,

May 24th, 2nd Lts. Carl O. Haworth and
Theodore Scarlett were appointed 1st Lts. On the
26th, Captain Myron F, Sesit (Flight Surgeon) joined
the squadron.

John Sutton - Bombardier
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General Hodges - Commanding Officer of the 2nd Wing
awarding Captain Jim O'Brien a DFC in April 1943, Colo-
nel Goodman C. Griffin can be seen in the background.
Wilmer "Stubb™ Garreit is visible in the squadron forma-
tion. Jimwas to become Squadron Commander in the next
few days, however, he became 8 POW on May 14, 1943 at
Kiel, Germany where he remained until June 1945.

Robert Lehnhausen's Crew - Standing left to right:
George Hulpiau -~ Bombardier.

Robert Peterson - Navigator.

Hollia Nichols - Co-Pilot.

Robert Lehnhausen - Pilot

Kneeling, left to right:

Douglas Ratledge - Assistant Engineer.
William "Mort” Morton - Engineer.

Michael Balazovich - Assistant Radio Operator.
Tom Laskowski - Radio Operator.

Charles Rosa Jr. - Tail Gunner.

Stalag TA, Moosberg, Germany, a typical scene. All bar-
racks ware overcrowded. Tents were set up as temporary
living quarters. Jim O'Brien waa housed in this tent until
March 1945,
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George Jansen's Crew - Kneeling left to right:
Francis Bauman - Gunner.
Louia Girard - Co-Pilot.
George Jansen - Pilot.

Robert Reasoner - Gunner.
Standing left to right:
Unknown.

Corwine Hull - Enginger.
Eugene Vickary - Navigator.
Edwin Carlson - Gunner.
George Guilford - Bombardier.
Robert Smith - Gunner.
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29 May 1943
LA PALLICE, France

The target for this mission was the docks and
harbor installations at La Pallice, France. Six planes
of the 68th were dispatched upon this mission, which
encountered no enemy aircraft; the flak defenses
were light and poor.

A/C numbers and Pilots were as follows:
699 Capt. Reginald Phillips

225 Lt, Rowland B. Houston

816 Capt, John H. Dieh], Jr.

112 Capt. Thomas R. Cramer

211 Lt. Walter T, Holmes, Jr.

094 Lt. Wilmer J. Garrett

The lead bombardier in #8186, Lt. Herbert M.
Light, dropped his bombs so they covered the entire
lock area,

The picture on the facing page (bottom right)
was taken after the Kiel raid of May 14, 1943.

This ship was brought back to base with more
than 300 holes of one inch in diameter or larger, plus
one flat tire, and was designated “the most shot up
plane in the ETO” up to that time,

One gunner, Leo McGrady, who had just trans-
ferred to combat duty two monthe earlier, died of
wounds the following day. Three other gunners,
Robert Reasoner, Robert Smith and Richard Butler
were all wounded.,

The plane was repaired in time to make the
trip to Africa where the bad luck for these crew
members continued, Francis Bauman was killed at
Wiener Neustadt, October 1, 1943; Louis Girard was
killed at Ploesti on August 1,1943; Robert Reasoner
became a POW at Wiener Neustadt on October 1,
1943; Corwine Huff completed his tour of operations
and returned to the States on August 24, 1943;
Bugene Vickary was MIA at Wiener Neustadt on
October 1, 1943; Edwin Carlson hecame a2 POW at
Wiener Neustadt, as did George Guilford, and Robert
Smith was killed on the same mission. Richard Butler
was to eventually go back on combat where he was
killed on the Munich mission on July 11, 1944,

George Jansen was to be promoted to Squadron
C.0.on November 16, 1944, and would completed his
tour of duty on April 6, 1944, then returning to the
Zone of the Inferior.
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AFRICA

In August 1943, the results of three massive
U.S. raids on targets crucial to the German war
machine gave the Luftwaffe’s leaders reason to be-
lieve that they might stem the Allied air tide. The first
raid took place on August 1st, the day Speer warned
Hitler that continuing Allied attacks could halt the
Reich’s war production, The Americans’ choice of a
target was the oil fields of Ploesti, in Germany's
gatellite, Rumanisa. Ploesti was, in Churchill’s phrase,
“the taproot of German might.” From its refineries
flowed a third of the Reich’s petroleum needs.

Ploesti, located in the southeastern corner of
Rumania, wastoo fartoreach from England., Instead,
the mission was launched from bases across the
Mediterranean in Libya. Two groups of Liberators
from the U.S. 9th Air Force, which had received its
baptism of fire while helping the RAF beat back
Rommel’s Afrika Korps, joined with three groups on
loan from the 8th AirForce to deal what was expected
to be & decisive blow to Hitler's oil supply.

On August 17th, the Americans turned their
attention back to Germany itself, and to two targets
whose destruction would have crippled the enemy’s
war effort almost as effectively as a shortage of oil,
Regensburg, where a Messerschmitt plant was turn-
ing out almost thirty percent of the Luftwaffe'ssingle
engine fighters, was the second chjective. The third
ohject was Schweinfurt, site of factories that ac-
counted for half of Germany’s production of hall
bearings. These tiny steel balls, essential to keeping
precision machinery free of friction, were required by
the Luftwaffe alone in quantities of several thousand
per plane.

These three major blows were to cost the
Americans excessive losses in heavy bombers and
experienced crews. Of the hundred and seventy seven
B-243 on the Ploesti mission, filty three were shot
down, and fifty five refurned to Libya so badly dam-
aged that many were good only for salvage. Of the
three hundred and seventy six B-17s that were dis-
patched to Schweinfurt and Regensburg, sixty were
shot down and forty seven others were so badly
damaged they had to be scrapped. So in the first two
weeks of August the Americans lost two hundred and
fifteen bombers from their inventory along with
almost twelve hundred men,

The plan for the Regensburg mission, to go on
to Africa rather than to return to England, probably
cut the losses considerably. The Luftwaffe defenders



Qur First Year

expected another ninety minutes of hunting without
American fighters to contend with on the way out of
Regensburg.

JUNE 1943

The 44th Bomb Group was mysteriously taken off
operations. Then, much to the delight of small boys
and to the misfortune of farm animals, Liberators
were seen to hedge-hop across the farmlands of East
Anglia, This caused farmers to wave their farm
implements in shock and to give “the finger” to many
ships. This was especially true when we approached
them from the down wind side, allowing the plane to
arrive overhead close to the same time as the sound.
Rumors were flying around the B-17 bases, saying
that the Air Foree finally wised up, took the “Preg-
nant Cow” off combat, and was sending it away from
the real air war. Our pilots were having fun with this
type of flying: just last week, you would be up in front
of the “Old Man” if you were caught doing flying like
this. Now it isStandard Operating Procedure{5.0.P.).
More rumors started flying when some of the planes
were modified with twin fifties in the nose, and
bombsights were removed and replaced with a modi-
fied gun sight. You could get the “latest” {rom any
section on the base— all of thein different, though
possible.

Bomb bay tanks and baggage racks were in-
gtalled. All of the sudden, the planes were gone,
taking along just a skeleton ground crew. The silence
around the base was eerie.

On June 3rd there were many promotions for
the enlisted men. Y
Nogmé

Our Summer Home in AfTica.

On June 10th, 1st Li. Robert A. LaFleur was
transferred to Group Headquarters to hecome Group
Bombardier.

On June 12th, Captain Bennett J. “Doc¢”
LaCour was transferred to Group Headquarters. On
the 13th of June, Captain Thomas R. Cramer was
appointed Major,

On June 15th, Lt. Thomas W. Landrum and
Sgt. Grover A. Edmoneson were transferred to the
389th Bomb Group.

The 17th saw Lt. William D. Smythe assigned
to the squadron, 18t Lt, Eunice M, Shannon and 2nd
Lts. George P. Hersh, Vangelo S. Safos, Elwood E.
Collins, and SBamuel McClendon alsojoined the squad-
ron.

On the 19th, 1st Lts. Joseph D. Kessler, Robert
E. Peterson, Ben H. Gildart, Jr.; 2nd Lis. George P,
Martin, Edwin H. Heyer, Earle V. Hawkins, John F.
King, James A. Tabor, Raymond E. Hamlyn, Eugene
Monohan, Stanley R. Nichols, Frank Davido, George
W. Temple, Robert H. Bowyer, Anthofly J. Piccolo,
JohnT. Ayers, and Flight Officer William B, Altemus
were assigned and joined the squadron. Also on this
date the following enlisted men joined the squadron:
Dennis E. Slattery, Clarence W. Strandberg, Clar-
ence H. Rothrock, Clayton E, Heller, Robert 1. Vogel,
Gordon E. Ackley, John R. Anderberg, Lanning C.
Baker, Richard M. Burke, Woodrow J. Cooney, An-
thony D’Amico, John E, Feeney, Ted R, Fernbach,
William J, Gaffney, James T. Garvey, Robert N.
Gilbert, Eugene L, Grimes, Clifton C. Hall, Ambrose
T. Hansen, Ashburn L. High, Gardener L. Humes,
John F. Johnson, George Kelsey B. Linville,

ictor A. Lopez, John M, Lyman, William E. May,
James D. Mickey, Samuel H., Miller, John H, Mi-
lojevich, Steve Niznok, John A. Nosal, Walter E.
O’Laughlin, A, Perrine, Charles W. Pharis, Robert G,
Pierce, William Ploense, DouglasRatledge, Arthur C.
Ruhl, Herman L. Sapp, Jack A. Shelton, Harry G.
Smith, Harry R, Snead, Rohert D, Storovich, Verneon
L., Wells, Walter U. Wells, Edward H, Whitman, and
Arthur M. Yoakum,

On the 22nd of June, Sgts. Manuel Weems,
Chester R, Wolfe, Morton Rifkin, and Joseph DeTota
were Detached Service to the 389th Bomb Group.

On the 25th of June, 2nd Lts. William Scott
and Jack R. Tinney were assigned and joined the
squadron.
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On the 26th, the air crews, with a skeleton  A/C 41-23699 LEMON DROP *
ground crew, left Shipdham for D.S. to Benina Main,
Benghazi, Libya. The following men made up this = Capt. Reginald H. Phillips

shipment: )
A/C 41-23813 VICTORY SHIP *

Capt. Walter T. Holmes, Jr.
F/O Donald E. Fribley

1st Lt. Robert J. Stine

1st Lt. Howard R. Klekar
T/Sgt. Teuno 1. Metsa
5/8gt. Truit H. Williams
5/Sgt. Michael J. Balazovich
5/8gt. George L. Green
S/Sgt. Edward F. Bowden
M/Sgt. George W. Bryant
Sgt. Herbert H, Lee

Capt. Alfred C. Carr, Jr.
T/Sgt. Harvey G, Holmes
T/Sgt. Isaac A. Flesher -

AIC 42-40995 NO NAME % -33310 X

1st Lt, Rowland B, Houston
1st Lt. Louis V. Girard

2nd Lt. Anthony J. Piccolo
1st Lt. Herbert M. Light
T/Sgt. Herbert H, Gentry
B/Sgt. Patrick H. McAtee, Jr.
T/Sgt. Stephen F. Sevick
T/Sgt. Joe F. Ward

8/Sgt. Milford L. Spears
S/8gt. Clyde W. Carlton
M/Sgt. Alfred A, Bagdonas
M/Sgt. Francis E. Balz
Capt. Robert L. Dean
5/Sgt. Millard F. Sawyer

A/C 4240094 MISS VIRGINIA .

1st Lt. Wilmer J. Garrett
1st Lt. Robert J. Lehnhausen
2nd Lt, Carl E. Johnson
T/Sgt. Oran J. Taylor
T/Sgt. Frank E. Cross

Sgt. Edward R. Wait

T/Sgt. Adolph E. Brzozowy
S/Sgt. Melvin J. Cole

S/Sgt. James M. Garrard
S/8gt. Andy J. Tenosky
M/Sgt. Harold L. Hill
T/Sgt. Frank K. Ulatowski
Sgt. Milton (NMI) Feldman
Capt. James F. Patterson
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1st Lt. Theodore B. Scarlett
1st Lt. Carl O. Haworth
1st Lt. Robert A. LaFleur
T/Sgt. Frank W, Gavin
S/Sgt. Edwin L. Carlson
T/Sgt. Donald H, Ingram
S/8gt. Carl E. Cleland
5/8gt. Henry G. Hayes, Jr.
S/Sgt. Jack O. Banta
M/Sgt. Charlie C. Pigg
S/Sgt. Harry J. Singer
Cpl. John L. Koch

Major Henry G.V. Hart

A/C 41-24225 FLAK ALLEY *

1st Lt. David W, Alexander
F/O Homer S. Gentry
2nd Lt. Robert L. Fisher
2nd Lt. Allen G.E. Bargeman
T/Sgt. Bill G. Gearhart
S/5gt. George L. Kelsey
T/Sgt. Lewis M, Petrie
S/Sgt. Ashburn L. High
5/8gt. James M. Goza
5/8gt. Ted R. Fernbach
M/Sgt. Richard D. Williams
M/Sgt. Ybur G. Campbell
Sgt. Max E, Goucher

W/O Nelson T. Holden

A/C 41-23788 AVENGER *H-53T(>—

1st Lt. William D. Hughes
2nd Lt, Willie B. Weant

2nd Lt. Robert C. Peterson
2nd Lt, George E. Hulpiau
T/Sgt William G. Morton
5/Sgt William J, Gates
T/Sgt. Robert H. Wright
S/Sgt. Alphonse J. Terwey
S/Sgt. John (NMI} Merrigan
S/Sgt. Charles G. McMackin
M/Sgt. Howard S. Foley
5/8gt. Cecil A. Johnson
S/Sgt. Loughridge C, Murrell

A/C 41-24009 MARGARET ANN 424 00W C

1st Lt. George R, Jansen
2nd Lt. Coleman S. Whitaker
1st Lt. Eugene P. Vickery
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T/Sgt. George W. Guilford
5/8gt. Corwine C. Huff

Sgt. Eugene L. Grimes
T/Sgt. Francis A. Bauman
T/Sgt.”Thomas A, Laskowski
S/Sgt. Robert J. Reasoner
M/Sgt. Robert J. Smith
M/Sgt. Claude E, Lee

1st Lt. Chris (NMI) Sand
Sgt. Russell (VM1) Hryvniak

AJ/C 4240373 NATCHEZ-BELLE =

1st Lt. Eunice M. Shannon
2nd Lt, George P. Hersh
2nd Lt. Vangelo S. Safos
2nd Lt. Elwood E, Collins
T/Sgt. Dennis E. Slattery
Sgt. Clarence H. Rothrock
5/5gt. Clarence W. Strandberg
5/8gt. Francis J. Mulrooney
S/Sgt. Robert 1. Vogel
S/Sgt. Clayton E. Heller
T/Sgt. Francis M. Wood
M/Sgt. Barton D. Cramer
T/8gt. Irvin E. Roscher

AIC 42-40745 NO NAME 4} 311 D

1st Lt. Robert E. Peterson
2nd Lt. Raymond E. Hamlyn
2nd Lt. James A. Tabor

2nd Lt. Eugene (NMI} Monohan
T/Sgt. Charles W. Pharis
S/Sgt. Steve (NMI) Niznok
T/Sgt. Woodrow J. Cooney
5/5gt. Clifton C. Hall

5/Sgt. Arthur M. Yoakum
5/8gt. Harry G. Smith
T/Sgt. Ralph S, Barron
M/Sgt. Herbert J. Russell
M/Sgt. Norman L. Hale
Major Thomas R. Cramer

AJC 42-40731 HAG MAG «

2nd Lt. George P. Martin
2nd Lt. Earle V. Hawkins
2nd Lt. Edwin H. Heyer
2nd Lt. John F. King

T/Sgt. Harry R. Snead
8/5gt. Edward N, Whitman
T/Sgt. Jack A, Shelton
S/3gt. John F, Johnson
S/Sgt. William F. Gaffney
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S/Sgt. Robert G. Pierce
T/Sgt. Freddy Scheidegger
M/Sgt. John W. Zarnosky
S/Sgt. Howard F, Dart
Capt. John H. Diehl, Jr.

2nd Lt, George W. Temple flew down with the
67th Sgd.

The trip down was uneventful except for a
little excitement passing Gibraltar: one ship, a little
too curious, flew below the .seven thousand foot limit
over the rock and received a few reminder bursts of
flak in front of its nose. Arriving at Oran nine hours
later gave the men their first picture of continental
culture. Sinceit was formerly French occupied, it was
strictly French in customs, food, and architecture.
The climate, dry and dusty, was a tremendous change
over the fog, cold, and dampness of England, and the
men basked in the warm, bright African sun. The
following morning, the group took off for Benina
Main in the heart of the Libyan Desert, which was to
be our home for the next two months.

Benina was fifteen miles from Benghazi, the
chief seaport. The base was haphazardly tossed onto
the red desert sand, where nothing more than an
incoherent jumble of tracks in the sand marked the
runways. It was the chief Allied bomber base operat-
ing against the islands of Pantelleria, Lampedusa,
and now Sicily. The Ninety Eighth Bomb Group, The
PYRAMYDERS (the first group formed by the 44th
back in the States) was already established here; the
44th moved in with them for supplies and subsis-
tence. Together, they were to join forces and bomb
loads with the Ninety Third, Three Eighty Ninth,
and the Three Seventy Sixth to crush the Nazis and
Fascists in Italy and pave the way for the Eighth and
Fifth Armies. However, the real reason for these
Groups being assembled in Africa was a closely
guarded secret. Even then the plans were being
formulated in Cairo for the greatest air assault in
history.

The days were unhearably hot in Libya. There
were insects and desert rodents at every turn, andthe
gritty sand got in the food, tents, and cots, and fore
into the airplane engines. All this combined to make
our days too short. Hundreds of German and Italian
planes, damaged beyond repair, littered the area for
miles around.

The nights, cool, comfortable and starry, time
and time again bolstered the sagging spirits of the
terribly overworkéd men. Engine changes, once
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considered complex and burdensome, became an
outright drudgery, as the howling sand found its way
into every crack and crevice of the powerful Pratt and
Whitneys, Some had to be changed again before their
first mission. The heat and friction on thesand ate up
tiresin no timeat all, keeping the crews sweating out
every take-off and landing.

Everywhere wogs were coming and going with
their camels and donkeys, stopping momentarily to
watch one of the planes go overhead, not understand-
ing what was going on and caring a great deal less.
They carried their beds with them and walked ahead
of their animals, concerned only with the probability
of their next meal.

During the month of July, a total of ten mis- 4240370 HEAVEN CAN WAIT

siong were flown against targets in Sicily and Italy. ht‘:f_"’] “d":l‘?l: N °“I:bﬁ’ﬁ;;‘;p0r‘::’$: ig:}'lti‘g. G

This was the pre-invasion softening-up process. The
typesoftargets that were hit were chiefly marshaling
yards, airdromes, and dock and communication fa-
cilities. In every case the targets were hit with good
results.

2 July 1943
LECCE AIRDROME, Italy

The 68th sent up six aircraft on this mission,
one of which failed toreturn. The target was hit with
good results, The Group met several enemy aircraft
but none offered much resistance and the flak over
the target area was inefTective and weak,

A/C numbers and Pilots were: ' N

009 Lt. Geof ge R. Jansen George Jansen's "MARGARET ANN" getting new engines
225 Lt. David W. Alexander in a North African "Hanger" in the Summer of 1943.

745 Lt. Robert E. Peterson
813 Lt. Walter T, Holmes
211 Lt. William Hughes
094 Lt Wilmer J, Garrett

(L. Peterson and Crew were MIA)
(Lt. Garrett ditched in the Mediterranean)

Lt. Peterson was shot down by an ME 109 near
the target area on the way in. Four chutes were seen
coming from the plane, Missing in Action are:

A/C 42-40745 NO NAME MACR 22 had the follow-
ing men on hoard;

P 1st Lt. Robert E. Peterson 0-730293

CP Masjor Thomas R. Cramer 0-23925

N 2ndLt.James A. Tabor ° 0-736908 m— -
B 2nd Lt. Eugene Monohan 0-734485 Joe Kessler - Pilot in North Africa.

b7
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E  T/Sgt.P Charlee W. Pharia 34268115
Douglas, GA

RO T/Sgt.P Woodrow J. Cooney 35307188
Cleveland, OH

WG S/Sgt.P Harry G. Smith 35370944
Sullivan, IN

WG 5/Sgt.P Clifton C. Hall 18154769
Austin, TX

HG 5/Sgt.P Arthur M. Yoakum 36068208
Decatur, IL

TG S/5gt.P Steve Niznok 35307431

#094 was damaged over the target by flak in the
#1 and #2 engines, that tore a hole in the ges tanks
between these two engines. The A/C ran short of fuel
and the pilot was forced to crash-land at sea. When
the A/C struck the water, Lt. Lehnhausen, co-pilot,
was thrown clear through the windshield. He swam
back to the aireraft and released a dingy. He inflated
the dingy and assisted several injured men aboard.
He then observed that a number of the crew were
having difficulty with the second dingy. He swam
back and found the “painter” of the dingy fouled in
the wreckage of the plane. All efforts to disentangle
the rope failed and Lt, Lehnhausen feared that the
sinking plane would drag the dingy and the injured
men under the water. He took the dingy painter
between his teeth and chewed it into two pieces,
releasing the dingy. For this heroic deed and his
gallant efforts beyond the call of duty he was awarded
the Soldier’s Medal.

Left to right: Gordon Ackley - Gunner, John Nosal -
Gunner, Victor Lopez - Radio operator, Robert Storovich
Gunner, L.C. Baker - Engineer, Henry O'Laughlin -
Gunner taken in the Summer of 1943 in North Africa.

58

AfC42-40094 Bar E, MISS VIRGINIA, MACR 21 had
the following men on board:

P  1st Lt. Wilmer J, Garrett 0-727982
Eye injuries

CP 1st Lt. Robert Lehnhausen 0-728890
Cuts/Bruises

N 1st Lt. Carl E. Johnson 0-730268
Broken ankle
T/Sgt. Oran J. Taylor 18062096
KIA

E Sgt. Edward R. Waite 13013601
Cuts/Bruises

RO §5/Sgt. Melvin J. Cole 11012152
Chest injury

WG 5/Sgt. Andy J. Tenosky 16072477
KIA

WG 5/Sgt. Adolph E, Brzozowy 11018046
KIA

HG §5/Sgt. David Bernstein 39234569
KiA

TG 5/Sgt. James J. Garrard 14070592
KIA

BO 1st Lt. Robert A, LaFleur 0-727351
KIA

With the death of Major Cramer, Capt. John H.
Diehl became the Commanding Officer of the 68th
Squadron.

5 July 1948
MESSINA, Sicily

Harbor and railroad installations were hitwith
good results by the Group. Again, a few enemy air-
craft were met, and three of them were claimed by
the Gunners of the 68th. The flak was infense and
fairly accurate over the target area. Three of the five
A/C of the 68th were damaged by flak and fighter
attacks,

A/C numbers and Pilots were:
699 Capt. Reginald H, Phillips
225 Lt. David Alexander

071 Lt. GeorgeR, Jansen
816 Lt. Rowland Houston
813 Capt. John H. Diehl

EAC Claims.

5/8gt. James M, Goza, Tail Gunner, destroyedan ME
109.

S/Sgt. Corwine Huff, W. Gunner, 1/2 destroyed an
ME 109,

Sgt. Bugene L. Grimes, W, Gunner, 1/2 destroyed an
ME 108.
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5/Sgt. Truit H, Williams, Hatch Gunner on #225,
was hit by flak over the right eye and was awarded a
Purple Heart,

8/Sgt. Robert E. Pierce, RW Gunner on #813
was awarded the Purple Heart and the Silver Star for
the following deed: while his A/C was in route from
the target area it was attacked by three enemy fight-
ers, His regular gun, right waist, hecame unservice-
able and he thereupon gripped the hatech gun in his
bare hands and drove off the three enemy aireraft. In
doing this, he injured both of his hands. It was a
heroic act. Firing a hand-held .50 caliber machine
gun is easier said than done.

8 July 1943
CATANIA, Sicily

The 68th sent up six aircraft, which encoun-
tered no enemy aircraft but moderate and inaccurate
Nak. The telephone and tele graph buildings were hit
by the Group with very good results.

AJC numbers and Pilots were:

813 Capt. Walter T. Holmes

225 Lt, David W. Alexander

788 Lt, William I, Hughes (Abort)
731 Lt. George P. Martin

698 Capt. Reginald Phillips

373 Lt. Eunice M. Shannon

10 July 1943
CATANIA, Sicily

The 68th sent up six aircraft on this mission
and bombed with good results, No enemy aircraft
were seen, and the flak was slight in intensity but
accurate.

A/C numbers and Pilots were:
699 Capt. Reginald Phillips
813 Lt, Willie B. Weant

071 Lt. George R. Jansen
373 Lt. Eunice M. Shannon
816 Lt. Rowland B. Houston
225 Lt.David W. Alexander

12 July 1943
REGGIO DI CALUBRIA, Italy

This railroad ferry terminal was bombed with
excellent results. The 68th sent up seven aircrait on

this mission. There was no resistance by enemy
aircraft and the flak was slight and fairly accurate.

A/C numbers and Pilots were:
225 Lt. David Alexander

813 Lt. Willie B. Weant

731 Lt. George P. Martin

071 Lt. George R. Jansen
373 Capt. Reginald FPhillips
816 Lt. Rowland B. Houston
211 Lt. William D. Hughes

13 July 1943
CROTONE AIRDROME, Italy

This target was hit with good results. Again
the enemy seemed to be hiding, as no appearance was
made, The flak was light and inaccurate. The 68th
sent up seven aircraft on this mission.

A/C numbers and Pilots were:
211 Lt, William D, Hughes
813 Lt Willie B, Weant

816 Lt. Rowland B. Houston
373 Lt. Eunice M. Shannon
731 Capt. Reginald Phillips
071 Lt. George R. Jansen
788 Lt. David W. Alexander

15 July 1943
FOGGIA AIRDROME, Italy

This airdrome was hit with a very good bomb
pattern. Once again the opposition was quite light,
with only a few bursts of flak. The 68th sent five
aircraft on this mission without encountering any
enemy resistance.
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4240731 HAG MAG
The Moth Ball Gueen
Left at Marakech, Africa on October 6, 1943.
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Standing left to right: Gordon Ackley - Gunner, Robert
Storovich - Gunner, Joe Keasler - Pilot, Victor Lopez -
Radio Operator, Walter O, Laughlin - Gunner, Kneeling in
{ront; John Nosal - Gunner.

Yiclor Lopez - Radio Oparator, killed at Brunswick on
April 8, 1844 and L.C. Baker - Engineer, POW at Brun-
swick on the sama day.

Gordon Ackley with plane Joe Keasler flew to Africa in
the Summer of 1943. SATANS HELL CATS.

A/C numbers and Pilots were:
788 Capt. Reginald Phillips
731 Lt. Eunice Shannon

225 Lt. David Alexander

071 Lt. George Jansen

816 Lt. Rowland B, Houston

17 July 1943
NAPLES, Italy

The target was bombed with good results. The
enemy put up stiff resistance and the gunners of the
68th claimed two as destroyed. The {lak was beavy
and accurate over the target area. There were no
losses by the 68th, which put up seven aircraft on this
migsion,

A/C numbers and Pilots were:
699 Capt. Reginald Phillips
071 Lt. George Jansen

211 Lt. William Hughes

816 Capt. Walter Holmes
731 Lit. George Martin

373 Lt. Eunice Shannon

813 Lt. Willie Weant

EAC Claims:

Si5gt. James M. Goza, Tail Gunner, A/C #699,1 ME
109 destroyed

8.5gt. George L. Green, Tail Gunner, A/C #813,1 ME
202 destroyed

19 July 1943
ROME LITTORIO, Italy

This, the firet bombing attack on Rome, was
made by a strong force of Liberators. This was no
ordinary mission, the likes of which were being run
with deadly monotony into other Italian centers.
This mission was a morally hazardous one, and the
results of it would be focused on the Christian world.
Advocates of all-out bombing had long deplored the
fact that Rome, within easy reach of Allied bombers,
had, aloneamongthe belligerent capitals, been spared
the terror she deserved, Opposing them stood those
to whom the culture and background of the Italian
capital appeared arighteous detriment of the mutila-
tion which necessarily comes from bombing. How-
ever, the pressure of military expediency forced the
issue fo & climax. Rome had been declared an open
city, its great Litoria railway yards had never-the-
less continued as the chief supply distribution center
for the Axis troops in Italy. As threat after threat to
bomb Rome brought from Italian officials only deni-
als of Littoria's operations, it became necessary to
act.
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Briefing for this rhission was the most detailed
and concise that combat crewman had ever attended.
It covered every point from all angles, with emphasis
on accuracy and precision, Lt. Col. Posey concluded
with: “And for God’s sake, if you don't see the target,
bring back your bombs!” The city of Rome itself was
to be spared. There would be no indiscriminate
bombing; there would be no near misses; all bombs
would be laid squarely on the target. If not, they
would be brought back, Such were the instructions
for the crews who had been selected for this historic
raid, Col. Johnson offered the devout Catholic crew
members an opportunity to excuse themselves from
going on this mission; however, not onesingle member
took advantage of this offer,

. Approaching the city, eager crewmen craned
necks for a view of what had been described to them
as the “Cradle of Christianity” and each, knowing
that this was a great chapter in his personal history,
searched for Littorias, But the crews had been briefed
well, and with neither flak nor fighter to stem their
course, the planes pushed on steadily towards their
target. The first bombs fell precisely at 1204, and
were then followed by a cascade of explosives and
incendiaries, which tore into fragments the ware-
houses and oil stores packed along side the tracks.
The adjacent airfield, crowded with axis aircraft,
came in for a good share of the bombs. Hangars and
parked aircraft were blasted to bits. In a moment the
entire yard was a mass of flames and debris, and the
Liberators, now with their noses turned away from
Rome, were leaving behind a mass of wreckage that
spilled columns of smoke up into the cloudless sky.
The mission had been carried out with unprece-
dented success, each bombardier of the Group having
sent his bombs exactly where prescribed.

Crow of SATAN HELL CATS, plus L.C. Baker - Engineer, who
with Nosal became POWs later at Brunswick, April 8, 1944, when
Lapez was killed. OLaughlin and Joe Keassler transferred to the
hospital November 26, 1843 with frozen hands and feet. Ackley
and Storovich both wounded Oclober 1, 1943 transferred to
hospital and eventually home.

Bob Storovich died in 1855 from thess wounda.

‘Whether the raid on Romewasthe direct cause
for the turmoil in Italy, which shortly thereafter
deposed Mussolini, is not known, but the repercus-
sions throughout the world reached a phase unprece-
dented in warfare, Until all details regarding the
accuracy of the American bombs were released, con-
demnation was heard from all quarters for the “de-
struction of a Christian City.” Christians, sincere in
their sorrow, deplored the act s “unnecessary,”
while Axis propaganda agencies ranted and shouted
about American barbarism. With the release of the
entire picture of the bombing came a wave of relief,
and from German quarters, utter silence.

The 68th put up eight aircraft for this mission,

AJC numbers and Pilots were:

699 Capt, Reginald Phillipse-(44th Lead)
731 Lt. George Martin-(Deputy Lead)
813 Lt. Willie Weant

373 Lt. Eunice Shannon

225 Lt. David Alexander

788 Lt. William Hughes

370 Lt. Coleman Whitaker

071 Lt. George Jansen

In July, the following men joined the 68th
equadron: Harold J, Bellard, Wilson P. Besse, JohndJ.
Buckholts, Charles E. Cary, Raymond S. Cleary,
ArchieD), Clemons, Roy C. Hagnes, Arthur C. Mullen,
Paul Semons, Robert F. Stahler and Edward Dunn.

e,

July statistics: sixty (60) accredited operational
sortiea were flown by aircraft of the 68th; oneaircraft
was MIA; five (5) EAC were either destroyed or
damaged.

So closed the 44th’s {irst chapter of warfare
over Italy.
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Myron Longan - Radio Operator who flew with James Cary.
Might be the 8th Air Force shoriest man.

41-23819 RUGGED BUGGY
Lost at Kiel, Germany May 14, 1943,
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PLOESTI

After the Rome mission of July 19th, the 44th
Group was taken off operations. The next two weeks
would be dedicated to low level practice for the
upcoming mission that few of us at this time knew

anything about.

The raid on Rumania’s Ploesti oil fields is
history. How the big Liberators, going in below tree
top level, smashed a great source of Hitler's oil supply
and how they had trained for thejob for many months
beforehand is known to men and women throughout
the world. But the dread, the heartbreak, and the
sweat that came with it is known only to those who
came back and to those who were there when they
came back: the flight crews who held out their lives
for the taking and the ground crews who watched
them leave. Ploesti—it’s just a place on the map, just
another city, far away, but a city of hell and terror for
those who saw it. “We expected our losses to be fifty
percent, but even though we should lose everything
we've sent, but hit the target, it will be well worth it!”
Such were the words of General Brereton, Com-
manding General of the Ninth Air Force, under
whose direction the mission to Ploesti was planned.
The fact that American losses did not reach one
hundred percent was due only to the skill, determina-
tion, and courage of those who took part, and to the
countless weeks of grueling toil spent in preparation
for this rendezvous with death,

There was a Ploesti in the desert near Beng-
hazi, too, but it was only a *“Paper Ploesti,” where no
guns bristled and no Jerry spat from above as you
hupged the floor to find your target. There wereno oil
fires at this Paper Ploesti, nor exploding tanks, nor
flak towers—nor death. This was a peaceful Ploesti,
built in the desert by Army Engineers so that the
Ploesti at war, too, might erumble and fall like the
one they had built.

Ploesti in the desert, in outline only, was the
exact replica of Ploestiin Rumania. A sprawling, vine
covered city of 50,000 people, one third of whom were
employed at the oil fields, Rumania’s Ploesti differed
from the paper one in the matter that there, only an
occasional Arab had to be reminded to stay out of the
path of the bombers, All else was typical—a true
picture.

On two separate occasions Russia had tried to
destroy this target but was beaten back, The North
African Air Force had tried too, but they were beaten
back. This time there would be no failure. The Lib-
eratore would come in at zero altitude, drop their
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load, and get out quizk—those who could. The main
objective would be the target; all else was incidental.

The oil fields were divided into targets; some
were a complete refinery while others were just a
specific section of a refinery. The 44th had two
targets: one, COLOMBIA AQUILA “WHITE FIVE,”
assigned to the 66th and 67th Squadrons; the other,
CREDITUEL MINIER BRAZI, known as “BLUE
TARGET,” assigned to the 68th and 506th Squad-
rons.

On the morning of the first of August, pilots and
crews turned out early for a final briefing, The sun
had just begun to peek through the morning mist,
and eventhe Arabs werestill asleep. But the men who
would fly were already bustling about, with the ground
men who had labored through the night. The planes
were in readiness, receiving now only that extra
touch; guns were checked with affectionate tender-
ness. And now, from the constrained silence of the
morning desert, rose a thunderous roar as the en-
gines of many aircraft were blasted forth in a cres-
cendo of symmetry.

Susy-Q, Col. Johnson in Command, moved
through the dust to the take-off point, followed by
thirty six more Liberators of the Flying Eightballs. At
precisely 0430 they rose into the sky. The others
followed at regular intervals, and soon there was
silence, They had gone; which of them had just made
their final take-offs laid only in the laps of the gods.

To the men who had readied the planes and
watched them move off, this was the culmination of
months of effort. They had toiled through days of
heat and blackened sleepless nights with this goal in
view; and now, for the simple reason that their planes
were ready for this day, they looked upon it as the
crowning point of success. Yet every man's heart was
heavy; there was an ominous silence over the camp.
Every man had worked throughout the night. The
men retired to their tents, some to rest, others to

pray.

The Forty-Fourth Bomb Group arrived at their
Ploesti target at 1215, plunging into a hail of flak and
ripping tracers,smoke, fire, and explosions. Several
parts of the expansive plant were already afire. To
reach their specified target, the Forty-Fourth would
fly directly over this fiery and bursting cauldron of oil
through a veritable forest of anti-aircraft. What had
been modest barns and harmless appearing hay-
stacks now became pun emplacements, and from

An unidentified 441h plane on bomb run at "White Five".
All losses except one ship, Rowland Houston, occurred on
thin target. Off Johnson's atarboard wing, six planes
dissappeared into the smoke; only one was to emerge -
burnt and blackened.

Clara Hill - Pilot with Frank Davido - Ops Officer
enjoying some rare English sunshine.
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Colonel Johnson with Generals Dever and Eaker reviewing
the score-honrd of V.-Victory Ship of the 681h Squadron.

everywhere, including the hand cars on the sidings,
_upwards flew a barrage of steel.

Col. Posey and John Diehl, leading twenty ships,
headed for BLUE TARGET, and Cols. Johnson and
Brandon, leading seventeen ships, were heading for
WHITE FIVE.

The BLUE TARGET was isclated from the
WHITE TARGETS enough that there wasno force to
hit our target ahead of us, but for WHITE FIVE, it
was a different story.

Col. Johnson headed for his target with his
planes following him in perfect order. Here is where
the real story of heroism, valor, and sacrifice begins.
Ag Johnson approached the target, he observed fire
and smoke. Through some error, WHITE FIVE had
already been bombed. It only took a split second for
Col. Johnson to set a course. Heading straight and
low through smoke and flames and floundering 24s,
he led hig planes for a crackling plant as yet un-
touched. Planes were going down on all sides. One,
caught in the blast of an exploding bomb, pointed
nose upwards and climbed an imaginary ladder a
hundred feet, before falling onto its helpless back.
Another, completely enveloped in flames, plunged
headlong into the flaming oil below, adding extrafuel
to the raging fires. But Col. Johnson pressed cnward
to the target with a group of now crippled 24s follow-
ing. OIf his starboard wing, six Liberators disap-
peared into a column of rising smoke, from which
only one, burnt and blackened, emerged. The re-
mainder of these 17 24s dropped their loads neatly on
target and headed out of there for home. Meanwhile

the 248 from the BLUE TARGET had bombed with
very good results and had turned for home, trying to
hook-up with any Liberators for the long trip back.

Enemy fighter attacks continued against the
formation well beyond Italy on their way out. Several
ships were lost due to these attacks. It was 1804 when
the first “24” showed up at the base. Eleven of those
who left the base this morning would fail to show up
tonight.

~_The 68th lost one crew-

AJC 42-40995 MACR 3147 had the following men &n
board: :7< [

P  vapt. Rowland B. Houston 0-72799
San Andreas, CA

CP 1st Lt Louis V. Girard 0-885283
West Texas

N  2nd Lt, William Scott. 0-796608
Clifton, NJ
5/Sgt. Charles G. McMakin 11047450
Rover, MA

E S/Sgt. Walter R. Schoer 39826257
Holstein, IA

RO T/Sgt. Stephen P. Sevick 12044639
Pittsburgh, PA

WG 5/Sgt. Joe F. Ward 34107345
Slocomb, AL

WG 5/Sgt. Clyde W, Carlton 14037352
Lexington, NC

TG 8/Sgt. Milford M. Spears 37136575

Springfield, MO
This entire crew had completed their tour of
duty prior to this mission.

Willjie Steinman, who had shot down one Lib-
erator at the opening of the battle, was flying an ME
109 that pursued Houston, “The American machine
guns were spatting all around,” Steiman said. Pick-
ing up Houston’s ship which was “sbout 150 feet
from the ground, I attacked him from the rear,” said
Steinman.

1 cut back on the throttle, slowed her with
the flape, and gave the Liberator a good raking
from wing tip to wing tip. I could see tracers
walking across the width of the plane and
flames coming out everywhere. The top turret
man, (Walter B, Schoer) and the tail gunner
{Milford L. Spears), particularly the manin the
tail, were shooting me up. I closed to within 70
feet! My engine caught fire and there wasa tre-
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mendous quiveriug. My speed carried me un-
der theleft side of the bomber, which was going
out of control. The Liberator and the ground
were coming together and I was in between,
with no control. I had an instant to consider
what would happen. The best chance seemed
being thrown free in the crash. I loosened my
harness and opened the latch on my canopy. I
don’t remember crashing, The first thing 1
knew I was seated on the ground with my pants
torn and cuts on my legs. Near me the two
planes burned. I got up from the ground and
walked away.

But no one walked away [rom Houston’s ship. It
is belicvel that tils plane is the one described as,
“Aircralt skimmed over the top of woods, fell on the
other side and exploded.” Other than this crew, the
only other casualty suflfered by the 68th was the
death of 5/8gt. Truit H, Williams, who was killed by
a .30 caliber bullet over the target area.

EAC Claims
Set. AJ, Terwey, RW Gunner,
destroyed an ME 109,

T/Sgt. William Morton, Top Turret Gunner,
destroyed an FW 190,

S/Sgt. Jr. Merrigan, Tail Gunner,
destroyed an ME 110,

It was 9th Air Force S.0.P. to file an RAF,
Flight Sortie for each gircraft during this time frame.
The following Sortie reports are all for the 68th
Squadron except one, and that is the Lead Ship for
the Group, Susy-Q, from the 67th Squadron, with
Major Brandon/Col. Johnson,

Enpn by . = y -
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Colonel James T. Posey briefing Captain Walter T. Holmes
and Major John H. Diehl Jr. on Creditucl Minier Brazi,
know as "Blue Target”. All three men would return from
a successful trip to this target. Dieh)] lost one man, Sgt
Truit Williams, a Gunner killed by small arms fire.

Robert Whittington - Operations
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Colonel Leon Johnson receiving the Congressional Medal of Honor
with many of Ploesti veterans in the background and Tom Holmes Victory Ship on the taxi ramp.
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DATE 1 Aug 1843

TYPE OF A/C B24 D

A/CNUMBER 817 (41-23817)

A/CLETTER L
TIME UP 0430

TIME DOWN 1804

TOTAL TIME 13 Hour 34 minutes

TYPE OF CLOUD Few scattered Q
AMOUNT OF CLOUD 8-10,000
VISIBILITY Smoke only

TASK OR DUTY Ploesti Refineries-White V

TIME HEIGHT PLACE

0430

51213 130 Target

1800

SQUADRON 67th
P Maj. W.H. Brandon
Ccp Col. L.W.Johnson COMMAND
N 2nd Lt. C.J.Selasky
B 2nd Lt. B. Swenson
E Sgt. T.C.Ray Top Tur.
AE 5/8gt. F.Paliga LWG
R T/Sgt. J.F.Irwin
AR 5/3gt. K.L.Morrison RWG
G 5/8gt. W.R.Brady TG
AERODROME OR L.G.
Benina
MAP/CHART
Special Target Map
NARRATIVE

Took off to lead position. Over target as leader of White

Dropped 3X 1000 1b. bombs, 1-hr fusing axis of bomb run-
127 degrees. Aiming point Corner of Distillation Plant,
White 5. Dropped 2boxes incendiaries (60). Bombs toggled
out 30-40 ft. interval Flak-Intence light flak from half
way between Target and I.P. past Target. Some black
bursts observed, evidently from time fused flak. Flak
towers, mounting 20 mm. guns observed south of target.
Number of heavy batteries seen that were not manned.
E/A- 10-15 ME 109s, DO 217s, painted green and desert
pink. 4 attacks on this a/c from 9 o’clock, one head-on and
one from tail, No claims. Minor flak damage to this a/e.
Observations-493 barges on Danube River near Lom. 2 &/
¢ spotted formation on the way in near Softa. 5 balloons
south of town and left of target about 600 yds. flying at
about 500 ft, Target already in flames before this Group.
attacked it. NW corner burning fiercely. B-24 just after
target pulled up steeply and stalled at about 1,000 ft.
Three men jumped out; 2 chutes opened. a/c crashed
immediately. Another B-24 shortly after target was ob-
served with #1 engine on fire,

Landed at Benina.
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DATE 1 Aug 1943

TYPE OF A/C B-24D
A/CNUMBER 813 (41-23813)
A/CLETTER V

TIME UP 0430

TIME DOWN 1800

TOTAL TIME 13 hrs 30 min
TYPE OF CLOUD Cu
AMOUNT OF CLOUD 3-5/10
VISIBILITY
TASK OR DUTY
TIME HEIGHT PLACE

0430

1215 17 Target

1800

SQUADRON 68th
P Capt. J.H.Diehl
CP Lit.Col. J.T Posey
N 1st Lt. R.J.Stine
B 1st Lt. H.H.Klekar
E T/Sgt. T.I.Metsa TT
R T/Sgt. I1.A.Flesher
AE S/Sgt. T.H.Williams WG
G 5/5gt. E.F.Bowden WG
G S/Sgt. G.L.Green TG
AERQODROME OR L.G.
Benina
MAP/CHART
Special Target Map

Ploesti Refineries-Blue

NARRATIVE

Took off as lead ship , 3rd flight. Crossed target as lead ship of a/
¢ attacking Crackling Plant, east side of target.

Dropped 3 X 1000 1b. American GP bombs, 1-hr delay. fuse and 2
boxes ofincendiaries. Axis of run-143 deg.Bombs toggled out at 50
ft intervals Bombs in cracking plant. Flak-Intense light flak and
machine gun fire, all the way from 1.P. to several miles beyond
farget. Fighters—35-40 ME 1095, ME 1108, and several uniden-
tified radial engine E/A, Resembled our AT-6. Colors gray and
black. 1 attack on this a/c from 6 o’clock above, Many holesin this
afcfrom flak and .30 caliber. S/Sgt. T. H. Willilams, LWG, was KIA
over target. Observations-A  little heavy flak encountered at
Berat. About 17 EAC on ground at A/D near Prilec A convoy of
35-40 trucks were seen at 41 deg. 20 N, 21 deg. 30'E.

Landed at Benina,
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DATE 1 Aug 1943

TYPE OF A/C B-24D
A/CNUMBER 788 (41-23788)
A/CLETTER D

TIME UP 0430

TIME DOWN 1735

TOTAL TIME 13 hr 05 min

TYPE OF CLOUD
AMOUNT OF CLOUD

SQUADRON 68th

1st 1.t. W.D.Hughes
2nd Lt. W.B.Weant
1st Lt. R.C.Peterson
1st Lt. G.E.Hulpiau
T/Sgt. W.C.Morton
5/5gt. W.J.Gates
2nd Lt. R.E.Hamlyn
S/Sgt. J.Merrigan
5/8gt. M.J.Cole
Sgt. Ad.Terwey

E’;UQQEMWZ%’TJ

MAP/CHART
Special target map.

VISIBILITY Some haze and smoke,

TASK QR DUTY Ploesti refineries-Blue. Dubhs Plant.

TIME HEIGHT PLACE

0430

1208 150 Target

1735

NARRATIVE

Took off to #3, 2nd element, 3rd flight flight. Fourth plane to
cross target-cracking plant of Blue target.

Dropped 3 X 1000 1b. GP with 1 hr fusing and 34 incend. Axis of
attack 133 deg. Aiming point NE corner of Cracking Plant, TG
saw 1 bomb bounece into target, 2 others a little short.Observed a
wall crumbling to the right from some cne else’s bombs. Flak-
Intense light and some heavy flak from between the LP. up to
target.One battery of light flak on buildings in target area.
Fighters—QObserved about twenty ME 1098, ME 110s and FW
190s, greenish in color Four attacks on this a/c from 7,9,4,4:30
o'clock Broke away with an upward wingover. A B-24 made a
crash landing near the LP.. Three men at the waist window
waived at the men in this plane.

Landed at Benina.
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DATE 1 Aug 1943
TYPE OF A/CB-24D

A/C NUMBER 373 (42-40378)
A/CLETTER ZBar

TIME UP 0440
TIME DOWN 1800
TOTAL TIME 13 hr 20 min
TYPE OF CLOUD Q

AMOUNT OF CLOUD 6-7/10
VISIBILITY 10 Miles Good

SQUADRON 68th
P 1st Lt. EM.Shannon
CP 1st Lt. R.J.Lehnhausen
N 2nd It. G.W.Temple
B 2nd Lt. E.E.Collins
| T/Sgt. D.E.Slattery
AE Sgt. C.H.Rothrock RWG
R S/8gt. C.W.Strandberg
G 5/8gt. C.E.Heller LWG
G S/Sgt. R.ELVogel TG
AERODROME OR L.G.

Benina

MAP/CHART

Special target maps.

TASKORDUTY Ploesti Refineries-Blue

TIME HEIGHT PLACE
0440
1208 150 Target
1800

NARRATIVE

Took off to #2 position, 2nd element, 2nd Blue Flight. Crossed
targetas #2, 1st element, west side of Blue target. 0822 Observed
& plane burning on the water off Island of Corfu,

Dropped 3 X 1000 Ib. GP 1 hr fusing, Brought back 60 incend.
Axis of hombing—137 deg. Aiming point distillation plant. 1
bomb observed to skid into target building. T'wo others not
observed. Bombs toggled at 50 ft intervals, Flak—Intense light
flak, so disposed as to keep a/c in crossfire during most of the run
up. Much light flak in Target area. Fighters—15-20 ME 109s and
ME 110s, silver and black in color. No attacks on this A/C. Ob-
servations- About 45 barges on River Danube. 1 B-24 crashed
into wood just other side oftarget and exploded. 10 minutes after
leaving target, saw 2 parachutes at 8,000 ft. No planein sight. On
return journey in mountains of Greece saw plane burning on
mountain side and what appeared to be 2 parachute hangingfrom
alimb of a tree in a deep ravine some distance from crashed ship.

Landed at Benina.
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DATE 1 Aug 1943 SQUADERON 68th

P Capt. R.W.Phillips
TYPE OF A/C B-24D Ccp 1st Lt, T.B.Scarlett

N 1st Lt, C.0.Haworth
A/CNUMBER 699 (41-23699) B 1st Lt. HM.Light

E T/Sgt. F.E.Cross
A/CLETTER Bar P R T/Sgt. D.H.Ingram

AR S/Sgt. C.E.Cleland
TIME UP 0444 G 5/8gt. J.0.Banta

G S/5gt. H.G.Hayes TG
TIME DOWN 1738 AERODROME OR L.G,
TOTAL TIME 12 hrs 54 min Benina
TYPE OF CLOUD 3-4 Strato @ above MAP/CHART
AMOUNT OF CLOUD Special Target Map.
VISIBILITY 5-6 miles
TASK ORDUTY  Ploesti Refineries-Blue
TIME HEIGHT PLACE NARRATIVE
0444 Took off to lead position, 2nd element,3rd flight. Over target it

was the 3rd a/c of those attacking the cracking plant on the east
side of Blue target.

1213 150' Target Dropped 3X10001h. 1 hrdelay tail fuse American GP, also 2 hoxes

of incendiaries. Axis of run 132 deg. Bombs were toggled out in
train at ainterval of about 40 ft. Flak-Intense flak, light machine
gun opened up on this A/C about half way hetween L.P. at Ploesti
and target. Guns were observed mounted on towers and in pits.
Some bursts were seen, evidently from time fused shells, Fight-
ers—10 fighters were observed, composed of silver ME 109s,
several gray ME 110s and 1 yellow FW 180. Plexiglass in pilot’s
compartment shattered. Whether by fighters or flak unknown.
Observations—Smoke screen hetween the 1P, and target was in
operation, but chimneys and tall buildings protruded through.
About 10 balloons were observed to the left of this run, i.e. south
of town flying at several thousand feet. 1 B-24 burning on the sea
about 10 miles at 10 o’clock from 38 deg, 42' E., at 0822 hours
GMT. 1B-24belly landed about 3 miles short of target. 6 men
believed to be crew standing around plane.

1738 Landed at Benina.
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DATE 1 Aug 1943

TYPE OF A/CB-24D

A/C NUMBER 071 (41-40071)
A/CLETTER C

TIME UP 0445

TIME DOWN 1750

TOTAL TIME 13 hr 05 min
TYPE OF CLOUD 1-3/10 Cu

AMOUNT OF CLOUD
VISIBILITY Geood

SQUADRON 68TH

1st Lt. G.R.Jansen

2nd L. C.S.Whitaker

1st Lt. E.P.Vickery
T/Sgt. G.W.Guilford
5/8gt. C.C.Huif T'op Tur
T/Sgt. P.A.Bauman HG
Sgt. E.L.Grimes RWG
M/Sgt. R.M.Smith LWG
8/5gt. R.J.Reasoner TG

mn;mmwz%w

AERODROME OR L.G.
Benina

MAP/CHART
Special target map.

TASK ORDUTY  Ploesti Refineries-Blue

TIME HEIGHT PLACE
0445
0830 Corfu

1214  200'  Target

1750

NARRATIVE

Took off to #3 position, 2nd element, 3rd flight. Over targetsame
position.

1 B-24 observed to jettison its bombs, ¢rash-landed in water, and
explode.

Dropped 3 X 1000 1b. GP bombs, 1 hr. delay tail fuse. Axisof
bombing run 137 deg. Aiming point boiler house. SW corner,
Blue target, Bombs toggled out, short, observed to skip into
target. Observed bombs from other a/c in tanks and vertical
pipes. Flak—Intense light llak and machine gun fire was
encountered continuously from about half way between I.P. and
target. Guns were manned and were waiting for this Group.
Fighters-—12-15 ME 109s and several unidentified twin engine
E/A. These a/c were circling formation and attacking crippled
afe. No attacks on this a/c. Several flak holes in this afc. On way
in one fighter was observed about half way between coast and tar-
get; circled the formation once but did not attack, On way out 10-
15 bursts of flak were encountered over coast line, Shortly after
target, a B-24, Capt. Houston, pilot, #995-C, was observed to go
into a steep climb and stall at 1,000 {t. 3 parachutes opened; plane
fell off on one wing and crashed.

Landed at Benina.
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DATE 1 Aug 1943

TYPE OF A/C B-24D
A/CNUMBER 225 (41-24225)
A/CLETTER Bar T

LWG TIME UP (445G
TIME DOWN 1800

TOTAL TIME 13 hr 15 min
TYPE OF CLOUD
AMOUNT OF CLOUD
VISIBILITY

TASK OR DUTY
TIME HEIGHT PLACE
0445

1315 Parget

1800

SQUADRON 68th

AIRDROME QR L.G.
Benina

MAP/CHART
Special target maps,

Ploesti Refineries-Blue

NARRATIVE

P 1st Lt. D.W_Alexander
CPF/O0 H.S.Gentry

N 2nd Lt. R.L.Fisher

B 2nd Lt. R.H.Bowyer

E T/Sgt. B.G.Gearhart TT
R T/Sgt. L.M.Petrie

AE S/Sgt. M.J.Balazovich
5/5gt. J.A Nosal RWG

G 5/8gt. JM.Goza TG

Took off to #3 position, 1st element,3rd flight.

Dropped 3 X 1,000 1b. GP with 1 hr fusing. Axis of run-137 de-
gree. Aiming point—Power House. SW corner of Blue Target.
Bombs were observed in target. Toggled out at minimum inter-
val. Flak—Intense machine gun and light flak; believed some
heavy flak was fired. Fighters—15 single engine; § twin engine,

No attacks on this a/c.

Landed at Benina.
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DATE 1 Aug 1943

SQUADRON 68th

P Capt. W.T.Holmes
CP F/O D.E.Fribley
TYPEQF A/C B-24 D N 2nd Lt.A.J.Piccolo
B 2nd Lt.A G.E.Bargeman
A/CNUMBER 211 (41-24211) E 5/8gt. E.L.Carlson TT
R S/Sgt. T.A. Laskowski
A/CLETTER U AE 5/Sgt. N.B.Smith LWG
G S/5gt. G.E.Ackley RWG
TIME UP 0449 G S/8gt. P.HL.McAtee TG
TIME DOWN 1805 AIRDROME OR L.G.
TOTAL TIME 13 hr 16 min Benina
TYPE OF CLOUD None over target. MAP/CHART
Tops of Cu 18/14,000
VISIBILITY Hazy over mountains Special target map.

TASK OR DUTY Ploesti Reflineries-Blue

TIME HEIGHT PLACE

0449

1210 150°  Target

1239

1805

NARRATIVE

Take-off to #1 position, 2nd element, 3rd {light. Lead ship over
western portion of Blue target.

Dropped 3X1,0001b. GP with 1 hr. fusing. Axis for run- 125deg.
Aiming point—Power House SW corner of target. Bombs toggled
out. Bombing results unohserved. Flak-Intense light machine
gun and some light flak from LP, to target. Fighters— 15-20 ME
109s and ME 110s, silvery gray in color. Observations—One E/
A apparently watching the formation over Greece on way in,
Radio jamming with a clicking noise, RWG and Navigator strafed
A.A. batteries. Observed 1 B-24 about [ive miles west of target on
ground; 1 man out waving a shirt, two other men in grass.
Observed Bar G with {ire burning fiercely between #1 and #2 en-
gines just over the target. Just over the target 1 ship ahead and
to the left pulled up steeply; 2 or 3 chutes came out.

Two men observed parachuting from a/c ahead. No report as to
what happened to a/c referred to.

Landed at Benina,
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DATE 1 Aug 1943 SQUADRON 68th
P 2nd Lt. G.P.Martin
TYPE OF A/C B-24 D Cp 2nd Lt. E.V.Hawkins
N 2nd Lt. E.H.Heyer
A/CNUMBER 731 (42-40731) B 2nd Lt. JF.King
E T/Sgt. H.R.Snead
A/CLETTER R ? R T/Sgt. J.A Shelton
/ G S/Sgt. E.N.Whitman LWG
TIME UP 0450 G S5/Sgt. J.F.Johnson RWG
G S5/8gt. W.J.Gaffney TG
TIME DOWN 1812 AERODROME OR L.G.
TOTAL TIME 13 hr 22 min Benina
TYPE OF CLOUD Scattered Cu. MAP/CHART
AMOUNT OF CLOUD 4/10 Special target map.
VISIBILITY  Good
TASK OR DUTY Ploesti Refineries-Blue
TIME HEIGHT PLACE NARRATIVE
0450 Taok off to #2 position, 2nd element, 3rd flight. Crossed target
in the same position.
1215 150 Target Dropped 3 X 1000 1b. American GP bombs, 1 hr, delay fuse, and

2 boxes of incendiaries, Axis of attack-—137 deg: Aiming point—
distillation plant west side of Blue target, Incendiaries fell short,
but bombs were on target. Flak—Intense light flak and machine
gun fire, beginning about six miles short of target and continued
for several minutes after target. This crew believes that some
heavy flak was fired, as large shell bursts were ohserved.
Fighters—OQObserved approx. 15 ME 109F’s, silver in color, attack-
ing [ormation in pairs. No attacks on this afe, Mechanical
failures-Guns in top turret would not fire, Observations—On
return trip observed 2 A/Ds near Berat/ About fifteen fighterson
the ground. A lew bursts of heavy flak encountered.

1812 Landed at Benina.
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DATE 1 Aug. 1943 SQUADRON 68th

P Capt. R.B,Houston
TYPEQFA/C B-24 D CP 1st Lt. L.V.Girard
N 2nd Lt. W, Scott
A/C NUMBER 995 (42-40995) B S/5gt. C.GMcMakin
E 5/8gt. W.B.Schoer
A/CLETTER C R T/Sgt. S.F.Sevick
AR T/Sgt. J.F.Ward LWG
TIME UP G S/Spt. C.W.Carlton RWG
G 5/5gt. M.L.Spears TG
TIME DOWN AERODROME OR L.G.
TOTAL TIME Benina
TYPE OF CLOUD MAP/CHART
AMOUNT OF CLCUD
VISIBILITY
TIME HEIGHT TARGET NARRATIVE

Unreported. Believed shot down at target after
bombing.
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HEADQUARTERS

NINTH U.S.AIR FORCE

GENERAL ORDER APQ 696, cfo Postmaster
NO. 90 New York, New York

16 Septembher 1943

AWARDSTOTHE 44THBOMBARDMENT
GROUP (H)

SectionIV.....c.ccnne . Awards to the 68th Bombardment Squadron
SECTION IV

1. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress approved 9 July 1918
{Bull.43 W.D.1918), and in accordance with authority delegated by the War Department, a Distinguished
Service Cross is awarded to the following named officers:

JOHN H. DIEHL, JR., 0-427313, Captain, 68th Bombardment Squadron, 44th Bombardment Group
(H). For distinguishing himself by extraordinary heroism in operations against the Ploesti Qil Refineries of
Rumania on 1 August 1943, As Commanding Officer of the 68th Bombardment Squadron, Captain Diehl
piloted the lead aircraft in a formation of B-24 type aireraft that attacked a highly important oil refinery at
extremely low altitude. Because of the nature of the target it was imperative for the lead pilot to follow an exact
course to and over the target. Some f{ifteen miles before reaching the objective, Captain Diehl’s aircraft was
subjected to heavy point blank anti-aireraft and machine-gun fire. Knowing that to take evasive action would
disrupt the close formation, Captain Diehl, thinking only of the complete destruction of the target ahead, and
with complete disregard for personal risk, kept fast to the course, leading his formation through fire and smoke
straight over the target. His courageous determination and exceptionsal piloting skill made possible the
successful bombing of the target. Residence at commigsion: Carlsbad Caverns, New Mexico.

REGINALD H. PHILLIPS, 0-435703, Captain, 68th Bombardment Squadron, 44th Bombardment
Group (H). For distinguishing himself by extra-ordinary heroism in operations against the Ploesti Oil Refin-
eries of Rumania on 1 August 1943. In a minimum-level attack upon a vital enemy installation made by B-
24 type aircraft, Captain Phillips was leading the second element of his squadron over the exacting course
required by the intricate nature of the target, when his plane was subjected fo heavy point-blank gunfire from
ground emplacements. Realizing that to take evasive action might jeopardize the success of the mission,
Captain Phillips bore directly to the target, leading his element through heavy smoke and fire to a brilliant
destruction of the target. His devotion to duty, his skiliful maneuvering of his aircraft, and his complete
disregard for aught but the success of his task, are a tribute both to himself and the Army Air Forces. Residence
at commission: Evansviile, Indiana.

2. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress approved 9 July 1918 (Bull,
43, W.D, 1918} and in accordance with authority delegated by the War Department in AR 600-45 par. 6 (2),
the following named officers are cited for gallantry in action and are awarded the Silver Star Decoration.

WALTER T. HOLMES, JR., 0-437615, Captain, 68th Bombardment Squadron, 44th Bombardment
Group (H). For gallantry in action while participating in operations against the Ploesti Qil Refineries of
Rumania on 1 August 1943, Captain Holmes was leading his element in the formation of an attack that was
carried out at minimum-altitude in a B-24 type aircraft, Due to the smaliress and location of the vital parts
of the target, it wags necessary to fly an exact course to and over the target to assure that the utmost damage
be done to the refineries. Captain Holmes headed his aircraft on course at the initial point, and about fifteen
miles from the target, and almost immediately was subjected to extremely intense anti-aircraft and machine-
gun fire at point blank range. Captain Holmes, knowing that evasive action such as would normally he taken
in a low altitude attack would disrupt the formation behind him, and thinking only of complete destruction
of the target ahead, held a straight course to the target. Although the target was very nearly obscured by a
smoke screen, except for the high chimneys, Captain Holmes, who realized the vital necessity of maintaining
the formation as briefed, led his element directly over the target, reflecting great credit to himself and to the
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Army Air Forces.
Residence at commission: Denton, Texas,

HOWARD R. KLEKAR, 0-727350, First Lieutenant, 68th Bombardment Squadron, 44th Bombardment
Group (H). For gallantry in action while participating in operations against the Ploesti Oil Refineries of
Rumania on 1 August 1943. Lieutenant Klekar served in the capacity of bombardier on the lead aireraft of a
formation of B-24 type aircraft which made a minimum-altitude raid on a very important enemy oil
installation. In the face of point-blank anti-aircraft fire during the extremely difficult and dangerous bombing
run, Lieutenant Klekar displayed exceptional calm, determination, and technical skillin leading the formation
to the target which was successfully destroyed. His great ability and gallant courage largely contributed to the
achievements of his formation. Residence at commission: Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

ROBERT J. STINE, 0-662388, First Lieutenant, 68th Bombardment Squadron, 44th Bombardment
Group (H). For gallantry in action while participating in operations against the Ploesti Qil Relineries of
Rumania on 1 August 1343. As navigator of the lead ship of a formation of B-24 t{ype aircraft that took part
in a vital attack on an important enemy oil refinery, Lieutenant Stine showed exceptionally great calm,
defermination and technical skill in leading the formation during the long and difficult trip across rugged,
mountainocus terrain and through bad weather directly to the target. Although faced with intense enemy
opposition, Lieutenant Stine did not falter in his task, and the succese of the mission was in a measure due to
his courage and perseverance. Residence at commission: Edna, Kansas,

3. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress approved 2 July 1926 (Bull.
8 W.D.1926) and in accordance with authority delegated by the War Department, a Distinguished Flying Cross
is awarded to the following named oflicers and enlisted men,

For distinguishing themselves by extraordinary achievement while participating in operations against
the Ploesti Oil Refineries of Rumania on 1 August 1943, During this extremely important attack made upon
enemy oil refineries, these officers and enlisted men of the 68th Bombardment Squadron, 44th Bombardment
Group (H), participated in the longest flight ever undertaken by 8o large a number of B-24 type aircraft. The
mission was rendered doubly hazardous by the fact that the attack was made at minimum altitude and that
tarpet area was very strongly defended by both anti-aircraft and machine-gun installations and numercus
fighter craft. By their alertness, prompt actions and splendid performance of their duties on this extremely
hazardous mission, these officers and enlisted men were largely responsible for the successful outcome of this
mission.

GEORGE P. MARTIN 0-666328 2nd Lt Residence at commission; Goose Creek, Texas
WILLIAM D. HUGHES 0-727993 1st Lt Residence at commission: Austin, Texas

DAVID W. ALEXANDER 0-376286 1st Lt Residence at commission: Hot Springs, Virginia
EUNICE M.SHANNON 0-665349 1st Lt (M.L.A.) Next of kin: (Father)Granbury,Tx.

ROWLAND B. HOUSTON 0-727991 Capt. (M.I.A.) Next of kin; Mrg, Maria G. Houston
(Wife) Long Beach, CA

EARLE V. HAWKINS 0-740805 2nd Lt. Maumee, Ohio
EDWIN H. HEYER 0-673565 2nd Lt. Chicago, Illinois
JOHN F. KING 0-734925 2nd Lt. Santa Rosa, California
HARRY R. SNEAD, JR. 13080788 T/Sgt. Philadelphia, Penns.
JACK A. SHELTON 35358135 T/Sgt. Terre Haute, Indiana
EDWARD N. WHITMAN 35306039 S/8gt. Cleveland, Ghio

JOHN F. JOHNSON 13035494 5/5gt. Saltville, Virginia
WILLIAM J. GAFFNEY 12143699 5/8gt. Brooklyn, New York
DONALD E. FRIBLEY T-190652 F/O Columbus, Ohio
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ANTHONY J. PICCOLO 0-670165
ALLEN G.E. BARGEMAN 0-730765
EDWIN L. CARLSON 13039285
NICK B. SMITH 35456201
GORDON E. ACKLEY 17035928
THOMAS A. LASKOWSKI 6853902

WILLIE B. WEANT (-729938
ROBERT C. PETERSON 0-730293
GEORGE R. HULPIAU 0-728486
WILLIAM J. GATES 17020494
MELVIN J. COLE 11012152
ALPHONSE J. TERWEY 37281321
JOHN (NMI) MERRIGAN 10601009
RAYMOND E, HAMLYN 0-740179
HOMER S. GENTRY T-150633
ROBERT L. FISHER 0-730244
ROBERT H. BOWYER 0-733519
BILL G. GEARHART 38100940
LOUIS M. PETRIE 35350939
MICHAEL J. BALAZOVICH 33014249
JOHN A. NOSAL 17029288
THEODORE B. SCARLETT (-660006
CARL O. HAWORTH 0-794004
ROBERT J. LEHNHAUSEN 0-728830
GEORGE W. TEMPLE 0-797243
ELWOOD B. COLLINS 0-733533
DENNIS E. SLATTERY 11018906

CLARENCE H. ROTHROCK 39453241

CLARENCE W. STRANDBERG 17025880

CLAYTON E. HELLER 19058569
ROBERT I. VOGEL 35310805
COLEMAN S. WHITAKER  0-885920
EUGENE P. VICKERY 0-794077
FRANCIS A BAUMAN 39020115
EUGENE L. GRIMES 6273409

ROBERT M. SMITH 13027651
ROBERT J. REASONER 34242418

2nd Lt, Amana, Nebraska
1st Lt, Davenport, Iowa

S/5gt. (M.I.A)) Next of kin: Edwin Carlson (Father)
315 Ann St. McKeesport
5/8gt. (M.LA.) Next of kin: Grace Smith (Mother)

Cincinnati, Ohio
5/5gt. Mankate, Minnesota
T/Sgt. Scranton, Pennsylvania
1st Lt. China Grove, N.C.
1st Lt. Ogden, Utah
1st Lt. Spokane, Washington
5/8gt. Kansas City, Kansas
T/Sgt. Waterbury, Connecticut
5/8gt. Minneapolis, Minnesote
5/Sgt. The Bronx, New York
2nd Lt, Reno, Nevada
F/O Fort Worth, Texas
1st Lt. Downey, California
2nd Lt. Phoenix, Arizona
T/Sgt. Marfa, Texas
T/Sgt, Westport, Indiana
S/Sgt. Coaldale, Pennsylvania
8/8gt. Bettenderf, Iowa
I1st Lt. (M.LA)) Next of Kin:  Edith Scarlett(Mother)
Erie, Pennsylvania
ist Lt. Armstrong, Jowa
1st Lt. Peoria, Illinois
2nd Lt. (M.I.A.) Next of Kin: Mrs. George C.Temple
New Dorp, New York

2nd Lt. (M.I.A)) Next of Kin: Edna Collins (Mother)
Columbia, Pennsylvania

T/Sgt. (M.IA) Next of Kin:  Mary Driscoll (Sister)
Miller Falls, Mass.

Sgt. (M.I.A.) Next of Kin: Thelma Rothrock (Wife)
Spokane, Washington

T/Sgt. (M.ILA.) Next of Kin:  John Strandberg(Father)
Minneapolis, Minn,

5/8gt. (M.LA) Next of Kin:  Parmer Heller (Father)
Concordia, Kansas

8/8gt. (M.LA)) Next of Kin:  Elsie Darman (Sister)

Youngstown, Ohio

Mrs Coleman R, Whitaker
{Mother) Route 2.
Petersburg, Tennessee
Gennie Vickery (Wife)
Canajoharie, New York
Mrs. Cathrine Bauman
(Mother) 9217 Klima St
L.os Angeles, California

2nd Lt, (M.I.A) Next of Kin:

1st Lt. (M.I.A.) Next of Kin:

T/Sgt. (M.I.A)) Next of Kin:

8/8gt. Cleveland, Oklahoma
M/Sgt. (M.LLA.) Next of Kin: Margaret Murray (Aunt)
5009 Pentridge St.
Philadelphia, Penn.
Eugene F. Reasoner
(Father) Route 2

New Plymouth, Ohio

S/Sgt. (M.IA.) Next of Kin:
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LOUIS V. GIRARD ' 0-885283 1st Lt. M.I.A) Next of Kin:  Mr, Will J. Girard
(Father) RFD #3,
West, Texas
WILLIAM (NMI) SCOTT (-796608 2nd Lit. (M.ILAL) Next of Kin:  Mrs., William H., Scott
(Mother) Clifton, N.J.
CHARLES G. MCMACKIN 11047450 S5/8gt. (M.LA) Next of Kin:  Mrs. Elizabeth McMakin
(Mother) Revere, Mass.
WALTER B. SCHOER 39826757 S5/8gt. (M.ILA)) Next of Kin:  George Schoer {Father)
Holstein, Jowa

4. By direction of the President, in addition to the Distinguished Flying Cross awarded to the follow-
ing named officers and enlisted men of the 68th Bombardment Squadron, 44th Bombardment group (H), as
published per competent authority, a Bronze Oak-Leaf Cluster is awarded to them under the provisions of the
Act of Congress approved 2 July 1926 (Bull. 8, W.D. 1926) and in accordance with authority delegated by the
War Department:

For distinguishing themselves by extraordinary achievement while participating in operations against
the Ploesti Oil Refineries of Rumania 1 August 1843. During this extremely important attack made upon
enemy oil reflineries, these officers and enlisted men of the 68th Bombardment Squadron, 44th Bombardment
Group (H), participated in the longest flight ever undertaken by so large a number of B-24 type aircraft, This
mission was rendered doubly hazardous by the fact that the attack was made at & minimum altitude and the
target area was very strongly defended by both anti-aircraft and machine-gun fire and numerous fighter
aircraft. Yet so exemplary was the flying skill and determination of these officers and enlisted men that the
operations were crowned with high success. Their achievements are a tribute to the Forces in which they serve.

GEORGE R. JANSEN 0-727998 1st Lit. Sacramento, Calif,

STEPHEN F. SEVICK 12044639 T/Sgt. (M.1.A.} Next of Kin:MarySevick (Mother)
Pittsburgh, Penn,

TAUNO I, METSA 36167686 T/Sgt. Detroit, Michigan

ISSAC A, FLESHER 16053266 T/Sgt. Towanda, Illinois

EDWARD F. BOWDEN 14002158 5/8gt. Glannare, Louisiana

GEORGE L. GREEN 36070105 5/8gt. Jerseyville, 111,

CARL L., CLELAND 35401281 S/Sgt. Sunbury, Ohio

GEORGE W. GUILFORD 14035289 T/Sgt. (M.LA.) Next of Kin: Manie E. Guilford
(Mother) Route 2,
Newton, Alabama

PATRICK H. MCATEE 35041343 5/5gt. Henderson, Kentucky

WILLIAM G. MORTON 6953931 T/5gt. Grand Jnetn, Colo.

JAMES M. GOZA 38208089 S5/5gt. Malvern, Arkansas

HERBERT M. LIGHT 0-727354 Capt. Long Beach, Calif.

FRANK E. CRO5S 14059223 T/Sgt. Red Devil, Alabama

DONALD H. INGRAM 39164255 T/Sgt. Los Angeles, Calif.

HENRY G. HAYES JR 14058968 S/Sgt. Cotton Valley, LA.

JACK O. BANTA 20833913 5/3gt. Bramen, Qklahoma

CORWINE C, HUFF 15018435 T/Sgt. Steubenville, Ohio

JOE F. WARD 34107345 5/8gt. (M.LA) Next of Kin: Mr, GelletWard (Father)
Slocomb, Alabama

CLYDE W, CARLTON 14037452 S/Sgt. (M.ILA) Next of Kin:  Mr. Mack T. Carlton
(Father), Lexington, N.C,

MILFORD L. SPEARS 37136575 S/Sgt. (M.I.A.} Next of Kin: Zetta Spears (Mother)

Springfield, Mo.
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13 August 1943
WIENER NEUSTADT, Austria

The object of this mission was the Messer-
schmidt 109 factory. Twenty three A/C from the
Group, of which the 68th sent eight A/C, attacked this
target. This was a very long flight to and from the
target area—lasting for over twelve hours. The 68th
suffered no casusalties on this mission, but one A/C
was erash-landed in Sicily when it ran out of fuel.
This crash-landing was very daring and a notable
achievement by the pilot, 1st Lt. Robert J.
Lehnhausen. The target was hit with very good
results after the Group battled through the enemy
defenses of flak and EAC. Twenty one A/C landed in
Tunis, one in Palermo, Sicily, and the other crash-
landed in Sicily. All eventually returned to the base at
Benina,

A/C numbers and Pilots were:
788 Lt. William D. Hughes
731 Li. Willie B. Weant

373 Lt. Eunice M, Shannon
071 Lt. George R. Jansen

211 Lt. Robert J. Lehnhausen
225 Lt. David W. Alexander
699 Capt. Reginald M, Phillips
813 Lt, Joseph D, Kessler

A/C #211, piloted by 1st Lt. Robert J.
Lehnhausen, made a daring landing in Sicily when
his aircraft ran out of fuel, This forced landing took
place on a small landing strip hedged in by rocky
terrain and the strip was all pocked with craters from
previous bombings by Allied planes while in enemy
hands. Lt. Lehnhausen landed his A/C with such ekill
that none of his crew was injured and the plane
suffered only minor damages. One EAC was de-
stroyed by the 68th on this mission while an addi-
tional two were destroyed by gunners from other
squadrons,

5/8gt. G.L. Kelsey, flying in A/C#699, destroyed an
ME 105.

16 August 1943
FOGGIA, Italy

Twenty three A/C of the 44th bombed the
target with good results. The 68th sent up five A/Con
this mission. One of our A/C failed to return due to
fire that broke out in the plane. Most of the crew
members bailed out. The group met with fierce en-
emy resistance in the way of stiffenemy flak and EAC
attacks. The enemy did not get off too lightly, how-
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ever. Eight EAC were claimed by the gunners of the
68th.

A/C numbers and Pilots were;

225 Lt, David W. Alexander

788 Lt. William D. Hughes

813 Lt, Willie B. Weant

699 Capt. Reginald H, Phillips -
373 Lt. Bunice M. Shannon (MIA)

EAC Claims for the 68th Gunners:
T/Sgt. Dennis E, Slattery

A/C #3173 destroyed an FW 190.destroyed an ME 109.
5/Sgt. Robert 1. Vogel

A/C #373 destroyed an FW 190.destroyed an ME 109.
T/Sgt. Bill G. Gearhart

A/C #225 destroyed an ME 109,
5/Sgt. James M. Goza

A/C #225 destroyed an ME 109,
T/Sgt. William G. Morton

A/C #788 destroyed an ME 109,
Iit. Robert C. Peterson

A/C #788 destroyed an ME 109,

A/C42-40373 2, NACHEZ BELLE, had the following
men on board:

P 1st Lt. Eunice M. Shannon 0-665349
Cranbury, TX

CP 2nd Lt. George P. Hersh 0-670542
Kansas City, MO

N  1st Lt, George W. Temple 0-797243
New Dorp, NY
2nd Lt. Elwood E. Collins 0-733533
Columbia, PA )

E  T/Sgt. Dennis E. Slattery 11019806
Miller Falis,CT

RO T/Sgt. Clarence Strandberg 17025880
Minneapolis, MN

WG Sgt. Clarence H, Rothrock 39453341
Spokane, WA

WG 5/8gt.Clayton E. Heller 17058569
Concordia, KS

HG 8/Sgt. Nick B. Smith 35456291
Cincinnati, OH

TG S/Sgt. Robert 1. Vogel 35310805

Youngstown, OH

MACR 3558 Crew bailed out except Hersh,
Heller and Smith. Heller and Smith were KIA and
Hersh had left his parachute behind his seat and was
not able to go back for it due to the fire. Shannon
offered to share his chute but Hersh refused sayingit
was his own fault and he would not jeopardize Shan-
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non’s chance of survival, He was last seen standing
on the catwalk.

and Sgt. Rothrock, who had a bullet wound
through his foot. We spent the night in the

Statement by 2nd Lt. George W. Temple:

Our plane was about a mile behind, four
minutes after the target. We were attacked by
24 yellow nose FW 1908, The attacks came in
from three, six, and nine o'clock level, and
pressed home almost to our wing tips.

The first 20mm. shell hit the flight deck
near the radio and set the upholstery and other
flammable material on fire. The next thing I
knew, twoengines were burning and westarted
down in a long glide, All the way down we were
under attack. On the way down Sgt. Smith, on
the belly gun and Sgt. Heller on one of the waist
guns were killed by enemy fire, Smith got two
enemy aircraft before he was killed, Vogel, the
tail gunner, got three, Slattery, in the top
turret, got two, and one of the waist gunners,
Rothrock, got two more, At 18,000 feet the pilot
gave the bail out signal; our intercom had been
shot away. He did a grand job of trimming up
the ship and giving everyone a chance to get
clear before he left his post. We all jumped
except the two dead men and the co-pilot. I do
not know why he did not jump. I opened the
emergency nose- wheel and bailed out. I fig-
ured I wanted a minute before opening my
chute and I was afraid that I would get excited
and open up too soon, so as I fell I followed the
second hand on my watch with my finger.
When it had been around once I pulled the cord
and she opened up nicely. I was coming down in
a valley with mountains all arcund me, but the
last fifty feet seemed to come up in & rush and
as I miscalculated the slope on which I landed,
my left ankle broke. It seemed only a minute
until an Italian farmer with a shotgun ap-
peared over the top of the hill. He got mecn a
mule and took me to a main road where a truck
wasg waiting. The truck took me to the local
police station in the town of Atella. The police
took my name, rank, and serial number. When
I refused to answer other questions they did
not press me further.

They had a doctor who looked after the
wound. With me at this time was Lt. Shannon,
who had a minor bullet wound, Lt. Collins, S/
Sgt. Strandberg, who had some 20 mm. frag-
ments in his right leg, Sgt. Vogel, who had
minor bullet wounds and two sprained ankles,
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police station and the next day we were taken
to Patenza. I was removed to the Provincial
Hospital of Saint Carle, about a mile north of
Patenza, which was run by some Catholic sis-
ters, They treated us well, but their facilities
were very limited.

We were here until the 10th of September
on which day the hospital was hombed by the
American forces, who were after the road junc-
tion and rail yards in town. In the hospital with
me at this time were Sgt. Rothrock and Sgt.
Vogel.

‘When the bombers came over on the tenth,
our hospital wag right on their bomb run, and
a short must have gotten us. The room next to
me was bomhed out and the stairway was
bombed. We succeeded in scrambling out on
some telephone lines. We went up to the hillsto
spend the night and get out of the bombing,
which was terrific. Next morning, we came
back to town and the police picked us up again.
We spent the night in jail, The following morn-
ing the Italians came in and told us we were
freetogoorto stay,aswewished, They offered
to protect us if we cared to stay, and advised us
to do so as the neighborhood was full of Ger-
mans. This we decided to do.

On the 17th of September, three Germans
armed with tommy guns came in. They had
seen a khaki uniform on a couple of us and
thought we were some friends of theirs and
came in looking for us. There were two of us
Americans in the room when they came in.
They asked where their friends were and we
pointed to the rear of the building. They went
back there and the Italians told them their
friends were gone and gave them some food and
drink and finally got rid of them. The Italians
had, in the meantime, hidden the cther three
Americans and given them pistols and hand
grenades to defend themselves with in case
they were discovered. The Germans went out
and piled into a truck and we had considerable

-difficulty dissuading a couple of our boys from

tossing in a couple of hand grenades with them.

Onthe 18th of September we went back into
the cells, locking ourselves in when the Ger-
mans came around searching for weapons. At
1530 the planes dive-bombed. They literally
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circled the building and some of the bombes hit
within fifty feet. After this happened, the Ital-
ians had had enough and decided to leave, 8o we
decided to shove off also. The Italiane gave us
guns, food and elothing and a safe conduct
letter. Knox, who was also wounded, and I
struck out together, feeling it was unfair to
hold up the uninjured members of the party. By
this time the British were bombing the place
regularly at 2200 hours. In the shape we were
in, we had quite a time getting up into the hills
before the bombing started. We finally made it
and spent the night in the mountaine. We had
agreed to try to meet the others at a farm up
there. When we got around there the next day,
from what the farmer said, it seems they had

" been there, but had gone. The farmer was
friendly and fed us and we struck off south. On
the way, we fell in with an Italian officer and he
gave ue directions for joining the American
troops. Later on we met {ive or six Italians who
were traveling the same way and, after a couple
of close shaves, we got through the German
lines, We finally stopped to rest when Knox felt
he could go no further, But we had hardly laid
down before five twenty- five pound shells
came over and changed our minds for us, so we
shoved off again. Later in the alternoon we saw
anumber of motor vehicles across a ravine and
I thought they were Americans. I couldn’t be
sure so we spent the night in the hills.

Early in the morning, we saw a farmer
coming with atall blond fellow, whose uniform
we did not recognize. I had my hand on my gun
and was shout ready to let him haveit, whenhe
spoke to us in English. He was a Canadian.

On the 25th Lt. George W. Temple flew down to
Tunis, and then was able to get back to the 68th.

T/Sgt. Strandberg, upon reporting back to the
base after his escape from Italy, stated that Lt.
Shannon said that Lt. Hersh had left his chute behind
his seat, walked to the catwalk and found out he had
no chute. He was unable to go back to get it because
of the fire in the radio compartment, When last seen,
he was standing on the catwalk, Lt, Shannen further
stated that Lt. Hersh refused to share Shannon’s
chute, saying that it was his own fault and he would
not jeopardize Lt. Shannon’s chance of survival.

Lt. Temple, 5/Sgt. Strandberg, and 5/8gt. Vogel,
have since managed to escape and report to the
Squadron at Shipdham.

18 August 1943
FOGGIA, Italy

This mission was a milk run compared to the
previous encounters at this target. The 68th sent up
five A/C on this mission. The target was hit with very
excellent results. No EAC were engaged or seen, but
heavy inaccurate flak was met.

A/C numbers and Pilots were:

699 Capt. Reginald Phillips, GP Lead
731 Capt. George Martin

813 Lt. Willie Weant

071 Lt. George Jansen

21 August 1943
CANCELLO, Italy

The 68th sent up four A/C on this mission. The
target was hit with good results. Approximately thirty
A/C of the enemy were met, and the 68th gunners
claimed four of them as destroyed.

A/C numbers and Pilots were:
731 Lt. Ben Gildart

813 Lt. Willie Weant

225 Lt. David Alexander
788 Lt. Robert Lehnhausen

EAC Claimsg for the 68th
5/8gt. CM. Ross,

A/C 813, destroyed an ME 109.
T/Sgt. W.G. Morton,

A/C 788, destroyed TWO ME 109s.
S/8gt. J. Merrigan,

AJ/C 788, destroyed an ME 109.

22 August 1943

The following Combat Crewmen, having flown
twenty five or more combat missions, arrived back at

Shipdham:

T/Sgte. Frank E. Cross, Herbert H. Gentry, Donald
H.Ingram, Tauno 1. Meisa, Corwine C. Huff, Patrick
H. McAtee, Jr.; S/Sgts. Carl E. Cleland, George L.
Green, Jack Q. Banta, Edward F. Bowden, Henry G.
Hayes, Jr., and Captain Robert J. Stine. All of these
men returned to the Zone of the Interior, with the
exception of Patrick McAtee, who remained at
Shipdham to become an instructor in the Synthetic
training department under Lt. Leonard Ludwick,
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26th August 1943

Orders were received for the 44th Bomb Group
to return to the “Home Base” at Shipdham. Gear was
packed, and the planes loaded and made ready for the
long trip back to England.

On the 29th of August, Captain Diehl was
promoted to Major and 2nd Lts. Homer E, Brown and
Harold Van Der Linde, Carl C. Bolick, Joseph d.
Brown, Thomas Graham, and William A. Riche were
assigned and joined the squadron.

Sgts. Manuel Weems, Chester R. Wolfe, Jo-
seph A, DeTota, and Morton S, Rifkin, all on DS, were
interned in Portugal.

Some of the other men who joined the squad-
ron during the month of August were: James W.
Caskey, Jr., Thomas Grokman, Edward E. Kopko,
Roy P. May, Jr., George E. McAlister, Lawrence
Perrine, Herman S. Pitchon, Douglas Ratledge, and
Arthur C. Ruhl

A relaxed lunch. The left side shows Nicholas Carsella,
Lou Rabesa, Unknown, Robert Doucette. On the right
side, Herbert Hedinger, Joe Crisman and Reeca Clift.

A ground crew, left to right: Howard Foley - Crew Chief,
Clifford Calbert, Jack "Chiggerhead" Waites, Emil Ukens
and Robert Chant. Kneeling is Robert Toles.

‘
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Lefl to right: James Boyer, Barton Crammer, John Wolfe,

Larry Villemez and R.D. Williams.
Dacembsr 30, 1942 at Shipdham.
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CHAPTER 11l
THE BUILD UP

'SEPTEMBER 1943 -0 q;rw{{

tions as Bombardier. 2nd Lts. John K. Walsh and

‘™—>dJohn R. Jordan, and F/O Edwin M, Ward were as-

Some of the aircraft stationed in the African
Theater returned to the “Home Base” in England to
ready for operations against the fortress of Europe,
while others remained in the African Theater to
further support the rapidly moving Allied forces.

During September, a total of eight operational
missions were flown by the group and the equadron,
three of which were diversionary missions for which
nosortiecredit was given, three of which were against
targets in the oceupied portion of Europe, and two of
which were flown from the African base against
Ttalian targets, Five additional missions were planned,
and later scrubbed due to adverse weather.

On September 1st, 1st Lt. Howard R. Klekar
was transferred to Group Headquarters as Group
Bombardier, after having finished his tour of opera-

John H. Diehl Jr.
Pilol/Commanding Officar
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signed and joined the squadron.

On September 5th, Captain Alfred C. Carr, Jr.
wastransferred to GroupHeadquartersto take charge
of Group S-2, Lts, Wilmer J. Garrett and Allen G.
Bargeman completed their tours of duty.

6 September 19438
NORTH SEA DIVERSION

This diversion was flown without incident by
the following pilots and their crews:

009 Lt. Sam Williams
731 Lt.Joseph Brown
699 Lt. William Hughes -
813 Lt. Willie B. Weant

7 September 1943
LEEUWARDEN, Holland

On the mission to the Leeuwarden Airdrome,
the 44th Group ( with the 389th Group), encountered
9/10 to 10/10 cloud over the target at 14,000 feet, so
the formation turned to attack a secondary target.
This was also cloud obscured. The formation then
turned again and set about to find a convoy it had
seen off the coast of Holland on this mission. It was
found and the bombs were dropped. The convoy of
ships, with escort vessels, was hit with an excellent
pattern being made, The convoy wasbracketed by the
bombs of the two Groups, and undoubtedly many hits
were scored.

A/C numbers and Pilots were:
813 Lt. David W. Alexander
009 Lt. Joseph D. Kessler

8 September 1943
ITALY SURRENDERS!!!

9 September 1843
ABBEYVILLE/DRUCAT, France

A mission to the Conches Airdrome was made,
but instead of hitting the primary target, a secondary
target was hit, Chartres, due to adverse weatherover
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Harry "Bull” Durham - Squadron Adjutant

J.D. "Big Mama" Ford - Aircraft Mechanic

the primary one. The secondary target was hit with
good results. Moderate but inaccurate flak was met;
three EAC were encountered and all three EAC were
shot down by the gunners, none of whom were from
the 68th squadron.

AJ/C numbers and Pilots were:
225 Lt. Willie B, Weant

009 Lt. Sam D, Williams

071 Lt. William D. Hughes
731 Lt. George P. Martin

On September 10th, 1st Lt. Carl O. Haworth
was transferred to the 72nd Replacement Control
Depot.

On September 11th, 1st Lt. Irwin Mervis was
transferred to the 506th Bomb Squadron.

On September 13th, Captain Reginald H.
Phillips, who piloted #699, The LEMON DROP,
across the Atlanticand flew it on most of his missions,
was transferred to the 14th Combat Wing. There
were also promotions for some of the enlisted men on
this date.

I.)( 6 September 1943
CONCHES AIRDROME, France

This raid was on the important enemy air-
drome at Conches. The bombing of the airfield, dis-
persal area, and repair hangars of the group was
quite successful, with direct hits being made on the
hangars. Flak was slight and there was no opposition
from EAC,

A/C numbers and Pilots were:
731 Lt. David W, Alexander
071 Lt. Willie B. Weant

225 Lt. Joseph D. Kessler

788 Lt. Ben F. Gildart (Abort) -

On September 16th, 1st Lt. Russell C. Lehr
was transferred to the 1415{ Combat Wing. Sgt. Clar-
ence Rothrock returned to base from the mission on
Foggia, Italy.

On September 17th, once agzin the planes,
with their crews and skeleton maintenance crews,
took off for abase at Tunis. The following men left the
base today: Major John H. Diehl, Captain George R.
Jansen, 1st Lts, David W, Alexander, Robert L. Fisher,
Allen G.E. Bargeman, Willie B, Weant, Chris Sand,
Theodore B. Scarlett, Eugene P. Vickery, Robert J.
Lehnhausen, Robert L. Ager, George J. Kelley, Jo-
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seph D. Kessler, Robert F. Stahler; 2nd Lts. Stanley
R. Nichols, Anthony J. Piccolo, John R. Jordan,
Coleman S, Whitaker, Robert H. Bowyer, Sam D,

Williams, Stanley J. Reich, Homer E. Brown, Jﬁes

R M“_Q_ﬁ_a.@, George P. Martin, Earle V. Hawkins,
Edwin H. Heyer, John F. King, Vangelo S. Safos,
Charles E. Cary, Harold J. Bellard, John J. Buck-
holts; F/O Homer 8. Gentry, William B. Altemus;
M/Sgts. Hughlette H. Salter, Ybur G. Campbell,
George W. Bryant, Robert M. Smith, Claude E. Lee,
Charlie C. Pigg, Frank E. Balz, Alfred A. Bagdonas,
Norman N. Hale, John Zarnosky, Barton D. Cramer;
T/Sgts. James F. Hamby, Lewis M, Petrie, Frank W,
Gavin, Harvey G. Holmes, George W. Guilford, Francis
A, Bauman, Thomas A. Laskowski, Jr., Wilson A,
Riche, Melvin J. Cole, Hilbert H. Hassing, Hilmer G.
Lund, Harry R. Snead, Jr., Jack A. Shelton, Freddy
Scheidegger, Irvin E, Roscher, Francie M. Wood,
Frank K. Ulatowski, August L. Blaschke, Lanning C.
Baker, Victor A. Lopez, Archie D. Clemmons, Arthur
C. Mullen, Jr.; S75gts. Harry C, Valot, Michael J.
Balazavich, James M. Goza, Ted R. Fernbach, George
L. Kelsey, Samuel Paffenrcth, Edwin L. Carlson, Eu-
gene L. Grimes, Robert J, Reasoner, Robert D. Tay-
lor, Douglas Ratledge, Charles M. Ross, Howard F.
Dart, David P. Van Dyke, Frederick A, Kenyon,
George E. McAlister, John H. Carstens, William J.
Gaffney, Edward H. Whitman, Cecil A, Johnson,
Robert G. Pierce, John F, Johnson, Harry J. Singer,
John A. Nosal, Walter E. O’Laughlin, Robert D.
Storovich, Gordon E. Ackley, Ashburn L., High, Wilson
P. Besse, Edward E. Dunn, Earl M. Semons; Sgts.
William Ploense, Samuel H, Miller, Gardner L.
Humes, Walter U. Wells, John M, Lyman, James D.
Mickey, Russell Hryvniak, Milton Feldman, Haynes;
Cpls. John L. Koch; S/Sgt. Harry J. Moyer, and Cpl.
Clifford A. Heiss,

2nd Lt. Raymond H., Townsend assumed
command of the remaining squadron.

On September 18th, Captain Walter T. Holmes,
Jr.and Captain Herbert M. Light were transferred
to the 2nd Bomb Division.

On the 19th the following men left for the base
at Tunis: 1st. Lts. Clarence M., Dooley, William D.
Hughes, Robert C. Peterson, George E. Hulpiau, Ben
H. Gildart, Jr.; 2nd Lis. Raymond E. Hamlyn, Frank
Davido, John R, Walsh, Harold Van Der Linde; M/
Sgts. Harcld I.. Hill, Richard D. Williams; T/Sgts.
William G. Morton, James T. Garvey, Herman L.
Sapp, John R. Anderberg; 8/Sgts. Alphonse J. Ter-
wey, John C. Merrigan, Anthony D’Amico, Richard
M., Burke, James M. Koontz, Roger N, Hutton; Sgts.
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Chriz Sand
Squadron Engineering Officer

Herbert Woodruff - Mess Officer
for Enlisted Mens Combat Mesa
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Roy Hagnes - Engineer James Cary and Herman Pitchon
No flying today.

Edward "Duich® Kopko - Engineer
Completed 17 missions of a aecond tour.

Charles Cary - Pilot
Raady to have a go at East Durham.
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Pronced

William J. Hilty, Vernon L. Wells, Wilbur C. Todd,

Fred A. Fisgus, Robert G. Chant, Lyman B, Linville, |

Clifford Calbert, and Cpl. Ive DiPerio.

21 September 1943
LEGHORN, ILtaly

The most successful missions of the month
were flown in the African Theater against Italian
targets. On the 21st, the docks and industrial canal
located in Leghorn was the briefed target. With the
44th Group leading the 389th and the 93rd Groups,
the mission began in rather unfavorable weather.
This caused the formations to get separated. The
93rd and the 389th decided to returntotheir bases,but
the 44th went on to the target. The target was clear,
and a visual run was made. The bombs fell in an
excellent pattern; the resulting effect was an excel-
lent bombing job. Slight but inaccurate flak was
encountered over the target, but no damage was
made to the aircraft. Bomb patterns later showed
that better than fifty six percent of the bombs fell
within 2000 feet of the briefed M.P.1. The 68th sent
five A/C on this mission.

A/C numbers and Pilots were:

813 Lt. Joseph D, Kessler

009 Lt. David W. Alexander

731 Lt. George P. Martin

T 071 Lt. Coleman S. Whitaker

699 Lt. Robert J. Lehnhausen (aborted mechanical
problems)

24 September 1943
PISA, Italy

A secondary target that was successfully hit
from the African based planes was the Pisa Marshal-
ing Yards. With the aircraft of the Group (five of
which were sent by the 68th) encountering no flak or
EAC, the bombs were dropped. The results later
showed that over sixty five percent of the bombs hit
the 2000 foot radius of the briefed M.P.1.

A/C numbers and Pilots were:
699 Lt. Ben H. Gildart
788 Lt. William D. Hughes
816 Lt. Sam D, Williams

699 Lt. Robertd. Lehnhaugen
071 Lt. Coleman S. Whitaker

Sgt. Clarence Strandberg returned to base
from the Foggia, Italy mission.

In September, the following men joined the

68th squadron: Lloyd V. Allbright, Arthur R, Ander-
son, Daniel G. Areford, William H. Barker, Stockton
R. Bartel, Homer E. Brown, Bryson,John H. Carstens,
James W. Caskey, Jr., Donald C. Duncan, Horace C.
Ellis, Hilbert H. Hassmg, Thomas C. Hatch, Haynes,
John R. Jordon, Frederick A. Kenyon, Arthur S.
Marcoullier, Alphonse Mattino, Mockley, Warren E.
Moore, James R. McDonald, George E. McLister,
Charles H, O'Malley, Samuel Paffenroth, Clifford
Peterson, Norman J. Peterson, Stanley J. Reich,
Charles M. Ross, John P. Scott, Harold L. Slaugm,
August F. Smaniotto, Raymond H. Townsend, Jr.,
Grover C. Trumbo, Harry C. Valot, David P. V;
Dyke, John R. Walsh, Edwin M, Ward, Jr., James‘%
Weatherford, Sam D, Williams, and Wood.

In review, enemy airdromes and enemy mar-
shaling yards were the main objectives to be hit by
this Group in both theaters. The month of operations
proved to be quite successful, and one without any
losses by the 68th. A total of nineteen sorties (cred-
ited) were made by the 68th during this month and
four diversionary flights were made with no sortie

credit. L/”/
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OCTORBER 1943

Only four accredited operational missions were
flown during the month of October. One of these
missions was the Wiener Neustadt, Austria raid,
made from the African based planes of the 44th
Group. Also, three diversionary flights were made
during the month.

1 October 1943
WIENER NEUSTADT, Austria

On this mission, bad weather was a great
hampering factor, As the target area was reached, 10/
10 clouds were found. A small hole in the clouds was
located, too small for a completely successful bomhb
run; however the bombs were dropped on the in-
tended target—the Airframe Works, but with poor
results. A further contributing factor to the poor
results was the intensely accurate flak that was met,
and the flerce enemy fighter engagements that oc-
curred. The 44th Group suffered a total of eight A/C
lost due to enemy action. Of the losses, the 68th lost
one A/C. The 44th Group bore the brunt of the enemy
fighter attacks, with 55 to 75 ME 109s and 20 to 25
FW 1905 attacking. Strangely enough, Ilcl:_a’ir;m& N
was lost to these fighter engagements, but the enemy
lost 43 ME 109s and 7 FW 190z, (plus 3 ME 109s as
probably destroyed). The gunners of the 68th claimed
13 of these fighters,

/5He | Sontve ,@:,L,
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Bob Lehnhausen - 0. talking with Joy Smith after a
rough one. Smitty's ship, FLAK MAGNET was properly
named. It was rare when this ship did not require ell night
maintenance to repair damage caused by {lak.

The 66th Sqd. lost two A/C; the 67th Sqd. lost
three A/C; the 68th Sqd. lost one A/C; and the 506th
Sqd. lost one A/C, The 66th lost A/C 41-23811, FACI-
NATIN’ WITCH, piloted by Lt. Richard Bridges and
AJC 42-728717, piloted by Lt. Thomas Hobson. The
67th lost A/C 41-23918, BELA, piloted by Lt. George
Bronstein, A/C 42-41017, piloted by Lt. Reginald
Carpenter, and A/C 42-72853, piloted by Lt, Charlie
Henderson. The 68th lost A/C 41-23816, BLACK
JACK, piloted by Lt. Coleman Whitaker and the
506th Sqd. lost A/C 42-72857, piloted by Lt. Stanley
Olson,

This was the last mission to be flown from the
African base for the 44th Group, a fact which was
welcomed by all the men.

A/C numbers and Pilots were:

813 Lt. Willie B. Weant

699 I.t. Robert d. Lehnhayse

731 Lt. George P. Martix? SrapLed

225 Lt, David W. Alexander

788 Lt. William D, Hughes

816 Lt. Coleman S, Whitaker (MIA) g o

@t. Joseph D. Kessler # fype Dm&@/

All these aircraft bore some marks of the fray
that cccurred at the target area. Both fighter and flak
attacks were intense, A number of our personnel
were wounded.

EAC Claims:

T/Sgt. William G. Morton Top Turret 1 ME 109
destroyed.
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Sgt. George L. Humes Tail Gunner 1 ME 109
destroyed.

5/8gt. George L. Kelsey ~ RW Gunner 2ME1098
destroyed.

S/Sgt. Richard M. Burke LW Gunner 1 ME 109
destroyed.

S/Sgt. Ashburn L. High LW Gunner 1 ME 109
destroyed.

5/5gt. John F, Johnson RW Guoner 1 ME 109
destroyed.

T/Sgt. Thomas J. Laskowski LW Gunner 1 FW 190
destroyed. and 1 ME 109 destroyed.

5/8gt. Charles M. Ross, Jr. Tail Gunner 1 ME 109

destroyed.
5/8gt. Harry C. Valot H. Gunner 1 ME 109
destroyed.
Lt. H. Van Der Linde Bombardier 1 ME 109
destroyed.

5/8gt. Robert D. Storovich Tail Gunner 1 ME 109
destroyed.

CASUALTIES (Injured)
S/8gt. John F. Johnson Hand
S/Sgt. John A. Nosal Hands

5/Sgt. Robert D. Storovich Back wounds
5/8gt. Edward H. Whitman  Head and arms
5/8gt. Gordon E, Ackley Both legs

Missing in action A/C 41-23816 X BLACK JACK
MACR 3312 had the following men aboard:

P 2nd Lt. Coleman C. Whitaker 0-885920
Petersburg, TN

CP 1st Lt. Theodore B, Scarlett 0-660006
Erie, PA

N 1st Lt. Eugene P. Vickery 0-794077
Canajoharie, NY

B T/Sgt. George W. Guilford 14035289
Hartford, AL

E  S/5gt. Edwin L. Carlson 13039285
McKeesport, PA

RO T/Sgt. Francis A, Bauman 39020115
Los Angeles, CA

WG 5/8gt. Anthony IYAmico 38197204
Maringovan, LA

WG S5/Sgt. Wilson A, Riche 32143092
Auburn, NY

HG M/Sgt. Robert M. Smith 13027651
Philadelphis, PA

TG 8/Sgt. Robert J. Reasoner 34242418

New I?Iymouth, OH

George Guilford, bombardier, added these
comments,
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The Build Up

We were over the target and were getting
hit by flak and fighters, but I didn’t know to
what extent. There was no communications
between the crew members at that time. The
navigator, Lt. Eugene Vickery, tapped me on
the shoulder and motioned that he was bailing
out. I didn’t know anything about the rest of
the crew at this time, A few seconds later, the
plane took a direct hit from flak and went into
anose dive. I could not bail out. I was knocked
out for a few seconds and when I came to, I was
falling and I opened my chute. I could see small
pieces of the plane floating around....

I was captured as soon as I hit the ground
and was carried to the hospital with shrapnel
wounds in my neck,

At the hospital they told me they had a crew
member of mine there—and it was Bob Rea-
soner, our tail gunner. He was severely burned
on his face and head. That is when I learned
about our plane being on fire. I was hospital-
ized for two weeks and was then sent to Stalag
17B. T think they repatriated Reasoner a few
months later, Carlson was in the same POW
camp as me,

Captain John H. Diehl, Jr. completed his tour
of operations today.

L.C, Baker remembers his experience of this
day some forty-five years later as if it happened
yesterday. He was a member of Joe Kessler’s crew for
the mission to Wiener Neustadt on October. 1, 1943,

L4FPs, V.8,
Our crew was made up of the fo]lowi.ug}
men: Pilot: Joseph Kessler Co-Pilot: William
Altemus; Navigator: ‘m

ker; Ra.dm

Nosal; Waist Gunner: Gordon Ackley: and Tail
Gunner; Robert Storovich, We were flying A/C
009, W MARGARET ANN.

We were hit hard by both fighters and flak

_ over the target area. Vic Lopez, who normally
gat at his equipment, stepped down into the
bomb bay for some reason and by doing so,
escaped the flying pieces of metal from a shell
that exploded in the radio compartment. A
piece of something cut the back of my right
flying boot but did not touch me, I was in the
top turret at the time.

We took a direct hit of flak hetween the
right waist gun and thetail, The waist gunners,
Ackley and Nosal were both badly wounded in
the legs. The tail gunner, Bob Storovich, was
hit in the spinal area by flak.
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We came out of the battle with all four
engines running, but No. 1 was smoking badly.
With three wounded crewmen, no radio equip-
ment, and the hydraulic system shot out, the
pilot decided we should get down as quickly as
possible.

We landed on a grass runway on a field
near Bari, Italy—not too far from the front—
manned by Canadians flying Spitfires. On our
approach, we cranked down the flaps and the
landing gear saving what hydraulic pressure
we had left for the brakes. The Canadians fired
flares indicating we should not try to land on
such a short strip. With our radio out, we had
no way of telling them our problem, so we just
proceeded to land.

We used all the landing strip and then
some, Much to the surprise of the Canadians,
we did no damage to their strip, but we did tear
up a wire fence and leave some deep ruts in a
tomato field beyond.

Leavmg Marrakech October 6, 1943. Martin hit a stons
fence with the gear and flew around until daylight so the
crew could bail out and the ship be brought in for a crash-
landing. There were no injuries but "HAG MAG" was sent
to the salvage yard. The crew had to hitch a ride back to
England via Air Transport Command. George Martin -
Pilot, Ear! Hawkins- Co-Pilot and Harry Snead - Engineer
made a succeasful erash-landing.
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We immediately got ambulances for the
wounded and they were taken to an American
Field Hospital somewhere tothesouth of where
we landed. The next day we went to the hospi-
tal to visit and determine the extent of their

wounds, We were told that Gordon Ackley

would have to be sent to the States for special
surgery, then, no doubt, he would he discharged.
Ihave never heard just whatdid happen tohim,
Johnny Nosal was to remain in a hospital for a
couple of months. Hereturned to the squadron
around Christmas time, 1943.

John finally went back to flying duty and
was shot down on the same day I was: April 8,
1944. However, we were not on the same plane,
HeandIspent the rest of the war at Stalag 17B.
Bobby Storovich was paralyzed from the waist
down. A emall piece of flak damaged his spinal
column, causing the problem. We kept in touch
until he died in the mid. 1950& while living in
California.

The Canadian Spitfire pilots shared what
they had with us. They were housed in an old
tobacco warehouse that served as a mess hall

Aleng about dark, the Canadian pilot who
had the cot next to me camein carrying a couple
of packages. He introduced himeelf while undo-
ingone of the packages. It turned out that each
parcel contained a bottle of Canadian Club.
These pilots routinely got onebottle permonth.
He had received two because the Squadron was
short several pilots and by the luck of the draw,
he had an extra one. He'd had a hard day, and
50 had 1. So we made the situation more pleas-
ant by consuming most of one hottle. I had a
good night’s sleep but a terrible headache the
next morning.

Ireturned his hospitality in part by giving
him my fleece-lined flying suit along with the
boots, one of which had been damaged by the
flak. He was most grateful, because he said it
was much better than anything he had.

We eventually were taken to an American
Air Base where we were returned to England
via Air Transport Command. What ever hap-
pened to the B-24? As far a8 I know it may be
still sitting there.

Editor’s note: No such luck; it was repaired and then
transferred to the MTO (Mediterranean Theater of Opera-
tions).

and sleeping quarters. After our evening meal,
we were given stretchers with short logs on
which to sleep. The oneIwas assigned had heen

occupied by a pilot that was shot down a few
days before we arrived,

Chuck Cary, Charlie Deurell and Edward Purcell
all completed their tour of operations in mid 1944.
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Major Franciz Mc Duif and Captain Jim O'Brien
in April 1943.
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e . - i ] . R o - U [
Frank Ulatowski driven by Joe Mooney, our instrument Some of the Ground Crew sweating'em out. Thiawas a daily
gang from the 68th, After our inventory increased to routine for the Ground Crews as well as the Combat Men
twenty one A/C from the original nine, these two men still that were not scheduled [or the day.
provided all the insirument maintenance necessary for
the Squadron.

Waiting their turn for take-off at Shipdham.
Nota the mud along the taxi ramps. If a plane got off the taxi ramp,
the mission would most likely be scrubbed. Note V for VICTORY waiting its turn in the dispersal area.
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HEADQUARTERS
44TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Qffice of The Station Commander

APO 634, U.S.Army
3 October 1943.

LETTER ORDERS
1. PAC in Verbal Instructions from CG 2nd Combat Bomh Wing dtd 1 Oct 1943, the following named
Officers and Enlisted Men of this Group will proceed by ATC fr their present temporary sta ofa 4 Oct 1943 to
Marrakesh and thence to final destination in the UK. A flat per diem of six dollars ($6.00) is authorized while
traveling and while on TD at Stations where qtrs. and rations are not furnished or available. Payment when
made is chargesble to the following authorities 12-40425 FSA 194244 1-5600 P 432-02 CTRS,

1st Lt. Harry A Durham
1st Lt. Clarence M. Dooley
1st Lt. Ben H. Gildart, Jr.
2nd Lt. John R. Walsh

Sgt. Frederick Fisgus

Sgt. John M. Lyman

5/Sgt. Richard M. Burke
Sgt. Milton (NMT) Feldman
3/Sgt. Robert 1. Vogel

2nd Lt. Charles E. Cary
2nd Lt. John J. Buckholts
Sgt. Roy C. Hagnes

8/Sgt. Wilson P, Besse
S/8gt. Earl M, Semons

Sgt. James D. Mickey
S/Sgt. Edward M. Whitman
1st Lt. Joseph D. Kessler
2nd Lt. Vangelo S. Safos
T/Sgt. Lanning C. Baker
S/8gt. John A. Nosal

8/Sgt. Walter E, O’Laughlin
S/8gt. Gordon E. Ackley
S/Sgt. Harry J. Moyer
Capt. George R. Jansen

OFFICIAL; (Signed)

HARRY A. DURHAM
1st Lt., Air Corps.
Adjutant,

Capt. Alfred C. Carr, Jr.
2nd Lt. Norman A, Vickery
2nd Lt. Frank (NMT) Davido
T/Sgt. Herman L. Sapp
T/Sgt. John R. Anderberg
Spgt. Norman B, Linville
Cpl. Ivo F. Di Pgrio __—
Sgt. Carl E. Bender

1st Lt. Robert F. Stahler—"
2nd Lt. Harold W. Bellard
T/Sgt. Archie D, Clemons
T/Sgt. Arthur C. Mullen
S/Sgt. Edward K. Dunn
2nd Lt. George W. Temple
T/Sgt. August L. Blaschke
S/Sgt. John F, Johnson
F/0. William B, Altemus
2nd Lt. Harold Van Der Linde
T/Sgt. Victor A, Lopez
S/Sgt. Robert D. Storovich
S/8gt. James H. Koontz
Cpl. Clifford A, Heisa
T/Sgt. Harvey G. Holmes
Capt. Myron F. Sesit

By Order of Lt. Colonel POSEY,

HARRY A. DURHAM
1st Lt., Air Corps.
Adjutant.
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4 October 1943
DIVERSIONARY OFF HELIOGOLAND

Diversionary flights are usually considered
“Milk Runs,” but the one that was flown on this date
was anything but a “Milk Run.” The purpose of this
flight was to attempt to draw enemy fighters from the
main effort which was directed at Frankfurt, Ger-
many. Near Heliogoland, 30 to 50 aingle engine EAC
attacked the Group on this diversionary flight. The
44th lost one plane when a shot-up enemy aircraft
crashed into it. The 68th suffered only two personnel
casualties—both wounded slightly. Lt. Arthur Mar-
coullier led the 44th Group, flying an A/C from the

gzg .E’S‘th Squadron. The 506th Sqd. lost A/C 42-40989,

piloted by Lt. Frederick Johnston.

CASUALTIES FROM FIGHTER ATTACKS:

5/Sgt. Alphonse Matting RW Gunner Arm—shell
splinters.

S/Sgt. Daniel C. Areford LW Gunner Right hip—
shell splinters.

EAC CLAIMS:

Sgt. Thomas C. Hatch Top Turret 1 ME 109

damaged.

Lt, George W. Temple returned to base from
the Fogpia, Italy mission,

5 October 1943

The following men were transferred from the
392nd Bomb Group today: Lts, Harry W. Jacobs and
Paul A. Jones, and Sgt. Raymond P. Heid.

6 October 1943

Lt. Edward R. Mitchell transferred from the 67th
Sqd. today.

9 October 1943
GDYNIA, Germany

Amission tothe submarine slipsat Danzigwas
planned and flown on this date, but the ship-yards at
Gdynia, the secondary target, were hit instead. A
personnel failure was the cause of the secondary
target being hit instead of the primary target. The
lead bombardier misjudged the identification of the
target and in the resulting confusion toggled the
bombs. The Group dropped their load off the Lead
ship. The bombs fell ahout two miles short of the
target, which was covered by a very effective smoke

screen. Flak at both of the targets was moderate and
effective, Approximately 20 to 25 EAC were encoun-
tered over Sjaelland, near the Danish Coast with
several of our A/C sustaining battle damage from
both of the enemy attacks. Four EAC were destroyed
and gseveral probables were scored. The 68th, sending
up but two A/C, had a field day at the enemy’s
expense. All four of the destroyed enemy planes
claimed were made by the Dead Eye Dicks of the
68th. Four other EAC were claimed as probables or
damaged.

A/C numbers and Pilots were:
971 Lt, Arthur R. Anderson
858 Lt Arthur R. Marcoullier

The following men completed their four of
operations today: Sgts. Robert H. Wright, LeRoy
Richwine, Albert E. Hill and Samuel H. DeBerry.

EAC CLAIMS:
S/Sgt. John H, Milgjevich Tail Gunner 1 ME 110
destroyed.
S/Sgt. JohnF. Scott  Hatch Gunner 1 ME 109
destroyed.

S/Sgt. Gordon Brandon LW Gunner 1 ME 110
destroyed and 1 .JU 88 probable.

Lt. Paul A, Jones Navigator 1 ME 220
damaged.
Lt. Charles O’'Malley Bombardier 1 FW 190
destroyed.
Lt. Grover C. Trumbo Bombardier 1 ME 109
destroyed.
S/Sgt. Lloyd Allbright RW Gunner 1 ME 109
probable.

*C" Flight Chief - John Zarnosky and his wheels.
The jeep was a real status symbol in those days.

97




The Build Up

Freddie Scheidegger, near camera, and John
Zarnosky in front of plane, watching the un-
loading of personnel affects before ship was
turned over to salvage crew.

11 October 1943

Sgt. Adolph E, Brzozowy returned to the Zone of the
Interior. .o

_ 48 October 1943
DIVERSION OVER NORTH SEA

Another diversionary flight over the North
Sea was made and the enemy was again drawn away
from the main effort. The enemy made several weak
passes at the Group, but no damage was done or
claims made,

A/C numbers and Pilots were:
501 L, Robert J. Lehnhausen
551 Lt. Arthur S. Marcoullier
071 Lt. Harold L. Slaughter
858 Lit. Joseph J. Brown

21 October 1943

- 8gt. Carl E, Cleland was killed in an airplane
crash at Sunbury, Ohio,

28 October 1943

Captain Robert A. Norsen completed his tour
of operations today.

In October, the following men joined the
68th squadron; Victor A. Adams, Richard E. Allen,
Norris 8. Ballangrud, Archie D. Barlow, David A.
Barlow, Charles W. Blakley, Earle E, Boggs, Gordon
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(. Brandon, William Brandon, Joseph R. Breman,
Frederick C. Butler, Thomas F, Capizzi, James G.
Cary, Douglas E, Churchill, Warren J. Clark, John d,
Cleary, Patrick J. Colosimo, Edmund F. Connors,
Chester A, Crants, Michael S. Crawford, Wayne D.
Crowl], Earl W. Culbertson, Herman N. Curtis, John
L. Dickinson, Roy Dimay, Edward E. Dunn, Patrick
J. Fries, William H. Gentry, Alexander Glaudel, Clyde
F. Gordon, Rhodes C. Gordon, John W. Griffin, Hal-
langrud, James E. Hanson, Robert E. Hardwick,
Hart, Herbert A. Hastings, Nicholas M. Heiter, Mil-
tonHester, Jr., Frank Hock, Donald R. Hoeltke, John
A Holenbeck, Hartwell R. Howington, Earl P, Howser,
Ireland, Harry W, Jacobs, Park H. Jones, Jr., Paul A.

ones, Richard J. Kasten, Kellar, Alfred M. ﬁein,
Charles F. Kuch, Robert L. Lee, Myron H. Longan,
CA. Martin, Chester Martin, Gary M. Mathisen,
Smith J. Meador, Jr., James D, Mercer, Edward R.
Mitchell, Michael P. Mitsche, Billie B. Myers, Rudy S.
Myers, Jr., George E. McAlister, Donald G. McCan-
dless, Harry H, O’Hara, Richard R. Osburn, Jack M.
Ostenson, Andrew S. Palencia, O’Hara, Richard R.
Osburn, Jack N, Ostenson, AndrewS. Palencia, Joseph
E. Playford, Edwin?. Purcell, Purman, David C.
Putnam, Clarence D. Reeves, Alvin A. Rosenblatt,
Milton L. Rosenblatt, Andrew J. Ross, Herbert W,
Russell, Earl M. Semons, William H. Seyler, Clair P.
Shaefler, Frank G. Shea, Charles W. Shockley, Wil-
lism W. Smith, Frank W. Sobotka, Jr., Roy .
Steadham, Thomas M. Tate, Leo M. Tyler, James C.
Williams, Jr., Michael P. Zdonick, and Max Zucker-
man.

Eight other missions were planned for this
month, but these were all scrubbed due to adverse
winter weather, which seemingly always arises guite
suddenly. The total number of accredited missions
from this month may be small in number, but it is
large in experience and incidents. A total of sixieen
(16) accredited sorties were made on diversionary
flights. The 68th lost one A/C and crew, and sustained
seven (7) battle-injured personnel for the month of
October. The reunion of the whole Group on an
operational basis was enthusiastically made and
preparations for bigger things was begun.

Statement by W.C. Todd; On the Wiener
Neustadt mission,

The ship I was assigned to, 788-S, had con-
siderable damage, both mechanical and sheet
metal, and Chris Sand had it red-lined. There-
fore, when the Group was alerted to return to
England, we were not able to make it. Several
pieces of equipment had to be left behind for
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our use, in order to get the ship repaired. A
couple of days later, when we were ready to go,
we had difficulty in making room for the extra
equipment but finally got it all aboard. Before
we had taxied to the main runway, an English
lorry came after us, with a couple of guys
waving frantically to get our attention. Finally
the pilot (William D. Hughes) stopped to see
what the problem was, and was amazed to find
that one man {English Army) was trying to
hitch-hike back to England, It seemed this was
his first leave after two years in the desert and
he was desperate to get home. After some
discussion among the crew, Hughes told him to
jump in as we could find room for one more, At
this time the lorry swung around and backed
up to oneof the waist windows and the twomen
started throwing bags and hoxes aboard. These
guys surely don’t travel like the Yanks: each of
us had one bharracks bag partially full. This
man had four or five bags plus two or three
boxes. We finally were able to {ind a spot for
everything including him, but we had a tail
heavy ship, and several of us moved out onthe
catwalk and up to the flight deck to better
balance our overloaded condition. I slid under
the flight deck and up next to the nose wheel,
After using all the runway, plus a few addi-
tional feet, we were finglly airborne. Our first
stop was for refueling at Marrakesh before
starting out for England, As wecircled the field
at Marrakesh before making our approach, we
could see a B-24 that was pretty well busted up.
We were able to identily the tail marking and
then finally the call letter R. That was a 68th
ship, HAG MAG, Freddy Scheidegger’s ship.
Later that day we were told that it had hit the
stone wall at the end of the runway the previ-
ous night when it had taken off for the trip to
England, The crew could not see what damage
had been done to the main gear until daylight.
They flew around Marrakech from midnight
until daylight so they could examine the gear
. damage in the daylight. The gear would not go
up nor would it lock in the down position so
everyone bailed out except George Martin, the
pilot, Earle Hawkins, the co-pilot, and Harry
Snead, the engineer, who brought her in for a
crash-landing. There were no injuries; how-
ever, 731 R was destined for the salvage yard
afterithadbeen transferred to the M.T.O. This
crew returned to base via ATC. T

On October 1st, 1943, striking at the Messer-
schmitt fighter plane plant at Wiener Neustadt near

Crew leaving England on June 26, 1943. Standing left to
right: Howard Dart, Jack Shelton, Barton Cramer, Ed
Whitman, John Zarnosky, Harry Snead, William Galfney
and Robert Pierce. Kneeling - left to right: Freddie
Scheidegger, Earl Hawkins, Johnny Johngon, John King,
Edwin Meyer and George Martin. A -4077 3f

Viennasa, the 44th suffered another shattering
blow. On a previous mission there, shortly after the
Ploesti raid, the defenses were negligible and the
Forty-Fourth, taking off from Benina and landing at
Tunis on their refurn, had not suffered any losses or
demage. But this time it was different., Taking off
from Tunis in the early hours of the morning, the
Group reached the target shortly after noon, and was
met with an attack of flak, terrible in its intensity,
and wave after wave of German fighters. Explosives
rent the sky a8 a result of direct hits to bombh-bay and
wing tanks of several Liberators. Falling planes and
drifting parachutes filled the skies. The vicious battle
continued as the bombers made their turn from the
target. Though the toll and damage was heavy o the
enemy, a number of bombers failed to reburn to base.

The AVENGER #788 S, piloted by Captain
William D. “Doc” Hughes (with Lt. Raymond D.
Hamlyn as co-pilot) had made both missions to Wie-
ner Neustadt, At inferrogation Hughes reported:

The first mission to Wiener Neustadt was
easy; nothing much happened, and we thought
that this trip would also be just another step
towardshome, The Ninety Third and the Three-
Eighty-Ninth Bomb Groups were ahead of us
as we hit the LP. Our hopes of an easy mission
soon faded as gunners started to call out fight-
ersat twelve, one,and two o'clock high, sitting
right on top of the target. They had let the two
groups ahead through without attacking, pre-
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ferring to jump the tail-end group, which was
us,

They were queuing up for a head-on at-
tack, and in flights of three or four abreast they
started through the formation. The first at-
tack erippled some of our force and broke up
our formation. We managed to get our hombs
away and started a running hattle for home.
The Luftwafle was out 120 strong, attacking by
twos from every position of the clock. It was
every man for himself, as the pilots attempted
to get back into some semblance of a formation.
The AVENGER’s gunners were fighting des-
perately, alone, and drove off attack after at-
tack, shootingdown three ME 1098 and damag-
ing saveral others. However, before we were
outofthebattle area, our hydraulicsystem was
shot out, and an elevator cable cut. Sgt. William
Morton, our engineer, cinched the hydraulic
lines to save the fluid by bending the severed
ends and effecting a splice in the elevator cable.
This made it possible for us to return to base.

For his outstanding ability to act in extreme
emergency, Sgt. Morton was awarded the Distin-
guished Flying Cross.

On the mission, twenty-five bombers reached
the target, with fifteen lost (eight crews), and two of
the ships ditching in the Mediterranean Sea. The
Luftwalfelost 43 fighters to the bomber gunners,with
many probables, constituting one of the bitterest air
battles of the entire war.

Soma Ploesti veterans at a Cario swimming pool. Back
row - left to right: Waiter Pairick, William Murphy, Carl
Cleland, 6£8th Sqd. Front row, all from the 68th.: Frank
Croas, Jack Banta, Patrich Mc Atee and Herberi Gentry.
Al have completed their missiona and are ready for state-
side.
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Reprinted from the “Eastern Daily Press”,
Qctober 16, 1943

AMERICAN COLONEL WINS
CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL

On a Norfolk Airdrome—September

Now that the General Officer command-
ing the United States Air Force has revealed
that the Eighth Air Force played a big part in
the raid on the oil refineries in Rumania on
August 1st, I can lift the veil upon a dramatic
story that has particular interest for Norfolk.

Col. L.W. Johnson, with another Officer
of the same rank, who belongs to the Ninth Air
Force, wag awarded the Congressional Medal—
the American V.C.—for the part he played in
leading the daring attack on Ploesti,

A DESPERATE HAZARD

The story of how the Ploesti raid was
planned, rehearsed and carried out rivals that
of the Mohne Dam raid in its dramatic quali-
ties. Hereitis. One daylate in May Col. Johnson
and other Group Commanders were called to
headguarters from their Norfolk stations and
told that the Eighth Army Air Force was to be
gent to Africa to join with the Ninth in a
mission of immense, perhaps vital strategical
importance. It involved—for Liberator bomb-
ers which normally operate at between 20,000
and 30,000 feet—the unusual role of roof-top
attack,

So, as often as they could spare from the
customary sorties over Germany and Northern
France, the pilots and the crews of these Lib-
erators in Norfolk practiced over English soil
low-level formation, getting used to a different
bomb sight, and to laying their practice “eggs”
from zero feet on the bombing range, as the
first reheargals for the great day.

Then they were ready for the “dress re-
hearsals,” Packed to the limit of their capacity
with men—for askeleton ground staffhad tobe
taken as well as the flying crews-—and kit, they
took off from Norfolk on their long journey, in
three stages to the airfield in the Libyan Des-
ert. There a model of their target furnished
them with a more realistic objective for further
intensive training.

Even that period had to be interrupted for
high level bombings of Naples and other Medi-
terranean targets and for the great day raid on
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the Littorio marshaling yards at Rome, Out of
that exploit they came, fortunately, practically
unscathed, as the Luftwaffe and the Italian
fighters seemed disinclined to accept the chal-
lenge of the formidable armament and the
splendid formation flying technique that the
Liberator force had developed during their
training over Norfolk.

Then the great day came, Officeras and
men in their “briefing” had been told that
success in the raid on the Ploesti refineries
would probably make it impossible for the
German armies to hold their line in Russia:
they might well even be compelled to withdraw
to the Dnieper.

Events have proved how sound was that
estimate. Only a week after the Ploesti raid
Orel fell and since then Moscow has been able
to claim a succession of unprecedented sum-
mer victories over the Nazi invaders.

Of the Rome raid the men were told with
some confidence that it would mean Italy being
out of the war within two months. There again
the prophecy has been triumphantly fulfilled.

The story of the Ploesti raid has already
been graphically told.

In a flight of seven hours across the Medi-
terranean, over the Greek mountains, and just
west of the Bulgarian capitol, across the wav-
ing cornfields of the rich Banat and the swift-
flowing Danube—yellow, not blue—those Lib-
erators, with more than 2000 men in them,
reached the relative cover of the Transylve-
nian Alps before turning south again to brave
from zero feet the intense flak defenses of the
oil field that provided one-third of Germany’s
total supplies—and now supplies little or none.

Three hundred tons of high explosive, all
delayed action because many of the planes
were no more than ten feet above the ground at
times—some of them got back to Africa to find
Rumanian corn in their bomb racke—and
hundreds of clusters of incendiaries, made the
. oil fields of Ploesti that day a close thing to
Dante’s Inferno.

Filled with smoke from the buming oil,
the Liberators had the additional defying
swarms of enemy fighters. More than fifty of
those fighters fell victim to the deadly fire of
the Liberators’ air gunners, but it was a sadly
depleted and battle scarred force that eventu-
ally returned to the Libyan base 1200 miles
away. The loss was heavy, but still lower than
expected from a raid that had so many unusual
dangers,
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THE ATTACK ON WIENER NEUSTADT

The Eighth Army Air Force's part in the
Middle East was not yet done, however, Almost
before they had time to get their second wind
after Ploesti they had to bomb up again to
attack the great Messerschmitt factories at
Wiener Neustadt, in Austria. That mission has
also yielded rich dividends in damage to a vital
Nazi war factory and—what was probably
more gratifying to airmen—the destruction on
the ground of large numbers of the enemy’s
best fighting planes.

Colonel Johnson is a regular soldier. He
graduated from West Point—the American
Sandhurst—in 1926, and served as a infantry
officer for two years. After qualifying as a pilot,
he was transferred to the Army Air Force in
1929 and saw service in the Philippines for
three years and at various home stations in the
United States before he came to England six-
teen months ago.

NOVEMBER,1943

By the winter of 1943-1944, the strategic
bombing missions of the U.S, 8th Air Force were
nearing their ultimate form. Tactics, teamwork, and
equipment had been greatly improved. The percent-
age of plane losses was being cut by the potent long-
range P-51 Mustang and other fighters equipped
with drop tanks that permitted them to escort heav-
ies deep into Germany. Yet for all these hard won
gains, the essential character ofa mission had changed
very little since the first crews set out to prove
daylight bombing.

Amission was still a protracted ordeal. Many
airmenspent five to ten miserable hoursjammed into
a cramped duty station and weighted down with
about sixty pounds of gear. Besides parachutes and
Mae Wests, they wore flak vests (steel reinforced to
protect them from flying metal), heavy clothing (to
keep them from freezing), oxygen masks, that were,
as one co-pilot described, “like a clammy hand clutch-
ing the lower part of your face.” With all this gear, a
concentrated effort was required even for a simple
task. The navigator logged his position every few
minutes, the radio operator listened to static in his
earphones hour after hour, and the pilot and co-pilot
struggled to hold the plane close, but not too close to
the rest of the formation while the gunners scanned
the skies for fighters while trying to stay awake and
alert, More than anything else, a migsion was hard,
complicated work—and not just for the air crews. For
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a routine raid, many tens of thousands of men—
planners, ordnance, mechanics, and specialized per-
sonnel—toiled for hundreds of thousands of man
hours to put several each of hundreds of heavies over
a German target for about five minutes. But a suc-
cessful bomb run made all the effort worthwhile, and
the airman could say with satisfaction, as one did
after a raid on the port of Emden: “When the Ger-
mans start putting those fires out they won't have
enough water left to make a good pot of tea.”

The order for a mission usually reached the
headquarters of the various bomber groups late in
the day, preceding the raid, and it always sets off
intense activity along the hardstands (the paved
areas where the planes are parked), The first group to
be activated was Ordnance, whose job it was to load
and fuse the bombs. Many times they had to unload
the planes and return the bombs to the bomb dump,
especially when the previous day’s mission had been
scrubbed or the bombs were brought back from a
mission. They would generally finish up around day-
break. A corps of specialists assigned to each squad-
ron hurried to complete any service or repairs of the
planes’ sheet metal, oxygen equipment, instruments,
guns, and propellers. But most of the work on each
bomber was the responsibility of two or three perma-
nently assigned mechanics. The plane was their pride
and joy; they boasted of the number of missions it had
flown, and suffered—and sometimes wept—when it
failed to return.

Toiling all night if need be, the mechanics
swarmed over their plane, testing the controls, in-
specting the brakes and landing gear, checking tires
for burns and rubber fuel tanks for leaks. Most
important, they tuned and retuned the planes’ four
engines, listening intently for any sound of trouble.
Replacements of flak damaged, or overtaxed, worn-
out engines, were common.

Generally, each squadron changed several
engines a week, with the exception of the return from
the desert when seventy to eighty percent of all
aircraft had the engines changed. Engine changes
became routine and two mechanies could change an
engine in less than eight hours—any eight hours, day
or night, regardless of weather or conditions.

The exact weight of fuel and bombs had been
specified by the mission planners, whose calculations
took into account many factors—the distance to
tarpet, the expected wind speed and the planned
cruising altitude. Typically, fuel made up more than
half of the total load. The B-17 and the B-24 both

consumed fuel in huge amounts. It required ahout
nine tons, nearly 2800 gallons for a mission deep into
Germany, No matter how carefully the load was
apportioned, unforeseeable circumstances could cause
emergencies, The trip home assumed no bombs and
the lighter load meant better gas mileage. However,
unexpected bad weather sometimesforced the bomber
formation to turn back short of the target. In such
cases the mission commander made a choice of a
preselected alternate target, target of opportunity, or
jettisoning of the bomb load (which had a different set
of ground rules for Germany than for the occupied
countries.)

Early on mission day, usually long before
daybreak, the air crews were awakened and they
dressed quickly before going to chow. They ate as
much as their jittery stomachs could hold and would
then head for the briefing room, The briefing officer
would open the curtains that conceal the map and the
yarn that stretches from England to the target in
Germany. In careful detail, the weather outlook, the
target, the proper approach to the target, and the
German defenses, was described. The synchronizing
of the watches generally completes the briefing. After
the flare to start engines wag fired, there was a short
run-through of the engines; and the planes taxied out
on the strips, awaiting their turn to take off at thirty
second intervals. After forming is completed for each
group, then they head for 2 rendezvous with the
fighter escorts. This generally happened with clock-
like precision over France. Many fighters had todrop
out and return to bage as they crossed into Germany,
and now only the long range fighters were still with
the formation. Enemy fighters tried to penetrate the
formation as fighter cover was being exchanged,
hoping there would be a few seconds of delay between
the escorting fighters so they could make at least one
pass on the unescorted bombers. Enemy fighters
would veer away over the target so the ground de-
fenses could get a clear shot at the bombers on the
bomb run. The pilot of the lead plane turned on
automatic pilot and then the lead bombardier took
over the flying of the plane through the bomb sight
until bombs were away. All bombs were released at
preset intervals. All planes in the formation dropped
their bombs off of thelead plane’s drop. The pilot took
over the flying of the plane once again and the
formation headed for home,

After the return of the main part of the Group
from Africa, some Organizational changes were made
at Shipdham. The 14th COMBAT WING (new)under
the command of Colonel Johnson was formed and
being staffed, mostly from the 44th personnel. Colo-
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nel Posey assumed command of the 44th with Major
Beam as Deputy Commander.

The extent of future operations was outlined
by Colonel Johnson in a talk to new combat crews.
The number of B-24 groups was to be increased, and
a larger number of crews and planes assigned to each
squadron. Each squadron would be built of up to
twelve ships each. A new section formation was to be
put in use. Bombing would be done through cloud
cover (which obscured targets from the eye of the
bombardier); an innovation in the technique of
bombing with the aid of radic would be introduced
that will permit bombardiers to hit their targets
through 10/10ths undercast. The words H2X,
MICKEY, and PATHFINDER would become com-
mon around the bases and it would not be too far
distant when each Group would be led by these
Pathfinders. Finally each squadron would be fur-
nished its own crews and planes to handle this new
technique that the British have been using for some
time, PFF equipment will practically eliminate “bad
weather days” for our bombers.

The enemy was doing his best to protect its
military targets from these daily bombing attacks.
Largenumbers of enemy fighters, now shootingrocket
projectiles, came up to intercept the bomber forma-
tions with vicious attacks. The range of the fighter
escort now enabled P-47s and P-38s to provide fighter
cover during almost the entireroute of a mission, and
the arrival of a formation of the “Little Friends” at a
rendezvous point was a welcome sight to the men in
the Liberators.

Norway and Germany were the recipients of
blows that were struck by the 44th Group and the
68th Squadron during the month of November. Seven
operational accredited missions were flown during
this month, all of which could very easily be classified
as major raids.

3 November 1943
WILHELMSHAVEN, Germany

Shipyards were the objective of the first mis-
sion of this month, With five ships of the 68th in the
44th formation, bombs were dropped through clouds
on smoke markers, with unobserved results. With
excellent fighter support, the formations met with
very weak attacks by EAC, There was also moderate
inaccurate flak at the target.

Laft to right: Robert Fisher, Donald Burkhead, Richard
Donald and Sterling Dobba at Site Four. These men are
headed for the Chow Hall for a leisura lunch on a non-

flying day.

A/C numbers and Pilots were:
805 Lt. Ben H. Gildart
971 Lt, Joseph P. Keasler
551 Lt. Sam D, Williams

507 Lt. Arthur R. Anderson
813 Lt. George P. Martin

4 November 1943

Today’s mission was scrubbed again. This is
tough on Ordnance who worked all night loading
bombs. Three R.AF. planes crashed near here last
night. One was brought in by the Co-Pilot, as the
Pilot was dead. Ships were all badly shot up. Qur
ships are being reloaded tonight,

5 November 1943
MUNSTER, Germany Ve

The second mission of the month was against
the railroad junction here. This junction supplies the
nervecenter for the flowing of traffic by canal and rail
through the Ruhr Valley. It was intended to be a
Pathfinder type of mission, but the clear weather
permitted visual bombing to be used instead. The
results of the attack were fair to good, the crosswinds
making the aiming of the incendiaries difficult. This
arealived up to itg reputation—it ranged from heavy,
accurate intense to moderate, inaccurate predictor
controlled. “FLAK ALLEY"” it was! A few enemy
aircralt were seen, but no attacks were made on the
44th Group.
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Paul Jones receiving the Air Medal from Colonel Dent.
Paul was Navigator for Townsend’s Crew and became a
POW on April 8, 1944, at Brunawick. He was returned to
Base Iater,

A/C numbers and Pilots were:
156 Lt. Park H. Jones, Jr.

971 Lt. Frank W, Sobotka, Jr.
507 Lt, Hartwell R. Howington
551 Lt. Sam D. Williams

858 Lt. George P. Martin

225 Lt. Robert J. Lehnhausen
501 Lt. Harold L. Staughter
699 Lt. Ben H. Gildart, Jr.

Captain William Hughes, who has twenty-four
missions in, had to abort today. P-38s escorted him to
home base. Captain Jack Bass was transferred out of
the squadron today.

Due to bad weather, missions were scrubbed
for the 6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th. Finally, on the 10th, the
weather cleared enough for some practice flying,

On the 6th, Major John Diehl was transferred
to Wing. Captain George Jansen is our new Com-
manding Officer. Richard Butler is going back on
combat after being grounded from wounds received
in May at Kiel, Sgt. George Schad was married to an
English pal over at Watton today.

On the 9th, William Gates, (16 missions, in-
cluding Ploesti), is being rotated back to the States.

On the 12th, men with blood type O were
alerted to support Daniel Areford in his upcoming
operation. As of today he is still too weak to undergo
the operations.
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Dennis Slattery and Robert Vogel just arrived
from Africa today. After their escape in Italy, they
met up with a Group from England that was on their
second DS in the desert.

13 November 1943
BREMEN, Germany

The second largest port in Germany was the
objective of this mission. Bremen, with its extensive
port facilities and its importance as a transport (rail)
center, was a very fine plum for the 44th to hit. The
mission, however, proved to be less than successful,
with the bombs being dropped on Pathfinder flares
from the B-17s. The results were unobserved. Ad-
verse weather was the excuse for the apparent lack of
flak over the target, but it was not detrimental to the
enemy fighters which rose to give fierce engagements
to the attacking formations. The enemy used the
dense contrails to make theirattacks, and this proved
to be a very successful technigque. About fifty EAC
made their attacks on the formation from all direc-
tions. The results were that the 44th lost two aircraft,
neither from the 68th, and the claims were 3-2-1. The
Group was plagued with a numher of mechanical
failures in the aircraft that participated in this mis-
sion. The 68th had five aircraft that sborted due to
a variety of reasons. The Group had & total of thir-
teen abortions, A large number of these were due to
the intense cold that existed at the higher altitudes.
2nd Lt. Arthur R. Anderson did a beautiful job of
landing a badly shot-up plane, flying under the power
of only one engine. The plane landed at the home base
on one engine and a blown out tire. Three of his crew
were injured by the enemy encounters, but all recov-
ered, in spite of the rough landing.

A/C numbers and Pilots were: ‘i
501 Lit.James G. Carey “\MM
971 Capt. Willie B. Weant - {

551 Lt. Arthur R. Anderson A id

LG~ S GHTEL {4
This aircraft sustained extensive battle dam-
age and due to the very excellent piloting was deliv-
ered back to the home base. This A/C landed with one
engine a blown out tire. Three of the gunners were
wounded and refused any sort of aid in order to call
opt the fighter attacks, and aid, in general, the
remaining unwounded members of the crew.

These three men were;
S/8gt. Loyd V. Allbright
S/5gt. Warren E. Moore
5/8gt. John P. Scott



The Build Up

EAC Claims—S/Sgt. Rudy 8. Myers, RW Gunner, 1
ME 109 damaged.

16 November 1943
OSLO, Norway

Otlo was the briefed target for the 44th, but
a target of opportunity at Rjukan, Norway, was hit
instead. It was a hydro-nitrate plant. Only two A/C of
the 44th (one of the 68th) were represented in this
migsion, the others having been recalled earlier, The
results of the mission were termed very good. No
enemy encounters were experienced and sporadic
flak on the Norwegian coast was met.

156 Lt. Hartwell R. Howington represented the 68th
on this mission.

18 November 1943
OSLO, Norway

With almost uncanny accuracy, the 44th Group
bombed Kjeller Airdrome—a supply, repair, and
maintenance depot located near Oslo. Over 98 per-
cent of the bombs landed within 2000 feet of the
briefed M.P.1,, and 30 percent of these were within
1000 feet. In the predawn take-off, much difficulty
was experienced during the assembly of the forma-
tion due to the adverse weather conditions. Finally,
the formations were effected and the flight toNorway
begun, To reach the target, the Group had to fight its
way through attacks by enemy fighters and flak,
Other similar engagements were met after hombing
the target. The Group paid a penalty, with the loss
of five A/C, two of which were from the 68th. How-
ever, the enemy did not get off too lightly—claims
were made for six destroyed, four probables, and an-
other five damaged. The gunners of the 68th shot
down five, with one probable,

A/C numbers and Pilots were:

156 Lt. Frank W, Sobotka, Jr,

858 Lt. George P. Martin

635 Lt. Smith J. Meador, Jr.

507 Lt. Hartwell R. Howington

225 Lt, Park H. Jones, Jr.

788 Capt. William D. Hughes

231 Lt. Edward R. Mitchell QMIA)

971 Capt. Willie B, Weant (MIA)—forced landing in
Sweden

EAC Claims:

Lt. Charles O'Malley
destroyed.

S/8gt. Charles Shockley

Bombardier, 1 FW 190

LW Gunner, 1 ME 109

probable.

5/8gt. Don L. Hart
destroyed.

Sgt. Richard J, Butler
destroyed.

S/Sgt. John Merrigan
destroyed.

LW Gunner, 1 JU 88
LW Gunner, 2 JU 88

Tail Gunner, 1 ME 109

Merrigan was later killed on this same mission.

Captain William Hughes finished his tour
today, and will be heading back to the States very
shortly. Sgt. Ike Flesher rode his number twenty five
with Hughes today, and is ready for a trip Stateside.

A/C 42-7231 E MACR 1381 had the following men on
board:

P Ist Lt. Edward R. Mitchell 0-728013
Sioux City, IA

CP 2nd Lt. Richard R. Osburn 0-678132
Washington, DC

N  2nd Lt. Robert E. Hardwick 0-746482
Barnsville, OH

B 2nd Lt. James E, Hanson 0-671429
Cardeville, AR

E  T/Sgt. William H. Hess 15095162
Logansport, IN

RO T/Sgt. William H. Gentry 39389081
Pomeroy, WA

WG S/Sgt.Henry H, O’Hara 32436174
Brewster, NY

WG 5/8gt. Michael S. Crawford 34267452
Blue Ridge, GA

HG §&/Sgt. Milton Hester, dJr. 18076405
Post, TX

TG S/Sgt. Billie B. Myers 18166363
McCroy, AR

Nothing was heard from this crew. This A/C ig be-
lieved to have been shot down by EAC over the North
Sea.

A/C 42-63971 W, HELEN HYWATER, MACR 1377

had the following men on board:

P Capt. Willie B. Weant 0-729938
China Grove, NC

CP Lt. Col. William H. Brandon 0-404078
Florasville, TX

N  Capt. George J. Kelly, Jr. 0-727021
Annspolis, MD

B  2nd Lt. John R. Jordan 0-734920
Wilkes Barre,PA

E  T/Sgt. Frank W, Gavin 7001235
Tampa, FL:
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RO T/Sgt. Samuel Paffenroth 32402095
Pine Island, NY
WG T/Sgt. George L. Kelsey 18053366
Bokchito, OK
WG  5/8gt. Samuel] H. Miller 13090675
Loganville, PA .
HG 5/Sgt. Walter U. Wells 171605725t
Joseph, MO
TG S/Sgt. James M. Goza 38208089
Halvern, AR

19 November 1943

Bad weather kept the Group grounded for the next
three days.

Although the weather was still cold and rainy,
today is going to be a big day for the 44th. Generals
Eaker, Devers, and Spaats arrived at the base on
November 22nd to present awards to Combat Per-
sonnel for their part in the low level attack on the
Ploesti Oil Fields back in August. Everything on the
base was in top shape, George Bryant taxied V FOR
VICTORY around in front of the control tower, and
covered the FLYING EIGHTBALL with paper. Ev-
eryone was in class A uniforms, the press showed up
by the truck-load, and all participants of the Ploesti
mission were front and ecenter for the presentation of
awards.

By now the weather didn't seem quite as bad,
nor the rain quite as wet. However, it was going to
continue to keep the Group grounded through No-
vember 25.

Standing left to right: Earl Culbertson - Co-Pilot, Harry
Jacobs-Bombardier, Paul Jones-Navigator, Smith Meador
- Pilot. Seated left to right: John Hollenbeck - Engineer,
David Putman - Radio operator, Thomas Tate - Gunner,
Ray Heid - Gunner, Frank Hock - Assistant Engineer and
Joseph Brennan - Assistant Radio Operator.

26 November 1843
BREMEN, Germany

For the second time this month, Bremen was
the target borbed by the 44th. This time the indus-
trial area was the target, with a good pattern being
made. However, accurate photo interpretation was
difficult due to the effective smoke screen and the
intermittent clouds. One A/C waslost on this mission
(a 66th plane) due to a collision caused by prop wash.
Fighter attacks by the enemy were experienced on
two occasions, with the Group claims being two
destrayed, one damaged and one probable destroyed.
Heavy sccurate flak at Heliogoland, moderate to
intense, fairly accurate barrage type flak at the tar-
get, and sporadic but accurate flak from the target to
the coast were encountered by the group, with eleven
A/C being damaged. Several cases of flak injuries
were reported along with many cases of frost-bite.
One man from the 68th died of suffocation when his

oxygen mask froze. & mM.<emos
____—.______,..---'7

A/C numbers and Pilots were:

813 Lt. Hartwell R. Howington
514 Lt. Joseph P. Kessler

699 Lt. Arthur S. Marcoullier ¢~
501 Lt.James G. Cary

CASUALTIES:

S5/Sgts. Thomas M. Tate and Walier E.
O’'Laughlin, and 1st Lt. Joseph P. Kessler all sus-
tained frozen hands and feet. 5/Sgt. Earl M. Semons
was killed by suffocation when his oxygen mask

froze. M, ‘Lp /¢

There was a bad accident this mo

while the planes were forming. Sh.lp
hit an air pocket and dropped dowy on one-efeturs
(68th). The tail was knocked off th lane and it
went into a spin. There were no sur¥ivors. Our ship
pulled out of a spin at about 4000 feet and returned
fo base with no more problems. (The plane numper
was 42-7501 piloted by James G. Cary.) Th
C was 41-24234 MR. 5 X 5, piloted by Alexander
Trolese. R.A.F. went out in force tonight, starting at
about 1830 hours.

30 November 1943
SOLIGEN, Germany

“Flak Alley” was the area for this mission.
Soligen was the target, wmh its important manufac-
turing of aircraft parts, afd special steels, This target
is located in the heart of the Ruhr Valley. The assem-

¢
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Ray Townsend's Crew. Back row, lelt to right: Captain Donald's Crew, Standing left to right:
Douglas Churchill - Gunner. ? Footz - Gunner.

Ray Wenke - Gunner. Vernon Torkleson - Radio Operator,
James Dick - Gunner. Robert Gjestrom - Enginear.
Robert Bray - Gunner. Richard Donald - Pilot.

John Lyman - Radio Operator. Sterling Dobba - Co-Pilot.

Archia Clemons - Engineer. Donald Burkhead - Bombardier.
Front, left to right: Knesling:

Paul Jones - Navigator. William Flood - Nose Turret.

Ed Ward - Co-Pilot. Robart Elstead - Gunner.

Ray Townsend - Pilot. Lauren Fisher - Navigator.

Walter "Wormy™ Nealon - Bombardier.

41-23813 Victory Ship. Pilot, Walter T. Holmes and Crew Chief George Bryant. One of our original ships that flew oversess
in October 1942. It flew forty nine missions belore being lost at Escalles Sur Buchy, France
on January 21, 1844 with Pilot Allred Starring and Crew.
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bling was difficult due to the heavy and high clouds.
The Group, alone, formed and crossed the Dutch
Coast where slight, heavy, inaccurate flak was en-
countered. Failing to find any B-17 formations from
which to bomb by, the through-clouds technique led
the Group to turn back and make landfall. The
weather was very cold, resulting in ten men being
minor frost-bite victims.

AJC numbers and Pilots were:
635 Lt. Ben H. Gildart
514 Lt. Sam D. Williams -~
156 Lt. Frank W. Sobotka ¢~
858 Lt. George P. Martin
813 Lt. Harold L, Slaughter
225 Lt. Park H. Jones, Jr.
507 Lt. Arthur S. Marcoulli ]
LG4 for AATHOC & AN DER S0

In November, some of the men who joined the
squadron were: Clark, Fedonchuck, Hugh I, Finn,
William H. Hess, William J. Hilty, Mason W. Johnson,
dr., Donald J. Logan, Leon O. Meyer, George E.
Perrin, Jr, and Raymond G. Wenke.

At the end of this month, seeing the Group
with seven operational accredited missions, it is well
tosummarize the total outcome in casualties, results,
etc. The 68th had a total of thirty six (36) accredited
sorties for the month. Two A/C were lost to enemy
attack and twenty (20) men are listed as Missing in
Action. Six men were Wounded in Action and two
others were Killed in Action, These figures apply only
to the 68th squadron, Eight other missions for the
month were planned, all of which were of the major
type against important German targets, but they
werescrubbedin every case because of bad weather.
To say the least, this month was a month of great
importance because of the type of targets that were
being hit—all vital to the enemy war machine.In
nearly every case great damage was inflicted upon
the enemy, both in EAC destroyed and in the dam-
apged targets. The feeling of proud achievement is
with all the men as this month rolled past,

DECEMBER 1943

Of the ten accredited missions {lown this
month, seven were directed against targeis in Ger-
many and three against targets in France. The seven
raids on German targets were all of major impor-
tance.

1 December 1943
SOLIGEN, Germany

Since the attempt on this target during No-
vember was unsuccessful, it has been chosen again to
start this month, The main objective was the gero-
casting works. PFF hombing technique was used
because of bad weather, so bombing results were
unobserved. Considering the location of the target,
surprisingly little flak was encountered. The enemy
fighter attacks were very weak, duetothebest fighter
protection to this date, One A/C of the 67th was lost
to reasons unknown— A/C 42-7544, piloted by Lt.

Edward Taylory Qi ssep TARGE?”
AJC numbers and Pilots were;

7
699 Lt Arthur R, Andereon  [RL2$9%
501 Lt, James G. Cary
514 Lt. Sam D. Williams-Category “A” Damage
813 Lt. Harold L. Slaughter

2 December 1943

We heard our first Air Raid Alert last night in some
time. Red (twenty miles) and then White (fifty
miles). Today’s mission was scrubbed due to weather.
Captain George Jansen, our new C.0,, was pro-
moted to Major and Lt. Harry Durham was pro-
moted to Captain. Both handed out cigars.

3 December 1943

The R.A.F. was out again last night in force,
The target was Berlin,

4 December 1943

Last night the R.AF, was active again. It
appears that they made two trips, as they could be
heard early and again very late. An R.AF, man said
they dropped between thirty and forty four thousand
pound Block Busters on Thursday night (December
3). A few Short Sterlings came in to our base last
night for emergency landings, &ll shot-up as usual,
Sgt. Maurice Kane was married in Norwich today.
Cpl. Arthur Rooks’ o.k. for marriage is pending, as is
Cpl. Juseph Tarquinio’s.

5 December 1943
COGNAC/CHATEAU BERNARD, France

This mission had to be abandoned due to very
dense and high cloud conditions that prevailed. No
fighters were encountered but intense, accurate,
heavy flak was encountered, with no damage result-
ing to the eight A/C the 68th sent up.
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A/C numbers and Pilots wers:
501 Lt. James G, Cary
635 Lt, Ben H. Gildart
858 Lt. George H, Martin
514 Lt. Sam D, Williams
813 Lt. Arthur R. Andersen
225 Lt. Robert F. Stahler —
156 Lt. Frank W. Sobotka .~
5§07 Lt. Arthur S. Marcoullier
atq rore KeNT £, MireeiZ
None ofour A/C received battledamage, Oneof
the waist gunners reported seeing a direct hit on a
plane from the 93rd and said it disintegrated in mid-
air; no chutes were observed.

6 December 1943

No mission was scheduled. Major Diehl is now
a Lieutenant Colonel. T'wo new crews came in today
in addition to the two that had joined us last week, We
are up to twelve planes in the squadron now with
fifteen complete combat crews. Sgt. Ashburn High
completed his tour on yesterday’s mission and he will
be headed stateside soon. The fogis thicker than mud
tonight and it doesn’t look good for tomorrow. M/Sgt.
Ralph Stine is now on combat status.

Rain continued on the Tth, 8th, 9th, and 10th.
All ships were grounded and it was an opportunity to
get some inepections updated on many of the planes.

11 December 1943
EMDEN, Germany

The bombing run was to have been visual, but
the target was well covered by a dense smoke screen;
coupled with this, the run was made into the sun.
These elements made for a poor bombing result. Flak
over the target area was moderate and accurate,
while flak at other points was negligible. Fierce EAC
attacks were experienced in spite of the very fine
fighter escort the heavies had. Forty to seventy fight-
ers made the attacks with the Group, making claims
of 10-3-1. Of these the 68th claimed 4-1-0. The 68th
had two personnel injuries from this mission, but lost
no planes. However, the 67th again lost an airplane
on this mission; four sustained category “A” damage.
This target was vital to traffic--a center for boat and
rail. The 6Tth lost A/C 42-24232, piloted by Lt. Rich-

ard O'Neill. g a/n(” BereS 217 A

Our ships were off early and, in volume of
heavies it, appeared to be the making of a heavy raid.
The sky was literally black with Forts and Libs. At
11:00 a.m. one of our ships was forced to return due

41.23788 AVENGER with Lou Rabesa
Lost at Bremon, Germany on Decomber 16, 1943

to a sick Co-Pilot. It was Garvey's crew; he seems to
have a lot of bad luck lately in this respect. Mitsche
ey saved hig life by the use of a tourniquet on the
plane, Theradio and British paper state that our boys
shot down 138 German planes on this raid. Weather
is excellent, but I doubt if our ghips will be ready in

the morning due to the damage we took today. This
raid was the 88th attack of the war on Emden.

A/C numbers and Pilots were:

225 Lt. Ben H. Gildart

156 Lt. Park H. Jones, Jr,

514 Lt. Sam D. Williams ~ Agq; o = Komid.
501 Lt. Hartwell R. Howington,

813 Lt, Arthur R. Anderson

507 Lt. Arthur S. ullie
99 V/.Af/;ft}durﬁy gﬁaq.q e
5/8gt. Michael P. Mitsche and S/Sgt. Charles W.
Blakley were both wounded by .20 m.m. shells.

EAC Claims:

S/Sgt. Earl E. Boggs
damaged.

S/8gt. Michael P. Mitsche Ball Gunner 1 FW 190
destroyed.

S/8gt. James W. Weatherford, Tail Gunner 1FW 190
destroyed.

S/8gt. Alphonse J, Terwey RW Gunner 1 ME 109
destroyed.

Tail Gunner 1 FW 190
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5/Sgt. Walter K. Nealon  Nose Gunner 1 FW 190

destroyed.
12 December 1943

Sgt. Ashburn High is on his way to the States.
This was quick work, as generally he would be re-
quired to spend about three months as an Instructor
at some base prior to departing for home.

Two new crews have joined the squadron in
the past few days: Lt. Carl Bohnisch and crew, along
with Lt. Alfred Starring and crew.

13 December 1943
KIEL, Germany

An important port, ship building, and subma-
rine building center was the target for the Group on
this mission. Nearly six months earlier the Group
attacked this port with heavy losses and the worst
was naturally to be expected on this raid. Fortu-
nately, the exact opposite occurred—both the flak
and the EAC were very mild and even meager, when
compared to any recent mission that we have flown,
The results were unobserved due to the cloud condi-
tions, For the first time, the 445th, anew Group, flew
with the 2nd Air Division.

A/C numbers and Pilots were:
635 Lt. Harold L. Slaughter
225 Lt. Arthur S. Marcoullier
514 Lt. Sam D. Williams

813 Lt. Arthur R. Anderson
156 Lt. Frank W. Sobotka

788 Lt. Gary M. Mathisen

858 Lt. George P. Martin

100 Lt, Hartwell R. Howington

A weekly supply of coke and wood for one Barracks.

There was no damage or casualties to any of our A/
C or Personnel.

14 & 15 December 1943

No missions were scheduled for these two
days. Sgt, Ambrose T. Hansen pot away early Tues-
day morning with General Johnson on the tour of fac-
tories that make flak suits, The General made speeches
to the factory workers, encouraging them in their
eflorts to produce a better suit. Their picture was on
the first page of the Stars and Stripes. Hansen has
been under medical treatment since our last trip to
Africa where he was in a plane crash. Lt. Albert W.
Glass, Bombardier, who went down at Kiel last May
14th with Major O'Brien, was in Life magazine this
week.

16 Decembher 1943
BREMEN, Germany

With the winter weather definitely present,
this mission was made with unobserved results. For
the first time, three Combat Wings made up the
Second Division. Intense, accurate barrage-type flak
was encountered over the target, and meager flak at
other points was met hy the Group. One A/C of the
68th was badly hit by flak and the crippled craft made
it back to the English coast. It crash-landed at Hull,
killing the five crew members that brought the plane
back. The other five crew members bailed out over
the Continent. Very littleenemy aircraft activity was
experienced on this mission,

A/C numbers and Pilots were:
507 Lt. James G. Cary

635 Lt. Ben H. Gildart

813 Lt. Harold L. Slaughter
156 Lt. Frank W. Sobotka
514 Lt. Carl A. Bohnisch

788 Lt. Park H. Jones, JT.

S/Sgt. J.H. Milojevick suffered a frozen neck.

In route from the target, A/C #788 was se-
verely damaged by flak, which knocked out the number
four engine and parts of the bomb bay. The following
crew members bailed out over the Continent: John
W. Griffin, Anthony J. Piceolo, Chester A. Martin,
Patrick J, Fries and Michael P. Zodnick. The balance
of the crew stayed with the ship, which crash-landed
in a mine field on the English Coast where they all
werekilled. The A/C was totally burned immediately
after crash-landing,
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Larry Villemez and R.D. Williams working on FLAK ALLEY. Max Zuckerman - Navigator Complcted his wour 5/30/44

Engineering Personne) - Spring of 1944
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About three-thirty in the afternoon, the ships
could be heard overhead trying to get down below the
clouds to find the field. As there were no holes, it was
quite asweat-job to get the few thatlanded heredown
through the soup. Several ships landed at different
fields. Gildart radiced in that his compass was out but
he would find a way to get home somehow. He had to
land at a different field.

A/C 41-23788 D, AVENGER, had the following men
aboard:

P 1st Lt. Park H. Jones, Jr. 0-674587
Minneapolis, MN
CP 2nd Lt. John W. Griffin 0-748630
Corning, NY
N  1st Lt. Anthony J. Piccolo 0-670165
Omaha, NE

B 1st Lt. John T, Buckholits 0-669980
Okmulgee, OK
E T/Sgt. Patrick J. Fries
Louisville, KY¥
RO T/Sgt. Charles A. Martin
Garadville, PA
WG S5/Sgt. Alphonse J. Terwey 37281321
Ward Springs, MN
WG 5/Sgt. Michael P. Zdonick 31169351
Naugatick, CT
HG 8/Sgt. Wilson P, Besse 38194491

New Orleans, LA
TG  S/5gt. Rhodes C. Gordon
MecKeesrock, PA

Lin’ed up for take-off.

Park H. Jones was the pilot of AVENGER, and
hig co-pilot, Lt. John Griffin, said:

This plane was severely damaged by a
direct burst of flak which knocked out our
number four engine, and damaged part of the
bomb bay while we were in route to the target.
After the pilot and I both tried to regain control
without success, Jones gave the order to bail
out. Four of us left the ship, but the pilot and
five other crew members did not follow, Why
the pilot tried to take the plane home after
ordering us out is unknown. Perhaps he re-
gained some control; that is just a guess. The
bomb bay was badly hit and it was impossibleto
contact the boys in the rear of the ship eitherby
radio, or to get back to see if they were injured
when we were hit. According to hearsay, the
plane crashed on the English coast and burned.
Two bodies remained unidentified after the
plane crashed. The four men who bailed out
were taken prisoner within a few hours—these
four being the navigator, engineer, radio op-
erator, and myself.

Captain Charles Kuch, a squadron lead pilot,
stated that observers in other planes had said that
this aircraft had number the four engine blown
completely off and the number three propeller gone,
so Lt. Jones had power only on the left side, The
aircraft disappeared into a cloud bank with the front
half of the catwalk hanging down out of the bomb bay!
All were amazed that he was able to coax this plane
all the way back to England. He then chose to “belly-
in” on the first open area he saw-—the beach near
Hull. Unfortunately, he sat her down in a mine field
and the resulting explosions and fire burned and
killed all five of the men aboard. The site of the crash-
landing was near Skeffling, on an actuary south east
of Hull.

17,18 & 19 December 1943

Bad weather with heavy rains and no missions
scheduled. Burial for those killed on Thursday is
scheduled for this Wednesday, the 22nd. Major Jansen
intends to send an Armed Guard together with the
men who came over with the deceased to accompany
thebodies to Cambridge. Anthony Piccolohad twenty
missions completed at this time.
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20 December 1843
BREMEN, Germany

On this date, seven A/C from the 68th flew
along with the Group to Bremen. The migsion was a
visual borbing run and the results were good. Again,
the enemy threw up plenty of flak, and eight A/C of
the Group sustained Category “A” battle damage.
Only one of the A/C from the 68th was damaged. A
large number of EAC (fifty to seventy-five) made
attacks on the formations, taking advantage of the
contrails for their attacks. Several claims were made
by the Group for destroyed EAC. One A/C was lost by
the 506th due to EAC attacks, This A/C was 42-7630,
piloted by Lt, William Maynor,

A/C numbers and Pilots were:

813 Li. Harold L. Slaughter

501 Lt. Gary M, Mathisen

225 Lt. Carl A. Bohnisch

514 Lt. Sam D. Williams Cat “A” Damage

156 Lt, Frank W. Sobotka—turned back, mechanical
failures '

858 Lt. George P. Martin—turned back, mechanical
failures .

635 Lt. Ben H, Gildart—turned back, mechanical

failures
g b7, Geo. H MAd rae

Maj. Jansen was Lead Pilot and Lt. Frank
Davido flew as a Tail Gunner,

21 December 1943

Today we got word from Robert D. Storovich.
Heis in a hospital in Africa. He bailed out over Italy
last October while we were in Africa on DS.

There appears intheStarsand Stripestoday
a piece about the interned airmen in Sweden. It
includes specific mention about Captain W.B. Weant,
Sgt.JamesM, Goza, Sgt. Samuel Paffenroth, and Sgt.
Frank Gavin, This crew went down on the 18th of
November. Gavin was on his 25th mission, He has a
Nazi flag hanging in our Red Cross Club here at
Shipdham, Wonder what will happen to it if he is
shipped straight home from Sweden when the time
comes.

22 December 1943
MUNSTER, Germany

On a PFF run the bombs w/;re dropped with
unobserved results. Munster, an ithportant railway
and waterway center, as well as an important
garrison town, threw up a moderate but quite accu

A typical Barracks in Site Four.
Note grass in the area.

rate barrage of flak, with the 66th losing two A/C due
to the anti-aircraft fire. No EAC was met by this
Group, but other Groups met with very determined
EAC fighter activity. The 68th sent up seven A/C on
this mission with four of them sustaining Category
“A” battle damage.

A/C 42-7638, piloted by Lt. Kent Miller, and A/
C 42-7533, piloted by Lt. Warren Oakley, were the
two losses suffered by the 66th squadron, We havea
rule at the base that states: “any crew that aborts
must be interviewed by the Commanding Officer of
the Group.” It seems that Sgt. Ireland had problems
with his waist gun. Based on conversation with the
Pilot, the crew turned back, After the crew interview
with the Colonel. Sgt. Ireland was busted to Private
and relieved from combat. Sgt. Doucette, making his
second attempt for Cadets, had hisinterview with the
Colonel and it appeared to be in his favor.

A/C numbers and Pilots were:

156 Lt. Carl A, Bohnisch

225 Lt. Ben H. Gildart, Cat, “A” Damage

501 Lt. James G. Cary

507 Lt. Arthur S. Marcoullier

635 Lt. Harold L. Slaughter

514 Lt Gary M, Mathisen, Cat. “A” Damage

813 Lit. Arthur R. Andezgn, Cat. “A” Damage
PIE 7

61 M Ruckiied T
There were three cases of minor frosthite.

Plenty of turkey is being provided to the mess
halls for Christmas dinner.
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A snowy road between Site Four and the Line.

24 December 1943
RAYE SUR AUTHIE, France

There was no flak or EAC met on this so called
“Milk Run.” The only thing that made this mission
short of being IDEAL was the poor bombing results.
The 68th sent up seven A/C on this mission.

Lt. Fedonchuck and Sgt. Petrie finished up on
this mission. Open House at the Red Cross Club
tonight.

A/C numbers and Pilots were:

156 Lt. Frank W. Sohotka

551 Lt. Arthur R. Anderson

813 Lt. Raymond E. Hamlyn

507 Lt. Arthur S. Marcoullier

541 Lt Sam D, Williams

558 Lt. George P, Martin

510 Lt. James G. Cary

@94 bt .Geo. L. it/ 9y
25 December 1943

CHRISTMAS

" Nomission was scheduled, Everyonehad afine
meal at noon time. Afterthat, the Clubmobile *South
Carolina” parked behind the main mess hall and
handed out candy and cigarettes along with gloves,
sweaters, and mufflers. We had canned music all
afternoon, In Hangar #3 we had a party for several
orphaned English children.

26 December 1943

No mission was scheduled today.

Sgt. Harry Snead was interviewed today—he
has 19 missions and wants to get home when his tour
has been completed. When he gets back to the States,
he will try for OCS and make an effort to get into Air
Transport Command. He is not yet twenty years old
and we all hope he makes it.

27 December 1943
No mission was scheduled.

Today we received a postal card from Major
Jim O’Brien, addressed to Major Diehl. Diehl has
been promoted to Lt. Col. and moved up to 2nd Air
Division, Major Jansen spoke to Col. Diehl by phone
today, and wanted to know when Col. Dieh] wasgoing
to arrange to let Major Jansen finigh up his tour and
go home. Major Jansen has been sitting on 24 mis-
sions for quite some time now and the Colonel has
grounded him so he cannot complete his tour.,

28 December 1943

Lt. Vanderhead wasintoday. He just returned
from the hospital where his spine and legs were
patched up. He has had considerable ill luck. A
navigator, he has several missions to hig credit; the
last one was Wiener Neustadt. On his way back from
Africa on ATC, the ship crashed. He then made an
effort to get home on HagMag, which later crashed at
Marrakech. Finally he made it on another ATC ship-
ment. He has four medals here awaiting his refurn.
One is the Purple Heart.

29 December 1943

Practice formation flying is the only activity at
the base on this date.

30 December 1943
LUDWIGSHAVEN, Germany

The objective of this mission was the vast
Chemical Works of the 1.G. Farben-industrie that is
located here. With seven A/C that the 68th sent up,
along with those from the other squadrons, the Group
assembled without much difficulty. Without meeting
much enemy opposition, ground or air, the bombs
were dropped on PFF flares from B-17 Pathfinders.
The use of “window”—foil in stripes (chaff) that is
dropped to counteract the radar in its predictor
controlled anti-aircraft fire—was enthusiastically
endorsed, However, in the target area after bombs
were away, twenty-five EAC made attacks on the
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Group, with the 66th losing one A/C to enemy fighter
action. Two of the 68th A/C sustained Category “A”
damage. A/C 42-7548, BULL OF THE WOODS, pi-
loted by Lt. Donald J. Hewkett, was the one loss
suffered by the 66th squadron.

Sgt. Eugene L. Grimes completed his tour of
operations today.

A/C numbers and Pilots were:

156 Lt. Frank W. Sobotka

501 Lt. James G, Cary, Cat “A” Damage
507 Lt. Arthur 8, Marcoullier

514 Lt. Gary M. Mathisen

225 Capt. Robert J. Lehnhausen

551 Lt. Carl A. Bohnisch, Cat. “A” Damage
635 Lt. Raymond H. Townsend

244 b .SHEWS !) t{
ecember 943
ST, JEAN D'ANGELY, France

The 68th sent five A/C on this mission. Captain
R.J. Lehnhausen was the Lead Pilot for the first
element of this most succéssful mission. The bombs
were dropped on a visual operation with these re-
sults: 81 percent of the bombs fell within 1000 feet of
the ordered M.P.1L., while 99 percent fell within 2000
feet. This is hitting the bull’s eye. Moderate enemy
air opposition and slight flak was encountered, with
the Groupclaimingthree destroyed. (The 68th claimed
one,) No losses or casuslties were suffered by the
Group. The messages from General Hodges and
General Johnson express the success of this migsion:

Congratulations on the splendid perform-
ance today of the 14th Combat Wing. The
record of the 44th and the 392nd in putting
forty seven aircraft over the target out of forty
seven airborne iz a glowing tribute to the lead-
ership and to the efficiency of Combat and
Maintenance personnel. Also it gives me ex-
treme satisfaction to tell you that your bomb-
ing today was the finest example of precision

" bombing yet accomplished by the Division. We
are proud of all of you, Please pass this message
to Fred Dent and Bull Rendle with my hearty
and somewhat selfish wish for continued suc-
cess during the New Year.

Signed,
General Hodges

Needless to say, I'm proud of all of you.
Signed,
General Leon Johnson

A/C numbers and Pilots were: //
507 Lt. Raymond E. Hamlyn

156 Lt. Harold L. Slaughter

551 Lt. Arthur R. Anderson

514 Lt. Sam D. Williams

225 Capt. Robert J. Lehnhausen

EAC Claims
S5/8gt. William W, Smith LW Gunner
destroyed.

1 ME 109

With the closing of the month of December
we find that the 68th flew sixty-five (65) accredited
sorties. A total of thirteen aircraft of the 68th sus-
tained minor battle damages from the mirgions, due
to engagements with enemy flak and fighters. One A/
C was lost in a crash-landing at Hull, England. Five
combat personnel were killed and five are listed as
Missing In Action. EAC claims for the month were 5-
1-0. Five other missions for the month were planned
but scrubbed due tobad weather., In rounding out the
month, the success of our combat and ground person-
nel was self-evident and is without need of further
qualification. Thefeelingthat “weare ready thisNew
Year for greater achievements than ever” was quite

apparent.

InDecember, some of the men who joined the
68th squadron were: George Belskey, Carl A
Bohnisch, Bowyer, Robert S. Bray, Lawrence W.
Chandler, Eugene B, Cieply, Jr., Carlos Collins, De-
lach, Harry Dickens, Dustinsavage, Herbert J, Ede,
Eugene C. Edgerton, Ffank F, Fara, Jolin S, Giffin,
Kenneth E. Hall, Walter G. Hoffman, Glen C.Ho
Roger N. Hutton, Jr., William C. JoMﬁ
Kaglagkas, Warren E. Klei.n, William S. Kustinavage
William F. Leverick, Vincent G. Lopez, Weldon H.
Maneval, Joseph E. Morin, Arthur L. Nelson, Ber-
nard A. Ohler, Edward G. Pollman, Lewis W, Rhodes,
Robert E. Robbins, Robe . Kose, Frank J, Sal-
marco, Robert C. Schild, Alfred R. Shella, Ciof Sigis-
mondo, Richard J. Sowers, Harold W. Spink, Alfred

[<chird

A. SBtarring, Arthur M. Steele, Arthur F. Testa, —

Vanderhead, Stanley C. Weiner and James B. Wil-
liams,

The attack on this airdrome of St. Jean
D’Angely, France brought the activities of the Group
to a close for 1943. The relative merits of day and
night bombing were still being pondered, without a
clear-cut decision. Losses were still high and the
German fighter production was on the increase.
However, with the Royal Air Force filling their night
skies and the Americang bombing during the day
(using the new radar technique for bombing through
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Sam - C.Q...Charlie Deurell, Ed Purcell and Ben Gildart
enjoying a day in the sun.

clouds), the damage to the German war machine was
promising to the atrategists conducting the Allied Air
War. Experience had taught us that fighter cover on
deep penetrations was a necessity to stop the high
loss ratio and to whittle down the ever increasing
German fighter force. The enemy had weakened
their Russian air cover to bring about extra defense
to their war factories. With the advent of instrument
bombing, the Luftwaffe stayed below the clouds,
reserving their strength for visual bombing missions
and the crucial task which lies ahead.

JANUARY 1944

Germany was the target for air blows that
were struck by the 44th Group on six different occa-
sions, and France was the location for two other
blows during the month.

4 January 1944
KIEL, Germany

To begin the New Year's offensive, Kiel, Ger-
many was the objective of the 44th Group’s attention
on this date. Leading the Wing were nineteen aircraft
put up by the Group. The bombs were dropped with
unohserved results. The mission itself was unevent-
ful from the stand-point of enemy air attacks and flak
action, but other Groups experienced fierce air at-
tacks and flak action. The Group was largely ham-
pered by the intense coldness—several crew mems-
bers were the victims of frostbite, especially on the
face and hands. One ingenious gunner used the Aldis
Lamp as a hand warmer to prevent too serious of &
case of frostbite. Moderate to heavy, inaccurate flak
was prevalent. Without a doubt, coldness was the

biggest hampering factor on this whole misgion—
from the time of take-off to the landing time.

A/C numbers and Pilots were:
858 Lt. Harold L. Slaughter
507 Lt. Arthur 8, Marcoullier
501 Lt. James G. Cary

514 Lt. Hartwell R. Howingion
635 Lt. Raymond H. Townsend
156 Lt. Frank W. Sobotka

b January 1844
KIEL, Germany

Back to the same target again today, but this was
a visual mission againeat the great port city. The
bombs were dropped with good resulis, after the
Group had made two runes to ensure a good pattern of
bombe on the target. Flak was of the negative type,
with few of the 44th Group ships having been dam-
aged. EAC were plentiful but their attentions were
directed toward other Groups, Again, coldness ham-
pered the entire operations, but the predawn assem-
bling was quickly and successfully effected. The 68th
wag represented on this mission by five A/C. Sgt.
Vernon Wells had his face frozen but not critically.
He will be wearing bandages for a while.

A/C numbers and Pilots were:
813 Lt. Carl A. Bohnisch

551 Lt. Arthur R, Anderson

635 Lt. James G. Cary

225 Capt. Robert J. Lehnhausen
514 Lt. Raymond H. Townsend

7 January 1944
LUDWIGSHAVEN, Germany

This mission was not completed due to bad
weather conditions. These prevented the formations
from properly grouping, so the entire effort was
called off. Before turning back, the Group met with
attacks by enemy fighters and heavy, inaccurate flak,
but no damages or losses were involved.V FOR VIC-
TORY (813) returned about an hour ahead of the rest
of the Group with number four engine feathered.

A/C numbers and Pilots were:
635 Lt. Ben H. Gildart, Jr.

507 Lt. Hartwell R. Howington
858 Lt. Raymond E. Hamlyn
813 Lt. Carl A. Bohnisch.

551 Lt. Arthur R. Anderson
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11 January 1944
BRUNSWICK, Germany

Brunswick was the intended target, but as the
formatione crossed the enemy coast a recall was
issued. The 44th, just before turning back after the
recall, spotted anopeningin the cloudsand decided to
bomb a target of opportunity. MEPPEN, Germany
wag that target of opportunity and it was bombed
with an excellent bomb pattern laid upon the factory
aren and the railroad area. Captain Lehnhausen was
the Lead Pilot of the 14th Wing, with Colonel Dent as
the Command Pilot, Little flak was encountered over
the target. A few EAC were seen but no attacks were
pressed home.

Sgt. Roy Hagnes is going off combat, due to an
ear problem that won’t go away. F/O Carl Bolick and
Lt. Robert Stahler are being reclassified to ground
duty today.

Approximately twenty-two Forts came in to
our base for repairas and fuel., Some of their crew
members described the action as they saw it. Some
claimed the whole goddamned Luftwaile came up to
meet them, We had an air battle that lasted for three
hours. The radio this evening claimed the German
Air Force (GAF) lost more than a hundred fighters
today.

AJC numbers and Pilots were:
501 Lt. James G. Cary

514 Lt. Frank W. Sobotka

507 Lt. Arthur 8, Marcoullier
225 Capt. Robert J. Lehnhausen
858 Lt. Raymond E, Hamilyn

13 January 1844
Nomission was scheduled for today, only some
practice flying. We lost a new crew that banked into

a feathered engine near the base and spun in,

Crew members of 42-7551 Y were as follows:

P 2nd Lt. Glenn C. Hovey 0-676805
Fairfield, IA

CP 2nd Lt, Clifford C. Peterson 0-806699
Atlanta, GA

N 2nd lt. Stanley C. Weiner 0-674819
Santa Monica

B  2nd Lt. Richard J. Sowers 0-679676
Toledo, OH :

E  S/Sgt. Arthur L. Nelson 36378877
Chicago, IL

Nick Carsella and Puritanical Bitch / WrTeH

RO Sgt. Clarence W. Snow 37219104
Kennewick, WA

WG S5/Sgt. Walter G. Hoffman 19176655
Los Angeles CA

WG Sgt. Robert E. Robbins 35369184
Peru, IN

HG 8Sgt. Edward C. Pollman 35672481
Cincinnati, OH

TG Sgt. ArthurF, Testa 35520803
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Cleveland, OH

Captain Charles Kuch added these obser-
vations;

1 was flying co-pilot with Major George
Jansen on a slow time test hop. There was just
an Engineer and the two of us. We turned into
our fingl approach, and were following another
ship which seemed to have a dead engine with
the propeller turning, He was pretty low when
he atarted to go around again, Major Jansen
notified the tower that they had a ship in
trouble.

The ship started a left turn at a rather low
altitude, It didn’t appear that the pilots were
carrying enough power. The shipstarted down,
still turning. Jansen told them, “It's too late,
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Frank Sobotka's Crew. Bottom

FLAK MAGNET" after a rough one.

Inspecting main left strut for possible damage due to
landing with a {lat tire. Thia ship proved true to its name
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Pathaway” as the ship struck the ground at a
glight angle. We went around, flying over the
crash gite and helping direct crash and emer-
gency vehicles.

14 January 1944
ESCALLES SUR BUCHY, France

Militaryinstallations along the coast of France
were attacked on this date. Escalles Sur Buchy and
Les Petit Bois Robert were hit with poor results.
There was no flak over the target but the enemy sent
up about twenty fighters to give challenge, The 67th
lost one A/C to these attacks, but the enemy lost eight
fighters.

The 67th Sqd. lost A/C 41-23779,4-Q-2, piloted
by Henry C. Goodwin.

A/C numbers and Pilots were:
635 Lt. Gary M. Mathisen

501 Lt. Arthur R. Anderson
225 Lt. Harold L, Slaughter
514 Lt. Raymond H. Townsend
507 Lt. Arthur R, Marcoullier

Cpl. Marion J. Brignac was transferred to Group.

15 January 1944

Sgt. John A, Nosal returned from the hospital
today, and Lt. George R. Insley started a second tour.
Captain Willie B. Weant returned to base from Swe-
den.

20 January 1944

The weather has turned quite severe: real
British fog, rain, and wind, We have been alerted a
few times in the past week but it always turned out
the same: load bombs, preflight, top-off tanks, and
then scrub mission, We have had a few air-raid
warnings this week, first in a long time; they are all
White and Red only—no Blacks anymore. Towns like
London are packed anymore with Paratroopers and
Infantry men, Most of them look like fresh arrivals.

21 January 1944
MILITARY INSTALLATIONS, France

Apgain, the military installations near the
French coast came in for the attention of the planes
of the 44th. Escalles Sur Buchy and St. Agathe
DrAliermont were the targets. The weather was quite

poor—cloudy—but the bombs were dropped visually
after five runs were made over the target, Flak and
EAC attacks were heavy and quite costly to the
Group. The 68th lost four A/C to both types of enemy
opposition while the 66th lost one A/C. The 67th lost
onein a crash-landing in England. The 68th occupied
the “tail-end Charlie” position and paid heavily for
the privilege, Three gunners from the 68th that came
back claimed three EAC shot down. In all, the 68th
sent up seven A/C of the Group's twenty-eight, and
only three of our ships returned.

Lt. Sam Williams was shot in the face and his
co-pilot, Frank Davido, took over. In spite of a wound
in his neck, he brought the ship back safely, although
it was well beat-up, There are calls over the Tannoy
for type “A” blood and I am sure it is for Lt. Williams.
Just how bad he is, we don’t know at this time.

A/C numbers and Pilots were:
501 Lt. Frank W. Sobotka—MIA« —
25)Lt. Sam D. Williams
3 Lt. Alfred A. Starring—MIA ™
858 Capt. Ben H. Gildart
635 Lt. Hartwell R. Howington—MIA-

507 Lt. Arthur R. Anderson — &H—s+ Wﬁj_
o He

514 Lt. Gary M. Mathisen—MIA— a4t

EAC Claims

5/Sgt. Norman B. Linville Tail Gunner 1 FW 190
destroyed.

S/Sgt. Harry C. Valot RW Gunner 1 FW 190
destroyed.

T/Sgt. Jim Caskey Top Turret 1 FW 190
destroyed.

A/C 42-7501 P, MACR 2360, had the following men
aboard:

P 1st Lt. Frank W. Sobotka, Jr. 0-799486
Flushing, NY

CP 1stLt. Milton Rosenblatt 0-680721
Miami Beach, Fl:

N . 1st Lt. Frederick C. Butler 0-676018
Pasadena, TX

B 1st Lt. Abraham Teitel 0-678496
Brooklyn, NY

E  T/Sgt. Clair P. Shaefer 38187932
Wernerville, PA

RO T/Sgt.Thomas F. Capazzi 32533914
Bronx, NY '

WG S/Sgt. Andrew J, Ross . 35663111
Cold Spring, KY

WG S/Sgt. Charles W. Shockley 15332970

Milan, IN
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BG S/Sgt. August F.Smaniotto
Santa Barbara,

TG S/Sgt. Clarence D, Reeves
Millvale, N.J

19062047

13046428

Milton L. Rosenblatt and Abraham Teitel
were evadees and Rosenblatt returned to base. But-
ler, Ross, Schockley, and Samaniotto were P.O.W.,
Sobotka, Shaefer, Capazzi, and Reeves were KIA

A/C 41-23813V, VICTORY SHIP, MACR 2358 had

the following men on board:

P 1et Lt. Alfred A. Starring
Pasadensa, CA

CP 2nd Lt. Lewis W. Rhodes
Lockport, NY

N  2nd Lt. Weldon H. Maneval
Frankfort, KS

BP 2nd Lt. William C. Jones
Decatur, 1A

E  S/8gt. Lawrence W. Chandler
Springfield, IL

RO 8/S8gt. Edward A. Kaslaskas
Plains, GA

WG Sgt.  Eugene B. Cieply, Jr.
Brooklyn, NY

WG Sgt. Robert A. Mitchell
Fairmont, WV

BG Sgt. Arthur M. Steele
Junction City, OR

TG S/Sgt. Robert C. Schild
Monroeville,OH

0-743121
0-807052
0-750204
0-684165
36427258
13127444
32491716
15323016
19170304

35338667

Robert C. Schild adds:

I was new to this crew. I flew only twice
with them before going overseas. Therefore, I
was not well acquainted with any of the men,
This was our first combat mission. We came
under heavy fighter attacks by both FW 1908
and ME 1095, They eventually knocked out
three of our engines and we could no longer
stay in the air. Our co-pilot, Lewis W, Rhodes,
was killed on the very firast pass by enemy
aircraft. Our pilot, Alfred A. Starring, was
wounded as well, probably also on the first
attack, As our co-pilot was already dead, Star-
ring found it impossible to stay in formation,
especially with two engines out. When later
attacks knocked out the third engine, we were
on our way down. At that time, the waist
gunner came forward and jumped out through
the bomb-bay. ButI opened the rear hatch and
went out from there, just as the plane went into
its final spin. We must have been quite cloge to
the ground by then, as my parachute had barely
opened a few seconds before I hit the ground.
Qur navigator, Weldon Maneval, must have
jumped from the front end at about the same
time as I jumped, with his parachute opening
but not quite quickly enough, and he was killed
by his impact with the ground. I was taken
prisoner and spent 16 monthsin StalagLuft #4
and #6. Robert A. Mitchell, our right waist
gunner, survived P.O.W. camp, but found that
he had tuberculosis when he returned home
after the war.

Crash of 42-7551 Piloted by Glenn Hovey in January 1944
There were no survivors.

Dponi

A/C 42-7635 O Bar, RAM IT BoMTF~MACR
2357, had the following men on board;
P ist Lt. Hartwell R. Howington 0-800356
Cantonment, FL
CP 1st Lt. Herman M. Curtis 0-748585
Seaport, ME
N  1stLt. Richard J, Kasten 0-683831
Grand Rapids, MI
B 1st Lt. Wayne D, Crowl 0-T41741
Canteburg, OH
E  T/Sgt. Archie R. Barlow 14151313
Hattiesburg, MS
RO T/Sgt. Alvin A, Rosenblatt 12164582
Newrad, NJ
WG S/Sgt. Charles W. Blakley 39831745
Purma, ID :
WG Sgt. Alfred M. Klein 32336737

New York, NY
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BG S/Sgt. Nicholas M. Heiter 17106849
Bridgewater, SD

TG 5/Sgt. Earle E. Boggs 18162560
Porter, OK '

Cm S/Sgt. Ray P. Reeves (67th) 18076981
Alanreed, TX'

Howington, Curtis, Kasten, and Crowl were KIA.
Heiter and Boggs were P.O.W_, Barlow, Rosenblatt,
Blakley, Klein, and Reeves were evadees.

Sgt. Archie Barlow, engineer, relates his
experiences that day:

Our 218t of January, 1944 mission was to
be our first “milk-run,” All of our earlier mis-
sions had been to Germany or Norway at high
altitudes, extremely cold temperatures, and
with heavy opposition from fighters and flak.
Our “milk-run” was misnamed, for sure, We
had a mid-morning call out and briefing in-
stead of the usual predawn awakening., Our
target was in the Pas De Calais area of North-
ern France. I don’t think we knew what we

were bombing at the time, but later found out
that it was the launching sites of the V-I3 “A
‘gts that were to later bombard England. The

_ get area was cloud-covered when we ar-
rived. We made several runs, trying to get a
good visual drop from about 12,000 feet, when
we first saw the German fighter formation.
They made the first pasa from off of cur right
wing, then climbed shead to make the next
pass at about 11 o'clock high.

They must have raked us with several 20
m.m. hits, One exploded directly on the nose,
killing the bombardier and navigator, and
turning their compartment into an instant
inferno. We think the co-pilot was killed by the
same blast, Another round must have gone off
either on, or very near the top turret I was
manning, blowing off the plexiglass dome and
sending shrapnel into my left chest and arm, I

~ grabbed the seat release cable and dropped to
the flight deck. The right wall above the radio
station was on fire and Rosenblatt, the radio
operator, was putting on his chute, He yelled
that we had other fires in the waist area and
that he had been ordered by the pilot to bail out.
A quick glance forward showed the pilot fight-
ing the controls but apparently unharmed. I
snapped on my chute, opened the door to the
nose wheel compartment, and dropped down
only to be hit by heat and flames blowing back
from the nose area. 1 stepped out on the cat-
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walk, thank- fully noting that the bomb bay
doors were open and the bombs had been jetti-
soned, just as Rosenblatt dropped down from
the flight deck. I took one final glance into the
cockpit. The pilot was looking back and mo-
tioning with one hand for us to jump.

1 actually jumped with the intention of
free-falling for two or three thousand feet be-
fore opening my chute, as we had been in-
structed to do many times in training. The idea
was to get you quickly out of the combat area
and lessen the chances of being either run into
or machine gunned by fighters. But that falling
sensation was such a shock to the system that
I couldn’t have been more than twenty or
thirty feet beneath the plane when I changed
my mind and gave a hearty yank onthe ripcord.
Iwanted to know—and immediately—whether
or not that chute was good! It was, and the
heavy jerk of the canopy’s opening was a wel-
come relief.

I spent a few seconds trying to stop my
wild oscillation, then looked off toward the
plane, It was by then some distance off and
probably had no more than 2,000 feet in alti-
tude, As I watched, it went into a steep glide
and hit the ground in a fiery explosion. I saw
only one chute between myself and the plane,
and figured that to be Rosenblatt’s,

Larry Lawrence - Aircraflt Mechanic
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I came down in a plowed field on the edge of a
small village, spraining an ankle in landing. An
elderly lady, once confirming that I was an
American, led me into a nearby wooded area
where we came upon Charles Blakley, one of
our waist gunners. Speaking no English, the
lady made us understand, through sign lan-
guage and by using my watch, that we were to
remain there until she returned at nine o’clock
that night. She left, going deeper into the
woods; within fifteen minutes German troops
were searching for us, Several of them, tatking
quietly but looking neither left or right, watked
on a path no more than fifty feet away. Their
preoccupation was the only reason we weren't
seern.

Once the troops left, we spent a cold and
miserable six or seven hours there. Blakley told
me of a fire in the wing root area above the
bomb-bays and that also we had lost one engine
and another seemed sporadic. The photogra-
pher had been the first to jump from the rear
hatch, and Blakley and Alfred Klein, the other
waist gunner, had jumped once they saw the
belly and tail gunners out of their turret posi-
tions, Blakley was unhurt, but in addition to
thesprained ankle and minor shrapnel wounds,
1found most of my hair had been singed off and
my ears blistered from the fire.

QOur benefactress was an hour late in re-
turning for us and we were becoming quite con-
cerned when we finally saw her approaching
lantern. She and an elderly man who accompa-
nied her led us through the woods for a dis-
tance, and then up a dirt road to her farm
house. Upon entering, we were greeted by
Rosenblatt and Klein who had been hidden
there soon after their landing. We spent four
days there while the underground secured
civilian clothing for us. They told us they had
learned that the pilot had gotten out of the
plane, but that he was killed upon impact with
the ground; his chute had been burned too
badly to be effective. Before dawn on the fifth
day, we were taken to a small railway station
and escorted to Paris. We spent about five
weeks there, moving from one family to an-
other, At times we would all be together, and
then we would be separated for a few days.
About a week after our arrival, we were taken
individually to a large department store and
had pictures made for our forged identification
cards. Once the cards were completed, we were
ready to be taken to southern France where we
would be guided through the Pyrenees Moun-
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tains and into neutral Spain, We spent many
hours memorizing and practicing the French
pronunciation of our names, addresses, occu-
pations, and other information on the LD.
cards. My French name was Georges Giraud.

After numerousdelays and postponements
we finally boarded a train, escorted again by
Underground members, and made an over-
night trip to Toulouse, in southern France,
There, at ayouth organization building of some
kind, we were joined by eight other American
and English flyers, and given clothing and a
briefing for our trip over the mountains, It was
to take three days of continuous walking and
was to get us first into the small country of
Andorra, and then inte Spain, A short trip by
train that night and a walk of several hours
took us into the mountains, where we stopped
at a shepherd’s house with an attached barn,
We were told we should be leaving in two or
three days,

We spent ten days there, freezing our tails
off in an open hay loft. The delay in startingour
trip was at first explained as being due to bad
weather along our planned route, and later as
due to increased German patrol activity. After
a week with several of us suffering from frost-
bite and becoming ill on a diet solely of boiled
mutton, we confronted our two Basque guides
and demanded that we either start the trip or
get some relief from the cold temperature.
Alter much haggling, they finally admitted
that they were actually waiting for a friend and
several more allied flyers to join us for the trip.
We agreed to wait three days, but no more.

When the other party had not arrived by
our deadline, we finally started our trip, about
dark, on the tenth day there. After a few hours
of walking, I became sick to my stomach and
my wooden slatted shoe-soles began coming
apart. The outcome was that I couldn’t keepup
with the group, and in the early morning hours
they had to leave me. I spent three more days
in the mountaing without food and then gave it
up as a lost cause. I spent another day descend-
ingto avillegein the valley below wherel asked
a farmer for assistance. He fed me, made re-
pairs to my shoes, and discouraged me from
going any further toward the border because of
numerous German checkpoints and patrols.
Hefurther pointed out that my I.D, was invalid
without a special authorization stamp for a
thirty mile area along the border. Apparently I
was somewhere near the middle of that area.
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Accepting his advice, I decided to get back
to either Toulouse or Paris and make contact
with the Underground for another try at escap-
ing. Following his directions, the next day I
walked about twenty miles to a train station
north of the city of Foix, the nearest point
where my I.D. was again valid. I bought a ticket
to Toulouse, and while waiting for my train,
was questioned by two French Civil police. I
didn’t convince them for amoment of my French
identity. They laughed when I pronounced my
name, The laughter soon subsided however
and the tone became more serious and the
questions much more difficult. I tried bluffing
hriefly, but it’s hard to give bluf{ anewera when
you have no idea what the questions are. When
one pulled his pistol and motioned me foward
the station, I told him in English who I wasand
what T was trying to do. Luckily, he knew
enough English for us to communicate. After
he had asked a few confirming questions, I
received the customary hugs and kisses, and
they left, after wishing me luck,

I spent the next day in Toulouse, trying to
find the building where we had stopped on the
trip down. Without an address, and afraid to
ask anyone for assistance for fear of compro-
_ misingtheunderground operation there, I gave
up in the late afternoon and returned to the
railway station. Hopefully, I would have a bet-
ter chance of making my contact back in Paris,
where I knew several addresses. I got in line
several times to buy my ticket but there were
always German soldiers too close for me to take
achance on my few words of French, so I would
drop out. Afraid that my unsure actions were
becoming too noticeable, I finally took another
chance and asked a civilian policeman for help.
My luck was holding. He bought my ticket and
gave me information on my train, track num-
ber, and departure time.

Although there were German guards on
~ thetrain to Paris, I only had to show my I.D. to
civil police and railway conductors. Thank-
fully, no questions were asked. Arriving in
Paris, it took most of the day to locate a small
restaurant where we had once apent a night
hiding in the cellar, A waitresa there, an active
underground member, took me to her parents’
apartment, where I was to remain for the next
month,

Underground leaders visited me there a
few days after my arrival, After questioning me
as to the details of my unsuccessful trip, they
agreedtoarrange another escape attempt, once

123

1 had somewhat recuperated. At one point,
secemingly worried that I might not be up to
another attempt through the mountains, they
mentioned that they could possibly get me out
by submarine, but that it would iake more time
to arrange and would be much more danger-
ous. I responded thatIdidn’t care for anything
more dangerous, and would rather try the
mountaing again, providing I could get better
shoes. A few days later they brought a pair of
heavy brogans with steel hobnails; just the
thing for mountain walking.

I was usually alone during the day for the
first three weeks back in Paris, and it was
becoming quite monotonous. My only activity
was calisthenics, which I took several times a
day. I was much displeased with myself for
having failed in the mountains, and resolved to
have myself in better physical shape for the
next attempt, My hosts, aithough speaking no
English, seemed tounderstand my feelings and
Inoticed they were giving meincreased amounts
of food, although they could ill afford it. The
monotony of my stay was broken when a young
P-51 pilot, Lt. Lynn Drollinger of Walla Walla,
Washington, joined me. It was good to have his
company for the remainder of my stay there,

About mid-April, Drollinger, myself, and
several other Americans were escorted to Tou-
louse by train. Stopping there only to change
trains, we took a southwesterly direction into
the Pyrenees foothille and were joined at a
smasll village with several other groups. A count
showed four Basgque guides, all heavily armed
with sub-machine guns and pistols, and an
assortment of 46 airmen, representing some
eight or nine allied countries. In addition, there
were a couple of underground members, also
armed, who had used up their luck and were
leaving France to avoid being captured by the
Germans,

We were split into groups of six or seven
members, and each group was given food to last
forthe three days we needed to reach Spain. We
started our trip at night and walked almost
continuously for five days. OQur only rest would
be when one of our guides, leaving his weapons
behind, would proceed to a village or farm-
house to get information from friends about
German patrol activity in the area,

Because of several detours we were forced
to make, our route was much longer than
planned, By rationing our food supply we had
enough for four days but on the next day we
were completely out and near exhaustion. At
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A/C 42-95260 LILLI MARLENE
Crashed on take-off December 28, 1944
with Jessie Bledaoe and Crew. There were no survivora.

mid-morning we stopped at abarn to rest while
two of our guides left to secure food in a village
a few miles away.

After two or three hours, with some of us
asleep in the barn and others outside in the
sun, one of our posted guards came running in
shouting that a German patrol was near and
approaching fast. Inmediately most of the group
ran in the opposite direction, and apparently,
into a second patrol, The shooting started even
before some of us were out of the barn, Several
of us had our shoes off and the few seconds it
took to get them on and get started was proba-
bly to our advantage. Although we couldn’t see
the battle, from the gunfire we could approxi-
mate the two patrols’ locations and we took off
elsewhere. Within a couple of hundred yards I
overtock Lynn Drollinger and a little later we
came upon Lt, James Lyles, a B-17 pilot from
Brownsville, Texas.

The shooting went on for several minutes
and for awhile we could hear bullets hitting in
the trees around us. The guides, and others
who were armed, must have put up a good
fight; because of their small number it was a
losing battle, as we were to find out later, We
continued walking at a fast pace for an hour or
more, and then stopped to talk over our situ-
ation. Drollinger had an escape map of France
and apparently had a better idea of where we
were than Lyles or myself. He pointed out that
although the Pyrenees ran east and west, we
were near the village of Bagneres-De-Luchon
and actually closer to a north south bend the

124

border followed in that area. Furthermore, the
Germans would probably be expecting us to
continue south. After some discussion, we
decided that due east would probably be our
shortest and safest route.

We made plans to cross the valley to the
east and then what lay beyond the opposite
mountain. Just hefore dark, we came upon an
English airman, Stan Camish, who had been in
our group. We walked most of that night, stop-
ping to rest in the early morning hours at a
small unoccupied cabin. We were physically ex-
hausted and hungry, and, in the darkness, had
become ungure of our direction.

At dawn we started up a snow covered
slope of perhape three miles that led to a ridge
that we hoped, and prayed, to be the border. It
was slow poing on the frozen snow crust for
awhile, with a lot of slipping and falling, but as
the sun rose and it warmed up, we had better
success in breaking through the crust tosecure
a foothold. Lyles seemed to he weaker than the
rest of us and we would have to help him at
times.

About mid-morning we looked back and
could just make out a German patrol leaving
the area where we gpent the night. We put on
all possible speed but, in our weakened condi-
tion, that couldn’t have been much. Lyles was
having to stop and rest often and appeared to
be weakening fast. I stayed back to help him for
awhile, but he finally pagsed out completely,
not responding to my shouts or shaking,

Looking back at the patrol, still not within
firing range, I could make out six troops and
two leashed police dogs. Another glance up the
glope showed Drollinger almost to the ridge
and Camish perhaps a hundred or more yards
behind, and both just barely able to move. After
more attempts to revive Lyles proved unsuc-
cessful, I had to walk off and leave him passed-
out in the snow. It was to a point where it was
him being captured—or shot—or the same for
both of us if I stayed any longer. By the time 1
reached the ridge crest, the others had gone
into a wooded area some distance helow, and
were out of sight. Some minutes later I heard
rifle shots. T hated to guess at what that meant,
It took & couple of hours to reach a road in the
valley. I stopped at the first house I came toand
asked if I was in France or Spain! When I asked
about a telephone, I was told I would have to
walk several miles to a village to find one. I'll
never forget the mixed emotions running
through my mind as I plodded out those last
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few miles. My emotion, of course, was the relief
of having reached Spain safely. The other was
the sadness for Lt. Lyles and the others of the
group. On reaching the village I located Lynn
and Stan at a small hotel. The proprietor had
allowed them to register, then recommended
they report to the village police and to a emall
hospital near-by. The police only wanted our
names; then we received first aid at the hospi-
tal for our many cuts and bruises. After return-
ing to the hotel, we were having dinner when
Lyles walked in. Seeing him alive had to be one
of the happier moments of my life, Hehad come
to at the sound of gunfire, with bullets hitting
in the snow around him. He said these sounds
were the only incentive he needed to struggle
the rest of the distance to the mountain crest
and over it. After he had eaten and heen to the
police and the hospital, hehad to make the long
distance call reporting our presence to the
American Consulate, since he was the only one
of us that could speak any Spanish, The repre-
sentative hoe talked to, after taking quite abit of
information, spoke to the hotel owner and
made arrangements for her to put us up and
advance us a few dollars for personal needs.

The next day, two more from our group
. joined us there: an English and an American
flyer. The American, after fleeing from the
patrols, was hiding in the brush sometime later
when the German troops and their captives
came by. He reported that many of the cap-
tured airmen were having to help others who
had been wounded. He saw none of our guides
in the group. The few of us (probably no more
than seven or eight) who made it to Spain never
actually knew the fate of the others. It would
interesting to get the rest of the story from one
of them. The date that the patrols surprised us
was April 22, 1944,

Because of heavy snow blocking the pass
south of us, we had to stay two weeks in the
_ village and then walk out—with a Spanish
police as our guide—to another town, where we
took a bus to our official internment saight,
west of Zaragoza. Iforgot the name of the small
town where we stayed at a resort hotel. There
were nearly a hundred of us there—all Allied
airmen who had gone through experiences
similar o mine—with fifteen or 50 of us coming
and goingeach week. At theend of May, a group
of us went by bus to Gibraltar, We were then
flown by British aircraft to London, arrivingon
June 1, 1944, After three days of interrogation
by a joint British- American intelligence unit

there, 1 was allowed to visit back with the 44th
Group at Shipdham for a couple of days. When
I attempted to return to London on June 5th,
everyone had suddenly gotten busy and secre-
tive and no one was aillowed to leave base. June
6th, however, made the news, and the secrecy
was over:; the invasion of the Continent had
started. Late that afternoon, I was allowed to
return to London to await my flight fothe U.S.,
arriving in Washington D.C. on June 19, 1944,

Archie also added,

Time sure plays tricks on you after forty
years, I think, but am not positive, that our

plane was QUEENIE, and not RAMIT DAMMAT

2.1 do remember her crew chisf was M/Sgt.
C.E. Lee. We also had an eleventh man ahoard
that day. He was a photographer, I think hig

name was Wilsgn. He had loaded up in the rear i"[o

just before take offand I never saw him thenor

later, When 1 came through the intelligence
unitinL.ondon inJune of *44, I was told that he,
too, had just passed through there after, mak-
ing it out of Spain,

S/Sgt. Earl E. Boggs said,

There definitely was a cameraman on the
plane that morning, When we loaded into the
plane, I went in through the rear camera hateh,
and the camera was raised up into the fuselage,
It completely blocked off the tail section, so I
had to wait until it had been lowered into
position before I could get back into my tail
turret. Iremember telling the cameraman that
if we had to bail out, he was not to raise the
camers, up info the plane and cut me off back
there in the tail with no way to get out. Instead,
he should salvage the darn thing.

When I came out of the turret to bail out,
the camera and the cameraman werelong gone.,
1 do not remember the man’s name but I have
& list of our crew for that day—perhaps it was
Eay Reeves.

Although Sgt. Charles W. Blakley and Barlow
were crew-mates, all of their time in France was not
together nor was theirescaperoute thesame. Blakley

recalls his experience this way:
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On January 21, 1944, there was an all-out
effort for the 8th and 9th Air Force (as well as
the RAF) to attack the Buzz Bomb sites of
France. The 44th Group was assigned two

“fo_-ﬁ“
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separate targets for the day. The 67th and
506th squadrons were briefed to attack sites
near Agathe D’ Altermont, south of Pas De
Calais, while the 66th and the 68th squadrons
were to attack site near Efcalles Sur Buchy.
This mission was my eighth with the 68th and
was to take just four hours to complete. Qur
fighter coverage was to clear the air from
ground level up to forty thousand feet for a
period of two hours. Bombing altitude was
twelve thousand feet.

This proved to be a costly day for the
FLYING EIGHTBALLS, The 67th lost Lt.
Keith Cookus in the lead ship, which crashed
on the English coast on the return. The 66th
lost Lt. Martin Speltsand the 68th lost Lt, Gary
Mathison, Lt. Alfred A. Starring, Lt. Frank
Sobotka, and Lf{. Hartwell Howington.

‘ The leader of our twelve ship element
(66th and 68th) was unable to locate the target
through the cloud cover. We were on our fifth
bomb run when we were hit with ME 109s
making a frontal attack, A glance at my watch
told me it was 15:15 hours and we should be in
the traffic pattern over Shipdham preparing to
land. All the other bombers were long gone as
well as the fighter escort. Then here came
another attack from the front, and we were hit
bad. Number three and four engines were on
fire and flamea were also coming over the wing
abovetheradiocompartment. I strapped onmy
chute and grabbed a fire extinguisher to try to
put out the inside fire. Looking around I found
Iwas the only man left in the rear and I quickly
decided to leave through the camera hatch,
following the others.

I delayed pulling the cord for about six
thousand feet. When I did, the chute finally
opened and I was in a vicious tumble which
slowed eventually, As I neared the ground, I
saw a large tree below me. I pulled some chute
cords to drift from it and the next thingI knew,
I hit the ground very hard. I noticed I had just
missed a wire fence. After hiding my chute, I
started running into the woods when I saw
someone coming towards me, I hid in a thicket
near the trail and as two people approached, I
recognized,one as being our engineer, Archie
Barlow. When I called to Archie, the French
woman that had rescued him almost had a
heart attack. She then hid both of us, returning
around 20:00 hours to take us to her home. In
the meantime, while we were hidden, it started
to rain and we could hear German soldiers as
they searched the area. After we got to the
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French woman’s home, Alvin Rosenblatt and
Alfred Klein, both from our crew, were brought
there. At thistime we learned that Lt. Howing-
ton's parachute had burned and he was killed
on impact with the ground. The co-pilot, Lt.
Herman Curtis, the navigator, Lt. John Kagten,
and the bombardier, Lt. John Crowl], all went
down with the plane. This accounted for all the
crew, except Sgt. Earl Boggs, the tail gunner,
Sgt. Mark Heiter, ball gunner, and Sgt. Ray
Reeves, cameraman from the 67th. Boggs and
Heiter were captured and became POWs while
Reeves evaded and finally got back to Shipdham.

We were shot down on Friday, and by
Monday morning the French had us outfitted
in civilian clothes, One of my problems was
finding shoes that were large enough. I wore
size 13. Finally they located a pair of patent
leather Oxfords in my size. 1 was still wearing
them when I arrived in Andorra on our way
out. But when we got into deep snow in the
Pyrenees Mountains. I had to cut up a heavy
overcoat to make leggings to go with the ox-
fords.

On the Friday we went down, a man from
Paris was in the area, and he returned to Paris
to locate some members of the French Under-
ground, Early Monday morning there weretwo
Frenchmen there to take usto the train station
and on to Paris. They briefed us that we would
see lots of German military, but told us to
disregard them and we would not have any
problems. We were in Parie by Monday evening
and the four of us were separated to stay in
different homes. I ended up with a RAF pilot
named Bill Waudby from Hull, England. Bill
was a Spitfire pilot that had gone down while
strafing afreight train. For thenext two weeks,
Bill and I were with a family that operated a
bakery. We stayed on the second floor, only
going down to their quarters when the store
was closed or at night. The lady would bring us
breakfast and coffee each morning. From our
window we could hear lots of German soldiers
walking on the sidewalks below. Their metal
capped bootheels had a particular sound that
made them easy to identify.

Bill and I decided that if we were ever to
get out of France, it was going to require a lot
of foot travel. So we spent a lot of time doing
“push-ups” and “sit-ups” to stay in shape.
When I returned to the 44th Bomb Group, one
of the officers could not helieve we had heen
doing calisthenics on a daily basis.

After two weeks at the bakery, we were
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told to prepare to move out, We were under the
impression that we were headed for the French
border, but the move wasonly toanotherFrench
home in Paris, on Impasse street, This man
worked at the railroad shops and some of the
family worked at a near-by cafe. The family
lived on the third floor in this building, but Bill
and I stayed on the fifth floor,

Sundays, the family would go out into the
country to a farm where other family members
were living. They would return with sacks of
food items and vegetables. During the early
evening, some of the family would take Bill and
1 separately for walks in the neighborhood.

We were told that the photographs taken
at our home base to be kept in our eacape kits
were a dead give-away if used to make false
passporis. The Germans could tell by the photo
from what airbase the photo was taken; that is
why new photos had to be. made for everyone.
One afterncon aFrench man took usto get new
photographs made and we had to travel on the
Metro (electric train). We boarded the train at
aright hand station. The car was very crowded
and we were barely able to get sbosard before
the sliding doors closed. We were standing
shoulder to shoulder with German soldiers. At
the next stop the station was on the left side
and the car nearly emptied. All of us except
Archie Barlow moved across the car to a vacant
seat, but he stayed there standing with the
German soldiers. When he went to move, some-
body or something was holding him by the back
of his coat. He stayed cool and found out that it
was not the Germans that had hold of him but
that his coat tail was caught in the sliding door.
He remembered from a previcus trip that the
next station was on the left side and then the
next one was on the right side. After the door
opened, Archie again joined us and sat dewn
with the group.

By March 1, 1944, our false passports
~ werein order and we were ready to leave Paris.

My new name was GASTON LOUIS HUM-
BERT. Some guides helped us travel from
Paris to Toulouse on an overnight train. We
were hidden during the day time; part of this
time was in a public library, We sure stuck out
like a gore thumb in there, That evening we
bosarded a southbound train and as we slowed
for astation, we were told tojump from it on the
oppositeside rom the station, at a small village
of Foix. Qur French train ride had started at
Poix and ended at Foix.

We stayed in the railroad right of way for

127

some time, until there was not any activity at
the station. Our group consisted of fourteen
airmen and four or five guides. We walked for
the rest of the night toward the Pyrenees Moun-
taing. The next morning we arrived at a house
and barn, We stayed in the barn for five days,
waiting out a snow storm. To keep warm at
night, a long bed was made in the hay. One
person would cover everyone with a tarp, Each
one was laying bare foot to arm pit with the
next person. Then hay was used to cover every-
body. The person who did the covering had a
holeleft for him, This had to be done daily with
the last light of day, and no one could move
until daylight. Before morning came, you would
get very stiff from laying in one position.

The guides bought a sheep or two from a
farmer, and at the end of the second day we
enjoyed a meal of boiled sheep. The only parts
that were not put into the big iron boiling pot
were the wool and the baa,

By the evening of the fifth day, the guides
thought that the snow had frozen enough forus
totravel. We started out about sundown., During
the night, Archie Barlow became sick and
exhausted {rom traveling in the deep snow, He
was slowing down the group, so the guides
advised us to leave him in another barn. He was
to stay for three days to let us get out of the
ares. Rosenblatt and I left him some of our
rations and matches. Barlow told melater that
he moved right after we left him to another
building. He was not able to start a fire and the
food {corned beef) was so frozen that he could
not eat it.

The rest of us traveled through snow as
deep as our armpits. One day we stayed in an
old castle. That was about the only place we
could build & fire and do any drying of our
clothes. One night after we had walked across
an ice filled stream and crossed a highway, a
German patrol passed a few hundred feet be-
low us,

. Earlyinthemorning of the 13th of March,
the guides seemed to belost. They were looking
on the hillside for something: locating a door
opening to an agueduct tunnel. For an hour we
walked between the tunnel wall and the large
water pipe. Your left shoulder would hit the
wall and the right one would be against the pipe
bands. When we came out of the tunnel it was
daylight. We had gone through the mountain
instead of having to go over it.

We rested for a while. The guides pointed
to a summit and told us that the top was the
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frontier. By 13:00 hours, after climbing the last
two hundred yards on & glacier on our hands
and knees, the thirteen airmen had traveled for
thirteen days since leaving Paris, We were out
of occupied France and in the country of An-
dorra, high in the Pyrenees Mountains.

Late in the afterncon we weredown in the
valley, the snow was melting, and we wereina
small village. The fellows who had taken us
across the mountaing had done their job and we
didn't see them again. To me, the French
Underground was any group of people which
thought that their war effort was passing us
onto somebody that they knew and trusted,
That was how they were doing their part of the
war effort.

For the next two days we were in the
village of Andorra. The village is the capitol of
the Republic. Andorrais a country of only 175
square miles, stuck in the Pyrenees Mountains
between France and Spain. We were in one big
room that looked like the United Nations in
hiding. There were Americans, British, French,
Spanish, and Germans. Everyone was hiding
or had deserted from some country.

We were told that we were waiting for the
British Embassy to come for us. My patent
leather oxfords we replaced with a pair of hemp
soled sandals. Our night walking was not over
and I wished later that T had my oxfords back.
I also gave up my “long-john” underwear that
Ireceived in my Christmas package from home,
A car had taken us south, but the Andorra-
Spanish border guards had to be bypassed, so it
was another night of walking, All night long
the rocks worked up through the braided hemp
sole of the sandals. We spenttheday inanother
barn, but this time it was in Spain. About
sundown, an employee of the British Embassy
came for us in a 1934 Ford sedan that burned
coke for fuel, It was daylight when we came
over the hills above Barcelona and the first
time in many months that we saw a city that
wasnot under theeffects of the war-time black-
out. For our British comrades, it had been
years,

The British Embassy outfitted with us
with a complete new outfit, including a two-
piece suit. Then there were physical examina-
tions, interrogations, and food. They were not
able to move all of the group to Madrid at one
time, so Rosenblatt, Captain Don Dilling, and I
stayed behind. One Sunday afterncon one of
the Embassy employees took the three of us to
the bull fight.
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After going to Madrid, it was on to Gibral-
tar where we were flown in a French Moroccan
C-47 to Casablanea,

At Gibraltar, we reported tothe American
Military Liaison Qffice, American Consulate. A
full Colonel (Horace W, Forster) that smoked
roll-your-own Bull Durham cigarettes had a
staff made up of one 5/Sgt. They issued us
military uniforms and toilet articles. Before
they sent ug on our way, we signed a form that
we were tell our escape story to NO one unless
that person was authorized.

There was a two day wait at Casablanca
for a transport that was going to England. We
were traveling with a very high priority num-
ber (one). The thirteen evadees were the first
called out toboard a C-87 (Liberator transport)
that was bound for England. It was ahout a
nine hour flight.

At London we were taken to a Canadian
hogpital for more physical examinations, Thad
caught ahead cold and they treated my infected
ears. We went through much more interroga-
tion and were issued new uniforms. It was like
the first daysin the Army, except thistime they
cared how we looked and there were people to
help alter the uniforms so that they would fit.
We were told that our ETO war days of flying
were over and we would be heading for the
United States.

On April 12, Alvin Rosenblatt and I re-
turned to the 68th Squadron for a short visit,
where I received my T/Sgt, stripes. Then on
April 14, 1944 we received our orders to return
to New York ona C-54 flight from Scotland. We
received a twenty one day leave in route to a
redistribution station. After my leave back
homein Idaho, I went toSanta Monica, Califor-
nia and then to a Spokane, Washington hospi-
tal for five monthe. I finished WW?2 at Chanute
Field, Illinois as a Phase Chief (an instructor
supervisor) in the engine phase of the Power
Plant School.

Sgt. Charles W. Blakley received the fol-
lowing letter dated July 14, 1945:

Mister,

Iam an unknown French girl for you, so I
think you will be very much surprised to re-
ceive my letter but I believe you will under-
stand as soon as I explain the reason to you.
Will you remember of the 21st of January 1944
where your airplane fallen down somewhere in
France, you jumped out in parachute but sev-
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eral of your comrades were killed. I saw one of
they whose the parachute did not open. I found
his wrist watch and Inaturally did not give it to
Germans who were there. My dearest desire is
to send it to the soldier’s parents in America, I
am very sorry I eould not be his military ad-
dress because I later be forbidden to approach
nearest him, 1 just know his name and birth-
day. Howington Hartwell 23-10-21-and I sup-
pose that is worth, After you arrived OK on the
ground, a women of French Tory Inside gave
you and three other men—Alvin A.
Rosenblatt—Alfred M. Klein—Archie R. Bar-
low hospitality before you go to Paris then
England or America. Lastly I wentand saw her,
she gave me your four addresses so I write the
same letter to other three soldiers hoping to
have an answer.

I should like to know if Howington
Hartwell is a friend of yours who was in your
airplane with you. I should be very grateful to
you if you know somethingabout it. Please, tell
me his military and civilian address, I hope
you will reply o me soon andI begto excuse my
bad English. I have learnt it at school and you
must guess how much difficult it is,

With all my thanks I give you my regards.
God bless and guard you always.

A French girl,

Gilberte

Here is my address
Madamosielle Gilberte Daumal
Lignieres-Chatelain

Somme, France

The second letter from Mademoiselle Daumal to
Sgt. Charles Blakley dated August. 1, 1945 follows;

Dear Charles,
I can’t explain how much I was happy
. when I received your welcome letter on the
13th of July. I was very moved when Iunsealed
it because I didn’t know if you could tell me
what I wanted. Now, my dearest desire is saf-
isfied. First I prefer write to his brother, I
suppose, but 1 am not sure that Mrs. Howing-
ton Hartwell knows the death of her hushand.
I don’t want to give her a great painso I
ghall agk him if I can write with sincerely all
this sad truth. The destiny confide a difficult
mission to me, don’t you find? I sincerely hope
to realize it, sol am very grateful to you. Lastly
I wrote to the woman who gave hospitality to

you and your three comrades. I told her all
what you said in your letter. I don’t remember
if I related that Lt. Howington was buried in
the cemetery of I know his grave very
well, T was want t6 g6 and carry flowers, but
now he is not there. American authority has
taken away all the soldiers’ bodies and trans-
ported them in a small village in a cther dis-
trict. I can’t go, It is a too long way but I know
the name of this new place, Certainly you think
that near two others of you comrades were
ground or burnt ingide the airplane. Germans
put their remains into & small coffin and buried
it near Howington but we don’t know their
names, Alas! they will be unknown always. 1
ghall write in order totell you how and whenT'll
send the watch. I promise you tonot forget your
help,

Now I close my letter thanking you again
and wishing God guard you until you go back
home.

With all my best,
from g French girl,

_ Gilhertg

"The remains this young French girl spoke of were
those of Lts. Wayne D, Crowl (Bombardier), Herman
M. Curtis (Co-Pilot), and Richard J. Kasten (Naviga-
tor). = . Lot

A/C42-7514 O, MACR 2359, had the following men
on board: (This was their 18th mission).

P 1st Lt. Gary M. Mathisen 0-735418
Seattle, WA

CP 2nd Lt. Norris S. Ballangrud 0-681300
Portland, OR

N 2ndLt. Johnd. Cleary 0-678888
Long Beach, CA

B 2nd Lt. Donald R, Hoeltke 0-678414
Pittsford, NY

E . T/Sgt. John L. Dickinson 32453614
Gladstone, NJ

RO T/Sgt. Richard E, Allen 32456988
East Orange, NJ

WG 5/Sgt. Victor J. Adams 32323720
Brooklyn, NY

WG S/8gt. Jack N. Ostenson 6569189
St. George, UT

HG S/Sgt. LeoM. Tyler 17155940
Glenwood, MN

TG 8/5gt. Joseph E. Playford 11052136
QOssining, NY
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Charlie Deurell, Frank Davido and Ray Townsendin early
spring of 1944. Towmsend lost his life at Brunswick,
Germany on April 8, 1844.

Cleary, Hoeltke, and Allen were P.O.W.,and the
balance of the crew was K. 1A,

On this day Lt. Ellsworth P, Rowinski was re-
leased from infernment in Sweden where he had
been interned since the 29th of May.

The following information was provided by rela-
tives of Donald Hoeltke: “Only three men got ocut of
the plane and one of these was very seriously injured,
{(Probably Tyler) The plane wasshot downin the area
of Bruay, France.”

When Lt. Hoeltke hit the ground, he was immedi-
ately surrounded by troops with about 18 bayonets
shoved at him, There was no possibility of any at-
tempt at evading capture. He was taken in for inter-
rogation according to the usual procedure, but Donald
learned that his interrogator had worked in the U.S.
for several years, knew Al Holderman of the Gannett
News, and had returned to Germany as a private
pilot. Later he was grounded and, due to his excellent
English, was made an interrogator of English and
American P.O.Ws.

Lt. Hoeltke's widow stated that he had told her
that he thought three men got out and parachuted,
but one was critically wounded and could have died.
He knew that Sgt. Tyler had heen made a P.O.W.;
their site of capture was about 45 miles east of Calais,
France.

Lt. Hoeltke was later sent to Stalag #1, Barth and
remained there until the end of the war, Lt. Cleary’s

L o 0]

22 Through 28 January 1944

Lt. Sam Williame transferred to the hospital on
the 22nd.

Several of the men attributed the great loss yes-
terday to the fact that they made five runs over the
target before the Lead Bombardier dropped his load,
which was the signal for the other planes to release
their bomba.

On the 23rd, two of our ships went out with the
Group, but they were recalled and were back within
two hours, The R.AF. dropped two thousand tons on
Magdeburg last night and lost fifty planes on the
mission. Captain Weant and Mgjor Brandon re-
turned from Sweden today. Seems there was an
exchange for two German officers who were in the
hands of the English, Lt. Williams seems to be doing
well since his surgery; several pieces of flak were
removed from his gkull.

On the night of the 27th, the R.A.F. was out again
in full force; we knew this by the elapsed time it took
them to get over our base.

Lt. Michael J. Neri transferred to Group Head-
quarters.

29 January 1944
FRANKFURT, Germany

On the Frankfurt/Main, Germany raid, the 68th
sent up four planes with three of the four aborting for
technical reasons, The 68th was represented by a
single plane. The hbombs were dropped with unobser-
ved results. Flak and enemy fighter opposition was
moderate. No losses or damage resulted from flak or
EAC, and no claims were made since the {fighters kept
away from the formation.

A/C numbers and Pilots were:
535 Lt. D. Miller—turned back -
858 Lt. R.E. Hamlyn

Two others took off for this mission but were
forced back due to various reasons. One was forced
back because “Wormy” Nealon locked himself out of
the nose turret and the pilot refused to continue
under those circumstances.

PFC Arthur Wilder transferred to the 2nd Gen-
eral Hospital. Captain Robert J. Lehnhausen trans-
ferred to Group.
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30 January 1944
HANOVER, Germany

Due to very dense cloud conditions, a target of op-
portunity was bombed instead of the intended target
with unobserved results. The Group, with three A/C
that the 68th put up, met moderate but inaccurate
flak, Some EAC were seen but no attacks were made.

A/C numbers and Pilots were;
156 Lt. C.A. Bohnisch

858 Lt, H.L. Slaughter

987 Lt. AR, Anderson

On the 31st, Bud Kane succeeded in obtaining a
transfer to London as a member of the Stars and
Stripes, He had to take a bust to private to make the
transfer but I'm sure he will make if back in a hurry.
He writes a good story and is an excellent photogra-
pher.

Personnel losses for the month of January num-
bered forty-one (41) all of which were lost on the
mission of the 21st. From this the same misgion, the
month’s total aircraft lost was four. Three A/C sus-
tained battle damage from all the raids flown this
month, There were thirty-eight (38) sorties accred-
ited to the aircraft of the 68th squadron. The total
number of EAC claims were three destroyed and one
probable. The over-all results of the missions of the
month can be classified as “uncertain” due to the
large lozs of the 21st,

During January, the following men joined the
68th squadron: William M. Averill, Jr., Andrew F.
Babick, Ball, Phillip W, Bell, Andrew S. Champion,
Salvatore J. DeLuca, Domenic J. Delperuto, Phillip
A. Devanty, Julius B, Doraldsen, J.R. Dunnovan,
Eugene N. Dyer, Alfred V. Fairall, Charles’ H.
Freeburgh, Thomas J. Fresch, Robert J. Gleason,
George W. Hall, James A. Hammontree, Wiley W.
Haynes, Jr., George R. Insley, James L, Ifi_gg, Harold
F. Koehler, Harry E. Koester, Charles V., Krebs,
Donald W. Martin, Antonio Milillo, Michael J. Mun-
govan, Edgar F, Murphy, John W, McFarland, Russell
L. Parsons, Eugene A. Phelan, James A. Schroeder,
Antonio Scorpio, John S. Seamen, Irvin N. Selm,
Keith W. Sprenger, Dale Stufllebeam, Kenneth E.
Sullivan, Robert V. Swegel, G.A. Thelan, Otis Van
Rogers, Walter A, Walser, George F. Williams, Homer
W, Williams, and Wing,

Mt

Alvin Rosenblatt and Charlea Blakloy - Evadses

FEBRUARY 1944

During the month of February, the 68th flew
twelve operational missions against seven targets in
France and five targets in Germany.

1 February 1944

I spoke with Colonel Brandon today and inquired
about Sgts. Gavin and Paffenroth, He thinks they
should be back soon. He personally spoke with the
American Attache in Sweden and explained that
Gavin had his {twenty-five misgions in and should be
given a break, when and if it comes time to be sent
home,

Lt. Robert C. Peterson was transferred to 8th
AF Headquarters.

2 February 1944
- WATTEN, France

The 68th sent up four A/C on today’s mission, We
bombed the target with unobserved results after fwo
runs were made over the target. The flak was moeder-
ately accurate over the target area, with all fourofthe
68th ships suffering minor flak damage. The mission
was flown under severe icing conditions and a 10/
10th cloud condition. Our ships carried four 2000
pound bombs each, which amounted to an all night
job for Ordnance, who had to unload before reload-
ing. A ship from the 506th crash-landed on the coast
of England and all ahoard were killed. The ship was
41-24282, RUTHLESS, piloted by James Bolin.
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Colonel Johnson with Howard J. Foley - Crew Chief Colonel Johnson with Laurence Villemez - Crew Chiel

Colonel Johnson with Hughlette Salter - Flight Chief Caolonel Johnson with Jack Russe]] - Ingpector
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3 February 1944
WILHELMSHAVEN, Germany

Our ships got off OK but returned in about three
hours due to a recall. Nealon, who flew as bombar-
dier, told me the recall was received just short of the
target. He was all steamed up because of the recall; he
has flown several of these lately, where no credit was
received for the mission.

This a.m., as the ships were being pre-flighted just
before take-off, a man from the 67th got too close to
aprop, and it severed his head. Sgt. Edward Whitman
has been reclassified on medical grounds due to
wounds received at Wiener Neustadt last QOctober
and is now Squadron C.Q. This shifts Sgt. Ambrose
Hansen, who hasbeen grounded for medical reasons,
back to active combat status.

Lt. Grover C. Trumbo transferred to the 506th
Squadron.

4 February 1944

Sgt. Lloyd Allbright returned to the squadren
today after spending 72 days in the hospital. He was
wounded at Bremen on November 13 by a .20 m.m.
shell that pierced his flak suit and wound ed him in
the right shoulder. He looks OX and will be ready to
go after a seven day pass. He stated that Sgt. Daniel
Areford, who was wounded back ir October, is doing
fair. He has lost a lot of weight and is scheduled for
more operations. The following ground men have
been selected for rotation to the States due to age and
service time; M/Sgts. Ybur Campbell, Robert Gam-
mage, and Walter Marvill,

b6 February 1944
TOURS AIRDROME, France

This airfield was hit with results ranging from
poor to good. The 68th put up four A/C; one was lost
tp enemy saction. Jerry reslly ganged up on the
EIGHTBALLS today. The Group claimed three EAC
destroyed, two of which were claimed by the 68th.
Little or no flak was encountered by the Group over
the target, but the presence of EAC made up for the
absence of flak. James Dick and Edward Dunn each
received credit for an FW 190 destroyed.

AJC 42-10081 Z, STAR VALLEY, MACR 2233, had
the following men on board:
Carl Bohnisch

P 1st Lt. 0-735081

Lindsey, CA

CP 1stlt. dJohn S, Giffin 0-805903
Schenectady, NY

N  1latLt. Herbert J. Ede 0-729151
Louisville, KY

B 2nd Lt. Harold W. Spink 0-678399
Lincoln, NE

E T/Sgt. William F. Leverich 37224192
Kansas City, MO

RO T/Sgt. Bernard A Ohler 13135813
Baltimore, MD

WG S/Sgt. Kenneth E. Hall 11114148
Haverhill, MA

WG S/Sgt. Eugene C. Edgerton 31281654
Andover, CT

HG 8/Sgt. Warren E. Klein 16064248
Detroit, MI

TG 8/Sgt. dJosephE. E, Morin 20108691

East Hampton, MA

Klein became a P.O.W., the balance of the crew
were KI.A, A wing was shot off, the plane went into
a dive and hit the ground. Three chutes were ob-
served.

Sgt. Keith Nutter stated:

One FW 190 made an attack straight inon
our nese, turned over on his back just as he
passed under our left wing, then started down.
As he came back up, I started firing straight
down. He went down and with him went the B-
24 which was flying on our left wing, Both
seemed to hit the ground at approximately the
same time and place. This fighter had hit our
#2 engine and the navigator’s compartment
and also hit our wing man (Bohnisch) at the
same time on the first paes. Our waist punner
claimed hits ag well.

6 February 1944
SIRACOURT, France

The Military Installations along the Coast of
France were our target for today. The weather inter-
fered with the planned visual run. EAC were present
but they made no attacks on the Group. The flak was
meager and quite inaccurate. All six of the A/C put up
by the 68th were undamaged by flak,

7 February 1944
All is quiet on the field today. No mission has

heen scheduled. The only excitement was Major
Jansen buzzing around in the LEMON DROP. The
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new Enlisted Men's Club opens up in afew days. Beer
is to be served and the club will be supervised by
Enlisted Men from the four squadrons. The latest
rumor is that a new group is to be formed from the
personnel of the 44th,

8 February 1944
WATTEN, France

A refurn engagement to Watten was made
today with Major GeorgeJansen, the C.0O. ol the 68th,
as Lead Pilot, The run was made visually with poor
results, The flak was moderate and accurate, with
two men from the squadron receiving injuries. EAC
were seen, but they kept their distance because of our
excellent fighter protection. Lt, Raymond Hamlyn
had part of his cheek blown away by an explosion of
flak that burst on the Qlight deck of his aircraft.

More rumors regarding the split up of the
44th: several names have been mentioned, and
Captain Durham and 1st Sgt. Bill Davison have
recorded the number of men to he transferred. It now
remains to select the personnel.

11 February 1944
SIRACOURT, France

A second return engagement was made to the
Military Installations located at Siracourt. With six
A/C the 68th sent up, the Group was to make a visual
run on this target, but PFF technique was used due
to the 10/10th overcast conditions that prevailed.
The results were not seen. A few EAC were seen but
no attacks were pressed home. Flak, however, was
much heavier and more accurate than previously
experienced on thistarget. Allthe 68th ships were hit
by flak, with iwo casualties resulting, S/Sgt. Rudy
Myers was killed by flak and S/Sgt. Edmond F. Con-
nors sustained a knee injury.

12 February 1944
SIRACOURT, France

For the third time in as many weeks, Siracourt
was the objective for thie mission. The Group, with
the three A/C put up by the 68th, made a PPF run on
the target with unobserved results. Anti-aircraft fire
was encountered, but this time it was inaccurate and
caused no damage to our A/C. No EAC were seen. The
R.A F hit Leipzig with aloss of 79 planes. Lt. Hamlyn
was around today. He has a large scar on the side of
his face, It looks like the Medics did 2 nice piece of
plastic surgery on a very nasty wound.

19 February 1844
RAYE SUR AUTHIE, France

Another Military Installation, Raye Sur Au-
thie (Petit Boia Tillencourt), was the chjective of the
mission today. The run was a visual attack and the
results were quite good. Plenty of continuous accu-
rate flak was encountered with all five of the 68th’s
A/C being hit. The only personnel injury was Sgt.
Harry Valot, who washitin the jaw by flak. Thisis the
type of mission that can “get 2 man down.” The
Group was alerted for thiz mission only three hours
before take off time. It can eastly be seen that a vast
amount of work had to be done before take off:
loading bombs, pre-flighting and gassing the ships,
briefing crews, checking the sundry equipment—let
alone preparing the data for the mission briefing, ete.
In retrospect we wonder how it was done, but it WAS
done. Enough credit cannot be given to the Ground
Personnel for their efficient and very capable per-
formance under such pressure of time, The whole
mission was very successful; the 68th feels doubly
proud because it was also the Group Lead AND the
Wing Lead on this mission, N

Two ships from the Group were missing; one
was from the 68th with a 506th crew aboard. Both
were spotted in formation crossing the Channel, so
we are hoping they landed at some other field. We
received ten new ground men yesterday, attached
only for training, The raid today was to date the
largest the 8th Air Force has dispatched from Eng-
land.

On the 16th, Lt, George E. Hulpiau and Sgt.
Thomas Laskowski completed their tour of cpera-
tions.

On the 18th, Captain Harry Dickens trans-
ferred to the 2nd RTS.

20 February 1944
HALBERSTADT, Germany

A malfunction of the PFF aircraft forced the
Group to bomb visually on two targets of opportu-
nity: Oschersleben and Helmstadt. Both of these
targets werehit with fair results. No flak was encoun-
tered over the target, but slight fairly accurate flak
was experienced just after the target—this was
coupled with attacks by EAC. The Group lost two A/
C to these factors. The seven A/C that the 68th sent
up on this mission suffered no damage or losses. The
weather was severely cold, the ground covered with
snow both at the target and home base.
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Colonel Johnson with Robert Lehnhausen Colonel Johnson with Chris Sand
Squadron Commanding Officer Engineering Officer

Colone) Johnson with Robert L. Lee - Pilot Colonel Johngon with John C. Merrigan
Completed hia tour April 1, 1944 Tail Gunner who lost his life at Oslo-Kjeller, Norway
on November 18, 1943.
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Sgt. Jack Shelton made his 25th mission teday.,

A/C 42-64166 A, piloted by Donald Decker
from the 66th Squadron, and A/C 42-100373 Y, pi-
loted by Frederick Rawson from the 506th Squadron,
were lost today. 373 Y belonged to the 68th.

Pvt. Robert F. Kunkel transferred to the 987
M.P, and Lt. George Insley fransferred to the 66th
Squadron.

21 February 1944
HANDORPF, Germany

This mission was for the purpose of whittling
down and disrupting, as much as possible, the LUFT-
WAFFE. The raid was quite successful. Direct hitson
the Diepholz Airdrome were made. Major George
Jansen was the Command Pilot for today. The 68th
sent up eight A/C. EAC were séen, but no attacks
were made because of the very excellent fighter
support that was provided for the Heavies. The flak
was very meager and quite inaccurate. The main
difficulty of the whole mission was the inadequacy of
the quality of electric flying suits, The weather was
very cold and quite severe on the personnel who were
flying without these suits. Only one case of frost-bite
occurred, however.

The 8th A.F. put out 2,000 planes today. 8,000
tons of bombs have been dropped in the past thirty-
six hours. Total losses for the 8th A.F, were fifteen
bombers and five fighters.

22 February 1944
GOTHA, Germany

Washington’s birthday found the Group wing-
ing its way on a mission to Gotha, Duetothe difficulty
in assembling, and the snow and generally bad
weather, the Group was recalled after havingcrossed
the Dutch Coast. The 67th lost two A/C on this
mission either to EAC, which were few but fierce in
their attempts, or to flak, which was moderate and
accurate over the Dutch Coast area. The 68thsentup
seven A/C on this mission and all returned without
damage,

The losses for the 67th were:

A/C 42-100402 M Bar, piloted by George Fish, and
A/C 42-72865 F Bar, piloted by Earl Evans.

No credit was given for today’s mission.

General Hodges will make an inspection of our
base tomorrow and everyone is getting ready for it.

23 February 1944

Lt. Sam Williams came out of the hospital
today. His face is all marked up by flak wounds and
the scars from the skull operations stand out on his
forehead. He is lucky to be alive; he looks well for
what he has gone through, It is questionable if he will
ever fly again. We had a Black and then Red alert
tonight, we heard planes overhead but no bombs
were dropped. Sgt. Edmond Connor’s injury was
slight and he is now out of the hospital.

24 February 1944
GOTHA, Germany

Back to Gotha again, to bomb the Messer-
schmidt Aircraft Assembly plant and its adjacent
airfield. Thirty five A/C of the Group, eight of which
were planes of the 68th, were led by Captain George
Martin. The target was visually hit with an excellent
bomb pattern being laid down. The flak was moder-
ate buf inaccurate. Approximately 100 EAC met the
formations on the way into the target at the Coast,
and gave fierce battle all the way to the target, and
even after the bombs were away. The enemy paid a
heavy price for the attacks, with the 44th alone
claiming at least a dozen destroyed and a similar
number damaged. Of theseclaims, the 68th destroyed
five and damaged one. The Group paid with the loss
of two A/C, one of which was a 68th ship. Had the
{ighter support been weaker, the losses would have
been much greater. As it was, the fighter support was
excellent except for a brief period over the target.

The 66th lost A/C 41-29148 B, piloted by Ha-
rold Etheridge. The 68th lost A/C 41-24225 T FLAK
ALLEY MACR 2922, that had the following men on
board:

0-742832

P 2nd Lt. Phillip W. Bell

St. Joseph, MO

CP 2nd Lt. James L. King 0-681117
Parkeville, KY

N  2nd Lt. James A. Schroeder 0-687513
Pittsburgh, PA

B 2nd Lt. George W. Hall 0-686193
Ann Arbor, MI

E  5/Sgt. Charles H. Freeburgh 14150973
Philadelphia, PA

RO S/Sgt. Anthony Milillo 31158071
Boston, MA

WG Sgt. Wiley W. Haynes, Jr. 34572318
Gainsville, GA

WG S/Sgt. Kenneth E. Sullivan 35563810
Hammond, IN
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BG Sgt. James A, Hammontree 14161472
Paiton, GA

TG Sgt. Robert J. Gleason 13049367
Washington, DC
, T
This was the secorid mission for this crew.,
Faniyt

This plane was caught in & prop wash and fell
out of formation. Enemy fighters immediately
pounced on it and it began to straggle. Sgt. Kenneth
Sullivan was seriously wounded. Sgt, Haynes was
told to contact the men in the back and then bail out.
This he did, but he was so badly wounded that he died
soon alter landing. Hammontree and Gleason did not
jump, but were blown out, and both froze to desth
before hitting the ground. James King bailed out but
was wounded by 2 20 m.m. shell, and died a few
minutes after hitting the ground. Sullivan was seri-
ously injured, captured as soon as he hit the ground
and died soon afterwards in a hospital. Millilo, only
slightly injured at the time he bailed out, died on the
ground as his chute did not open. Schroeder was
badly wounded, and was later repatriated in Septem-
ber, 1944,

25 February 1944
FURTH. Germany

A self-contained bomber components and re-
pair factory located here was the target for the 44th
today. The Group put up three sections for this
missgion, with the 68th putting up seven A/C. The
44th Group led the Wing and the Division on this
mission. The target was hit with very excellent re-
sults. An inaccurate barrage of flak was met and EAC
were geen, but no attacks were made on the Group.
The only injury was Lt. John R. Walsh, who was hit
in the leg by a piece of flak. ~——u

We have prepared all the effects of the missing

crew who had completed only one mission. On yester-
day’s mission the EAC claims for the squadron were:

5/Sgt. Walter Nealon 1 ME 109 destroyed.

Lt. Sidney Bolick 1 ME 109 destroyed.
Sgt. Edward Dunn 1 FW 190 destroyed.
S/Sgt. Edward Kopko 1 ME 262 destroyed.
Sgt. Ralph Stine 1 FW 190 destroyed.
UNKNOWN 1 FW 190 probable.

The 8th Air Force shot down 125 German
fighters, and 65 American bombers were missing for
the day.

Lt. Fenn transferred to the 67th Squadron.

26 February 1944

No mission scheduled for today. It has rained
continuously since mid-day yesterday, Headquarters
was quite pleased with the results on yesterday’s
mission. General Hodges and General Johnson each
eent a congratulatory message by teletype. Don Hart,
who has been in the hospital for more than thirty
days, was transferred out of the Squadron per stan-
dard procedure.

27 February 1944

The largest attendance to date was at the 9:00
a.m, mass, No mission scheduled today. Sgt. Howard
Landers and Sgt. Carl Bender, both from the Ord-
nance Section, were transferred out today and this
appears to be the start of many more transfers hegin-
ning next week, Sgt. Edward Kopko, Edward
Whitman, Jack Shelton, and William Morton have
completed their tour of missions, Morton left this
afterncon for London, where he will appear on B.B.C.
on & hook-up to the States. Kopkois going to a Station
Compliment as a gunnery instructor for approxi-
mately three months and then back to the States, Sgf.
Ike Flesher is on D.S. with a new outfit for a short
term, before he will depart for home.

S FrE— -

Ralph Durham - Communications
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28 February 1944

Nomission wasscheduled. Headquarters seems
to be giving the Groups a rest after the terrific
offensive action 1ast week. More bombs were dropped
on Germany this last week than in the entire opera-
tion of the first year. This of course, includes the
contribution from the 15th AF in Italy. If’s now
around the clock for Germany: RAF at night and the
AAF during the day.

InFebruary, the following men joined trﬁ J
er,

squadron; Charles E. Banning, Gilman W. Bend
Wilbur C. Benjamin, Alfred D. Bonnet, Sam
man, Pa Brown, Patrickd, Commu;a, orge
E. Counts, dJr., Bernard D. Creedon, Joseph L., Cum-
bia, Raymond J. I’ Amico, Helmut R, Dimpfl, Ken-
neth 8, Dropek, Ralph O. Durham, Jack H . /Feinstein,
Edward H. Gay, James Gillespie, Charles R, Gordon,
Charles S. Gordon, Thomas A. Gurney, Thomas P.
Gurry, Jameg Hall, Robert R. Hanabass, Tom P.
Hybarger, Norman B, Johnson, Robert W, Johnson,
John W. Karll, Paul J. Kruse, Robert L. Kunkel,
Raymond J. Long, William E. McGoldrick, John S.

Colonel Johnson with Francis Wood - Crew Chief
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McNamara, Hollis R. Nichols, Hiram C. Palmer,
Pelligrine, James M. Rosgaman, Benjamin L.. Schaefer,
Robert A. Shadle, Adolph e wioh L
Sternbeck, Michael Tarzia, Carroll W, Waddell, and
Earle P. Wikle,

For their performance during the month of
February, every member of the 68th Squadron has
every reason to be proud, Of the twelve missions that
were flown this month, the Squadron was Lead
Squadron or one of our pilots was a Lead Pilot on six
different occasions, and the Deputy Lead on one
other occasion. The over-all results of the month’s
bombing record is good: on three targets the results
were excellent, one other fair, one poor, and on three
others the results were unobserved. A total of fifty
three aircraft received sortie credit. Six EAC were
claimed destroyed and one damaged by the gunners
of the 68th. As is usual, “all news i8 not good news”:;
The squadron lost two aircraft and their crews,
numbering twenty men, to enemy action. A total of
five men were wounded in action and one man was
killed in action by flak, Eleven aircraft were damaged
by flak during these operations.

Daniel Valenti - Navigator
Completed his tour December 5, 1944
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Some of the Squadron Olficers in early 1943
Can you identify all of them ?
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MARCH 1944

The air war definitely showed trends of an
upward pace for the month of March with the total of
accredited operational missions climbing to sixteen.
Germany was the center of attraction for these aerial
blows, having been on the receiving end of ten of the
operational missions of the Group, while France was
the objective of six missions.

1 March 1944

For some time now, Capt. Durham has been
trying to have his brother, who was in the AAF in
Southern England, transferred into the 68th. He
{inally succeeded, and his brother, 1st Lt. Ralph Q.
Durham, is now our Communication Officer. Col,
Diehl was in today and told us he has finally finished
hig missions and wants to go home, as he doesn’t care
much for his job at the 2nd AD. We have received two
new crews in the past week.

2 March 1944
FRANKFURT/MAIN, Germany

The sife of a piston ring factory here was
attacked by only a portion of the planes from the
44th, Bad weather caused the failure. A target of
opportunity could not be located to be bombed, so
many of the A/C came hack with their bomb load; ten
had bombed the briefed target with unobserved re-
sults. Some accurate flak was encountered near the
target area and several A/C landed away from home
base due to the damages sustained. One A/C, piloted
by Lt. Robert E. Rose, crash-landed with four dead
engines, caused by a failure of the fuel transfer
system, The crash wasnot marred by any injuries and
the A/C was in a repairable condition.

Today we received word that the entire 506th
Squadron is to be moved to form a new group. Men
from the other three squadrons are to be transferred
to the 506th, replacing those going out.

3 March 1944
ORANIENBURG, Germany

This mission was scheduled, but the A/C was
forced to turn back due to very severe weather condi-
tions that grew steadily worse as the North Sea was
crossed. There were no bombs dropped or any enemy
encounters. American fi ghters swarmed over Berlm
today for the first time in the war. It was approxi-
mately 1100 miles round trip.
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Coming back today, Lt. Raymond H. Townsend,
Jr., dropped his bombs out over the English Channel.
Their instruments were frozen and they thought
they were higher off the water than they actually
were. Results were that they almost blew themselves
to pieces. They were close enough to the water to feel
the concussion. The underneath of the A/C was se-
verely damaged by the exploding bombs.

Lt. Charles H. O’'Malley was on hig twenty fi(th
today but did not get credit for today’s effort.

Lt. Donald E, Fribley transferred to the 9ist
Air Depot and Pvt, Charles L, Dunkel transferred to
the 506th Squadron.

4 March 1944

It snowed here last night! Runways and planes
were coated with snow and ice; for this reasen the
mission was scrubbed. Crews and Line Personnel
who had been up since 3:00 a.m. trying to get the A/
C ready,

The base hospital has decided to send Francis
dJ. Mulrooney home,

Colonel Robert Lehnhausen
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The RAF is creating a record in respect to low
losses. They have lost as many as 70-80 planes on a
single night mission, but three nights ago they only
lost three and last night, none, They have also been
using their new 12,000 pound bomb since February,
Last night they hit an A/C factory at Albert in north-
ern France, which was said to have completely disap-
peared.

Latest rumors today are that the Group may
move to India.

5 March 1944
MARIGNAC/BORDEAUX, France

This was our intended target today; however,
two targets of opportunity were hit instead of the
primary target. This again was due to the cloud
conditions over the target. The two targets of oppor-
tunity were airdromes in France: Cognac was hit
with pood results, and Bergerc was hit with poor
results. EAC were seen but no attacks were experi-
enced; flak was moderate, mostly inaccurate. Colonel
Dent, Command Pilot, riding in one of the 68th A/C,
had & narrow escape today. This included the entire
crew, The ship swerved off the runway and turned on
its side in the water soaked turf. Everyone was able
to walk away from the plane.

Lt, Charles H. O’Malley completed his tour
today,

Holliz Nichols - Interned in Switzerland

6 March 1944
BERLIN, Germany

The target today was BIG B; specifically the
ERNST HEINKEL ASSEMBLY PLANT at GEN-
SHAGEN, located on the outskirts of Berlin. The
secondary target was the famed Templehof Airdrome
near Berlin, All the men filed into the dimly lit brief-
ing room, which was quite cold and bleak, and sat
down to learn the objective of the mission for this par-
ticular day. With the usual jocular exchange of words
and a small amount of friendly horseplay, there ran
a current of premonition—of some unexplainable
bigness of the day that was slowly unfolding. When
the 8-2 clerk placed the tale, marking our route to the
target and the route home, a slow loud whistle was
heard to be emitted by nearly every member in the
room. Exclamations of “This is it!” bounced through
the room. To say the least, all the men were eager for
this particular mission, It had been so long-awaited.
The mission officer unfolded the details of what to
expect on thisroute to the target: what tolook for, the
details of the immediate target; further details of the
secondary target, and sundry other information that
goes to make a successful mission. The 68th sent up
six A/C with the Group. Ground fog at take-off time
caused some difficulty, but assembly was completed
on time and the long trip was begun. Accurate flak
was encountered in the target area, but little damage
resulted. EAC were seen but no attacks were experi-
enced by the 44th.

The target of Templehof Airdrome was hit
with good results, while the target at Genshagen was
hit with fair results. Losses and claims were nil, but
there was that feeling of being “over the hump”—the
climax had been reached and the only really new and
greater climax that could top this one was the INVA-
SION, or some co-related mission.

One of our ships, piloted by Lt. Sam H, Bow-
man, was missing for some time; we were beginning
to fear the worst when Lt. Frank Davido called in to
say they were at Horsham. First time over “BIG B”
and not a single loss for the Group! That is great.

7 March 1944

The mission for today has been scrubbed.
Yesterday was a great day for the 8th AF over Berlin.
We lost 78 bombers and 11 fighters, while we shot
down 176 German planes. It was a terrific struggle.
Most of our planes made two runs over the target.
Sgt. James T. Garvey was flying with a new crew and
he tells me his ship went out of formation due to
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Douglas Ratledge - Radic Operator A/C 4240370 HEAVEN CAN WAIT
Completed his tour April 1, 1944

Shaflhausen, Switzerland still burning after error in bombing. April 1, 1944
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engine problems. For some time they were wide open
for attack by a group of EAC. He responded by radio
for our fighters, and 11 Mustangs suddenly appeared
and escorted them to the English Channel. At this
point their fuel - was low and they jettisoned every-
thing possible to lighten the load. That proved to be
the right decision, as they landed at Horsham with
less than forty gallons of fuel remaining. This after-
noon we could see a plane go down near the field. Im-
mediately we could see the black smoke, and then the
flame, followed by the explosion. The accident was
caused by a P-47, which crashed into a B-24 from the
66th squadron, There were no survivors.

8 March 1944
BERLIN, Germany

For the second time in three days BIG B was
our target. The Group, along with five A/C from the
68th, winged its way to the center of Hitler’'s domain,
to hit the ball bearing factory located on the outskirts
of Berlin at Erkner. The target was visually hit with
excellent results being scored. Colonel F.R. Dent,
Commanding Officer of the Group, led this mission.
Moderate to intense flak was encountered over the
target, but there was little damage done to the 44th
A/C.EAC were seen, but few attacke were made, due

Charles Blatchley - Bombardier on firewood duty.

largely to the excellent fighter support. One EAC was
shot down by a gunner from the 506th squadron.
Besides being a misgion to Berlin, this mission was a
milestone in the annals of the history of the 44th
Group. This was mission number one hundred (100)!
That ig, it is the hundredth accredited mission that
the 44th Group has flown—a long way from the first
that was flown on the 7th of November, 1942, Qur
daysofpioneeringin B-24 flyingare nearly over—our
experience hasbeen of vast importance and help toall
the new Groups that have since come to this theater
of operations.

Qur Group was a part of the 850-900 heavies
that hit Berlin today, dropping 350,000 incendiaries
and 10,000 high explosive bombs. Smoke could be
seen from a hundred miles away! A hundred and
twenty four German fighters were shot down with a
loss to us of thirty eight bombers and sixteen fighters.

8 March 1944
BRANDENBURG, Germany

This was a PFF mission with unobserved re-
sultg. Only three EAC were seen but no attacks were
made; the flak was meager and inaccurate, All seven
A/C sent up by the 68th returned without incident.
Lt. Raymond H. Townsend aborted due to super-
charger problems. Lt. Jules of the 66th squadron was
hit over the target and the co-pilot brought the A/C
back to home base with no further problems.

Lt. James R. McDonald went on DS today to
Station 101.

11 March 1844

Last week we read in one of the English papers
about a Cpl. Kania who is alleged to have punched
JohnL. Lewis in the nose-—inbehalf of theboysin the
service. When it was firet mentioned in the papers, it
gave his name as John Kania. Because of this we tried
not to confuse him with our own Henry Kaniz who
was sent home some time ago via Section 8. Today we
saw aclipping from the States which clearly identifies
the Kania involved as the one who used to be with us
in the 68th.

12 March 1944
SIRACOURT, France

These military installations were bomhbed with
unobeerved results. Due to the closing in of the
“unusual weather here at Shipdham” our A/Chad to
land in Southern England. One of our A/C, HEAVEN
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CAN WAIT, piloted by Lt. Sam Bowman, crash-
landed with no casualties. However the A/C was
completely burned, This is the second time Lt. Bow-
man has crash-landed his plane in the last few weeks,

15 March 1944
BRUNSWICK, Germany

The Group attacked Brunswick with heavy
undercast—9/10 to 10/10ths clouds—in the face of
strong but ineffective attacks by EAC, Our fighter
support was excellent, which perhaps accounts for no
losses to these EAC, There was plenty of flak but it
was largely inaccurate, though some A/C received
hits. No casualties occurred.

16 March 1844

Today Lt. Krebs and crew joined the squadron,
Lt. John R. Walsh was transferred to the 453rd Bomb
Group today, and Lt. Robert Rose and Lt. Alfred R,
Shella were promoted to 1st Lts.

17 March 1944
FRIEDRICHSHAFEN, Germany

Captain Lehnhausen, from the 68th squadron,
was the Command Pilot for this mission to Fried-
richshafen today. The 68th put up seven A/C, of
which A/C 858, piloted by Captain Ben Gildart, was
honored by leading the entire Division. The bombs
were dropped by the “through the clouds” technigue
with unobserved results. The flak was almost nil
against the 44th Group but it varied against other
Groups. There were very few EAC seen by our Group.
1t had been said that one reason so little flak damage
resulted was that the chaff was dropped at the LP.,
thereby disrupting the enemy’s controlled fire tech-
nique.

Lts. Homer S. Gentry, William Barker, and
Charles O’Malley have all completed their tours.
They are awaiting orders, transfering them out to do
their time as Instructors, before returning to the
Zone of the Interior for reassignment.

18 March 1944
FRIEDRICHSHAFEN, Germany

Back o Friedrichshafen again today, with the
airplane component and assembly parts factory re-
ceiving the emphasis of our bombs, which formed an
excellent pattern on the assigned target. Both flak
and EAC were much stiffer than encountered on the
previous mission. The EAC centered their attacks in

the target area, with one of the 68th gunners shoot-
ing down an ME 109. The flak over the target was
moderate to intense and accurate. The 68th lost two
AJC and crews, both of which were believed to have
headed to nearbhy Switzerland. Our two crews were
Lt. Nichols’ and Lt. Dyer’s. Both of these crews were
very new in the squadron. Scott and Milojevich, each
on geparate ships, were the only veterans of the en-
listed men.

A/C 42-100112 Q, MACR 3408,

had the following men on board:

P 1st Lt. Hollie R. Nichols 0-738223
Seattle, WA

CP 2nd Lt. Sidney R. Bolick  0-2045052
Toronto, CA

N  2nd Lt. John S, McNamara 0-694686
Albany, NY
2nd ILt, Adolph Slovacek  0-685093
Caldwell, TX

E  §/Sgt. William McGoldrick 32381135
Silver Creek NY

RO 5/8gt. Earle P, Wikle 35508635
Eaton, OH

WG Sgi. Carroll Waddell 18169374
Manila, AR

WG S/Sgt. John P. Scott 14139690
Rome, GA

BG  Sgt. George E, Counts,Jr. 34645869
Prosperity, SC

TG S/Sgt. Joseph L. Cumbia 13118162

Brodnax, VA

Sgt. Scott was on his 25th mission, Lt. Nichols
on his 13th, Lt. Bolick had previous missions, and the
balance of the crew were on their third mission.

Lt. Nichols' widow provided the following
account, prepared by her from Hollig’ records:

Today, 1 started my second mission as first
pilot with practically a new crew. Lt. Bolick and
Sgt. Scott had previous combat experience, but
the balance of the crew was on their third
mission. This was my second trip to Fried-
richshafen, both tripsin 112 Q,PAPER DOLL,
We took-off with very bad visibility, and formed
over our Field. The assembly was normal.
Starting out on course, I had to pull excessive
manifold pressure and RPM to stay with the
formation. Coming up to the south coast of
England, we had a very bad series of light cirrus
clouds and prop wash causing a lot of trouble,
The entire formation made a 360 over the
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Herman Pitchon and Flight Nurse
We acquired two nurses for training prior to the
invasion. Looks like Pitchon is eager for the training to begin.
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Jack Liobrich's Crew - Standing left to right:
Lawrence Sarver - Belly Turret.
Richard Moyla - Gunner.
Jerome Nicholas - Top Turret.
Harry Leigh - Radio Operator.
Loyd Leachman - Engineer,
Kneeling left to right:

Myron Brewster - Bombardier.
Jack Liebrich - Pilot.

Herman Eckstein - Co-Pilot.
Fay Chauvin - Navigator,

Walter Frank's Crew - Standing left to right:
Clarence Glanz - Gunner.
Unknown.

Donald Walker - Radio aperator.
James Potts - Gunner.

William Huey - Engineer.
Robert Stenstrom - Gunner.
Kneeling left to right:

Kenneth DeLong - Navigator.
Richard Halt - Bombardier.
William Burlingame - Co-Pilot
‘Walter Franks - Pilot.
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channel as we were ten minutes early and we
needed another 2000 feet of altitude. This ma-
neuver made us late and last in the Divigion.
We had to draw excessive settings again to stay
with the bomber stream. My element, the high
inthesecond section, wascaused alot of trouble
by the S turns required to stay behind the lead
section. Bad settings and varying speeds made
me sweat fuel all the way to the target. We
approached the target the first time in pretty
good shape and not bothered with enemy fight-
ers, although the flak was pretty accurate and
intense. We did not drop the first time, al-
though the formation went directly over the
target. (A Group of B-17sslid under us.) We did
a 180 degree turn to the right to go back to the
1P. and make another run. We (the 44th)
proceeded into the second run at the same
altitude, speed, and heading, but all alone at
the end of the bomber stream. Just as we ap-
proached the city, my no. 3 engine ran wild, I
had been sweating no. 1 supercharger, and no.
3 came to me as quite a surprise. The prop gov-
ernor had gone had and we couldn’t feather it.
I tried everything, including circuit breaker,
and shutting off fuel and ignition, but with no
results. We still maintained 60 inches of mani-
fold pressure and 3700 RPM. The prop was
coming loose and causing excessive vibration
throughout the ship. Sparkes, oil and flame
were coming out from all around the engine. In
the meantime, I ordered the bombs salvoed on
thecity and dropped out of formation, swinging
towards Switzerland in hopes that if I were
terribly lucky, I could get it shut down, hit the
deck and head back. But my fuel was so low, 1
probably would havebeen damned lucky if I got
to the French coast. When I saw I couldn’t do
anything about it, I made sure ] was far enough
incide Switzerland before I gave the order to
bail out so my men wouldn't drift back into
Germany.

I stayed with the ship as long as I dared, to
make sure the crew was all out. I had it on
AFCE and in 140 MPH glide to insure I could
get out. The ship was beginning to fall apart
now. I had fastened my G.1. shoes to my para-
chute to be sure I had shoes when I got down.
1 then went to the catwalk and paused. As I did
s0, the engine blew up and the prop went
through the ship—too damned close to where I
would have been sitting. Flame and debris
sprayed back on me and I decided then to jump.
The tail gunner came out at the same time as I
did. He saw all the control cables go in back as

they were severed by the prop.

We all landed safely and were taken into
custody by the Home Guard in a little town of
Wil, 28 miles inside the Swiss border.

L. Nichols and his entire crew were interned
at a golf club facility above Neuchatel, Switzerland
until early summer, when, due to over crowding, he
was separated from the enlisted men and was trans-
ferred to Davos. Later, Lt. Nichols managed a suc-
cegsful escape, aided by the Free French, and re-
turned to duty.

A/C 42-109800 T, MACR 3410,

had the following men on hoard:

P  2ndLi. EugeneN.Dyer  0-680192
New York City, NY

CP 1stLt. Earl W. Culbertson 0-747756

Corvallis, OR

N 2ndLt. Walter A. Walser 0-808192
El Pago, TX
2nd Lt, John W. McFarland 0-682557
Bronx, NY

E T/8gt. GeorgeV.Williams 13018547
Hepners, VA

RO T/Sgt. Salvatore J. DeLuca 32535381
M¢. Vernon, NY

WG S/Sgt. Homer W. Williams 33211862
Norfolk, VA

WG S/5gt. John S. Seaman 11101134
Bridgeport, CT

BG Sgt. John H. Milojevich 37457663
Bucksprings, WY

TG S/Sgt. Alfred V. Fairall 13104569

Cumberland, MD

They were interned in Switzerland, They landed
at Dubendorf at 1520 hours.

Sgt. Scott, who wae on his 25th mission, was
flying as a fill-in for Banning, who went to the
hospital the previous day. Churchill had been asked
prior, but he refused, due to the amount of missions
he hadin and the fact that he was not scheduled to fly
this day anyway. Then came Sgt. Dick, but he was not
familiar with the Ball Turret. Then Sgt. Whittington
passed it up and Sgt. Scott readily accepted. By
contrast, Sgt. Milojevich very often refused to fly with
a new crew. Why this one?

Sgt. Frank B. Shepard went on DS to Great
Sanky. Sgt. Hammon transferred to the 93rd Bomb
Group. The following men were transferred from the
491st Bomb Group: Cpls. Dewey H. Snyder, Jr.,
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Harry J. Masters, Walter E. Means, Jr., Gus Lamar,
Harry J. Gilson; Pvts. Paul S. Reidmiller, Albert C.
Marcinkevious, Patrick A. Manning, BrunoW. Loren-
zetti, William L. Gileock, Jr.; PFC. Charles H. Finne;
and Sgis. Ted L. Callier and George J. Jansen.

20 March 1944

Sgt. Arthur B. Williame returned to base from
DS. Sgt. Michael Elias transferred to the 12th RCD
on his way home.

21 March 1944
WATTEN, France

The 44th Group went alone to the Pas De
Calais area and bombed by PFF; as usual the results
were unobserved, QOnly meager to modern flak was
met, with one A/C sustaining minor flak damage. The
68th put up eight A/C on this mission,

Lt. John F. King transferred to Group Headquarters.

22 March 1944
BASDORF, Germany

Basdorf, near Berlin, was the slated target for
this mission. But visual conditione forced the PFF
gystem to be used, so Berlin was hit instead with
unobserved results. The flak over the city was the
predictor control fire and barrage fire type—intense
and accurate.

23 March 1844
OSNABRUCK, Germany

Another PFF mission was flown today and the
68th put up five A/C that bombed with unobserved re-
sults, There was very little flak encountered and no
EAC were seen by the Group. The German fighters,
luckily, were almost completely lacking, probably
due fo the very adverse weather conditions that pre-
vailed. The railway center of this town, strategically
located, was the intended target.

Lt. Fedonchuck completed his tour of operations.

24 March 1944
ST DIZIER, France

With six A/C from the 68th, the Group bombed
this target visually with good results, hitting the
railway yards and adjacent buildings and some por-
tions of the town, There was some inaccurate flak
encountered. The fighter support was good.

L.C.BAKER on his firat day in a German POW camp after
being shot down on April 8, 1944,

Lt. Andrew 5. Champion transferred to the
392nd Bomb Group. Sgt. Richard F. Coward com-
pleted his tour and Cpl. Ogle went DS to Station 102.

25 March 1944

We just heard that Lt. Milton Rosenblatt has
made hig way to London. He went down on January
21st when we lost four crews. As far as we know, he
must have bailed out over France and then was
assisted by the French Underground to come out
through Spain. We have to send an officer to London
toidentify him. We couldn’t contact Lt, Warren Clark
who is now in London on pass. It was decided to send
Lt. Max Zuckerman, but Operations would not clear
him, saying they needed every available man for
tomorrow’s mission. Lt. Clark and Sgt. James A. Dick
both finished up their twenty fifth yesterday and are
on pass.

Le 26 March 1944
LEPETIT BOIS TILLENCOURT, France

AMilitaryinstallations located here were hombed
today. The 68th put up seven A/C for this mission.
Accurate but moderate flak was encountered by the
Group; three of the 68th A/C received minor flak
damage, but all A/C returned safely. This was our
first visual run in some time. Ben Gildart's ship was
shot up pretty bad. He had the entire crew move to
the back of the ship to hold the tail down after
landing. Lt. Robert Rose brought his ship all the way
home from the coast of France on two engines.

Sgt. William Jacob transferred to the 231st Hospital,
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Left to right:

Andy Andenberg - Radio Operator.
Chuck Cary - Co-Pilot.

Ben Gildart - Pilot.

Edwin Purcell - Bombardier,
Knesling:

Herman Pitchon - Navigator.

Armament men, Harold Beaver, Wilbur Daley, Murray Yermack,
Buford Reynolds, Unknown, Jack Lloyd.

Shipdham had ita own Dodger Field.
No hotdogs - except thogse whao played.
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27 March 1944
MONT DE MARSAN, France

This wasoneofthelongest missionsever flown
by the 44th, The target was located almost on the
Spanish border. At this target are stationed long
range reconnaissance aircraft. The 68th, putting up
eight A/C with the Group, hit the target on a visual
run, with good results. The fighter support was
excellent and no EAC were seen. There was, however,
moderate and accurate flak at the target. Most ships
stopped at other fields to fuel up before coming on in
to Shipdham.

A combat man from the 506th squadron was
court-marghaled today for refusing to fly with a
certain crew. He was found guilty and sentenced tobe
shot.

29-30 March 1944

Lt. James R. Mackey and Cpl. Roy N. Potter
transferred from the 50th Station Compliment. Pvt.
Albertd, Lee transferred from the 4915t Bomb Group.
PFC Paul H, Ennis transferred to the 485th Bomb
Group,

Alexander Brnilovich - Bombardier
Completed his tour November 13, 1944

31 March 1944

Mission was scrubbed after half of the ships
were airborne. Those near 20-25 missions were really
mad. Today is payday and we will have the usual
amount of ¢crap games and card games until all of the
money is controlled by a few of the men, Payroll for
the squadron is up to about 6500 pounds per month
now.

March was the most active month the 68th has
experienced thus far. One hundred and two accred-
ited sorties were flown by the A/C of the squadron,
with forty one sustaining minor battle damage from
encounters with the enemy fighters and flak. For the
type of missions that were flown during this month,
the entire Group was most fortunate in the aircraft
losses, and personnel losses were comparatively light.
The 68th lost two A/C and crews, which probably
landed in Switzerland. EAC claims for the month
were very light—only one claim was made for a
destroyed EAC by the gunners of the 68th.

It is evident that the Nazi air power is now
being carefully hoarded, or that air power is being
conserved for the bigger days that the Nazis know are
in store for them. Of the sixteen missions for the
month, seven targets were hit with unobserved re-
sults, while two accredited missions were made with-
out any bombs having been dropped. The balance of
the targets attacked were hit with the following
results; two were hit with excellent results, three
with good results, and two with fair results.

The following men joined the squadron during
the month of March: Howard L. Abehouse, Charles
N. Allen, Jr., William R. Austin, Irving A. Barber,
Warren H, Barry, Reno E. Baxter, Edward Q. Blair,
Ted L. Cailler, Elijah S. Celia, Henry T. Chiba, Joseph
Choma, Jessie B, Cogdill, Harry Cowells, Joseph
Cracolici,Jr., Joseph Cross, Marvin L. Crouse, LeRoy
Day, Russell A, Day, Leon L, Del Grande, Dewitt,
Andrew Dunda, Raymond E, Duro, Roger W. Edmon-
son, Panl H. Ennis, William H. Eure, Denald F.
Fahey, Ross W. Fenner, Charles H. Finne, Clyde E.
Fox, William L. Gilloek, Jr., Harry J. Gilson, Joseph
S. Gniadek, Lewis Goodman, James S, Gray, Floyd H.

.| Greene, Jr,, Edmund Griflin, William D. Gwin,
.| Charles H. Harrison, Hartwell J. Higgins, Frank G.

Holman, George B. Houchins, Jr., Forrest C. Hov-
ens, Lester A. Hutchinson, George J. Jansen, Wade
A. Kirkman, Floyd W. Konneka, Andrew J. Krebs,
Gus Lamar (Lagomarsino, Augustin), Leonard P.
Lambert, Jr., John Lastowski, Albert J. Lee, Gerald
L. Leopold, John W. Levake, Bruno W. Lorenzetti,
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James R. Mackley, John A. Majewski, Edwin N.
Manelski, Patrick A. Manning, Martin N, Mannisto,
Albert C. Marcinkeviug, Harry J. Masters, Walter E.
Means, Jr., Kenneth J, Moore, George J. Murphy,
Raymond H. McKenna, Joseph W. McNulty, Lamar,
MeWhorter, Stanley C. Nalipa, Albert A. Nome, James
C. Owens, Memé}};};, John Parlapiano, Carl
B. Parsong, Thomas S. Parsons, Clifford A. Pearce,
Raymond M. Pendrosa, Donald L. Perry, Lawrenced.
Platt, Roy N. Potter, Joseph V. Principe, Robert W.
Radtke, Robert E. Read, Paul 8. Readmiller, Gilman
N. Robert, Lester P. Sanders, Robert L. Schaper,
Walter B. Shambarger, Ray E, Suddreth, George
Sweeney, Jr., Glenn H. Sweigart, Kenneth Tasker,
Russell G. Taylor, William J, Taylor, Lloyd K. Thom-
son, Homer M. Tiller, Quinton L. Torell, Kenneth R.
Trusler, Jchn W, Turocy, Lorin L, Voight, Frank G.
Walker, Ted L. Weaver, Jack Wentworth, John L.
Whitworth, Hal N. Wood, Joseph J. Young, James L.
Zajicek, and John L. Zweijko.

APRIL 1944

The month of April found the Group on an
ever-mounting tempo of air operations against the
enemy. During the month, a total of fifteen accred-
ited operational missions were flown by the Group.
The majority of targets, particularly airfields, werein
Germany.

1 April 1944
GRAFENHAUSEN, Germany

The “Fool's Day” was an unfortunate day for
the Group. A neutral country wasaccidentally bombed
because of the adverse weather conditions and navi-
gational difficulties encountered on this mission,
Grafenhausen, Germany wasthe target for the Group,
with the 68th sending up six A/C. Captain Ben Martin
was the Lead Pilot of the Group, but the second
element was that which bombed Schaffhausen, Swit-
zerland, The bombs of both elements were dropped
with good results, Neither flak nor EAC wereencoun-
tered on this migsion. All ships returned OK without
damage or casualties.

Those who finished up today were: Lt. James
Cary, Sgts. Myron Longan, James Mercer, Chester
Crantz, A.C, Ruhl, and Douglas Ratledge. Longan
may be the shortest man in the AF. He is certainly
the shortest in our squadron. Also finishing up were
Lts. Robert L. Lee and Edwin Purcell.
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Sgt. Harvey Hoffman - Ordnance
GETS MARRIED.

2 April 1944
Lt. Milton Rosenblatt returned to base from France.

The British afternoon papers carried a story
that foreign planes last night dropped bombs on the
Swiss town of Schaffhausen. Thirty persons were
said to have been killed. These reports came out of
Zurich. This town atands in a enclave and is almost
surrounded by German territory.

A few months ago, Ratledge had filed Cadet
papers, and lost out just as he was ready to go to
London to appear before the Cadet Board. Uncle Sam
had decided that he no longer needed more Cadets,

Crantz may get to go home in a hurry. He isa
turret man, and they need instructors with combat
experience back in the States.

It rained almost all day on the 3rd. Lt. Cary
went into the hospital just after returning from the
mission on the first. He had a touch of the flu and he
loat his leave. Miss Hardey, the Areo Club Director,
hasbeen transferred to another field asof today, Mrs.
Moore, who was in charge of the Library, was also
transferred. Late yesterday we received news of a
confidential manner that all furloughs and passes
not already signed are to be canceled. Passes to town
and Liberty runs to Norwich are OK. Sgt. Robert
Gammage’s name has been resubmitted for rotation.
We have had rain every day since the second.
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6 April 1944
WATTEN, France

With but twe A/C from the Group (one GH ship
piloted by Major Jansen as Lead Pilot), Watten was
attacked, with the results being unobserved. This
mission completed George Jansen's tour of opera-
tions.

Our British War Orphan is scheduled to visit
the field on or about the 15th or 16th of this month.
Captain Durham is making arrangements to have
some clothes purchased for her. A box hasbeen set up
at Sqd. Headquarters and already it is almost full of
candy, gum and sweets for her. Her name is “Wendy
W-”

7 April 1944
(Good Friday)

No mission scheduled. We heard Captain
Lehnhausen is to be transferred back into the Squad-
ron.

Sgt. Don Hart, whowas transferred to the 50th
Station Compliment, is now being transferred into
the 67th squadron.

Mathew Bodak and Robert Manter - two mechanics
checking the oil sump on No. 4 engine. Note the ration
box. Lineman valued the box above the contents.

8 April 1944
LAGENHAGEN, Germany

The primary target (Brunswick) as well as the
secondary target were obscured by a successfulsmoke
screen, so a target of opportunity, Lagenhagen Air-
drome, was bombed instead.

This was an ill-fated day for the 44th Group.
The Eightballs lost eleven A/C and crews both fo flak
and EAC, Of these eleven, the 68th lost three. In all,
the 68th sent up eleven A/C, but we had two aborts
due to mechanical failures. The enemy target was hit
with excellent results and they also lost many of their
fighters that were up in an attempt to drive off the
“heavies.” Three EAC were destroyed by the gunners
of the 68th,

At 1700 hours, some of our ships were coming
back in. Red flares were coming {rom two of ourships.
Capt. Gildart’s ship, one shooting red flares, had Sgt.
Ralph Stine and Sgt. John Holenbeck aboard, who
both were wounded. This is the worst day ever for the
Group, with losses by squadron as follows: 66th—
one, 6Tth—two, 68th—three, 506th—five.

Our threelosses were Lts, Altemus, Barry, and
Townsend with their respective crews,

]
AJC 42-110020 Z:-MACR 3854,

had the following men on béard:

P 2nd Lt. William B. Altemus 0-2045026
Hollywood, CA

CP 1stLt. Eugene A. Phelan 0-748234
Chinook, MT

N 1st Lt. Harcld W. Bellard 0-675984
Woodlawn, MD
1st Lt. Royd. Steadham 0-668816
Jacksonville, IN

E T/Sgt. Lanning C. Baker 35350340
LaGrange, IN

RO T/Spgt. Victor A. Lopez 18135755
Claremore, OK

WG T/Sgt. dJohnE. Feeney 33155399
Washingtonr, DC

WG S/Sgt. Robert N. Gilbert 15102189

. Conneaut, OH

BG S/Sgt. James D, Mickey 35305177
Cleveland, OH

TG S/3gt. Frank Hock 33186384
Bethlehem, PA .

NG 8/Sgt. William J. Gaffney 12143699
Brooklyn, NY
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1.C. Baker, the engineer. states:

We were flying a new plane so it had no

name. It was a beautiful sunny day, not a cloud
in the sky. I remember feeling quite secure
becausethere were 5o many bombersin thezir,
well-escorted by P-51s.
We were hit by fighters which came out of the
sun from above and in front. Qur plane was hit
50 hard it seemed to momentarily stop in the
air. Fire immediately erupted from the bomb
bay and flashed on to the flight deck. I got out
of the top turret, losing my oxygen mask in the
process, and opened the top hatch door. This
allowed the fire to go over us and out the hatch
between the pilots. Ithen passed out from lack
of oxygen.

When I came to, I was lying on the flight
deck floor right next to my parachute pack. I

42-10905 GIPSY QUEEN with Ruasell Hryvniak - Crew Chief

noticed that the right front bomb-bay door was CP 2ndLt. Andrewd. Krebs 0-669738
open or had been blown off, The other three Memphis, TN
doors were still closed. So I snapped on my N 2ndLi. Georged. Murphy 0-688456
chute and got out as quickly as I could. The Baltimore, MD
bombs were still in place. By this time, the B  2ndLt. Joseph Choma 0-752317
plane could not have been too high because I hit Cleveland, OH
the ground in no more than three or four E  8/Sgt. RaymondH McKenna 31155162
minutes. I remember looking up after my chute Readshoro, VT
opened—the plane was still flying, but there RO S/Sgt. Joseph Cracolici, Jr. 12190881
was a lot of {ire. Brooklyn, NY

What happened to the others on board? WG Sgt. William H., Eure 13119398
Hock and Feeney were in prison camp with me. Wakefield, VA
I saw Li. Phelan at Camp Lucky Strike in WG Sgt. John L. Whitworth 34448789
France after the war was over, He said Lit. Martin, GA ,
Altemus told him to jump and he would follow. BG Sgt. Donald L. Perry 13042032
He also said he saw me lying on the flight deck West View, PA
and thought I was dead. But when I got out of TG Sgt. Russell A Day 16008549
the plane, I saw no one! Altemus could still Tomah, WI

have been in his seat as the smoke and fire
made poor visibility. As hard as we were hit in
the front, I'm sure all in that ares were killed
or badly wounded.

The big question of the day was, howdid the
single bomb bay door get open? I discussed it
with Lt. Phelan when we met in France. He
thought I had openedit and I, in turn, thought
that he did it. I have now concluded that for
some reason the Almighty decided to keep a
couple of us guys around a little longer,

This erew fared better than many on this day, as nine
survived to become P.O.W.

Sgt. John L, Whitworth provided this informa-
tion,

I have no idea what the name or number of
this ship was. Nor can I remember just what
our location was when the fighters hit us. We
should have been pretty close to the target by
the time they say the attack came. I was left
waigt gunner and on about the firat pass, they

AJC 49-99987 §, PIZZ AND MOAN, MACR 3853, got us. Number two engine was knocked out
had the following men on board: and started wind milling. So I told our pilot, Lt.
Barry, that he would need to feather it if he

P 2nd Lt, Warren H. Barry 0-678992 could.
New Albany, MS Someone else reported that #3 was on fire
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. A/C 42-109822 O, MACR 3857, had the following

too. We were then told to get out. Sgt. Raymond
McKenna was our top turret gunmer, and I
never did know if he got cut or not.
Incidentally, I was shot down on my first
missgion, 80 I did not get a chance to know many
of the fellows. But one thing that impreassed me
was the concern shown when it was about time
for the Group to return from a mission, All the
boys who didn’t go would go to the flight line to
watch to see if all their friends made it back.

men on board:

P 1st Lt. Raymond H. Townsend 0-670670
Idaho Falls, ID

CP 2ndLt. Edwin M. Ward, Jr. 0-2045032
Clifton, VA

N 1st Lt. Paul A. Jones 0-676068
Nashville, TN

B T/Sgt. Walter K. Nealon 11032596
Malden, MA

E T/Sgt. Archie D. Clemons 15015217
Bradonton, FL,

RO T/Sgt. John M. Lyman 11066620
Meshoppen, PA

WG 5/8gt. John A, Nosal 17029388
Omaha, NE

WG S/Sgt. Robert S. Bray 39011105
Pacific Grove,CA

BG S/Sgt. Douglas E. Churchill 16108271
Detroit, Ml

TG 5/Sgt. Raymond G. Wenke 6150461

Kalamazoo, MI

Ship blew up. One chute was observed.

The navigator, Paul A. Jones, provided this ac-
count,

We werehit by fightersthree different times.
The first time, we lost one engine, which caused
us to drop out of formation, One shell came
through thelittle window in the nose compart-
ment and went into the electrical box, which
knocked out power to the nose turret.

I called Lt. Townsend and asked him if he
was going to jettison the bombs, and he said
“no.” He thought that he could get us back into
formation with them and continue on to the
target. I checked with Sgt. Neslon who was in
the nose turret and he told me that his power
was out, but he was going to stay in the turret
and use his guns manually. We were almost
back into formation when we were again hit by
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the fighters, losing two more engines. Now that
wecould nolonger remain airborne, Townsend
gave the orders to abandoned the ship. I re-
layed this to Nealon, and crawled back to open
the nose wheel doors—and that is when we
were hit the third time. I guess I stuck my head
right in the middle of those exploding shells as
my steel helmet was blown off and my eyes
were immediately sealed with blood; my head
and face were bleeding, riddled by shrapnel
from the cannon fire.

I sat down and decided I would not jump if
I was poing to be blind—I would just ride her
into the ground. But when I explored my head
with my hands, pulled at one eyelid, and it
opened andI could see! Ftried the other eyeand
found it to be all right too.

Iturned to see where Nealon was, and found
him sitting on the shell compartment, trying to
get his parachute on. He was unsuccessful
because hishands were nearly frozen. I went to
him, and helped him get the chute attached to
the harness. He followed me to the nose door
opening and I jumped, But just before I went
out, I looked up towards the cockpit to see that
both Townsend’s and Ward’s legs were hang-
ing down off the controls—both unconscious—
or dead?

I made a delayed jump for a considerable
distance, until I started spinning like a leaf,
then pulled the cord and said to myself,”well
what do you know, it opened!”

About this time, one of the big wheels from
the plane came by me, 50 I assumed the plane
had blown up. Ilooked up to see one other para-
chute way above me and somedistance away. It
was Nealon’s chute. I checked my watch and
remember it to be 2:15 pm.

I was captured in & small village that I
thought was Weinhausen, but I can’t find it on
the map. I have been told that Weinhausen
means ‘wine house’ 8o I might have only seen
the sign on a building. I spent 401 days in a
German prison camp.

At Camp Lucky Strike, France, after being
hiberated, Nealon and 1 located each other, and
there were also our two waist gunners, Sgta.
Lyman and Nosal. They told me that before
they jumped, the ball turret gunner, Churchill,
was killed while out of his turret. They saw
Wenke get out of hig tail turret to put on his
chute, but he did not survive. I understand he
is still buried in Germany. I know nothing
about the engineer or radio operator.
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41-23813 VICTORY SHIP
Loat at Escallea Sur Buchy, Francs on January 21,1944

4253971 HELEN IIYWATER
Lost at Oslo-Kjeller, Norway on November 18, 1943

42-72858 PISTOL PACKIN MAMA
Lost at Tutow, Germany on April 9,1944

41-23776 SPIRIT OF '76°
Loat at Wilhelmshaven, Germany on January 27, 1943

42.50596 FLAK MAGNET
Loat at Leverkusen, Germany on October 18, 1944

41-23699 LEMON DROP with-Chasbzr Wolfe survived the war
K/
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Sgt. Walter K. Nealon was an enlisted bombar-
dier, one of the five original ones from Barksdzle
Field. Walter (Wormy) remembered that,

Ifit were not for Paul (Jones), I would not be
here today. I had been shot in the head, and
although sappearing eonscious, I remember
nothing. When Paul saw me fumbling with my
chute, he thought my hands were frozen. I was
simply not thinking at all, but was out on my
feet.

When Paul attached my chute to my har-
ness, he accidentally put it on upside down, and
then bailed out. Until I talked with him re-
cently I had always thought I was still in the
plane when it blew up, and I was blown clear. I
finally came back to coneciousness floating
through the air and remember trying to open
the chute. But the ripcord was on the left side
instead of the right, and still not thinking
clearly, I had to practically tear the chute open
with my fingers,

John Nosal and I were captured in the same
area—and we never saw anyone else from the
crew until Camp Lucky Strike, when the war
was over. .

SRR VY. T Y
Sgt. Jim Hay transferred from the 66th Squad-

’}mCaptain Lehnhausen was transferred from

Headquarters back in to the 68th squadron. Thefirst
batch of our men scheduled for transfer to the 506th
are to be shipped out Monday.

9 April 1844
TUTOW AIRDROME, France

This airdrome was the intended target for this
date. However, very unfavorable weather caused the
Group to be called back, but not before some of the A/
C dropped their bombs. The results were believed to
have been good, but the haphazard weather condi-
tions prevented accurate observations from being
made. Two of the six A/C sent on this mission by the
68th dropped their bombs on Tutow. The 68th suf-
fered the only loss for the Group on this day with one
A/C being listed as M.I.A,, caused by either flak or
enemy fighters, both of which were very fierce and
heavy. At least two EAC were claimed as probably
destroyed by gunners of the 68th.

Somewhere during assembly, two of our ships
formed with another Group. When the recall was
sent out, they decided to stay with the Group they
were in formation with, and went on o bomb the
target. Lt. Palmer's ship had a large hole in the left

wing, along with other damage, so they headed for
Sweden.

Sgt. Donald C, Duncan completed his tour of
operations,

AJC 42-72858 U, PISTOL PACKIN MAMA, MACR
3851, had the following men on board;

P 1st Lt. Hiram C. Palmer 0-729892
Novelty, MO

CP 1stLt. Lawton L, Sternbeck  (-693572
New Holstein, WI

N  1atLt. James Gillespie 0-755150
Camden, NJ

NG §S/Sgt. Andrew F. Babich 36225989
Ironwood, MI

E  T/Sgt. PaulJ. Kruse 35467328
Covington, KY

RO T/Sgt. David C. Putman 15338965
Detroit, MI

WG S/Sgt. Raymond J. Long 35678775
Cheviot, OH

WG S/Sgt. Raymondd. D’Amico 33588383
Philadelphia, PA

BG S/Sgt. Jack H. Feinstein 12062017
Brooklyn, NY

TG 8/Sgt. Norman B. Johnson 39454377
Susanville, OR

Thie entire crew was interned in Sweden, Later, all
returned to duty except Kruse and Long.

Sgt. Paul J. Kruse stated that,

PISTOL PACKIN MAMA was not our plane.
Oh, we flew her that day, but it was on loan
because our aireraft, SHOO SHOQO BABY had
been shot up on our previous mission. We had
returned to base with over a 130 flak holes, and
it was out of service for repairs.

April 9th was Easter Sunday, and our crew
was assigned to PISTOL PACKIN MAMA for
this raid over Berlin. Qur regular Radio Opera-
tor, Paul Brown, and our bombardier, Lt. Hyb-
arger, were replaced by Sgt. David Putman and
Andrew Babich. Later, I learned that Lt. Hyb-
arger wasg killed on another mission.

We were attacked on our way to the target
by the yellow-nosed ME 1098 and FW 190s.
About the third or fourth pass, we got hit onour
right wing. It missed the No. 4 engine, but that
big hole in the wing, compounded by the large
gection of the skin peeled back, caused us to
pull 60 inches of mercury on all four engines.
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We also took a hit in the nose area which
disabled our nose wheel landing gear,

We couldr’t keep up with the formation,
even with absolute maximum power, s0 we
slowly started dropping back. At the timeofthe
hit, we were near Hamburg, Germany so we
headed for Sweden, Several German fighters
started chasing us, but they didn’t shoot at us!
They could see we were in trouble and headed
for Sweden and out of the war,

We were over Denmark by thistime, close to
Malmo, Sweden. Before any further German
fighter attacks could be made, a group of Swed-
ish fighters, Regiani 20008, came up to protect
us by chasing off those German planes. Then
they led us to an airfield in Malmo, Sweden.

We couldn’t get our nose gear down, even
though we tried to lower it manually. It was
shot up pretty badly. The crew was throwing
every thing overboard to make it less of a drag
on those engines. We couldn't hold out any
longer, 8o we followed the Swedes to Bulltofta,
the no-runway airfield, in Malmo. With our
main gear down, and nose wheel up, we went
in for a crash-landing on that grass field. I was
stationed in the homb bay whereIcould see our
pilot, Lt. Palmer, and the crew was back in the
tail section where we could see each other.
After the pilots had landed on the main gears
and we were slowing down, the four in the tail
started moving slowly forward following my
hand signals, in order to allow the nose to lower
slowly,

The nose settled down slowly until it started
skimmingup the grass and dirt. Then it started
digging in. Since I was standing in the bomb
bay at the edge of the flight deck, I'had to lift my
feet up to keep the dirt from burying them.
That was the most beautiful crash-landing I've
ever seen or heard about, any time, any place.
We were ghaken up and very scared, hut none
of us were injured.

The Swedes treated us excellently. They ex-
plained that since our bomber was in trouble,
they tock our side in chasing off the German
fighters. Nine other U.5. planes landed in
Sweden that Easter Sunday.

10 April 1944
No mission was scheduled for today.
On Saturday, Putman said this mission was as

rough as he ever cared to fly. He was trying to decide
if he wanted to quit flying. Apparently he had not

41-242925 FLAK ALLEY with Dutch Kopko
Loat at Gotha, Germany on February 24, 1844

decided, as he went with Lt. Palmer on Sunday, and
is now interned in Sweden for the duration. We gota
new crew in yesterday—Lt. Foy and crew.

11 April 1944
BERNBURG, Germany

For the third time straight, fierce enemy oppo-
gition from the air and from the ground was experi-
enced by the 44th Group. The target was hit with
good results. Although there were no losses suffered
by the 44th on this mission. The 68th claimed one
enemy aireraft as destroyed and the Group claimed
an additional three others.

Major Jansen, the Squadron Commanding
Officer, left the squadron for his return to the Zone of
the Interior. Captain Robert Lehnhausen became
our new C.0.

Sgt. George McAlister claimed an FW 180 as
destroyed today.
Lered M

S%M%ﬁm\’%!};{alked in today and
surpriséd everyone. He went down with Howington's
crew on January 21st. Said the ship was a flaming
infernc and it was either jump or be burned to death.

He made his way through France with the helpopthe
Underground and eventually back to London. “{f)d“

Spt. Tke Flesher refurned to camp today. He
missed the last boat to the States by a day. This
means he has probably missed his last chance of
getting home to become a cadet, although he has
passed and been accepted. Recent Orders prohibit
any further movement to the States of this type of
personnel.
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Two new crews came in today. The Combat
Barracks have been comparatively empty lately due
to our heavy losses, but they will be filled again scon.

Sgt. Ted R, Fernbach transferred to the 481st
Bowmb Group,
12 April 1944
ZWICEAU, Germany

Zwickau was ourintended target for today, but
very bad weather forced a recall. The 68th was repre-
sented by five A/C, none of which sustained other
than relatively minor damage from the five EAC that
were engaged and the moderately inaccurate flak
that was met. Each man received credit for a mission
today. That makes a total of twenty eight for Lt,
Raymond Hamlyn,

Lt, Vangelo 8. Safos transferred to the 50th
Station Compliment.

13 April 1944
LECHFELD, Germany

Lechfeld was the location for today’s effort and
the target was hit with good results. Generally weak
fighter oppoeition was met, while moderate and accu-
rate flak was experienced hy the Group and the three
A/C that were sent from the 68th. The 67th lost one
A/Ctoday. This A/C was 42-100330, L Bar, piloted by
Lt. Rockford C. Griflith.

Lt. Hamlyn did not have time to give the site a
buzzjob after his mission yesterday, so today he made
up for it in the Lemon Drop. Even Ordnance, who had
worked all night and had been in bed only for a short
time, got up to see the show.

14-17 April 1944

No missions scheduled for these days. Practice
flights and classes all day on the 14th.

Lt. Fedonchuck transferred to the 12th RCD on
the first leg of his trip to the States. Cpl. Hubert E.
Erikeon transferred to Group Headquarters. Sgt.
Arthur C. Ruhl and James D. Mercer transferred to
the 12th RCD on the 15th.

We have a rumor going the rounds that any crew
with fifteen or more missions can have a thirty day
furlough in the States IF they sign up for an addi-
tional 30 missions after furlough.

On the 15th we had a RED alert followed
immediately by a BLACK alerf, which means enemy
planes are directly overhead. British night fighters
drove them from our area.

On the 16th, Sunday, there was no mission
scheduled, and when this happens on a Sunday we
generally have a pleasant day and everyone can go to
church. At least that makes it resemble a Sunday.

On the 17th, reports are coming out of Germany
via neutral countries to the effect that Germany has
serious shortages of raw materials and even food.
Their news reports now admit serious incidents on
the Eastern Front; this is contrasted to the well-
phrased and evasive language they normally use,
such ag “Elastic Defense” or “Strategic or Planned
Retreat.” Bulgaria and Rumania may be out of the
war in a week or two. This should have a considerable
effect on their allies and some neutrals as well.

18 April 1944
BRANDENBURG AIRDROME, Germany

Brandenburg Airdrome was the intended target
for today, but due to the cloud-covered conditions,
Cuxhaven wag hit instead—visually and with very
poor results. A second target, Rathenow, was also hit
with similar results. Moderate but inaccurate flak
and weak enemy air opposition were encountered.
The single casualty was a gunner who received three
bullet wounds, all of which were limb wounds.

19 April 1944
GUTERSLOH AIRDROME, Germany

This airdrome was located in Western-Central
Germany. It was hit visually and with good results,
The 68th sent up seven A/C for this mission. Again,
weak fighter opposition and moderate inaccurate
flak was encountered. The squadron had only one A/

C with flak damage.,

Sgt. James W. Caskey, Jr. completed his tour of
operations with this mission.

The RAF was out in great strength again last
night and attacked targets in the Paris vicinity with
more than 3000 planes. When they returned, Ger-
man bombers followed them in and attacked London
and North East Anglia. Considerable damage re-
sulted in London, including a large hospital that took
a direct hit.
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We have had two BLACK alerts here in the past
few days, German planes could be heard overhead as
well as British night fighters, but no anti-aircraft fire
was heard. .

20 April 1944
MARQUISE/MIMOYECQUWA, France

This was the intended target for the 44th this
day, but the A/C were recalled before the bombs were
dropped. The 68th sent up nine A/C today, with seven
of them experiencing moderate flak damage.

At Shipdham, this was a beautiful day. The deal
for combat men with fifteen missions or more is: an
immediate 30 day furlough at home if you sign up for
thirty more missions after furlough.

The reason for the recall today was a haze over
this part of France—the target could not be located
precisely. We do not drop our load over France unless
the target is located and can be bombed visually.
Different rules apply over Germany.

Today we received three complete crews and
eight spares from the 66th squadron; they are to
become a Pathfinder Qutfit. The men fransferred
into the Sqd. from the 66th were: Lts. Arnold V.,
Larson, Harold C. Morrison, George B. Moyle, James
D.Moos, Charles B. Murphy, RobertJ. Weber, Francis
G. Wholly; Sgts. Absolam H. Kelly, Gerald K. King,
Frank Manning, Jr., Allen P. Schneider, Chauncy H,
Steele, Jr., Steele, Tyrusd. Shanley, Jim Y. Hom, and
Domonick P. Yocco.

Lt. Pinchon went on DS to Station 104 and Sgt.
Harry J. Moyer went on DS to Station 635.

21 April 1944

We had a few more BLACK alerts during the
night. At 4:30 a.m. we were awakened suddenly by
exploding bombs. Immediately thereafter we could
hear German planes pulling away from the area. In
the a.m. we found that a JU 88 had spotted lights in
the vicinity of the petrol storage tanks; the men were
loading the fuel trucks with petrol. He strafed several
Nissan huts in the vicinity and dropped some bombs.
Luckily, there were no injuries. The barracks that
were strafed housed the men who were loading
petrol, but no one was in them at the time. In another
barracks, a bed was shot up, but the occupant had
vacated it yesterday. One 100 pound bomb failed to
explode and remains where it hit the ground.

42-40731 EAGER
Sammie Fulford and E

wilth J.D Ford,
ie- Schiedegger - Crew Chiel

Cpl. Carl F. Osmond trans(erred from the §06th
Squadron. Sgt. Edward Kmetz transferred to the
506th Squadron. Sgt. Hassett completed his tour of
operations.

22 April 1944
HAMM, Germany

The marshaling yards here were our target for
today. The 68th sent up ten A/C for this mission. All
the bombs were dropped with good results. The
enemy offered weak air opposition—one EAC was
destroyed by a gunner from the 68th. The flak was
moderate but ratherinaccurate, Other Groups making
landfall over England were hindered by German
planes that came in with them, It was difficult to pick
them out in the dusk of the evening. Several hombers
of the 2nd AD were lost due to this tactic. This is the
a situation has occurreds

our planes got out of formation in the
louds and suddenly one exploded in mid-air. There
was another B-24 and a B-17 in the near vicinity, and
it is suspected that there may have been a collision,
but the investigating committee concluded that, due
to severe icing conditions, the plane stalled, spun,
and fell apart,

A/C 41-29418 crashed with the following men on
board:

P 2nd Lt. Forrest C. Hovens 0-687031
Unknown

CP 2nd Lt. Leon L. DelGrande 0-817399
Unknown
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N  2ndLt, James L. Zajicek 0-698812 27 April 1944
Chicago, IL MOYENNEVILLE, France
2nd Lt. Edward A. Cole 0-691634
El Dorado, KS DOUBLE HEADER DAY! This was the first
E  Sgt. Leonard P. Lambert 18202589 double mission, but will not be the last, The first
Breckenridge, TX target, Moyenneville, was hit with twenty planes
RO 5/Sgt. George R. Houchins 15339517 from the 44th (six from the 68th). It was a visual run
Bluefield, WV —_— with good results, It wasnot a “milk run” ag some had
WG 5/8gt. Roger W. Edmonson 18218286 thought. The flak was very intense and accurate with
Avery, TX all six of our A/C sustaining damage. The 67th lost
WG Sgt. Hartwell J, Higgins 14094125 one A/C on this mission, It was A/C 41-29467, piloted
Winder, GA by Lt. Howard A, Clarey.
BG Sgt. Hal N. Wood 18113166
Rogers, AR The second mission for today was Chalons Sur
TG Sgt. Russell C. Taylor 39196030 Marne. The Marshaling Yards were the M.P.1., and
Seattle, WA were hit with good results. The 68th put up eight A/

C for this mission. The flak was moderately accurate
This crew was a recent transfer from the 66th  with many A/C from the Group sustaining flak
squadron. The pilot and co-pilot wereblown clear of  damage. Fighter support was very good. One A/C
the wreckage and survived with injuries only. The  made both missions and it came through without a
bodies of the remaining eight men were pickedupat  “hitch,” testifying to the excellent “crewing up” the
widely scattered points about fifteen or twenty miles  A/C received from the ground crew. Only one man
from the base. After proper identification, the re- 4 wasinjuredby flak, On the whole, the day wasindeed
mains left for Cambridge Cemetery with a Military / a busy one for the entire Group—especially for the
Escort. goﬁ /% line boys and the bomb loading crews.

Sgt. Ike Flesher was transferred to Ireland on Sgt. Joseph J. Young transferred to the 66th
hisway tothe States. He refused a direct commission,  Squadron.
as he wants to go home.

29 April 1944
24 April 1844 ) BERLIN, Germany
During the night more than a hundred combat Berlin was the target again for today, and was

officers checked-into the hospital with ptomainepoi-  bombed with unobserved results. The 68th sent up
soning. Thereason: cakein theofficer’'scombat mess.  seven A/C, of which six returned. Enemy fighter
For obvious reasons, there was no mission scheduled  opposition was slight but determined and the flak
for today. was accurate and moderate in intensity. One EAC
. was shot down by a gunner from the Squadron, while

Sgt. William G. Morton went on DS to Instrue-  the Group claimed four other EAC. The month of

tor's school yesterday. April was completed with this mission and it was a
sad month, with the losses that the Squadron sus-
26 April 1944 tained during the past thirty days.
GUTERSLOH, Germany

Sgt. Percy Hilty was credited with 1 FW 190 de-
Gutersloh was the intended target for today butold  stroyed.

man weather intervened and forced the mission to he
abandoned. EAC wereseen and flak was very inaccu-  A/C 41-29471 X, MACR 4472, had the following men

rate, on board:

We are hoping to move the Orderly Roomtoa P 2nd Lt. Glen H. Sweigart 0-747360
larger Nissan hut tonight. M/Sgt. Robert L. Gamage Fort Thomas, KY
is leaving today for his rotation to the States. Hewill CP 2nd Li. Floyd H. Greene, Jr. 0-812577
report to Lincoln, Nebraska, He forgot his wallet and Salt Lake City, UT
it was immediately mailed to him, Lt. Raymond N  2nd Lt. John W. Turocy 0-695952
Hamlyn, having completed his missions, was trans- Cleveland, OH

ferred to the 93rd Combat Wing today.
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B 2nd It. Gilman N. Roberts 0-686402

Brooklyn, NY

E  8/Sgt. Lamer McWhorter 34442753
LaGrange, GA

RO 8/Sgt. John W. Levake 19186283
Walnut Creek,CA

WG Sgt. Homer M, Tiller 38101171
Colo. City, TX

WG S/Sgt. Harold F. Koehler 15019186
Canton, OH

BG S/Sgt. Julius V. Naber/ 37263649
Marshall, MN @7

TG Sgt. Albert A. Nome 35544549
Mishawaka, IN

Two chutes were observed hefore the ship exploded.

Mrs, Mary E. Turocy, widow of Lt. John W, Turocy,
navigator on this ship, sent this information:

It was their eighth mission when their B-24
was hit by the German fighters and exploded.
Two crew members were blown out with the
debris and when John regained consciousness,
he was falling through space. He jerked hisrip
cord and the shock pulled his shoes off. He
threw his gun away, and tore up what papershe
was carrying as he was descending. When he
landed bare-footed in a little German town, the
villagers surrounded him with pitchforks until
German soldiers came and dragged him off to
jail, bleeding feet and all. He was in several
POW camps, one of which was Stalag 13. Being
an officer, he was given the privilege of using
their library and John took this opportunity to
study theory—he played classical violin—and,
to occupy his mind, he translated from German
to English copious notes. When John was liber-
ated, he weighed just 110 pounds!

The pilot, Lt. Sweigart, added,

Our call was Smokey Blu Joe, X for X-ray.
Somewhere over Germany we lost all the oil
pressure on #3 engine and had to drop out of
formation because the prop flattened out on us.
I couldn’t hold altitude or air speed. We finally
maintained altitude at 9500 feet and 105 m.p.h.,
skidding sideways against the prop with near
full rudder and still making a full arc, which
was corrected occasionally by a circle. We had
good cloud cover and I limped along until, I
think, it was Nuremberg where the clouds gave
away. Then all hell broke loose! I had told the
crew that if anyone wanted to leave, they could

s .
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41-23800 Caplain and His Kids Rides Again
with Barton Cramer and Robert Krueger.

jump at any time. I had two men I didn’t know,
replacing Gwin and Tony (Goodman). I told
them if we got hit and lost intercom to go,‘cause,
I'd go if we got hit or went bhelow 7500 feet. I
believe that our radio man, Sgt. Levake, took
off. When we got hit, it took the putt-putt right”
out of the side of the aircraft, and split the
control pedestal wide open, knocking out all
controls as well as the intercom. Qur bombar-
dier, Gil Roberts, was begging for usto all goas
he would not go alone. Turocy showed me black
and blue finger-prints on his shoulders, where
Gil was hanging onto him when we were hit.
The explosion blew Turocy out of the nose
wheel and Gil into the front of the airplane and
killed him. I was told about Gil’s position at
prisoner interrogation, Mc¢Whorter, my engi-
neer, tried to get to the back of the plane to help
the fellows in the back. He was blown off the
catwalk by another hit, I think. Greene (co-
pilot) then left, and I hung up my mike and
earphones, looked at Greene's cigarettes and
lighter; for some reason I left them, thinking
he'd be back for them. -

. The aircraft crashed and burned after a
long, slow, even half-circle when anyone in it
could have and should havebailed out, At inter-
rogation, they kept asking me why I had only a
six man crew, so I know that some of my men
got out—Dbut they didn’t live. Turocy, Greene,
and I were together. I saw who I thought was
McWhorter lying in a field as I came down, and
Gil Roberts was still in the plane, That makes
five that I can account for. And they had pic-
tures of Sgts. Nome and Tiller—that's seven.

I do not know why I bailed out without my
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leg strape buckled and hung myself by the
neck, When I tried to take the pressure off by
swinging my feet into the shrouds, I skidded
back and forth across the sky. I think that’s
why I survived, because I could hear those 88
mms, going off nearby all the way to the ground,
and couldn’t see anything else in the sky but
me for a target!

I came down in the middle of a plowed field
and about 3,000 people. I spoke enough Ger-
man to get a little infantry corporal, who took
me to his captain and eventually to the air-
drome. Turocy, Greene, and I were together in
POW camps at Sagan, Nuremberg and
Moosburg, until liberated.

This was our biggest raid on Berlin; 2,000 planes
dropped 20,000 tons. Eighty eight Nazi planes were
shot down, while we lost sixty three hombers and
fourteen fighters.

Captain David W. Alexander transferred to the
93rd Combat Bomb Wing yesterday.

The following men completed their tour of op-
erations today: Captaing George P, Martin, and Robert
C. Peterson; Lits. Earle V. Hawkine, Edwin H. Heyer,
John F. King; Sgts. Don L. Hart, John F. Johnson,
and Harry R. Snead, Jr.,

30 April 1944

Ships were loaded and the crews briefed before
the mission was scrubbed.

IR

Call Letters C and A in the Dispersal Area at Shipdham.

Abeautiful day today, payday, and there was the
usual number of crap games as well as card games

EoILNg,

Sgt. F.P. Bilozur was transferred to the 50th
Station Compliment. Lt, John F. Sarvis went DS to
school for thirty days. Lt, Forrest C. Hovens trans-
ferred to the 231st hospital. Sgt. Richard M. Burke
completed his tour of operations.

In spummary, the month of April was a month of
great activity for the heavies against targets of great
importance to the German war machine. Several
magjor cities were the targets of major raids. The
greatest target emphasis was on the German air-
fields—Tuton, Bernsberg, Zwickau, Lechfeld, ete.
The great industrial centers of Brunswick and Berlin
were also hit; likewise, the very important Marshal-
ing Yards located at Hamm, The final results of these
raids were that the 44th hif one target with excellent
results, eight targets were classified as beinghit with
good results, and three targets were hit with unobser-
ved results, On three occasions, no, bombs were
dropped due to the very bad weather which prevailed
most of the month. The 68th A/Chad a total of ninety-
nine (39) accredited sorties. Unfortunately, however,
the 68th lost five A/C to both enemy fighter opposi-
tion and enemy flak, with a total of fifty one combat
crew members being listed as MIA, There were four
combat crew members that were wounded in action
by bullets and flak. The 68th claimed seven EAC as
destroyed and one as probably destroyed.

During the month, the Squadron had a change
in Commanding Officers. Major Jangen returned to
the States upon completion of his tour of duty, and
Captain Robert Lehnhausen assumed command of
the squadron.

Some of the men who joined the squadron in

al April were:

Charles B. Alexander, Samuel 1. Berkowitz, Robert
d. Billingsley, Bowinski, Edwin N. Breedlove, Mi-
chael Brewster, Alexander G. Brnilovich, Marshall
F. Brockwell, Robert A, Brown, Bruff, Milo B, Burks,
Domonick Cannetti, Charles M. Christian, Paul M.
Corlew, Edward F. Da,ﬁme, Harry B. Depew, Robert
A. Edmonson,Phillip J. Fanning, Jr., Reginald L.
Ferguson, Kenneth M, Fick, Frank L. Foy, Otto H.

)| Freeman,Jr., Richard C. Halek, Jim Hay, Jim Y,
=] Hom, C.L. Hudspell, Phillip G. Jones, Absolem H.
=l Kelly, Joseph M. Kelly, Eugene Kinal, King, Gerald

K. King, Robert C. Kirmse, Ziggie L. Kozlosky, Edward
W. Kushinsky, Arnold V, Larson, William C. Latta,
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Willie B. Loving, Jerome S, Malinowycz, Frank
Manning, Jr., Eldon A. Maxby, dr., John Mentor,
Duane E, Mitchell, James D. Moos, Harold C. Morri-
son, George B. Moyle, Charles B. Murphy, John W,
McClane, Jr., McClendon, Julius V. Naber, Olaf W.
Olsen, Carl F. Osmond, Burr W, Palmer, Joseph W.
Parks, Jr., Charles D. Peretti, Harold M. Rabb, Wil-
liam H. Rausch, Fred A. Rich, Roy J. Rossman,
Ellsworth P. Rowinski, John F. Sarvis, Anthony
Saso, Schadle, John Schneider, Allen P. Schneider,
Tyrusd. Shanley, Leo E. Simmons, James Slaver, Jo
M. Smith, William A, Southern, Joe C. Sparks, K:_(_a_n-
neth W. Sprowl, Dean H, Spurgeon, Richard E. Stam-
per, Steele, Chauncy H. Steele, Jr., Donald H, Steinke,
Cecil F, Stone, John H. Tilson, Oscar B. Underwood,
Ray T, Wagner, John F. Warga, Robert J. Weber,
Francis G. Wholly, Frank J. Willems, Charles E.
Williams, James A. Wilson, Kenneth E. Wilt, and
Domonik P. Yocco.

MAY 1944

With an ever-mounting crescendo, the month of
May wound up having a total of twenty one missions
accredited to the 44th Group. France, Germany, and
Belgium were the locations of all of these attacks,
with the greatest emphasis being placed upon air-
fields or airparks—the targets of nine different cases
this month. The Marshalling Yards of various cities
were hit on six occasions, while Military Installations
were hit three times. Though small in number of
times hit, the oil refineries that were hit on three
different occasions were the major targets that were
attacked.

1 May 1944 2
LEIGE, Belgium g Xe

Striking the Marshaling Yards at Leige was the
mission for the 44th Group today. This target washit
visually with good results. Captain Ben Martin was
.the Lead Pilot for the 44th Group. There Wete no
.EAC encountered and the flak was meager and inac-
curate.

Dr. Myron Sesit made this mission—he now has
two to his credit—as did Lt. William Smythe, our
Sqd. S-2.

At 6:00 p.m. yesterday all combat men were
gathered at thesite and informed by Capt. Lehnhausen
to take it easy and get plenty of rest as they may be
called out at an ungodly hour in the morning, The
alert was set but was soon canceled by a teletype that
came in,

Lt. Raymond Hamlyn was promoted to Captain
today. He had transferred last week but this prome-
tion came in to the 68th.

Lt. Stanley J. Reich completed his tour today.
2 May 1944

No mission gcheduled. The sky is overcast with
a severe wind blowing. Just heard that Sgt. Don Hart
has finished up his tour with the 67th, where he
transferred some time ago. Bud Kane wasin today for
a visit; he had transferred to the Stars and Stripes
some time ago as a correspondent. The only identifi-
cation he wearg on his uniform is a shoulder patch,
“U.S. War Correspondent,” He thinks he may goover
with some of the invading forces that are now poised
along the coast of England.

PFC Frederick A. Kenyon transferred to the
231st hospital.

3 May 1944
WIZERNESS, France

The second mission for the month found the
Group hitting military installations here with unob-
served results, No EAC were encountered but there
was plenty of flak which was quite accurate. Fifteen
A/C from the Group sustained category “A” damages,
The 68th sent up seven A/C, of which four received
minor flak damage. There were no casualties for the
squadron on this mission,

A Captain Wood was in to our QOperations Office
today looking for his brother, Sgt. Hal N. Wood. We
were forced to fell him his brother was killed in a
plane accident while in operational formation on
April 22, One pilot reported that while he was flying
over our site last night he could see a few lights,
Barracks were checked today for proper curtains and
other precautions,

Sgt. James Slaver transferred to the 1287 M.Ps.

4 May 1944
BRUNSWICK, Germany

The primary target for today was Waggum, an
aircraft factory four miles east of Brunswick. The
Group commenced their flight to the target, only to
be forced to turn back due to the very poor weather
conditions which disrupted the entire formation.
Sortie credit was given to the eight A/C of the 68th.
The 44th Group was the Lead Group for the 14th
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42-100110 Northern Lass with Harold Hill - Crew Chiel
Crash-Landed at Halvergate, England on May 10, 1944

Wing, 2nd Air Division, AND the 8th Air Force, with
Colonel Gibson as Command Pilot.

On payday, we required approximately twenty
five additional pounds to accumulate the amount
necessary to adopt another British War Orphan, We
were making the effort to sponsor Wendy's sister.
The men put it over with a bang, We now have in
excess of 100 pounds for that purpose.

Lt. Stanley J. Reich transferred to the 448th Bomb
Group.

5-6 May 1944

No mission scheduled. Three new crews joined
the squadron today. A G.I. was killed today when a
jeep he was driving collided with a British lorry. /

We are doing a lot of practice night flying with
full crews. Take-off was at 2:00 a.m. and it was after
daylight that the ships were able to get into some sort

of aformation. Don’t know why weare doing thistype
of flying now.

TMay 1944
OSNABRUCK, Germany

Two mission plans were set up for today, how-
ever only the one to Osnabruck was flown by the
Group. We dispatched thirty three A/C for the Group
and bombed with unchserved results using the PFF
method. The 68th sent up ten A/C. One single EAC
made a pass at the Group with no results. There was
no flak until the target area was reached, where an

unseen barrage of moderate intensity was encoun-
tered. It was largely inaccurate, with an occasional
stray burst in the formation, No damage resulted,
however, The weather was severely cold and a man
from the 68th was seriously frost-bitten on the chin
and throat. The temperature was about forty degrees
below zero at 24,000 feet.

8 May 1944
BRUNSWICK, Germany

The Group bombed the city of Brunswick today
with unobserved results in the midst of fierce enemy
air attacks and flak over the target area. Three EAC
were shot down by gunners from the other squad-
rons. The 68th sent up fen A/C on this mission and all
hombed the target without sustaining damage or
loss, This was the first Lead for the 66th Squadron
with a PFF A/C,

& — 1500 Mift

9 May 194
ST. TROUND/BRUSTHEM, Belgium

This airfield was hit on a visual run with fair
results. The 68th sent eleven A/C on this mission,
Seven received minor hattle damage resulting from
fairly accurate flak over the target area. One A/C,
piloted by Lt. Larson, had a peculiar experience: as
his bombs were dropped, a loud explosion occurred
immediately heneath the A/C. Five men bailed out
overthetarget areaand Lt. Larson then attempted to
fly the crippled A/C back to England. He succeeded in
doing this. Another crew member bailed outand then
Lt. Larson crash-landed the A/C at Swanington with-
out injury to any of the remaining crew, The plane
was badly damaged so it was relegated to the salvage
yard. It was a very daring and courageous act on Lt.
Larson’s part in this brave attempt to save the craft
and crew, How the explosion oceurred or its cause is
still a mystery.

A/C 42-100110 P, NORTHERN LASS,
had the following men on board:

P 1st Lt. Arnold V. Larson 0-684358
Billings, MT

CP 2ndLt. James A Wilson 0-690017
Lubbock, TX

N  2ndLt. Robertd. Weber 0-690514
Elm Grove, WI
2nd It, George B. Moyle 0-752346
Saxton, PA .

E T/Sgt. Gerald K. King 14058048
Douglas, GA

RO 5/Sgt. Absoclam H. Kelly 15336171
Borden, IN
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WG 5/Sgt. Reginald L. Ferguson 13063662

Macon, GA

WG 8/Sgt. Frank Manning, Jr. 17037062
Lawndale, CA

BG §S8/Sgt. Milo B. Burks 37409588
Arroll, MO

TG §S/8gt. Jim Y. Hom 12188925

New York City, NY

Moyle, Kelly, Ferguson, Manning, and Burks
bailed out over the target area. Robert Weber bailed
outover England and thebalance of the crew rode the
ship in, where all were safe. Ferguson returned to
base 10/9/44 after being helped by the Belgium
Underground. (_f MpNTHS

After the explosion, the propon #4 engine flew
off, #2 engine hegan to smoke, and the intercom went
dead, so those on the flight deck could not communi-
cate with those in the rear. When a crew member
went to the back to see how things were, he found
everyone gone and the back on fire. Finally they got
the fire out and patched up a few gas leaks with rags;
all were as black as the ace of spades from smoke, but
they managed to keep everything under control until
they got back to England.

10 May 1944
DIEPHOLZ AIRDROME, Germany

The mission this morning was to Diepholz,
Germany, to attack the airdrome two miles south-
west of the city. The mission was recalled due to bad
weather that prevailed up to 30,000 feet, and to the
dense contrails that formed as the planes flew along
toward the target. No sortie credit was given.

Sgt. Newlin and Holmes took off this evening
for Nottingham, Lt, Davido flew them over and after
he dropped them off, he buzzed our field when he got
back and got grounded for two weeks,

A pilot who landed at our base in a B-24 to visit
a friend told us that his Group lost eight A/C on one
mission last week. Sgt. Holenbeck is gtill in the
hospital. Hilty is waiting to go home for thirty days,
then back here for another thirty missions.

11 May 1844
ORLEANS/BRICY AIRFIELD, France

This airfield was hit with very good results by
the first squadron of the 44th. The second squadron
hit the Belfort Marshaling Yards with good results.
Approximately thirty five single engine enemy air-

craft attacked the formation with the resultingloss of
one A/C from the Group (506th). A claim of one EAC
was made by a gunner of the 506th squadron, Slight
and fairly accurate flak was reported over Bricy
Aijrfield, but none over the Marshaling Yards. Bight
AJC of the 68th completed this mission without inci-
dent. This was a long ride today, nine hours round
trip.

Wereceived anew crew thisevening, Lit, Charles
C. Gayman’'s. One of the three crews we got in last
week had a pilot named J.V. Principe. His brother is
the former Fordham footbsall star, Don Principe.

12 May 1944
ZEITZ, Germany

The “blood” of mechanized warfare took the
attention of the airmen when the gsynthetic oil plants
here wereattacked with good results. EAC wereseen,
but the 44th experienced nc attacks. However, the
flak was very intense, accurate, and of the controlled
fire and tracking type; all five of the 68th A/C sus-
tained category “A” battle damage, The 67th squad-
ron lost one A/C to the accurate flak, A/C 42-110042,
piloted by Lewis 1. Vance.

All in all, approximately 1,000 bombers and
1,000 fighters were dispatched from the 8th AF in
England today. Forty two bombere and ten fightera
failed to return. There are rumors that one of our
Groups was practically wiped out by an unusually
large number of German fighters. They came in
head-on; those in the lead are usually in for a hot day.

Harold "Spec™ Bellard - Navigater
Killed at Brunswick, Germany on April B, 1944
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Captain Davido said our ships will have new
color and markings on the tail. The letter “A” on a
white circle will no longer he used.

Sgt. Hilty, awaiting his orders to go home, made
another mission today, The way things are going, he
may have most of his thirty in before he gets his
furlough at home.

18 May 1944
TUTOW AIRFIELD, Germany

Switching to an air park, (a training ground for
bomber crews, a component parts field, and a final
assembly and testing ground for FW 1908} the 44th
Group attacked the Tutow Airfield with unobserved
results. A number of enemy fighters were sighted,
with only seven making attacks on the Group. Claims
were made of one destroyed and one as a probable.

Lt. Samuel L, McClendon was credited with 1
FW 190 destroyed.

Sgt. Robert M. Smith was credited with 1 FW
190 as & probable.

Over Romo Island, flak was encountered that
wasvery accurate but meager, with one A/C of the six
the 68th sent on the mission being slightly damaged.
Fighter escort was excellent.

The 8th AF dispatched 3000 planes today to hit
Tutow, Osnabruck, and Politz. 1000 of these planes
were fighters,

On this mission the following men finished up
their tour of operations: Lt. R.E. Rose; Sgts. Frank J.
Salmarco, V.G. Lopez, Frank F. Fara, and William E.
Kustinsavage. Their tours lasted just five months.

Sgt. Harry Snead, who finished up a few weeks
ago, returned today from furlough and immediately
departed for another field to attend instrument school,
after which he goes to another field for instructor’s
school; he then returns to the 68th,

14 May 1944
STAND-DOWN

No mission scheduled,
After a few extremely hot days, the weather

suddenly turned cold, and it has been raining se-
verely ever since late in the afterncon,

Lt. Harold C. Morrison and crew were sud-
denly transferred to another field and were only
given a few hours to clear this field. He and his crew
were assigned from the 66th squedron on April 20th.

Part of the British Army was down in the
shooting butt, demonstrating the use of mortar guns.
They are making a terrificracket, and all you need to
attend is your steel helmet on your head.

15 May 1944
SIRACOURT, France

Again, the military installations at Siracourt
and St. Pol, France were hit with unobserved results.
This was 8 typical “milk run,” because no flak or EAC
wereencountered. The fighter support was excellent,
The 68th dispatched six A/C on this mission.

A restriction wag in effect for the entire U.S.
Army in England, Thig is a general check-up, both of
civilians and military personnel, Anyone found with-
out proper papers goes directly to the Guard House
for further investigation. Restriction for military
personnel makes thig job much easier.

Sgt. Emil M. Unger retwrned from DS. Lt. Mil-
ton L. Rosenblatt returned to the Zone of the Infe-
rior.

16 May 1944

This a.m.at 2000 hours we were alerted, Combat
men were awakened and briefed, but due to the
inclement weather the mission was scrubbed.

London was bombed again Saturday night. Bris-
tol was also bombed, but the Britigh claim the Ger-
mans real purpose was reconnaissance, to ascertain
what was going on along the coastline, Photographs
were possibly taken.

Lord Ironsides declined an invitation to address
the officers in their lounge tonight. The subject was
to be “My forty nine years in the Army.”

17 May 1944

Everything was ready for a mission this a.m.
Ships were loaded up with 1000 pounders. Men were
up early and attended briefing; however,bad weather
in the target area made it necessary to scrub the
migsion. It rained continuously all day and every one
was glad to take advantage of the rest period.
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Captain Lehnhausen saya Lt. Teitel is Q. K, and
should be in London within the next few days.

18 May 1944

No mission scheduled. Lt. Del Grande has re-
turned to the squadron from the hospital. He and his
pilot, Lt. Forrest Hovens, were blown out of their ship
when it exploded some time ago. The two were the
only survivors.

It rained most of the day here with low overcast
clouds. During the afternoon it cleared up enough to
enable six of our A/C up for a practice mission.

19 May 1944
BRUNSWICK, Germany

The Brunswick Marshaling Yards were the ob-
jective of this mission. The 68th sent up eight A/C; the
target was hit with fair results on a visual run. A field
day at the enemy’s expense was had by the gunners
of the Group and other Groups. No less than thirteen
EAC were shot down by the gunners of our Group.
Four were claimed by the 68th gunners. Another two
were probably shot down. Many other claims were
made, but due to conflicts of claims and circum-
stances that made a survey of great accuracy impos-
sible, no such claims were allowed in these cases.
Almost one hundred and fifty EAC made attacks on
the formations, but no losses were experienced by the
44th Group. The flak wag very intense, ranging from
inaccurate to accurate, with three A/C from the 68th
slightly damaged. Twenty four bombers in all were
lost, eight of which were from North Pickenham,
which is a new Group. {415 b4

Sgt. Gordon Brandon was credited with 1 FW
190 destroyed.

Sgt. Domonic Delperuto was credited with 1
FW 190 destroyed.

Sgt. Frank Y. Ross was credited with 1 ME 109
destroyed.

Sgt. William W. Smith was credited with 1 ME
109 destroyed.

Sgt. Thomas M. Tate has only one more mis-
sion to go.

The following officers were promoted to 1st Lits,
today: Robert A. Edmonson, Frank L. Foy, Joseph W.
Parks, Jr., Charles D. Peretti, and Francis G. Whol-
ley. Lt. Harry W. Jacobs transferred to the 14th CBW.
Sgts. Charles W. Blakley and Alvin A. Rosenblatt
returned to base today. They both went down with
Howington back in January. Lit. James B. Williams

completed his tour today agdid Lt. George A. Perrine,
dJr. and Sgt. Carlos Collins.

20 May 1944

Stand-down—no mission scheduled; however
all combat men who did not participate in a practice
mission were scheduled for class or training,

Last night Sgt. Hilty fell from a bicycle and
injured his ankle,

Sgt. Lawrence W. Chandler, who flew in V for
Victory January 21st (the day we lost four ships)
returned to the squadron this afternoon. He said he
just had a long journey which was dangerous every
moment, from the time he hit the ground until he was
on his way to London. He is the fourth man so far to
return from those four crews that were lost. The
others are Lt. Rosenblatt, and Sgts. Blakley and
Klein, We hear that Lt. Teitel is in London now and
should be here in & few days.

Lt. William A. Young, Jr. transferred from the
66th Squadron. Lt. Alfred R, Shella transferredtothe
12thRCD on the first leg of his trip back to the States.

21 May 1944
SIRACOURT, France

Six A/C from the 68th participated on this mis-
sion to Siracourt and St. Pol today. The target was hit
with fair results. This mission was tagged as a real
“milk run,” Fighter support was excellent on this
mission.

A/C 42-100110 crashed on May 9, 1944. Arnis Larson - Pilot, Jim
Wilson - Co-Pilot, and Gerald King - Engineer were all awarded
the DFC for this crash-landing of Pappy Hill's Northern Lass.
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Our new theater is completed and we had a
grand opening tonight. A stage show put on by the
local talent of the four squadrons won the approval
of 8ll who attended. Nice seatsl!

Lts. Herman S, Pitchon and Joseph W, Parks,
Jr. were transferred to the 93rd Bomb Group.

Sgt. Chandler isunable to say very much regard-
ing his trip back to England. He is sworn to secrecy.
He was moved from town to town and was locked up
at night. He never knew who fed him but would find
a meal pushed through the door each day.

22 May 1944
STAND-DOWN

No operational mission. Several ships took off
for practice bombing. We had two BLACK alerts
during the {ime the RAF wasreturning last night and
early this morning. This was when the Luftwalfe
sneaked in. They bombed Kent and parts of East
Anglia, which resulted in some damage and casual-
ties.

Sgt. Chandler will remain here with us a few
days for interrogation, ete. His duplicate service
records will be brought up to date and after he is
awarded whatever decorations he may have coming,
he will return to London for awhile and then back to
the States. He has had quite an experience for a
young man who went down on his first mission. If he
does go back on operational duty, it will have to bein
the Pacific,

Sgt. Harry R. Snead, Jr. and PFC Robert C.
Rucker both returned from DS.

23 May 1944
AVORD AIRFIELD, France

- Excellent strikes and results were scored by the
entire Group on this mission. Captain Gildart was
the pilot of the Lead Plane of the Group, of which Col.
Gibson flew as Command Pilot, leading the entire
Division. The 68th sent up ten A/C on this most
successful of missions, There were no EAC in the
target area and very little flak was encountered.

Lt. Rickettaand crew joined the squadronon the
night of Sunday May 21. Sgt. James Hamby, engi-
neer, said that Lt. Edwin Purcell, lead bombardier,
did an excellent job of hitting the target squarely.
There was only one small hole in Gildart’s ship and
that was in the belly turret.

Last night we had no evening activity around
here; however, about midnight, we could hear dis-
tinctly—and feel it—the sound of two large explo-
sions. It was a German plane shot down nearby, All
Defense Platoons, Commando Squads, M.P.s and
Guards were extra alerted tonight, all roads pa-
trolled, and extra guards assigned to each A/C. No
word as yet regarding the German pilot who bailed
out, 8o we assume he is gtill at large.

Sgt. James F. Hamby completed his tour. Sgt.
Lawrence W, Chandler left the base today and will
eventually be transferred to the Zone of the Interior.
Sgt. Cole transferred to the 458th Bomb Group.

24 May 1944
MELUN AIRFIELD, France

Thirty-five A/C from the Group bombed this
Airfield twenty-five miles south of Paris. The ships
bombed in three squadrons: the first twelve A/C
(68th) achieved excellent coverage, the second squad-
ron (67th) had poor results, and the third squadron
(506th) had fair results. Only moderate, slightly
accurate flak was met. The fighter support was excel-
lent,

Tom S. Pargons recorded the day as follows:

Ags might have been expected, we were once
more routed out at approximately 1:00 am,,
just thirty minutes after I had retired, with
orders to attend briefing at 1:45 a.m. By 1:15,
I had drawn flying equipment from the drying
roomm, tested itand even found time todrawand
inspect guns from Armament, before going to
briefing. We found that our target wasto bean
girfield once more, at Melum, about 22 miles
east-to-south-east of Paris. After finally get-
ting the guns out to the ship, loading, and
starting engines, we were finally in the blue by
4:30 a.m. We were in the low left element,
which was to bomb the target second. Every-
thing was O.K. until we reached the point
where we turned in toward the target. We en-
countered touches of light but very accurate
flak, From here on in and past the target we
met spasmodic flak, which, slthough never as
accurate as this first barrage, was quite some
better than the run of the day. No fighter
opposition was met or seen, and to be truthful,
none of our own fighters were seen either.
Possibly there were some close by. The target,
although it was completely covered by thick
gray smoke by the time we reached it, seemed
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to have been pretty well destroyed and I'm sure
our 24 X 300 1b, G.P.s didn't help to rebuild it
any. All during the target run and for some
time afterward we roughly followed the Seine
river, Paris was easily within view. Naturally
our flight took us around the city, out of range
of its ring of anti-gircraft guns, but its many
bridges and colorful building were quite plain
to see. All the way back acrose France, the
beautiful fields and villages were packed by
bomb holes at not too infrequent intervals, and
every airfield, (of which there are many) sev-
eral train yards, and even some innocent ap-
pearing villages and woods and fields were
completely blown up. Many airfields, and on
one occasion, a harmless looking pateh of for-
est, still was covered by that now familiar cloud
of thick gray smoke, towering several hundred
feet into the air. All these places, however,
remained quite silent ag we flew over, giving
witness to the fact that the “heavies” really do
a knock- out job. Finally we reached the chan-
nel, and after unloading my guns and finishing
off & breakfast unit (K-ration) I fell asleep on
the floor and didn't wake up until we had
landed back at the base. Here we unloaded our
equipment and I was quite surprised to find
that there were two rather large flak holes in
our ship—one in the nose turret. One piece of
flak passedless than six inched from Read’slelt
legand one just above the navigator’'s compart-
ment, through which the piece passed in a
direct line with Shambarger, (Co-Pilot) until
something stopped it. Both of the pieces were
recovered and are being kept as souvenirs by
Bart and Read. We finally changed our clothes
and repaired to the interrogation room. There
we drank Scotch along with coffee and ate
sandwiches, after which Joe and I went to the
68th Armamentbuilding and cleaned the crew’s
guns. At long last, I'm finally back in the
barrack writing this while the rest of the crew
sleeps, (it's now 3:30 a.m.) and after I finish a
letter or two, I'll hit the sack before tomorrow’s
migsion.

Oh how wrong I was!! At about 5:30 am.,
the C.Q. walked into the barrack and said that
Voight, Charlie, Crouse and I were to pull
guard duty tonight. This is a result of the
paratrooper scare, which started when some-
one was seen tojump from a German plane that
flew over the field as we were preparing for the
St. Pol mission the other day. At any rate, it's
pretty certain that at least one heavily armed
enemy soldier is on the loose in this immediate

vicinity. We were to report at the Guard House
at9:30 p.m., so no sleep was to be had until 3:00
a.m, the next morning.

25 May 1944
BELFORT, France

Major Robert Lehnhausen, Commanding Offi-
cer of the 68th, was Command Pilot on this mission
today. The target was hit with good results. The 68th
sent up eight A/C on this mission and all returned
without any trouble—although the 67th lost one A/C
for unknown reasons. The flak was meager and
slightly accurate in the target area. Fighter support
was excellent, Lt. Tomer, in A/C 42-94962, was MIA.

Sgt. Jake Elias was discharged from the hospital
today. He showed me a piece of flak they took from his
leg and it is a nasty piece of jagged steel. He ig limping
but will soon be O.XK.

T/Sgt. Arthur C. Mullins was apprehended at
the gate by the M.P.s He stayed overnight in Norwich
without a pass and he i8 now Pvt, Mullins. Sgt.
Greenberg transferred to the 66th Squadron. Lt.
William Averill Jr,, and Sgts. John H, Carstens and
George E. McAlister finished their tour of operations
today,

26 May 1944
STAND-DOWN

No mission scheduled,

Presentation of awards took place today. Among
others, Sgt. Edmond Connors received the Distin-
guished Flying Cross,

Lt. Schmanson and crew transferred to the 33rd
B.G. John R. Anderberg finished his tour of opera-
tions, Sgt. Harry Snead, who had finished up some
time ago, is being retained in the squadron as engi-
neer on the LEMON DROP, now a cowboy ship for
the Group, Sgts. William Kustinsavage, Vincent G.
Lopez, Frank F, Fara, and Frank J. Salmarco, who all
finished up a few days ago, were transferred to the
66th aquadron. From there they will go to a Com-
mando outfit for ninety days before heading for the
States. Lt. Smith J. Meador returned from DS today.

27 May 1944
SAARBRUCKEN, Germany

Today we had a DOUBLEHEADER that tested
the abilities of all personnel, and it came off without
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any major hitch, The first migsion wasthe Marshalling
Yards at Saarbrucken, which is a key railroad town
between Germany and Central and Southern France;
it was hit with excellent results. The 68th put up
eight A/C for this mission. The only flak encountered
was over the target, and it was moderate and quite
accurate. There were no losses experienced. Target
number two for the day was another Military Instal-
lation located at Fescamp, France. The bombs were
dropped by PFF with no results being observed. The
68th sent up two A/C on this mission. This one was
considered a “milk run” because no EAC were seen
and no flak encountered. However this was another
long day for the line. We were up at 2:00 a.m. and,
without any major damage from either mission, we
were able to call it a day about 11:00 p.m. However,
Headquarters woke everyone at 4:00 a.m. to perform
an immediate inspection of all personnel. Roads and
Sites were guarded until all noses were counted and
recognized. For some time now we have compiled an
excellent record of no combat losses. We are all
hoping this will continue for a long time.

Sgt. Staflambam returned from DS.

28 May 1944
ZEITZ, Germany

The oil plants located here were again attacked
by the 44th with excellent results. Captain Gildart
was Lead Pilot of the second squadron, made up
mostly of the nine planes of the 68th squadron. The
506th squadron lost one A/C to the slight but accu-
rate flak that the formations experienced. There
were no EAC encountered. Lt. Gurman in A/C 42-
110045, THE BANANA BARGE, went down and the
entire crew became POWSs. This plant produces about
twenty-five percent of all Germany’s synthetic oil
and it was hit squarely.

Cpl. Felix Wachowski was reclassified to MOS
405, Cpl. Roy N, Potter returned from DS, Lt. Joseph
A, Higping transferred to the 389th Bomb Group.
James A. Chandler was reclassified to MOS 901.

29 May 1944
POLITZ, Germany

Again, the oil industry of the German war
machine came in to the target picture of the Heavies
of the 8th AF. The 44th hit these refineries with fair
to good results. Lt. Charles Kuch was Lead Pilot of
the second squadron, of which the 68th had eight A/
C. On the bombing run, the Group experienced some
very determined attacks by FW 190s. Approximately

fifty EAC made attacks and, as a result, nine of them
were destroyed and two damaged. The gunnersof the
68th claimed two as destroyed. Sgt. James Fick de-
stroyed one ME 109 and Lt, Eugene Kinsal destroyed
ancther ME 109, Two gunners were wounded in
these attacks, Flak was encountered over the target
in a fairly inaccurate moderate heavy barrage type.
One A/C from the 68th was lost to these enemy
attacks.

A/C 42-73500 F, MACR 5218, had the following men
on beard when it landed in Sweden:

P 1st Lt. Frank L. Foy 0-808177
Gastoria, NC

CP 2ndLt. Robert A. Brown 0-547405
New York City

N 1st Lt. Samuel I. Berkowitz 0-695857
Wilmington, DE
1st Lt. Ellsworth P, Rowinski 0-668782
Passaic, NJ

E S/8gt. Ziggie L. Kozlosky 13084282
Quecreek, PA

RO T/Sgt. Oscar B. Underwood 33532304
Fries, VA

WG 5/Sgt. Kenneth M. Fick 37549574
St. Charles, MN

WG S5/8gt. PhillipJ. Fanning 11082349
Arlington, MA

TG S/Sgt. Dean H. Spurgeon 39552176
Los Angeles, CA

RO 8/Sgt. William F. Carnell 33169697

Philadelphia, PA

Carnell wasfrom the 67th squadron. Crew was
interned in Sweden.

The crew provided the following information:

Take-off was at 0809 hours; departed Eng-
lish coast at 0956 houre at 10,000 feet. Crossed
enemy coast at 22,000 feet at Tonning.

Our ship was attacked by fifteen ME 1095 at
approximately 1245 hours, These attacks came
from 12 o’clock on through to 3 o’clock; they
pressed their flight through the formation
behind us. We spotted the fighters just before
our IP, which was the southwestern part of
Stettin Lake. This was at 1156 hours. FW 190s
were attacking two formations ahead of us at
12 o’clock. :

When we turned in on the IP, we spotted
fifteen of our P-51s, who immediately went
down on the deck, engaging in dogfights. The
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next time we saw EAC was at the time we were
attacked. Then, on our way out, eight P-38s
covered us over Denmark while on our way to
Sweden.

Our #4 engine was knocked cut by EAC.
Qur left rudder was hit by 20mms, leaving a
hole two inches in diameter, 30 cal. slugs came
through the right side of the cockpit, atriking
the radio jack box and injuring Lt. Foy in the
back of his head, which bled freely. One 20
m.m. exploded in the tail section, damaging the
control cables ag well as the parachute of the
tail gunner, Sgt. Spurgeon. Another engine, as
well as a wing, was damaged.

We dropped out of formation and straggled
behind, deep in enemy territory. We were alone
for about twenty minutes; at 1315 hours we
decided to head for the nearest friendly terri-
tory. There was a headwind on the way back to
England, which would have given us & very
glow ground speed. We were about fifteen miles
south of Gedser.

Our nose gunner, Sgt. Fick, claimed one ME
109; top turret gunner Ziggie Kozlosky also
claimed one ME 109. Tail gunner Spurgeon
verified both of thesekills, and claimed another
Mel09G for himself, We saw three parachutes
come out of these EAC. Our right waist gunner
took some photographs, but the camera was
later jettisoned; the left waist gunner claimed
a probable, All of this took place around 1156
hours.

On our way to Sweden, our bomb sight was
destroyed and thrown into the water. Our IFF
was detonated; carpet was jettisoned into the
Baltic, Most everything else possible was jetti-
soned,

The Swedes reported that this A/C landed at

Save Military Air Field, just outside Tothenburg. It
had been sighted by Swedish fighters above the fown
"of Halmstad and was forced or led to Save. On the
29th of May, 1945, this same A/C was brought back to

England.
2. SOALP
We had one man killed on this mission: Sgt.
Charles E. Williams, Engineer with Lt. Joy Smith.

This mission on the 29th of May was my
sixth, flying under Joy Smith as pilot. We were
attacked by ME 109s and this particular one
came in at gbout 2 o’clock, nearly level, firing
at us with his cannens. A 20m.m. round came
in over my head and struck the top turret,
exploding. The seat gave way and Sgt. Wil-
liams fell from the turret to the flight deck,
very seriously wounded in the small of his
back, Burns and I attempted first aid, using
sulfanilamide powder and compresges. But
Chuck died shortly afterwards.

I had received some flak fragments in my
scalp, so Burns attended to me. I was taken to
the waist and instructed to sit in the corner of
the waist at the rear bulkhead of the bomb bay
until we got back to base.

I had an unusual attachment to Chuck Wil-
liams. We were very close friends. He taught
me to play cribbage, but he was always the
winner.

Sgt. Carlos Collins transferred to the 66th Squadron.

30 May, 1944
ROTENBURG AIRFIELD, Germany

The 68th put up nine A/C to attack this airfield.
Captain Gildart was the Lead Pilot, while Major
Lehnhausen was Command Pilot on this most suc-
cessful mission. The strike photos show excellent
coverage of the target. Moderate, fairly accurate flak
was experienced with one A/C of the 68th receiving

category “A” battle damage.

In the past few days we have had two men finish
their tours as privates; Pvt. Patrick Commisa and
Pvt. Kenneth Dropek, Commisa was busted for re-
turning late from a pass, and Kenneth violated mail
censorship. He mailed a letter to a friend which
unintentionally revealed too much. British censors
mailed it on to ETOUSA Headquarters. Sgt. Vernon
Wells and Lts. Michael Mungovan and James Ross-
man algo finished up a few days ago. Lt. James C.
Williame went on leave of absence for ten days. Lt.
Max Zuckerman, and Sgts. Bernard D. Creedon and
Michael Tarzia all completed their tours today.

Two gunners from the same crew, Sgts. Ross Fenner 9~—

and Kenneth Sprowl, were wounded. Sprowl pro-
' N ' e following regarding this day:

§ 1 guess I spent a number of years getting rid
of many unpleasant memories. Some of them
have haunted me in various ways.

We have been observing Retreat Ceremonies
here for the past few weeka. When the cannon goes
off, the British people think it strange to see men hop
from trucks, bicycles, ete., to stand at attention and
galute,
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31 May 1944
BRUSSELS, Belgium

This mission had to be abandoned due to bad
cloud conditions at the target. The Marshalling Ya