
Memories of Living Conditions at Debach in 1944/1945 by Jack Rude

“Living conditions during the winter of 44/45 were very harsh. The nissen huts 
were not insulated, rough concrete floors, nearly always covered in mud, only one 
small stove and only one bucket of coke was the daily ration. Usually three enlisted 
crews, (non commissioned, 15 or 16 men) in each hut. Officers lived on the same 
site but on the other side of the road. Two tier bunks were the normal with no 
locker facilities for storing uniforms or personal items. Everything on the floor, 
always damp and mice enjoyed this haven. The crews who were not on a mission 
collected the fuel for the stove, but by the time the mission crew returned, it was 
all gone. Anything that could burn was stolen. To be in bed was the only place to 
try and keep warm. As the ablution blocks were freezing, no hot water, it was not 
unheard of to go to London on a 48 hour pass and spend most of the time in the 
bath - if you could arrange enough coins to keep the meter going.

Keeping the same clothes on ‘day and night’ for 14 days was about the ‘social 
limit’. Best uniforms were cleaned in ‘gasoline’ so traveling in a train was 
dangerous if anyone smoked!
Life for flyers was tough on both counts – stay in bed or fly missions. An English 
winter is not ideal, living in a damp hut or being shot at in the sky at 26,000 ft is no 
option.
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