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¢ Er October 1943,

Took=aff at 0710 iz plane 3283 from homs fisld. Climbed with formation
to an sltitude of 189000 when RPM on #3 began rising. Upon working throttle

and FPY¥ vomtrol baock and fo:th reading came buck to normal.—At 28,000-FPM-

on #5 began rising agdin, This time I feiled %o get M readipg back to
normal by use of controls, With throttle retarded prop windmilled at app-
roximately 2500 FPM. 011 temperature began rising so I tried feathering
props As I tried this oil pressure dropped down to mlmost nothing. Co-pilet
then tried oil dilution wwitch after which I tried to feather #f6 prop sgain
-—-but no_suacess, Co=pilot then stated #3 engime was on fire, Made preparations
for bailing outs We then use 1/2 flape and desented at 1,000 Twet per —
minute during which time fire appeared to go out and part of sowling tore
back with some parts blowing away. e T :
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At the time we aborted I ran wheels down to show wing men we were
dropping out of formation then ran them back up, Later the Co-pilot noticed
whesl under #3 enzine had dropped back down, B i -

#3 engine was vibrating a great deal and at 8,000 feet an oil line went
out on #4 engine causing us to feather {4 prop. We circled over Earls Colne
as it was olosest field out of cloud cover. At approximately 5,000 feet made
one small oircle over field ms = plane wus crashed on one rumway then circled
to land on first runway possible, . Dus to power being on ome side it was -
impessible to make the last part of turn in field, Result I orashed landed

plane off edge of Earls Colne Field,
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