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1. Under the provisions of Section IV, Circular Number . _ 
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•• - ... <<The 386th Bombardment Group (M). For outstand- 
ing performance of duty in action against the enemy in the
~ European Theater of Operations from 30 July 1943 to 30 
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BATTLE HONORS

B-26 Groups in  the European Theater  of  Operat ions in
terms of  number of  successful  sor t ies  f lown,  tonnage of
bombs dispatched and enemy aircraft destroyed, while at
the same time maintaining the highest bombing accuracy
score. The eminently successful concentrated pattern bomb
ing first employed by the 386th Bombardment Group (M)
on 2 September 1943 established a technique in medium
bombardment which was adopted with unusual success
throughout subsequent operations over Western Europe,
while missions of the group carried out against the Ams-
terdam Schipol airdrome, the pilotless aircraft launching

sites in the Cherburg Penninsula and Pas de Calais area,
the attacks upon marshalling yards, aircraft installations,
bridges, and communications and transportation centers
both prior to and during operations of the Allied Ground
Forces on the Continent, were of the utmost importance
to the campaign in Northwest Europe. The untiring devo-,
tion to duty and extraordinary skill and courage demon-
strated by the members of the 386th Bombardment Group
(M) throughout the course of these exceedingly difficult
and exacting operations reflect great credit upon the entire
organization and are in keeping with the highest tradi-
tions of the Service.>>
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FOREWORD 
\ 

I 

This book is published at the end of the 
war in Europe. · It is intended to summarize 
and analyze the part played in this great war 
against Nazi Germany by the 386th Bombard- 
ment Group (M), to tell something of the 
background of the organization and of the 
men who have been a part of it, to describe
some of the conditions under which the group 
lived and operated, and to list the men who 
have had some part in building its proud 
record. 

From day to day ground crews servicing 
planes and bombing them up knew only that the 
planes must be made ready; cooks knew that air 
crews had to eat - almost always at odd 
hours; operations, intelligence and administra- 
tive clerks knew that their paper work was 
apparently necessary, had to be accurate and

1' 

jigsaw pattern of the overall scheme. 

One can now see that the group played 
a definite and an important part, even though 
a relatively small part since it was one small
unit among many. It was active in every cam-
paign. It helped to beat down the German Air 
Force, to reduce and delay the use of flying 
bombs, to prepare the beaches for the invas- 

. 
ion, to isolate the battle ground, to destroy 

I 

enemy supplies and to ruin the means of 
transporting them, to soften up enemy resist- 
ance to the advances of allied ground forces 
and to make the enemy's withdrawals more 
costly. It helped prepare the ground for the 
great airborne landings and gave support, in 
both British and American sectors, as circum-
stances dictated. It bombed targets, large and 
small, difficult and easy, in good weather and 
bad. I ts overall record for accuracy in bomb-in on time. But why? and was this playing a 

part? and, if so, what part? were questions 
that were hard to answer. Even air crews who \> 

were flying one mission in every three or four 
found it difficult to see their contribution to 
the overall effort. True, they saw· their bombs 
drop where they were briefed to drop them 
and they assumed more than knew, that with 
each attack they were playing a par t. But 
what part or how much of a part even they 
couldn't~ know. From day to day there was no 
time to pause or to reflect. When today's 
work was done, tomorrow's work had already 

• 

ing was high. " 

This is a record of accomplishment of 
which each member of the group may well be 
proud and in the making of which each mem-
ber of the group played his part. In doing his 

. every day job, no matter how remote from 
operations it may have seemed, each man con-
tributed to the co- operation and team work 
for which the group was well ·known. With-
out it, this record would have been impossible 
to achieve. 

This was not done without cost. More 
than 300 officers and men were shot down 
behind enemy lines and some 175 of these are 
listed as Killed or Missing in Action. To Them, 
this book is respectfully dedicated. We must 
never forget either their great sacrifice or 
the cause for which they gave their lives, 

. 1 

begun·. · 1 J. r. 

The job has been completed. Total victory 
has been won, and wit·h it. comes the first 
opportunity to pause, to analyze and appraise 
the total of the group's day to day efforts, and 
to fit each day's work into its place in the 

. . 
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PART ' I • 

' 

The 386th's Part in the War 
. ... ' Against Germany 

The war against Germany has been di-
vided into six phases or campaigns. The first, 
the phase before any landings had been made 
on the continent, was waged by the Army Air 
Forces and subsequent campaigns by the 
Ground Forces with the helping hand of the 
Air Forces. . 

The 386th Bombardment Group partici- 
pated in each of six major campaigns and all 
members of the group assigned for duty be-
tween the dates delineating each campaign 
were awarded the Bronze Battle Star. to the 
ETO ribbon. The campaigns as outlined by 
SHAEF were: 

Air Offensive-Europe 4 Jul 1942-5 Jun1944 
Normandy .............. 6 Jun 1944-24 Jul 1944 
Northern France ... 25 Jul 1944-14 Sep 1944
Rhineland ............. 15 Sep 1944-21 Mar1945 
Ardennes ............... 16 Dec 1944-25 Jan 1945 
Central Europe ... 22 Mar 1945-End of War 

In each of these campaigns the 386th, 
along with other medium and heavy. bomb 
groups, played its part, and although one Small 
unit in a huge allied air .force, the 386th made 
itself felt in every phase of the war against 
Nazi Germany. Wherever there was work to 
be done, the 386th was there. 

• 

In its 409 missions is included every type 
of tactical and strategic target. In all, the group 
mounted a total of 12, 496 sorties, attacked
some 433 targets and dropped nearly 18,287 
tons on them. In these campaigns the group 
attacked more bridges than any other type of 
target. Next came Flying Bomb sites, com-
munications centers, defended villages and 
troop concentrations, coastal guns, supply de-
pots and· dumps, and finally a few miscellan- 
eous targets. 

, 

• 

r 

• . 
3 

• 

Of the 433 targets attacked in the group's 
total effort in the war against Germany there 
were: 

70 Bridges 
59 Airfields 
59 Marshalling Yards 
55 Flying Bomb Sites 
50 Communications Centers 
47 Defended Villages and Troop 

Concentrations 
46 Coastal Guns and Shore Defenses 
39 Supply Depots and Dumps 
8 Miscellaneous Targets 

The cost to the group was the loss of 49 
of its aircraft shot down over enemy territory 
and slightly more than twice that number 
crash landing back at base. 2048 of its air- 
craft were battle damaged during the 21 months 
of operations. In its turn the group destroyed 
32, probably destroyed 18 and damaged 21 
enemy aircraft, having the highest record of 
enemy planes shot down of any of the 11 
groups of IX Bomb Division. 85 per cent 
of the group's losses were due to heavy flak 
and 15 per cent due to enemy fighter action 
and battle damage figures run to roughly the 
same percentages. 

More than 300 men were shot down be-
hind enemy lines. More than 700 men were 
involved in crash landings at friendly bases 
or in ditchings in the channel in planes that 
were badly battle damaged. Of the 300 going 
down behind enemy lines approximately 130 
became prisoners or managed to evade or es-
cape the enemy. Approximately 175 are listed 
as killed or mission in action. This last figure 

' is expected to be slightly reduced when an 
accurate accounting of Prisoners of War has
been made. 

• 

·, 
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The Air Offensive Against Europe -
4 ·July 1942-5 June 1944 · 

The Air Offensive-Europe dates from the 
first raid by American aircraft to be dispatch-
ed from England. A formation of 12 Flying 
Forts celebrated the Fourth of July, 1942, 
with an attack on Abbeville. From that day 
forward, began the build .... up of American air
r power which, in combination with the steadily 
growing RAF, was to become a formidable 
air army that was to blast the Luftwaffe from 
the skies and make the ,ultimate victory possi-
ble. At the end of a year · there were three 
wings of heavy bombers and one wing . of 
mediums. The following year, the year before . 
the invasion, was to see this bombing strength
trebled and the appearance of the first Amer-
ican fighters which for ,the rest of the war 

.....

were to play so important a part in insuring 
allied supremacy over the battle grounds. By 
D-Day, there were more American planes in 
England than English. The 386th, which ar- 
rived in England some 11 months after the 
first raid in the Air Offensive-Europe, was 
quickly in action. This campaign was, for the 
386th, .the longest and most active. It dis-
patched more planes, attacked more targets ~ 

and dropped more bombs than in any of the 
other campaigns. 

Analysis of the type of · targets attacked 
during the Air Offensive · against Europe 
shows four general phases of the group s op-
perational activities during this period: 

1. Attacks on the GAF, its airfields and 

installations. 
2. Attacks on launching 

bombs and rockets. 
sites for flying 

' 3. Attacks on enemy rail communications, 
on coastal guns, and on. bridges in the effort 
to isolate the invasion area. 

4. Preparing the ground for the Allied 
armies before the invasion. 

In all, during the Air Offensive-Europe, 
the group mounted 5512 sorties dropping 7174
tons on 192 different targets which were: 

55 Airfields 
53 Flying Bomb and Rocket Sites 
34 Coastal Defenses 

• 

The group's attacks on airfields, which
were the most numerous targets of the Marau
ders during the first months in operations, 
played an important part in keeping the Luft-. 
waffe on the move in France, Belgium, and 
Holland. This group alone piled up a total 
of 1991 sorties against enemy airfields and 
dropped some 2163 tons of bombs on them. 
The Luftwaffe moved its bases deeper and 
deeper into the interior to get away from these 
blows and special intelligence reports indicate 
that the consistent hammering of the Maraud-. 
ers definitely impaired the efficiency and mor-
ale of the units stationed in the occupied 
countries and prevented effective attacks 
against allied troop and supply concentrations -
during the ·build-up before the invasion. 

Next to airfields, the launching sites for 
flying bombs and rockets which were later to 
inaccuracy but harassingly, bombard Lon-

. 
vember, 1943, that this group first turned to 
this work. 1561 sorties were made against this 
type of target and some 1960 tons of bombs 
were dropped on them. In January, 1944, this 
group attacked only such targets. During that 
month 327 aircraft dropped almost 327 tons on 

these targets alone. The fact that this repre-
sents just about one ton per aircraft is indica-
tive. of the difficulty encountered in bombing 
these targets, due to their small size, their 
excellent camouflage, and the usually bad 

weather prevailing over the continent. The 
rate of abortive missions increased during the 
months in which these targets were under at- 

tack, mainly due to the poor weather condi-
tions. Owing to the importance of the targets, 

however, the pressure of the attacks had to 
be maintained no matter what the weather. · 

-__ -...,;. ______ ~~~--~~-~~-~-~··-~-~~~. - ill ·- - ·--

- - -- - - ·- - - - - --- -

II 
I 
I 

Commendation 
After Group's first operational mission, 

, I against Woensdrecht Airfield, 30 July, 
I 1943, from Commanding General, 3rd . 

Wing: 

:: <<Congratulations to you and your gal- " 
11 

lant combat crews and and the others of 
23 Marshalling Yards 
22 Bridges 
5 E-boat pens, Factories, etc. 

I 

1: the 386th on your first operation against 
/ the enemy. The job was well done and 

typified the growing strength of the 3rd 
During the period the group lost 21 air-

craft over enemy territory and had 1118 air
craft battle damaged. 

• 5 

Bomb Wing.>> 
' , I 

CANDEE , 

!~-~~·-~----------~--------~- ~---~-------i!:~- --~----~'" . -- - -·-
• 

' 
• 
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don and southern England, received most of
the attention of the Marauders. It was in No-
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The results of this methodical campaign 
for the destruction of these sites may now 
seem poor in the face of the fact that flying 
bombs were later launched and caused many 
civilian deaths in England. However, intelli- 
gence reports say that not one bomb was ever 
launched from any of the sites under attack 
during that period. The flying bombs which .. 
eventually did bombard England were launch-
ed from smaller, more simply and quickly built 
modified sites to which the enemy had to re
sort when their original sites, more elaborate 
and permanent affairs, were so methodically 
destroyed. 

' 

relatively short period of time . 1070 tons of 
bombs were dropped by 636 aircraft. The re ... 
sults of these attacks are now well known. 

I 

During this campaign the 386th lost more 
aircraft in attacks against airfields and had 
more planes battle damaged than in attacks 
on any other type of targets. Bridges, par-. 
ticularly those across the Seine, were relative-
ly the <<toughest>> targets however, for, al-
though attacks on bridges constituted only 9.1 
per cent of the group's efforts during this 
short campaign, 5 aircraft were lost and 5 
washed out in crash landings. 

The flying bomb sites accounted for 22.4 
per cent of the group's total effort and on 
these raids 5 aircraft were lost and 7 washed 
out in emergency landings. These missions 
were <<milk runs>> at the outset but became 
progressively tougher as the campaign de-
veloped. Some of them were among the rough- 
est the group ever had. . 

' 

• 

Marauders were credited by Air Marshall 
Sir Trafford Leigh Mallory with the most 
effective attacks of any aircraft dispa tched 
against these sites. All types of allied aircraft 
attacked them at one time or another during 
the winter of 1943-44. The attacks were sys-
tematic and well planned. As soon as photo 
intelligence revealed that a site was 50 per 
cent completed, that site w as placed on high 
priority and was attacked at the very firs t 
bombing opportunity. 

Marshalling yards, more particularly 
those with important repair facilities, coasta l 
guns, and bridges were then attacked by the 
group, as they were by all the groups of IX 
Bomber Command, during the three months 
preceding the invasion. Against marshalling 
yards ·1048 aircraft were sent out by the 386th, 
and 1368 tons of bombs dropped. The dis-
ruption in rail travel and destruction. of the 

With the approach of D-Day had come 
the obvious appearances of preparation for the 
big day. Crews returning from missions saw 
the Thames and all the South England ports
jammed with assault craft and merchant and 
naval shipping of all ,kinds. The attacks of the 
month preceding the actual invasion were a 

• 
~ . 
l 

rail repair facilities of Belgium and' France 
are now well known and many an enemy  "~ 
supply and troop train had to travel a much 
longer and more hazardous route as a result ~ 
of these attacks and later attacks on rail and ~ 
road bridges. i· 

IDuring the months of April, May and ~ 
early June, 1944, the group attacked a num- . 
ber of coastal guns and other coastal defenses. ~ 
There was seemingly no system to these at-
tacks but it later became known that this was ~ 
the design of higher command- that for every 
attack in the known invasion area there were 
to be two attacks in other areas as a security 
screen. The heaviest bombs were carried in 
these· attacks and over the period · some 1548 
tons were dropped on them by 772 aircraft of 
the group. 

During the several weeks before invasion 
the job of isolating the battle ground by at-
tacks ·on bridges, principally across the S eine · 
River, was systematically carried out. In this .. • 

7 

. 
• 
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Commendation 

After Group's two attacks on 23 
March, 1944, against Criel Marshalling 
Yard in France and Haine St. Pierre 
Marshalling Yard in Belgium, from Com- 
manding Officer, 99th Combat Wing: 

<<My heartiest congratulations on your 
excellent bombing . results on both mis
sions of 23rd March, against Marshalling 

Yards at Criel, France and Haine St. 
Pierre, Belgium. Your entire days effort 

from early rising, mission planning, for
mation and Assembly procedures, bomb
ing and landing in some cases under: diff- 

f icult weather conditions c all for the 
highest praise possible. Our targets are 
becoming ever more important and your 
superior· work yesterday indicates your 
ability and readiness for our increasing 
part in exterminating the German war 
machine. I particularly desire to com
mend the formation leader ion the per
formance of his crew in leading the sec-. 
ond mission to Haine St. Pierre.» 
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give-away to anyone who analyzed the tar
gets which were being hit. The ground had 
been well prepared. Every known big gun 
position had been hit. Since they were so 
deeply emplaced in concrete they had not all 
been knocked out but many of them were. The 
Marauders had cut the bridges across the 
Seine and had disrupted rail transportation. At 
the very last the enemy's radar detection sys-
tem was knocked out. A constant allied fighter 
patrol had kept even enemy reconnaissance 
planes from flying over English ports. The 
pre- invasion plans were complete and the in-
vasion was launched after a one day delay, 
hoping for better weather. 

Normandy Campaign 
6 June 1944-25 July 1944 .. 

The Normandy campaign which began 
with the missions on <<D >> Day, 6 June 1914, 
continued through to the day of the great 
bombardment of St. Lo, 25 July 1944, which  
preceded the lightning break-through of Gen- 
eral Patton's tanks for the gallop across 
France. This was possibly the busiest period 
in the group's operational history. In the rela
tively short period of 48 days the group 
mounted 43 missions. The weather encountered 
on D-Day remained to hamper operations but 
even in spite of the poor weather of that mem
orable June, during the Normandy· campaign 
the group averaged almost a mission a day.
Actually there were twenty days when the 
group could not go out because of weather r 

conditions but whenever conditions were at all 
favorable, the group went out twice each day. 

. 
On D- Day this group had an interesting 

and intricate task. Most Marauder groups 
were assigned to bombing enemy defensive
concentrations on the beaches. This group was
selected to be the last formation of bombers 
to bomb before the first assault troops hit the 
beach. The 386th was selected for this job by 
General Bradley, who had studied bombing 
patterns and bombing accuracy for several 
months prior to the invasion. The concentrated 
patterns and high record of accuracy main-. 
tained over months of bombing earned for the 
group this high honor and great responsibility. 
The group bombed at H-Hour minus 5 min
utes. • 

The confidence of higher command was 
well placed for, although the bombing was 
necessarily done at altitudes as low as 2000 
feet due to poor weather prevailing, the group's 
bombs were right on their aiming points. 

9 
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Commendation 
After Group's attack on Varenquiville 

Coastal Guns, 25 April 1944, from Com-
manding General, 99th Combat Wing: 

<<Please convey to the Commanding 
officer and all members of the 386th 
Group my congratulations on the super- 
ior bombing they did at Varenquiville on 
25 April. It is indeed a sobering thought 
to realize that magnificent bombing such 
as this is mandatory for successful ex-
ecution of our tremendously "'important D-
Day missions. It is with great pride and 
pleasure that I forward this congratula-
tory message from the Commanding Gen-. 
eral . . . . >> , 

In all during the Normandy campaign 
the group attacked 43 targets. 1376 aircraft 
dropped 2375 tons of bombs. The cost to the 
group was five aircraft lost and 195 of its 
planes battle damaged. Analyzing the type of 
targets attacked during the campaign, there 
were: 

12 Supply Dumps and Depots 
8 Coastal Guns 1 

7 Defended Villages and Troop Con-. 
/ centrations 

7 Marshalling Yards 
5 Bridges 
2 Headquarters 
2 Flying Bomb Sites 

The eight coastal guns ·were hampering
the unloading of troops and supplies along the 
beaches. Several of these guns were attacked 
in coordination with the infantry's push into 
Cherbourg and one was attacked after the 
taking of this great port when a group of die-
hard Nazis held out on the Northwest tip of· 
the peninsula and ' were firing into the city · 
while American troops were clearing the town. · 
On this occasion the guns 1 were seen to be 
firing as the bombs went away: It was one of 
the group's best strikes and no more w·as 
heard from that particular battery. , ' , 

The overall strategy following the land-
ings seemed to be to prevent the enemy from 
bringing up troops and supplies to the beach-
head front. To aid in this explains why the 
group attacked five bridges, two of which 
were destroyed in two attacks on the same 
day. Both were top priority bridges and the 
attacks drew the special commendation of Maj
or General Brereton, Commanding General. 
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Capt. Fred Davis 
Navigator 

10 , 
• 

. ' 

) 

~ 
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Ninth Air Force. They were the bridges at 
Nogent- le-Roi and Sable-sur-Sarthe, both small 
bridges but of tactic·ally great importance. · 

I 

In addition to the bridges, the group fur-
ther assisted in the disruption of enemy 
means of transporting troops and supplies in 
the attacks on the seven marshalling yards, 
probably the most important of  which, and 
certainly the roughest of which being the mar-
shalling yard at Rennes. The city of Rennes 
was the enemy's most important communica-
tions center for bringing troops and supplies 
up from the south and east to their front lines 
and to their troops on the Brest Peninsula. _ 

· The attacks against the bridges and mar-
shalling yards by medium bombers rounded 
out the allied efforts at isolating the battle 
ground. The remainder of the targets attacked , 
by the group during this campaign were more 
of a tactical nature . 

The seven defended villages and troop ... 
concentrations were among the roughest in the 
group's experience . and at least two of them, 
namely the attacks on Caen and St. Lo, were 
history-making in their significance. Both of 
these targets were attacked twice, Caen on 8 
June and 22 June; and St. Lo on 15 July and 
25 July. Earlier in the campaign on 13 June 
the group attacked a repeater station in St. Lo 
but the memorable attacks against the target 
were those of the 15th and 25th of July. The 
attack of the 25th has been described as the 
greatest concentrated air blow of all time. All 
the heavy and medium groups in the ETO 
bombed the town and the troop concentrations 
around it at five minute intervals, the show 
lasting well over two hours. 

I 

• 
• • 

Caen, the eastern hinges of the enemy's 

-

• 
• 

defenses, was held by strong formations of 
Panzer units·, and its anti--aircraft defenses 
were concentrated and effective. Although for " 
some of the heavy groups St. Lo was a very 
rough target, Caeri was for the 386th the 
roughest mission of the campaign: with the 
possible exception of the attack on Rennes. 
These two targets presented the most intense 
and accurate flak the group had experienced 
in several months, comparing in its intensity 
with the group's now classic experiences .over 
St. Omer, Amsterdam Schipol, Cherbourg, 
Paris, LeHavre, Rouen, Calais, Boulogne and 
Dunkirk. 

The seven missions against marshalling 
yards were a continuation of the group's prev-
ious attacks on rail facilities, and differed only 
in that such raids were now of more tactical 
significance. These marshalling yards were for · 
the most part in important communications 
centers such as Rennes, Bretigny, Mont Secret, 
where the group attempted to catch a panzer 
division detraining, Amiens and Fiers. The at
tacks were designed to accomplish the two-
fold purpose of destroying whatever was in 
the yards and of so disrupting ,rail transporta- · 

~ . 
tion service that movements of troops and 
supplies to the German armies at the front 
were delayed. . 

• 

The five attacks against bridges-all of 
them railroad bridges --- further disrupted rail 

means of transportation. 
• • 

The most numerous, and possibly the most 
immediately significant from a tactical point of 
view, were the twelve attacks against the en
emy supply dumps and depots. These targets ~ 
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transportation which had become, due to the
lack of gasoline reserves, the enemy's principle
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were well dispersed and well camouflaged in 
woods and presented very difficult problems to 
the bombardiers. Most of the attacks on these 
dumps were area bombing attacks which were 
never popular with the bombardiers. Hard to 
find, and nothing to see when they were 
found, the group never- the-less produced some 
excellent results on them. The only satisfaction 
the crews derived from these missions was 
that they were almost all <<milk runs>> being 
out in open country and usually undefended 
by heavy guns. r 

It was during this campaign that the fly-
ing bomb attacks on London and South- eastern 
England were begun, not from the original 
sites, which this . group had helped to bomb 
into uselessness, but from new, hastily con- 
structed sites so cleverly camouflaged that they 
were almost impossible for the aerial eye to 
find. Never- the-less, the group was twice dis- 
patched to attack these new sites in an at-
tempt to ease the blows on London. But if the 
original flying bomb sites were hard to find 
and to bomb, these new sites were next to 
impossible from the group' s normal 12,000 foot 
altitude of attack. . 

The campaign ended on the eve of the 
massive attack on St. Lo. The ground had 
been at least partially prepared for the break-
through. The allied navies and merchant 
marine had been plying back and forth in the 
heavy and dangerous channel traffic to bring 
the necessary men and supplies to support the 
drive when it came. The group had been kept 
busy, busier probably than it had ever been, 
but had scarcely noticed the increased pace 
since each of its missions now had a more 
direct bearing on the progress of the armies 
and the outcome of the war . 

' • • • 

Northern France . 
• . . 

t 

25 July 1944 to ·14 Sept. 1944 
., I . ...... .,. • •• 

The campaign of Northern France began
with the massive air attacks on the city of St. 
Lo and the enemy troop  concentrations defend- 
ing it, and continued through the break .... through 
and the drive across France by the armies of 
both Bradley and Montgomery. It ended with 
the allied armies up against the Siegfried line 
and just about at the end of their supply lines. 

During this campaign the group attacked 
44 targets, sending out 1346 planes and drop- 
ping some 1993 tons. These 44 attacks cost 
the group 6 aircraft shot down behind enemy 

I 

I 

0 
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• 

lines and 140 of its aircraft battle damaged. 
The missions were against very much the same , 
types of targets as in the Normandy campaign 
and included: 

17 Bridges 
13 Defended Villages and Troop Con- 

centrations 
8 Supply Dumps and Depots 
4 Coastal Guns 

' 1 Railroad Embankment 
1 Airdrome 

As the enemy started his retreat to the 
east the 386th joined in the aerial campaign to 
knock out his bridges before him. From the 
five attacked during the Normandy campaign 
the pace was stepped up and seventeen were 
attacked during this period .. Not only did the 
group attack more bridges than any other type 
of target in this campaign but these were also 
the roughest missions. The enemy had learned 
to defend the bridges he needed. The bridges 
at Ecouche, Tours La Riche, Joigny La Roche, 
Pontoise, Criel, Fismes and Rauen will long 
be remembered by the crews who went after
them as being rough targets. It was during this 
period, on 9 August, that the group did the 
job on the bridge at Beaumont-Sur-Oise, if 
not to its regret, certainly to its future incon-

• venience. 

These attacks on bridges had much to do 
with the success of ground operations in the 
Falaise Gap, for it piled up concentrations of 
enemy troops and supplies so that dive bomb- 
ers and artillery could do the magnificent 

work they did. 
The attacks on the thirteen defended vil-

lages and troop concentrations also had much 
to do with the clearing up of the Falaise Gap. 
There were two attacks on Caumont and one 
upon Flers made in co-ordination with other 
medium and fighter groups. On 27 August the 
group participated in the mass air attacks on 
troops and vehicles piled up along the Seine 

f 

Commendation • 

After Group's attack on the Namur 
Bridges, 8 May 1944, from Commanding 
General, IX Bomb Command: 

<< Your excellent bombing of Namur 
Bridges on May 8, 1944, collapsed span 
on railroad bridges Namur to Luxem .... 
burg. I congratulate you and your 
group.>> 

ANDERSON 
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Commendation 
After Group's attack on Rouen Rail-

road Bridge, 9 May 1944, from Com-
manding General, IX Bomber Com-
mand: 

~ 

<< Y o u r Group's bombing on evening 
mission, 9. May 194 4, was extremely 
good. Please express to your crews my 
appreciation for their efforts and my ad- 
miration of the results obtained. >> 

ANDERSON 
• 

River at Rouen. The enemy was being impeded 
in crossing the Seine in retreat as it had been 
in crossing it in early June to go to the attack. 
The first attacks against the defenses of the 
Siegfried line constituted four targets in this 
category. There were two attacks against the 
Scheld fortifications and two against forts at 
Metz. These were the first bombs the group 
was to drop on, Germany and gave the group 
its first inkling of just how  tough the Siegfried 
line was going to be to crack. Metz was by 
far the roughest of these targets. The remain- 
der of the attacks against troop concentrations 
were the missions to Brest where the enemy 
was holding out to deny the use of that ex-
cellent port to the allies. 

It was at about this time that the group 
introduced into combat operations the new 
A-26 and the first mission was to Brest. In all, 
eight missions were dispatched to Brest, two 
of them being run . by' A-26’s. The specific 
targets were coastal guns bridges and troop

• 
concentrations. The first missions were rough 
but subsequent missions became <<milk runs>>. 

\ 

'The eight supply dumps attacked ! during 
the period were, ass they had been in the Nor- 
mandy campaign, ·area bombing attacks against 
dumps well hidden and well camouflaged. For 

~ the most part they were not well def ended 
targets, but one, the Foret D 'Andaine was 
very rough. The results of attacks against 
such targets were not easily determined as all 
that the photographs usually revealed were 
badly torn trees. Occasionally secondary ex- 
plosions would occur and, as in the case of · 
several fuel dumps, smoke would rise to 12,000 
feet, always very satisfying to a bombardier. 

The four coastal · guns were all in the 
Brest area and were guns that the enemy 
had brought to bear on, the advancing Amer- 

, 

, 

• 

\ 

• 

ican troops. The railroad embankment was the 
only effort at disrupting rail transportation 
facilities, other than bridges, during the entire 
campaign, the only campaign in which the 
group did not go systematically after marshal- 
ling yards. The reason for not going after 
marshalling yards was said to be that the need 
to do so ceased to exist when the enemy start-
ed his headlong retreat across France and 
Belgium. France's already badly battered 
marshalling yards were saved .from further at-
tack by SHAEF order. ,. 

. The one airdrome attacked, that at Lee.u
warden in Northern Holland, was the target of 
the A-26' s which were being given targets of 
all types to ,, give them a thorough test. 

The campaign ended with the first attacks 
against the Siegfried line. Patton's troops had 
penetrated into Metz but had to withdraw be-
cause of the inability of supply lines to keep 
up with him. The British armies had crossed 

• 

the Seine and persued the enemy through the 
Pas de Calais, northeastern France and into 
Belgium. The lines established in this campaign 
were mainly· those held through the long hard 
winter which lay ahead. . .. 

I . 

The Rhineland ·Campaign 
• 

15 Sept. 1944 to 21 March 1945 , 

The Rhineland Campaign which started 
with the systematic .attacks, both on the ground 
and in the air, against the Siegfried Line start- 
ed approximately in mid September, continued 
through the winter and ended with the soften-

ing up preparations for the 21st Army Group's 
and General Patton's almost simultaneous 
crossing of the Rhine in late March. This was 
the longest and most arduous campaign and ' 
much of the hard work was done during the 
bitter, cold months of the winter. 

· During the campaign the group attacked 
99 targets. 2796 aircraft dropped 4349 tons, 
for a, higher average per aircraft. dispatched 
than in any of the previous campaigns. This 
was because the group was attacking targets 
within Germany. Here-to-fore care was al -ore, 

occupied countries to drop only on briefed 
targets or very carefully selected targets of op

portunity. Policy changed when all targets 
were within Germany and crews were instruct
ed not to return any bombs if it was at all 
possible to find suitable 'targets of opportunity. 

The longest of the campaigns, with the 
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ways- exercised when bombing targets in the
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Capt. G. S. Hogg 
S-2, 552nd Sqdn . 
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s- 2, 555th Sqdn. 
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Photo Trailer at Beaumont-Sur- Oise. 
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War Room at Beaumont-Sur-Oise.
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exception of the Air Offensive against Europe, 
the targets differed from those attacked in the 
previous. campaigns only in that there were
many more defended villages and communica-
tions centers among them. Of the 99 targets
attacked there were: / 

: . 26 Defended Villages and Troop ··- :. ' 
' I tC'h 

· · Concentrations . . . , · · 
j.: 22 Marshalling' Yards . , . . . ' , ~ 
-"' 20 Communications Centers · 

~ . fl 

15 Bridges ~ 

: 10 Supply Depots and Dumps 
• • 

• 

· 3 Rail Junctions 
1 

2 Airdromes 
• 

t• 

- . • 

r • 1 Leaflet Mission • 

• 

~ ~

~

Northern France. The campaign, as far as the 
386th was concerned, started off with attacks

tough missions but of all such targets in this

, . , · 
, . 

· - , -The tempo of  the, attacks against these ~
targets was increased in March, toward the 
end  of the campaign, in an attempt to impede 

the rail transportation of troops and supplies, 
both north and south behind the enemy’s lines, 
and east and west between the front  lines and - . . ,. 

the heart· of Germany. It was desired, in prep-
Many of these targets were a part of, or aration for the projected crossings of the Rhine, 

were just behind, the Seigfried Line and at- to prevent the enemy from being able to send 
tacks were made on them in a systematic way troops and supplies to threatened areas. 15 
and at a  relentless pace. yards were attacked in 18 days. , .. 

Most of the group's work during this cam- 
paign was in support of the American 12th  shalling yards, the 15 bridge attacks, mostly 
Army Group but a number of missions were    railroad bridges, served to hamper enemy, rail 
run in support of Field Marshall Montgomery's movement. The Germans had learned to de- 
British 21st -Army Group. . fend their bridges and these missions. were all 

The defended villages which the group      pretty rough. The enemy definitely felt these
attacked were for the most part villages and attacks and set about repairing the bridges as 
towns near or right on the front lines. These quickly as the Marauder Groups hit them. As 

-- missions  called for the very . best precision a consequence, the group was called upon to 
. . bombing and absolute accuracy in timing as in go back to several of them two or three times. 
' - many cases the infantry and armor went into Grews reported seeing cranes and men work-

the attack immediately after the bombings.     ing on the Konz Karthaus bridge as they were 
They were usually small towns in which the making their bomb run on their third attack. 
ground forces had found, or expected to find, , It was during this campaign that the group 
serious resistance. The purpose of the attacks . attacked the Remagen bridge but the bomb
was to soften up the resistance and make the · ing was not good. Only the approaches to it 
taking of the towns less costly. I were damaged in the attack. The Remagen 

Most of these towns being so near the bridge was later the one bridge across the 

• 

. .,. front lines were very well defended with con- R h i ne  captured intact and enabled General  
centrations of heavy flak guns; a few were Hodge's troops to get across, establishing the 

· not.  American artillery had developed effec- · ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
tive counter battery fire which formation lead- . ~ .\ . ·~ ~J· • : (. 

ers could call upon by pre- arrangment as they Commendation 
approached their IP' s. In most cases, this con--
siderably reduced the amount of flak expected. After Group's attack, 12 June 1944, on 
In a few cases the concentrations were so Bretigny Marshalling Yard from Co m - 

· great that the targets Were rough in spite of 'manding General, 99th Combat Wing: 
the counter flak fire. Among the rougher of . 
these targets were such names as Bad Muns- << Your attack on, 12 June 1914, on 
ter,. Aldenhoven, Dillingen, Merode and St. Bretigny has won special, c o m m e n d a -  
Wendel which will be long remembered by tions from commanding General IX Air 
the. crews of those missions. · Force. PRU has shown all roads block-

ed and town smashed. Congratulations 
,. The 22 attacks on marshalling yards w ere on excellent bombing.>> 

in resumption · of the allied campaign against · 
· enemy rail transportation which had been tem- 

. porarily suspended during the campaign of 
THATCHER 
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on yards  a t  Duren and at  Venlo,  both very

campaign probably the attacks against Greven-
broich, Weisbaden and Hengelo stand out in
the minds of the crews who attacked them as
the most difficult.

In conjunction with the attacks on mar-
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Col. Corbin points out to Brig. General 
Doran damage caused by group's bombing 
of Wiesbaden Marshalling Yard (top left).
Other pictures show attacks on Naumburg 
Ordnance Depot, New Ulm Marshalling 
Yard and Frielassing Ordnance Depot and 

extent of destruction caused by these 
attacks. 

• 

• 

• 

I 

' 

t .. 
, .:,;>'. 

~+':1 'lo 

"''>· ,,j; ' 

18 • 

. -· . - ,., 
• 

• . 

, 

• 

I 

' 

• 



• I 

\ 

. . 

• 

first bridgehead east of the Rhine. The more 
well known bridges attacked during the period 
were those at Arnhem, Venlo, Neuweid, Konz
Karthaus, Ahrweiler, Mayen and Remagen .  

The twenty communications centers were 
towns usually further behind the front lines 
than the defended villages and for the most 
part had good networks of roads and railroads 
running into and out of them. In most cases 
the at tacks were made prior to the launching 
of an allied attack as these were towns which 
would logically be used as location for head-
quarters and through which troops and supplies 
would pass to the front lines. The attacks 
were designed to disrupt the organization of 
the enemy's defenses and to create havoc in 
his lines of supply and communication. Some 
of the towns were well defended but the major-
ity of them were not unusually rough. ~The
most memorable ones were probably those at 
Dulmen and Elsdorf. 

The ten supply depots differed from those 
attacked during the Normandy and the North-

' 

Commendation 
After Group's attacks, 1 August 1944, 
on Nogent-sur-Le Loire and Goutard 

Port Martneau Railroad Bridges, from 
Commanding General, Ninth Air Force, 
to Commanding General, · IX Bomber 
Command: 

<< The bombardment units of your com-
mand during the past busy and produc-
tive weeks have shown an exceedingly 
high degree of skill in destruction of en
emy bridges. An outstanding mission was 
performed on 1 August 1944 when the 
386th -Bomb Group destroyed two assign
ed high priority bridges in one mission. 
These two at Nogent-Sur- Le Loire and 
at Goutard Po r t  Martneau had never 
been atacked before and had become an 
integral part of the interdiction net de-
signed to prevent all enemy rail move- 
ment through the Paris-Orleans gap. 
Both bridges,reach attacked by only a 
box of eighteen B-26’s  were completely 
destroyed. All of your groups have done 
excellent bombing on bridges and each 
deserves special commendation for it. 
Congratulations to entire organization. >> 

• 
\ BRERTON 
I 

• 

-
ern France campaigns mainly in that inside
Germany the depots  were  most ly  large and
permanent establishments rather than jus t  piles 
of stocks hidden under trees in a forest. These 
offered fine targets to  the bombardiers, who 
could see where their bombs were hi t t ing ~hand
and who could judge from the bomb .. '.strike 
photos the accuracy of their bombing .. and the 
damage that was done. These targets were 
definitely well defended and these missions  
constituted some of the roughest of the cam- 
paign. Many of them were located in  or near 
large cities all of which ·were of course· well 
defended for the other targets in them. The 
best remembered of these depots, some of 
which were oil storage depots and the remain
der ordnance depots, will probably be those 
at St. Wendel, Kaiserslautern, Unna, Weis- 
baden and Dulmen. 

The three rail junctions were attacked as 
part of a collossal one day attack by every 
allied aircraft in the ETO on rail facilities 

throughout Germany. The purpose of the at- 
tack was to cut rail lines in hundreds of places 
at one time and so to tax the repair facilities. 
But to the 386th these attacks, which occurred 
on one day, were more important because this 
was the only occasion on which the group 
went down on the deck to straff, after bomb- 
ing at normal altitude. 

The two attacks on airdromes were at- 
tacks on fields upon which the enemy was 
concentrating ·his increasingly large number of 
jet planes which have always been considered 

' potentially a menace . . The one remaining mis-
sion was a leaflet mission to the Colmar pocket 
where the group dropped hundreds of· thous- 

1 ands of leaflets advising the German soldier 
of the futility of further resistance. On the re-
verse side of the leaflets  were passes in both · 
German and English which the Jerries could 

·· use as a pass to give themselves up and enjoy 
the relative luxury of American PW pens. 

   The final missions of the campaign saw 
the beginning of the attacks on cominunica- 
tions centers behind the lower Rhine. The 

British and Canadians with some close support 
help from Marauders had pushed up to the 
Rhine in its lower regions, General Hodges’
First Army had established the bridgehead at 
Remagen and was slowly  consolidating it, and 
General Patton's Fourth Armored and Fifth 
Infantry Division were racing across  the Saar 
Basin toward the Rhine south of Mainz. The 
stage was almost set for the crossings at many 
points. · · 
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Bomb Damage -
• • 

• 

d e p o t  at Daggendorf 
to bombing altitude 

tanks and to railroad . 

Attack on oil storage 
showing s m o k e  rising 
(above). Damage to oil 
sidings in depot seen in 3 pictures (to right). 
Attack on Triptis Marshalling Yard (below). 
Ground photos later taken reveal twisted 
wreckage after this attack (bottom Left and 

right). 
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The Ardennes Campaign The two defended villages were towns 
16 Dec. 1944 to 25 ]an. 1945 · along the route of the enemy advance in which 

· troops were known to have concentrated. They 
.r The Ardennes campaign was sandwiched were the towns of Blumenthal and Nedeggen. 
: , in the middle of the Rhineland campaign. The  The rail road junction attacked was near Eus-
' . enemy, talking full advantage of bad weather kirchen at a point where two main line rail-
•.\ for  air Operations, massed an army of panzer roads fed together before entering the town. 
. . and infantry units and made a savage counter- The back of the German offensive was . 
; " . attack into Belgium. With fighters, dive bomb- broken after the four days of good weather 
~ ~- ers and medium bombers helplessly grounded which began two days before Christmas and 
·. -r. and .. the attack launched at points along the continued through to 27 December. Although

thinly held American lines, the enemy had 
~l~~~~great initial success, The seriousness of the   \. ply lines badly cut and with fighter-bombers 
:~     situation and the extent of the enemy‘s plan constantly harassing him, the enemy went on 

:~:· were not   known for several days when it was          the defensive and it was a matter of time be
   learned. that the Germans were using nearly ,· fore the original line was re-established.
. all  ·their .  reserve panzer units. . ~ . . 

.. <( • ~ .. • ..,, 

• ~~ ·:1 • -.~.  For seven days the 386th, and all other 
medium bomb groups were grounded by the 
weather. On December 23rd, however, the 

~-·~ .. . weather broke and the group went out twice. 
'!·1. The w eather remained good for  four days in 
~:... which time the group . dispatched· seven mis-

"' t, . , ,_- . ... 

. 
• 
-· sions. ,. .... 
.,. • ... # . During the campaign, the shortest of the 

;~~--.. six in point of time, the group attacked 13 

targets of which ten were bridges, two were 
defended villages and one a rail junction . 407 

·;~ ·. were dropped. While two aircraft crashed on 
• ' "°""' • ... ,..-

~ . take-Offs, ·none were lost behind enemy lines. '.. .-. . .. 
~~·~·· ·:. The  attacks on the ten bridges, all railroad 
.. ,· ~ <_ 

.:~ .. ;· bridges, constituted the group's main effort in 
~= ~ the campaign. The overall plan for the medium · 
...... bombers seemed to be to destroy the enemy's 

means of getting troops, equipment and sup,J 
plies to its armies in the bulge. In the forty 

• 

The Central Europe Campaign 
22 March- 1945 to 7 May 1945 

• 

The Central Europe campaign, the final 
campaign of the war, began with the intensi-
fied preparations for the crossing of the Rhine 
in its lower regions by Field Marshall Mont-
gomery' s .21st Army Group, continued through 
the masterful encirclement and mopping up of 
the Ruhr and ended with the merciless de-
struction of every strong point in which the 
enemy attempted to make a stand. In the cam
paign the group dispatched 1059 aircraft, 
dropped 1661 tons of bombs, lost two of its 
aircraft and had 68 planes battle damaged. 

The 386th's part consisted of 31 attacks 
on such targets as: 

9 Depots 
7 Marshalling Yards ,. 
7 Communications Centers 

• 

6 Defended Villages 
days of the campaign the group was able to  

, operate only 11 days, running double missions 
1 Bridge 
1 Airdrome 

two days. · " . , 1: \ .. . \ ... ~ 

1

:: The bridges attacked will long be re-. 
- • I( • 

membered, mainly because they were briefed 
so many times. No matter what the weather 

...-. ' • # 

prospects, crews were briefed · and held in read-
. . I • 

iness f.or a possible change .that would enable 
• ... .. . ... - J' 

the missions to take off. Some bridges were
briefed as many as ten or twelve times. Few 
crews with the group in the winter of 1944:-
1945 will ever forget the Konz-Karthaus bridge. 
This bridge was briefed at least fifteen times 
and during this campaign attacked twice. 
Other bridges attacked during the campaign 
were those at Ahrweiler, Keuchengen, .Bullay, 

• 

' Neuweid and Sinzig which last was the rough-
est mission of the campaign. ~ ~ · "~ . . ,. \: "' ..,. 

• • '.,)J.,.-•1 
"" t •( ~ - . . ;,, , ~ t' . .. . 

' " ~.· ~ _. ~· .. '°'tr\ • .. • •• .L . . .• ' .. ..,. ... • .-., 
• # J • ~ •A. •• ' _1111!. • 

.. \ - ' ' - ..,,. • .1 .. ,,. • -~ ~ ·' - :;"I--
'-'. t:."" ·1'· ·-~ ""';(· . , .. ,.: " ~ .. • • z""'" .. t"j~,-.., • ..: .• 

;. ...., H ~~~ ... ~.., • W,_. , ..,, .. , .'Cc": 
~~ ~ ... : ~:4""' ~\-: :ttit -~:/'.. . ' ,.. .... ' 
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Commendation 
. After Group's attacks on the Kempton 

- Ordnance Depot, 16 April 1945, and on 
'I" t 

the Magdeburg Defended Village and 
Ravensburg Weingarton Ordnance De- 
pot, 17 April 1945, from Commanding · 
General, 99th Combat Wing: 

<< Y.our bombing results of 11 superiors 
and 7 excellents for the afternoon of 16 
April and both missions of 17 April set 
a standard hard to surpass. Keep up the 
good work. >> 

VANCE 
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aircraft were sent out and 735 tons of bombs

• the threat remained, gradually, with his sup-
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- Donuts and coffee after the mission. 

The  9 supply depots attacked were hit 
after the ·British in the north and Patton in the 
south had made their successful crossings. 
Some were oil storage depots, some ammuni-
tion depots and others general ordnance de-
pots. As. the retreating and disorganized Ger-
mans fell further "back into the heart of Ger-
many., these · many targets became of increasing 
importance and their destruction deprived them 

I• ~ 

of what little war stocks were left. The ware- 
._, <IF \. 

w

houses at Munchen-Bernsdorf, Naumburg and 
Frielassing-were well-hit and being the largest 
will probably be best remembered by the crews 
who made the attacks. The most spectacular 
raid was probably that on the Ebenhausen oil 
storage depot where · smoke from the burning . 
oil rose well above the 12,000 feet at which 
the formation was flying. None -of these mis- 

~ sions were very rough by former standards 
    probably because most· of the enemy anti-air-· 

craft guns had been destroyed and supplies of 
ammunition were be.coming more and more 

' 

• 

scarce. · · 
The 7 marshalling yards attacked . were in 

continuation · of , the policy to attack any rail 
transportation facilities that might be helpful to 
the enemy in continuing what was now obvi- 
ously hopeless resistance. The marshalling yards 
were all quite close behind the enemy's front 
lines and the attacks were probably designed,
as much to ·destroy what was in the yards at 
the time - and therefore immediately useful to 
the enemy-as to impede rail transportation. 
The yards ·at Wittenberg will probably be 
longest remembered since the attack on them 
was one of the best and this missions was wa~ 
certainly the roughest of the whole campaign
More than half of the planes attacking were 
battle damaged. 

The 7 communications centers and 6 de- 
,,. . ,.. 

• 
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. ....- -

fended villages saw some of the best bombing 
of the group's operational history and on the · 
whole the worst flak of the campaign. All 
were towns and villages not far behind the 
enemy's front lines, which were attacked main-
ly just before the airborne landings across the 
Rhine, and just after. them during the mopping 
up of the Ruhr pocket. 

. " 
In preparation for the paratroopers and 

glider troops, each. of the medium groups were 
assigned communications centers behind the 
lines, to be attacked· systematically beginning 
four days before the airborne operation. The 
386th was assigned the towns of Dulmen, 
Stadtlohn, Denslaken, and Scheimbach which 

' 
targets it attacked eight times in the five 

• 

days of excellent weather which prevailed. 
Other groups were assigned. other towns. Prob- 

ably in the five days, more than twenty towns 
were systematically and completely obliterated. 

"' The other , defended villages attacked in 
the campaign were villages and towns where 
the enemy elected to make· a stand. Magde- 
burg was probably the best example of this 
kind of attack. With the decision of the en- 
emy to defend it came the decision of higher 

command to turn the <<mediums>> loose on it. 
Each group had  a section of the city assigned 
to it and no part of the city escaped un-

scathed. It fell to advancing infantry the very 
next day. 

• 
T he one bridge attacked during the period 

was the bridge at Hof, which was attacked to 
deny its use to the retreating enemy. The air-
drome was one of the last remaining bases  of 
German - jet propelled aircraft at Landau- 
Straubing. • 

The campaign ended with the war's end . 
The group's last target was an ammunition 
clump at Stod which was attacked May 3rd.
With the crossing of the Rhine, the enlarge- · 
ment of the three bridgeheads, the closing off 
of the Ruhr to the rest of Germany, the British 

• 

advances to the north, the meeting with the 
Russians in the center and the cutting off of 
possible retreat into the redoubt area by Pat
ton’ s troops in the south brought on the mass 
surrenders, first to the American Seventh Army 
and to the allied armies coming up from Italy. 
These were closely followed by the surrenders 
in central and north Germany to the British 
and the American First and Ninth Armies. 
General Patton’s Third Army and the Rus
sians, in west and east Czechoslovakia, saw 
the last fighting before the ·total surrender was 
complete. ... . .. 
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Ugly flak scores a direct hit

(above). B-26 limps home
smoking in right engine 
(left) A ... 26 bombs go down 
as flak comes up (right). 
B-26 falls in two parts over 
Lille Vendeville airdrome 
after direct flak hit (below) . . 
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Missions • • • 

• 

MISS 
N DATE. 

~

TARGET. 

1 30: 7-43 Woe nsdrecht A D 
2 31 ] :43 Abbeville Drucat A /D • 
3 2- 7-"'3    St. Omer Ft Rouge A D 
4 9. 8-4) St. Omer Ft Rouge e A/D 
5 IS. 8-4). Woe nsdrecht A D 
6 17 tl--43 Bryas Sud A D 
7 18. 8.43 Woe nsdrecht A D 
8 22· 8-43 Beaumont Le Roger A, D 
9 27· 8··0 Poix Nord A/D 
10 ) I . 8-43 Headin Forest Dump · 
11 2- 9.43 Mazinzarbe Power Plant 
12 4. 9.43 Lille Delivrance M/Y 
13 'Si ·9.43 Courtrai M Y 
14 ' 6- 9.43 Rouen M Y 
15 6- 9.4) Serquex M Y
16 ]. 9..4) Lille Delivrance M Y 
17 8· 9-·U Lille Vendeville A D 
18 8. 9.43 Boulogne G P 
19 9, c;,4) Boulogne G P 
20 9. 9.4) Boulogne G P 
21 9. 9.4 3 Boulogne G P
22 14. 9.43 Lille Nord A D 
23 I ). 9.4) Merville A; D • 
24 19· 9.4J Beauvais Tille A D 
25 19. 9-43 Lille Nord A: D 
26 22. 9 .43  Evreux Fauville A D 
27 2). 9 .• 13 Beauvais Tille A D 
28 24. 9.43 Evreux Fauville A D
29 27 9.4') Conches A D 
30 }. I0.43 Woe nsdrecht A D
31 3. I0.43 Beauvais Tille A D
32 8· 10.43 Lille Vend eville A D 
33 IS.10.43 Beauvais/Nevillers A D 
34 24. IC.;43 St Andre-de L'Eure A D 
35 24-10.43 Beauvais/Nevillers 
36 

~

}.f l .-13 Tricqueville A D 
37 3. I 1.43 Amsterdam Schipol A D 
38 s . 11-43 Mimoyecques Rocket Site
39 7-1 1-4} Meulon Mureaux Aircraft F 
40 7 . 11 .43 Montdidier A D 
41 10. 11 .43 Lille Vendeville A D
42 11 . 11 43) Martincast Rocket Site 

• 

. I 

., 

' 

44

45 
46 

l6. 1 l.43 Rosierres en Santerre A D
2(>.11 .43 Audinghem Village Supply D 
29. 11 .43 Chievres A/D 

47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 

54 
55
56 
57 
58 
59 
60. 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75
76 
77 
78 
79 

.80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
90 
91 
92 
93
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99

100 
101 
102
103

104 

105106 

1-12.43 Lille /Vendeville A /D 
l.IZ.43 Cambrai/Niergnies A ID 
4. 12-43 Chievres A/D 

· 4. 12-43 Lille/Vendeville A/D 
S-12-43 Launching Site  A-40 
5.12.43 Launching Site A-19 
S. t 2.43 Launching Site  A-40 

I 3· 12-43 Amsterdam Schipol A/D
IJ-12.43 Amsterdam Schipol A/D 
20-12-43 Launching Site  A.58
20-12-4) Launching Site A-83 
21.12.-4) Launching Site A-75 
21.12 .. 0 Launching Site  A..85
2J . 12.•o Launching Site  A-70 
22-12.43 Launching Site  A-44
zi.1 z.43 Launching Site  A.94 
24.12-43 Launching Site  A.94 
30.12-4) Launching Site  A.25 
30.12.43 Launching Site  A-57 
30. 12-43 Launching Site  A-'44 
} J .12..43 Launching Site  A-67 
31-1 :1.43 Launching Site A.39 
4. 1.44 Launching Site  A.54 
4. 1.44 Launching Site  A-67 ..., 
4. 1.44 Launching Site  A- 54 
4. 1-44 Launching Site  A-60 
4. 1.44 Launching Site  A-37 
'4. 1-44 Launching Site A-26B 
7. 1.4'4 Launching Site A.41 
7- 1-44 Launching Site  A-26A 

14. 1.44 Launching Site  A·70
14- 1,4-4 Launching Site  A .57 
14. 1.44 Launching Site  A.11C 
21- 1-44 Launching Site  A.100
23· 1, 44 Launching Site  A-86 
23: 1.44 Launching Site A.999 
24. 1-44 Launching Site  A.85
24· 1'4-4 Launching Site  A-21c 
29· 1.44 Launching Site  A-91 
29. 1--44 Launching Site A-29 
J. 2-44 .Launching Site  A-73 
~. 2·4• Launching Site  A·54 
S. z,44 Launching Site  A-17 • 
S. 2.44 Launching Site  A-82 
6 2.44 Cormeilles en Vexin A/D 
8· 2·44 Launching Site A. 73 
8- 2.44 Cambrai Niergnies A D
9. 2.4_. Tergnier M Y 
9. 2-44 Launching Site  89 

10. 2.-H Launching Site  A.71 
10. 2·44 Launching Site  A.85 
10.2 • .f.1 Launching Site A. 79 
11 . 2.44 Amiens ~M Y 
13 2-"4 Launching Site  A.28
13 2.44 ~Launching Site  A.29 
IJ. 2-44 Launching Site  A·56 
I;. 2.-14 Launching Site  A·26A 
I ; . 2-44 Launching Site  A-26B 
IS. 2 . .:4 Launching Site  A . 18 
I). ? . .14 Launching Site  A·77 A 

.. 

.. 

\ 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• -

' 

-
.. , ' -
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• 

• 

-

• 
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• 
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MISS • 
N• DAT-£. TARGET. : . < 

107 I s .. z.4~ Launching Site A .92 

' • • 

. . . 
• t 

. ' . 
I • 

106 20- 2.44 Gilze/ Rigen A/D ' ~ ~ 
1(;9 21- 2 • .f4 Gilze/ Rigen A/D ; .. ·~ 
1 ICJ U. 2-44 Gilze/ Rigen A/D ' ., " ' 

I • I.I I 14 2-.f4 Deelen A/D 
112 24. 2.M Launching Site  D-4 · , • . 
113 2S. 2-44- St. Trond A/D · ' ··. , ~: 
I 14. ZS· Z-44 Launching Site  D-4 ' ' 
11 S '2&- 2-4'4 Launching Site  D-4 
116 • 28.- 2.4~ -Launching Site  A-117  
117 ·2a. 2-~·f Launching Site A-83 
LIS 'J.'J. 2.44 Launching Site  A-62  • 
119 2S. 2--H Launching Site  A-22  
I 2Q 29: 2--H Launching Site  A-83
121 2. 3.4-1 Launching Site  D-4  
122 i. 3.44 Launching Site A.88 
123 2- J.44 Launching Site A .68
ll4 2. J.44 Tergnier M/Y 
l ~S 3- J.-H Loan Athies A/D 
I l b . 4- }-4.f Malines ~M/Y ' .. 
127 S- J.44 Launching Site A .61 
128 ). ).44 Launching Site A .59 , • 
129 s. J.44 Launching Site A .78 
130 6- )A4 Criel M/Y 
IJl 7. J .4~ Launching Site A· 73 
132 i . 3-44 Launching Site A.72 
133 6· J.4-J Volkel A/D 
134 I J. ) .44 Launching Site D-4 
I JS IS. ).44 Aulnoy M/Y 
136 19. ) .44 Launching Site A·S7 
137 ZV. 3.44 Criel M/Y . 
138 n. 3 . .,w Criel M/Y 
139 lJ . }.44 Hains St. P ierre M/Y 
I 40 2). }.44 Hirson M/Y 
1141 26- 3.44 IJmuden " E • Boat Pensn~ 
142 '8. 4-44 Hasselt M/Y 
143 10. 4-'44 Le Havre Gun Position · 
1-44 II). 4."44 Namur M/Y 
14S11 . 4.44 Charleroi M/Y
146 I ~ 4'.44 St Ghislain M/Y 
147 13- 4-44 Namur M/Y · 
I~ 18. 4.4" Sangatte C/G 
149 19. 4. -4-4 Dieppe C G 
I SO 19. 4-44 Malines M/Y
ISi !o. 4,44 Fecamp C G 
I'~! 20. '4-44 Launching Site A.100 
I SJ 21 . 4 '44 Launching Site A.15

\ I S4 2~· 4.4.. Launching Site A-99 
I SS 22· 4.44 •Launching Site A.68 
IS6 2~- 4.it4 Launching Site A.65
I S7 21. 4,44 Namur M/Y 

.. 
• 

. " , . . . . ... '\ . -. • 
~·. 

. . 

•• 

: 

c'· . : 

' . . 
• 

• • 

\ 

I S8 ZS. 4.44 Varengenville C/G 
I S9 26 4-44 St Ghislain M/Y ~VY - .,. 
i60 28· -1.44 Criel M/Y . 
161. JO. 4.44 Launching Site A·95
162 JO. 4.44 Bethune M/Y • 
163 1. s.44 Douai M/Y 

• 

. . . 
164 1. S-44 Valenciennes M/Y • '. 
165 2- s . .;.; Valenciennes M/Y ' 
IM 4. S.·H Ouisterhan C G 
167 7- 5.44 Mezieres Charleville ~M/Y
168 7. 5.44 Barfleur La Parnalle C G 
169 8.' S.'4-4 Namur RR Bridge " 
170 S. S-44 Namur RRR Bridge 
171 9. SM Launching Site A· ll 
l72 9. • S-4'4 Rouen RR Bridge \ 

17) J<). SA-f Ste-Marie -au-Bois CG 
17'4 20· S-44 Denain/Prouvy A, D 
I 7S 20- .5. '4-4 Beaumont sur-Oise A/D ' 
176 22. S-'44 Beauvais Tille A/D  
177 23· s.44 Mais y C G 
178 24. S-'4-4 Beauva is Ti lle A/D 
179 24. S'-4<1 Cambrai Epernay 

l<X>         ). 6.44·  Ault C C ~ .. 
11191   4- 6--4-4 . Ault C G 
192 S. 6.--4-4 Calais C G . -
19) 6- 6-44 St. Martin de Varreville C/G
194 6. 6-'44 La Madeleine C/G ' · 
19S 6. 6-+4 Les Dines de Vareville C/G
196 6. 6.44 Houlgate C/C 
197 7 • 6.--4-4 Amiens M/Y 
196 ] , 6-'44 Mont Secret Sidings 
199 8. 6-44 Caen DV 
200 , 8- 6-'4'4 • Vernon H /Y Bridge 
201 10. 6 :4'4 Mont Farville C/G 
20! 10. 6.44 Crisbecq C G 
203 II - · ~· '4.4 Conflanes RR Bridge
204 1 l . 6.i-4 Rennes M/Y · 
2C5 12- 6-'44     Bretigny M/Y .. 

,. 

.. 
• • • .. ... 

• 

206 IJ. 6-44 St. Lo Repeater Station 
' 207 14· 6.4'4 Flers M/Y and RD Junction . 

208 14. 6.44 Argentan Defended Area 
209 15· 6'.44 Bois · du Buron Ammo/D 
210 IS. 6-44 Laval Defended Area 
211 17- 6-44 Semonches Forest Supply D
212 18- 6-·H Foret d ’Andaine Supply D 

I 

\ 

I 

. . 

• 

\ 

• 

• 

, 

• 

• r 

43 2J. II .43 Lille/Vendeville A D

25

161 26.- 5.44 Poissy Bridge 
182 27. 5. 4<1 Louvieres RR Bridge · 
183 27· 5-4!4 Maison Lafitte RR Bridge 

89 ll · s.+. Rouen H/Y Bridge 

180 2S. 5:4.4 Liege Bridge 

18S 2.8- 5--4-4 Bruges Radio Station 

186 29. ~44 Athica Mons RR Bridge 
187 29. S--44 Calais CIG 

184 28- s . .c4 Nantes Gassicourt RR Bridge

188 JO. S • .f4 Mantes Gassicourt RD Bridge
189 31-5-44     Rouen H/Y Bridge
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Missions • • • (continued) 

Ml~ 
N' DATE. TARGET: 

21l 
-· ·21.s 

21~ 
21(> 
217 
118 
219 
2lO 
121 
222 
223 
u.s 
Z25 
226 
2Z7 
226 
219 
230 
231 
2J2 
2H 
2l4 
23S 
236 
2)7 
:?38 
2)9 
2-40 
241 
242 
24) 
24• 
24S 
246 
247 
248 
249 
2SO 
ZSI 
2S2 
ZSJ 
2S4 
25S 
2~ 
2S7 
2S8 
2S9 
260 
261 
262 
26) 
264 
265 
266 
267 
268 
269 
zro 
271 
272 
27) 
274 
2i5 
276 
277 
278 

• 1219 
280 
:!81 
282 
28) 
264 
285 
286 
267 

™ 289 
290 
291 
:!92 
293 
294 
29; 
296 
:!97 
?98 
299 
)CIO 
301 
)02 
)?) 
3-04 
JCS 
)06 

3-07 
}0& 
309 
JIO 
J 11 
}12 
JIJ 
)14 
JIS 
}16 
)17 
)I~ 

18- 6-44   Launching Site  A:l61 
20. 6-1'4 Eroy St. Julien Launching Site   
u: 6-44 Cherbourg Hill Defended Area• 
22· 6-+4 Caen Chateau HQS· 
24. 6-44 Cherbourg C ·G 
l S· t>-44 Foret d 'Ecouves Fuel Dump 
2). 6-44 Orseme (Epernon) RR Embankment
29. 6-44 Auderville C G 
30. 6-4-4 Conde sur Vire RR 
4 ] . .$4 La Barberi Cave Supply Dump 
S· 7-44 Senoches Forest Fuel Dump 
6- 7-44 Conches Forest fuel Dump 
8- 7.44 ·C a e n HQS 
9. 7-44 Betugeney Orleans Fuel Dump 

11. T.+a Flers Fuel Dump 
12. 7 .+4 Foret de Cinglais Fuel Dump 
12. 7-~ Nogent-Le-Roi RR Bridge 
IS- 7-44 St. Lo Defended Area 
I 7. 7.44 Rennes Fuel Dump 
18- 7.44 Demouville Defended Area 
IS. 7.44 Nogent-Le-Roi RR Bridge 
23 7.-44 Conches Forest fuel Dump 
24. 7-+1 Sable-Sur-Sarthe RR Bridge
25· 7.44 St. Lo Defended Area
26. 7.44  Defended Area
28. 7.44 Ecouche RR Bridge 
.JO. 1·-44 Caumont Defended Area 
.JO. 7.44 South Caumont Defended Area
)I . 7-44 Tours La  Riche RR Bridge 

1. ~ Chateau du Lois R B 
I. 8-44 Le Lupe Ammo Dump 

I 

6- 8-44 Foret de Persegne Fuel Dump 
6- 8-44 Foret d'Andaine Fuel Dump 

7. 8.44 Le Lude Ammo Dump 
8. 8.44 Joigny-la-Roche RR Bridge 
9- 8-44 Beaumont-sur-Oise RD Bridge
9. 8-4-4 Epernone RR Embankment 

10. 8-44 Fismes RR Bridge 
.0. 8-44 Pontoise RR Bridge 
11 . 8-44 Criel RR Bridge 
I 2. 8-44 Fleus Defended Area 
I). 8-44 Lisieux Bernay Defended Area 
14- 8-44 Esternay RR Bridge 
is. 8.44 St. Malo C G 
16- 8-44 Fismes RD. Bridge 

I 7. 8-44 Pont Authon RR Bridge 
IS. 8-+t Beaumont-sur-Oise Ammo Dump 
2s. 8-44 Brest C C . 

~

26. &.44 Bois de Mont Fuel Dump 
27. 8.44 Rouen Defended Area 
28· 8-44 Foret de Laigue Fuel Dump 
}(). 8-44 Isle de Cezembre 

1. 9--44 Brest Strong Points 
J . 9.44 Brest Bridges 
) . 9.44 Brest Strong Points 
6- 9-~ Brest Strong Points 
(>. 9-44 Brest Strong Points A-26's 

6· 9--14 Brest Strong Points 
9. 9,44 Pas de Calais Defended Area 

10. 9-44 Nancy Bridge  A -26s
10. 9 .. H Foret de Haye Supply Dump 
II . 9-·H Metz Gun Positions  A -26s 
11 . 9-44   Metz Fortifications 
11. 9--14 Leeuwarden A/D (A -26's) 
12. 9.44 Scheld Fortifications, (A -26's) 
1 l . 9,44 · Scheld Fortifications, 
14. 9.~ Brest Strong Points (A·26’s) 
16. C}.44 Bergen op Zoom Dike (A -26's) 

J9. 9.44 Duren M Y 
19. 9,44 Duren M Y A -26's) 
2}. 9.44 Venlo M Y 
29. 9~ Webenhein Dragon Teeth 
}(J. 9.44 Arnheim RD Bridge

(>.1 1\.44 Duren Barracks Area 
6- llJ.~4 Hengelo M Y 
8. 10 .. 44 Bad Munster Comm Center 

12-10.4-4 Aldenhoven Comm Cente r 
1'.\. 10-44 Dillingen Comm Center · 
l.f. 10-44 Venlo RR Bridge
10. 11 .44 Colmar Strong Points 
I I· I 1-44 Putzlohn Comm Ce nter 
18.1 l «H St Wendel Storage Dump 
19. 11.44 Merode Defended Village 
2). 11 .-$4 Kaiserlautern Storage Dump 
26- 1 1 -~ 4 Geiesenheim Stora ge Dump 
28. 11 .44 Bellinger, Waid Ammo Dump 
~. 1 1 . -« P ier Defended Area 
}().I 1-44 Gemund Factory Strong Point 
2. I 2-44 Fraulantein Strong Point 
s. 12.41 Neuweid/ Irlich RR Bridge
6·L?.4.s Neuweid/ Irlich RR Bridge 

10- 12.44 Birkerdorf Defended Areas
10.12!+1 Colmar Area (Leaflet) 
12. 12-44 Schoneseiffen Defended Village 
1). 12-44 Schoneseiffen Defended Village
IS. f2.44 Gemund Defended Villagellag~ 
1a. 1 z. 44 Blumenthal Ground Units 
23. 1 2~ Abwe iler RR V iaduct 
2}. 12-44 Nedeggen Defended Village 
24. 12-44 Konz Karthaus RR Bridge
ZS-12-44 Konz Karthaus RR Bridge 
2S. 12-44 Keuchengen RR Bridge
26-12-44 Annweiler RR Bridge 
27-12-44 Annweiler RR Bridge 

I. 1.45 Konz Karthaus RR Bridge 
! ~ · 1-4~ Bullay RR Bridge 

~ 

I 

• 

' 

( 

' 

l 
' 

' 

\ 

\ 

\ 

' 

\ 

' 

• 

MISS 

. . 

N' DAT& 

\ 

TARGET. 

• 
I , . 

)19 16. I .4S Neuweld Highway Bridge 
)lO 2 I · 1.4s Euskirchen RR Junction 
l l l 22, 1.4S Sinzig RR Bridge 
)ll 26. 1-45 Euskirchen RR Bridge 
323 29. 1.4; Bendorf RR Bridge 
324 29. I .4S Annweiler Bridge 
32) 1. Z-4S Engers RR Bridge 
)2f. 2· 2·4$ Hillesheim Defended Village 
377 ·) . Z.'4S Dahlen Defended Village 
)~ (>. l . 45 Rheinbach Ammo Dump 
l29 8 2--IS Greivenbroich M/Y 
)JO 9 2.4S Viersen RD Jundion 

) 31 10 2,-JS  Berg-Gladesch M/D 
HZ I J. 2.45 Nieuweid Irlich RR Bridge 
}3) I ... 2.45 Kavclair Defended Village 
)J4 14 2.4S Remagen RR Bridge 
H3 16- 2 -IS Unna Ordnance Depot 
) )6 17. 2-45 Mo yen Bridge 
)37 ~I . 2.4; Herford RR Bridge 
H8 ll . z,45 X anten Comm Center 
}J9 22. l -4S St. Wendel Comm Center 
J.40 22. 2-4S Turkismuhle CC ( low Level) 
)4 I 22· 2-4S H ermes Keial C C 
)42 22. 2-4S Salmrohr CC ( low Level)
)4j 2). 2-4S Elsdorf Communication Center 
) 44 24· 2-45 Vierson Defended Village: 
)4S ZS. 2AS Modrath RR Junction 
) 46 26. 2-4S Garzweiler Defended Village: 
)47 28. 2-4S St Wendel Defended Village 
)48 I. ) .4S Giesen Ordnance Depot 
)49 2. ) :4) Meckenheim Comm/Cen. 
) SC ). }.45 Weisbaden Ordnance Depot 
JS I ) . 3-45 Kirn M/Y 
)52 4. ) .4 ~ Bruhl Comm /Center
JSJ s. ) .45 Bestwig M/Y 
}S4 6- ) .4S Lenkerbeck M/Y 
)SS 8. ) .4) Troisdorf M/Y 
JS6 9. }AS Weisbaden M/Y 
}S7 9. }.45 Nastatten M/Y 
)S8 10. J-'4S Lippstadt M/Y 
3S9 10. ) .4S Nastatten M/Y 
360 11 . )-45 Nidda A D
361 12.' ) .4$ Haiger M/Y 
J62 12. }.45 Siegen M/Y 
36) ' I). }.4) Rheine A /D 

'364 I). ) .4S Tu rkismuhle M/Y 
36S 14. J .45 Colbe 
}~ IS~ ) .4) Turkismuhle M/Y 
367 ' IS. }.4S Neunkirchen Comm/Cen C
368 16- ) .45 Herdorf M/Y 
369 If): ) .1S • Landau Barracks Area  
)70 17 •. ) .4S Kaiserlautern M/Y 
}71 17. }.4; Eitdorf RR Junction 
J7l IS. ).4) Wetzlar M/Y 
373 ICS. ) .45 Kreuztal M/Y 
374 19· ).4S Netze RR Bridge 
)7S 19· ) .4) Nassau RR Junction 
376 20- ) .45 Synthen Ammo Plant 
377 21 . J.45 Dulmen Comm/Center 
)78 z 1. ) .4S Stadtlohn Defended Village 

     Stadtlohn Defended Village 
      Stadtlohn Defended Village }.4~ 
            Denslaken Comm Center

}80 22· 3.45 Schembeck Comm Center 
     Ahaus Comm Center 

}83 24. ) . 4S. Wurzburg M/Y ~:r 

38-4 24- ) .4S Dorsten Communication Center 
)8~ 25. J.45 Dierdorf Comm Center · 

• 
}(I i }(). ) .~; Ebenhausen Oil Storage: DE 
3aa } I. 3.45 Erbach Comm Center 
389 ) . .f-'4S Hamlen M/Y 
J90 " · 4.4s ·Crailshem M /Y 
391 8· 4-.CS Munchen/Bernrdorf Ordnance/D
392 8- 4.4S Sanderhausen Defended Village 
}9} I 1. 4.4S Naumberg Ordnance  Depot 
39.f fl . 4.45 Kothen M Y 
39S 12. 4 ... S Kempten Ordnance Depot 
396 12 4--4S Hof RR Bridge: 
397 16- 4-4S Zerbst Defended Village 
}9' 16- 4-4S Kempten Ordnance Depot 
399 17. 4:4\. Magdeburg defended Village 

• 

• 

400 17. 4-45 Ravensburg/Weingorten Defended/V. 
401 IB· 4..CS Neuburg/Donau Oil Supply Depot 
'402 16. 4-45 Falkenburg RR Junction 
403 19. 4:..fS Ulm M/Y ' 
'404 2o. 4-4S Dagendorf Ordnance Supply 
40S 20. 4.-4) Wittenburg M/Y 
406 21 . 4.4S Attnung/ Pucheim M/Y 
~7 24. 4:45 Landau/Straubing A/D 
4C8' 2S· 4.4S Frielassing Ordnance Depot 
~ ). ~~45 Stod Ammo Dump 
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HONOR ROLL 

• 

' 

.-

Men of the 386th Killed or Missing in Action 
• • , . 

1 Of more than 300 officers and men of the. 386th who have been shot
down behind the enemy’ s lines, approximately 176 are listed as , Killed or 
Missing in Action. This is not an official list, but a list complied from the 
Group's records shortly after V- E Day  before it was possible to process all 

. . 

• 

.. 

. . . . . 
' . . 

., . . . . . . . 
• returning Prisoners of War. . . • J 

. . . 
• J -· . , . . . 
' .. 
Name Rank 

. 

Sqdn. . . 

• 

MIA or

KIA 
.......... -KIA 

Alfredson, C. W., Jr., S/Sgt .... 552 . ........ KIA 
......... KIA 

Ambrose, J. C., 2nd Lt.: ............ 554 ........ : KIA 
Apps, E. J., S/Sgt ................... 554 ......... MIA 
Baird, G. P., Jr. Cap .............. 552 ......... KIA 
.Balcom, L. D. T /Sgt ........... .' .. 555 ......... KIA 
Becker, F. J., S/Sgt ................ . 555 .. ....... MIA 
Beeble, R. R., S/Sgt.: ............... 555 ......... MIA 
Benjamin, J. S., 1st. Lt ... .' ........ 554 ......... MIA 
Bergeron, G. C., S/Sgt ............. 554 ......... MIA 
Bernauer, W. L., Cpl ............. 554 ..... · .... KIA 
Beyl, R. N., Sgt ...................... 554 ......... MIA 
Biby, R. H., S/Sgt ................... 553 ......... KIA 

I> Biegelman, E. O., S/Sgt . ....... 552 ......... KIA 
Birmingham, R. J., S/Sgt ..... ~ ... 553 ......... MIA 
Blue, V., 1st Lt ................. : .... 553 ......... KIA 

. Borrell, R. A., 1st Lt ..... : ....... 555 ..... .... KIA 
'- Bradley, W. T., Sgt ............... 555 ......... MIA 
·Bragg, P. W., S/Sgt .............. . 553 ......... KIA 
·\ Brandenberg, J. E., 1st Lt ...... 552 ......... KIA 
...Briggs, F. O., 1st Lt . ................ 553 ......... MIA 
.Brower, W. F., 1st L,t .......•.... 554 ......... MIA · 

·.Bruck, J. M., 2nd Lt ...... ~ ........ 552 .......... KIA 
Brundage, W. A., 2nd Lt .......... 555 ......... MIA 

   Brusman J., S/Sgt . ................ 553 ......... KIA 
.      Burk, D. V., 2nd Lt ... : . . .......... 555 ......... KIA 

Canty, J. H., S/Sgt ................ 555 ......... MIA 
·     Carlquist, D. A., S/Sgt . .' . ........... 554 .... ~ .... MIA 

Carlson, J. M., 1st Lt ............. 554 ......... KIA 
( Clark, H. M., Sgt ................... 553 ......... MIA 

. Cochran, S. W., 1st Lt . ............ 555 ......... MIA 
Coffey, W. J., Jr., 2nd Lt .......... 552 ......... KIA 
Connaday, C. C.. 1st Lt .......... 553 ......... MIA 
Corbin, H. J ., 2nd Lt ................ 552 ......... KIA 
Cox, W. F., Jr., 1st Lt . ............. 552 .........KIA 
Coyle T. P., S/Sgt . .................. 555 ......... MIA 
Cubba, L. J., S/Sgt .. · .............. 554 ......... KIA 
Curtis, R. E., 2nd Lt ................ 553 ......... MIA 
Cuthbertson, J. F., Sgt . ............ 553 ......... KIA 

. . . . . . 
• 

· · · · MIA. or . . . 

Name, Rank    Sqdn          KIA 
Danforth, S. M., 1st Lt . ......•.. 552 ... ·.·.: ... KIA 
Danowitz, S. B., T /Sgt ............ 553 ......... ·.MIA 

' 
Dawson, H. A., Sgt . . .............. 553 ......... MIA . 
Davis, J. E., 2nd Lt . . .............. 553 ... ; ... :. KIA 
Dennon, A. A., Jr., 1st Lt . ........ 554 ......... MIA 
Dilg, J. H., 1st Lt ........ : .......... 555 ......... KIA 
Dorton, J. L., S/Sgt ............ : ... 554 ......... MIA 

I 

Dunn, G. H., Jr., T/Sgt~ ....... ,552 . . ........ KIA 
Ellington, B. W.. S/Sgt ......... 552 ......... KIA 
Ellis, J. T., Sgt ...................... 554 ......... KIA 
Evans, R. D., S/Sgt ................ 553 .......... KIA 
Faith, R. H., T /Sgt ................ 554 ......... MIA 
Faverman, J., 2nd Lt ... ~ ........ ... 555 ........... MIA 
Flinn, W., 1st Lt .......... ........... 555.' ........... KIA 
Graff, D. J., ·S/Sgt ................ 555 ... : ........ KIA 
Guice, T., 2nd Lt, .................. 555 . .,. ~ ..... MIA 

Harr, H. E., Sgt .......................... 553 ........... MIA 
Harris, W. B., T /Sgt ............. 555 ......... MIA 

· Hartman, ·w. M., Jr., S/Sgt ... 552 .......... KIA 
Hazel, R. B., 2nd Lt ................ 554 ....... ' .. MIA 
Hazlett, G. H., Jr., 1st Lt ......... .. 555: ... ..... MIA 
Henry, L. A., T /Sgt ................ 553 ......... MIA 

  Hercker, J. H., Sgt . ................. ~ 554 ......... ,. KIA 
Hicks, W. D., 2nd Lt ............. . 555 .... : ..... KIA 
Higgenbotham, L. C., 1st Lt ...... 553: ......... MIA 

  Higgins, J. C., Jr., 1~1st Lt ....... 552 ......... MIA 
·Hoffman, G. E., Capt .............. 553 ......... MIA 
Hoffman, R. L., 1st Lt ............. 553 ..... : ... KIA 
Holm, R. L., 1st Lt .................. . 555 .. ....... MIA 
Foppe, H., S/Sgt .................... 553 ......... MIA 
Houser, J. L., 2nd Lt ................ 553 ......... MIA 
Hurley, G. M ... 2nd Lt ............ 554 ......... MIA 
Jackson, C. A., 1st Lt ............ . 555 .. ....... MIA 
Jenkins, T. W., 2nd Lt ............. 553 ......... MIA 
Jokns, C. M., S/Sgt ................ 553 .. ~ ....... MIA 
Johnson, E. G., 2nd Lt ............. 555 ......... KIA 
Johnson, G. M., 2nd Lt ....... · ..... 555 .......... MIA 
Kay, F. J., 1st Lt ................... 554 ......... MIA 
Kehn, L. A,, 2nd Lt ................ 553 ......... KIA . 

:, 27 .. 
• 

I 

\ ' 

• 

I 

• 

Adams, W. R., 1st Lt. ................ 552

Allenbrand, J. B., 1st Lt .  554
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.. HONOR- ROLL . . . (continued) 
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I 
• 

, 
• 

MIA or 
' 

MIA or ... 

Name, Rank Sqdn. , KIA Name, Rank · Sqdn. KIA · 
Kelly, D. E., Sgt .... .. ............ 553 ......... KIA Ray, W. C., 1st Lt . . .............. 554 ......... KIA 

Kichen, R., S/Sgt .................. 554.1. ....... MIA Regan, J. J ., 2nd Lt: .............. 552 ......... KIA 
King, H. M.. S/Sgt .................. 555 ......... MIA 
Kirk, L. W., S/Sgt .................. 555 ......... MIA 

Repeta, H., T /Sgt . ................... 555 ......... MIA 
. '  Roberts, R. C., F /0 ... -. . ........ 555 . ......... MIA 

Kondak, S. F., Sgt .................. 555 ......... MIA · Roth, H.J., 2nd Lt .................. 555 ... ~ ..... MIA 
Krump, H. W., T / Sgt ............ 552 ......... KIA  Rudy, J. J .. , Pvt. . ................... 554 ......... KIA 
Kulick, H. W .......... Correspondent ......... KIA , Samuelson, M. L., S/Sgt . ........ 555 ......... KIA 
Land, H. C.. Sgt .................. 553 ....... .. KIA Schoffstall, D. L., S/Sgt ......... 554 ......... KIA 
Larson,   C. V., 1st Lt . ................ 554 ......... KIA Schultz, F. A., 2nd Lt ............ 554 ......... KIA 
Lawson, O. E., S/Sgt . .......... . 554 ........ . MIA 
Lehman, .C. E., S/Sgt ............ 554 ...... : .. MIA 

Shute, J ., 2nd Lt . . .............. ~ .... 553 ......... MIA 
Slustrop, A. ·p., 1st Lt ............ 555 ......... MIA 

Lodge, F. W., Jr ... 2nd Lt ......... 555 ......... KIA Smith, W. A., S/Sgt ............... 554 ......... MIA 
Lopez, A. A:, Jr., T /Sgt ......... 555 ......... MIA 
MacDonald, M. S.. 1st Lt ...... 554 ... ... ... MIA 
Solley, J. H. C., 1st Lt . .............................................................................................. 552 ........... MIA 

Solomon, C. L., T /Sgt ............ 553 ......... KIA 
McCaslin, T. J., S/Sgt . .' .......... 555 ......... MIA Somerville, B. F., Sgt . ............ 555 .........MIA 
McCleskey, D. F., S/Sgt .......... 554 ......... MIA Stetson, L. Pl., 1st Lt ............. 554 ......... MIA 
McCollum, S. D., 2nd Lt ......... 553 ......... KIA Stone, D. F., 2nd Lt . ............... 552 .......... KIA 
McDaniel, R. E., 1st Lt .......... 554 ......... MIA Stonehouse, W. M.. Sgt ... .. .... 555 ......... KIA 
McGonigle, L. R. , S/ Sgt ......... 555 ......... KIA Sumlin, R. F:, Lt . ........................ 553 ......... MIA 
McGrady, H. F. , 2nd Lt ... ... ... 554 . . . .. .... MIA Sundberg, W. A., S/ Sgt .... ~· ... 555 . ........ :.MIA 
Mcintire, M. B., F/O . ............ 554 ......... MIA Swanson, F. E., Sgt .. ......... : ... 554 ......... MIA 
McMullen, R. A., 1st Lt ......... 554 ......... MIA Tanck, D. D., 1st Lt ... , . ........... 554 ......... KIA 
McSweeney, J. J., 2nd Lt ......... 554 ......... MIA Thatcher, O. D., Capt . ........... 555 ......... KIA 
Madison, T. L., T / Sgt .. ........ .. 554 .......... MIA Thornton, C. V.. Major ......... 555 ......... MIA 
Marrin, J. T., 2nd Lt ......... : ..... 555 ......... MIA Tiger, G. H., F/O .................... 553 ......... KIA • 
MarZalek, F., S/Sgt . . .............. 553 ......... MIA Tiller, H. A., 2nd  Lt ............... 554 ......... MIA 
Meldrum, J. W. (Observer) , Trigonides, D. P., 1st Lt . .......... 552 ......... KIA 

'- . Major .... . . 461 AAA AW Bn ......... MIA Turner, E. E., Major ............. 554 ......... KIA 
Melson, W. F., 2nd Lt . ............. 555 ......... MIA 

· Meserow, D ., 1st Lt ............... 555 ......... MIA 
Turner, W. E., S/Sgt ............ 555 ......... MIA 
Upton, T. S.. S/Sgt ........ ~ ...... 552 ......... KIA 

Meyer, W. A .    S/Sgt . ............ 554 ..... .... KIA Van Damme, W. A., S/Sgt ...... 552 ......... MIA 
Miller, C. A., 1st Lt ............... 555 ......... KIA Van Pelt, W. D., 1st Lt ......... 555 ......... KIA 
Miller, U. W., 1st Lt ............ 554 .... .. ... MIA . Vermette, A. J., S/Sgt ............ 552 ......... KIA 
Misner, H. G., Sgt .................. 553 ......... KIA Vogiatzis, G., Sgt .................. 554 ......... KIA - . 
Mitstifer, D. B., F/O . ................ 554 ......... MIA 
Molnar, R. S., 2nd Lt ............ 553 ......... KIA 

Vol pp, S. E., S/Sgt . ............... 553 ......... MIA 
Ward, E. J., T/Sgt ................ 554 ....... .'.MIA 

Morgan, C. H., T / Sgt ... ' ......... 554 .... : .. .. MIA , 
Murray, E. B., S/ Sgt . ............ 554 ......... MIP,. Weiss, D; L., Lt. Col ............ 555 ......... KIA 

Webber, D., J., S/Sgt . . .......... 553 ......... MIA 

Newell , W. R., Sgt ..... : ......... 552 ......... MIA · . White, L. P., Sgt . ...................554 ......... MIA 
Nordland, W. A., 1st Lt ......... 554 ......... MIA . Whitehead, J. E., T /Sgt ......... 552 ......... KIA 
Owen, R. J., Capt ................... 555 ......... MIA Williams, R. D., Capt ............ 553 ......... KIA 
Pardridge, J H., 1st Lt . ............. 554 ... .. ..... MIA Williams, K. I . 2nd Lt ............ 553 ......... KIA 
Park, J. H., S/ Sgt... . ................. 552 ......... MIA Williamson, R. D., Capt ......... 553 ......... KIA 
Parsons, F. L., 1st Lt ............ 552 ......... KIA Woody, J. H., S/Sgt ................ 544 ......... MIA 
Perkins, R. E .• T / Sgt ............. 555 ......... MIA Woolsey, A. R., 2nd Lt ......... 544 ......... KIA 
Perry, J. D. , Lt ... . .................... 55.3 ......... MIA Working, R., Sgt .................. 553 ......... MIA 
Peterson, S. B., S/ Sgt ... ... ..... . 555 ......... . MIA Young, J. P., Jr., S/Sgt ......... 553 ......... MIA 
Powers, C. D., Sgt ..... .. ........ 553 . ......... MIA Zimmerman, G. F., 1st Lt ...... 553 ......... KIA 
Price, T. U., S/Sgt . ................. 555 ......... MIA Zitnyar .. J., S/Sgt ....... : .......... 554 ......... MIA 
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History of thee Group· from-
' 

' . ' Activation 
JI • 

to V-E DAY I 
. 

• • • 

It was on 1 December 1942, almost a year 
after the treachery of Pearl Harbor that the 

I 

386th Bombardment Group (M) was· acti-
vated under the leadership of Lieut. Colonel 
Lester J. Maitland. The organization took place 

• 

at MacDill Field in Tampa, Florida, and was 
activated by III Bomber Command. Not the 

• 
first B- 26 group to be organized but one of 
the first, the personnel of the group was select-
ed from the 21st Bombardment Group, an OTU 
outfit, key personnel being handpicked by Col. 
Maitland himself and First Lieutenant Han.key, 
his  Operations Officer. The four squadrons 
assigned to the group were the 552nd, 553rd, 
554th and 555th Bombardment Squadrons. 

It is interesting to look back at the staff 
as it was in the very beginning in light of the 

J 

many changes that have been made and in 
view of t he few remaining after the comple- 
tion of the war against Germany. Colonel 
Maitland's executive officer was Major E. F. 
Quinn. First adjutant of the group was Lieu-

tenant Little who  later became executive offi- 
cer of the 553rd squadron. Shortly thereafter 
Lieutenant George Dougherty took over the 

functions of adjutant having served under 
Colonel Maitland in the Phillipines.- s- 2 was 
Major J. I. Mellen, 'S- 3 Lieutenant H. G. 
Hankey, s- 4 Lieutenant Marion B. Smith. 
Colonel Maitland' s Engineering, Staff was head-
ed by Captain Carruth. Group  Navigator and 
Bombardier were Lieutenants Raper and Econ-. 
omidis. Lieutenant Levin headed Group Com-
munications and Captain Saar was the Group 
Surgeon. For Squadron Commanders Colonel 
Maitland placed Lieutenant T. G. Corbin in 

j 

command of the 552nd Squadron, Captain F. 
W. Harris in command of the 553rd .Squadron, . 
. .. 

' 

I .. 
. . . l • 

• 
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Captain . T. I. Ramsay in command of the 
554th Squadron,  Captain S. R. Beatty in com-
mand of the 555th. The squadron adjutant jobs 
were held by Lieutenant Downs in the 552nd 
Bomb Squadron, Lieutenant Little in the 
553rd, Lieutenant Wolfert in the 554th, · and. 
Lieutenant Lowe in the 555th Squadron. Lieu-
tenant George Howard was a co-pilot in the 
552nd Squadron. Flight Officer Lambert, who 
had been recent ly commissioned from a staff 
sergeant pilot, was a pilot in the same squad-
ron. Lieutenant Friedman, Lieutenant Zoellner, 
Lieutenant Weicherz and Lieutenant Warren, 
a ll names to become well known in their var-. 
ious squadrons and in the group were newly 
commissioned from Miami OCS and were

I 

performing such tasks as personnel ·and supply 
in their various squadrons. Lieutenant Haire 
and Lieutenant  Hogg were assistant intelli- 
gence officers in the 552nd Squadron and Lieu-
tenants Jaffe and Moore in the 553rd and 554th 
Squadrons respectfully. Lt, · Reefe was statist-
ical officer in the 555th Squadron and Lieuten-
ant McDevitt was statistical officer in the 
553rd. Lieutenant Maletic was group armanent · 

• 
officer and Lieutenant Miller headed the Ord-
nance section of the 553rd Squadron. 

" 
Group Spirit 

Having lived and trained together in the 
21st Group, the 386th got off to a quick start 
with a spirit of. inter-squadron friendliness and 
cooperation that was to characterize the de-
velopment of the group through its training and 
throughout its operational history in the war 
against Germany. Enlisted personnel came to 
the group from all parts of the country,  from 
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all types of units and with all .kinds of records 
of service. They quickly captured the spirit 
and feeling in the group and it was not long 
before the entire organization had developed 
a character which made it almost apparent that 
a man either belonged or did not belong to the 
386th. : , . . . ' .. .. . ... . . . .. 

The training program at MacDill did not 
differ a great deal from that to which all per
sonnel had become accustomed in OTU  and 
air crews were flying night and day. Ground
crews were kept busy keeping planes· flying. 

• Headquarters and orderly room personnel were 
kept  busy unsnarling the vast personnel prob-
lems, selling bonds and insurance and· feeling 
out their commanding officers. It soon became 
apparent that there was a lot of fun to be had 
by all concerned but that there was a lot of 

• 

work to be done also and that theirs was a 
commanding officer who demanded that the 
work be done but who wanted his men to have 
all the fun it was possible to allow. 

Barracks life at MacDill was not a great 
deal different from barracks life anywhere. 
Conditions were a little better than some of 
the conditions in which the men were later to 
find themselves and a little worse than some. 
Passes to Tampa were allowed but restrictions 
were many and the MP' s tough. All personnel 
who did not have ·. special permission to be of f 
the base over night were required to be back 
on the base at eleven o'clock. It took a pretty 
ingenious man to beat the system although 
many. an officer and enlisted mam found that 
he could fit, not very comfortably,  butt ade-
quately, in the trunk compartment .of the cars 
of the very few  who were allowed access to 
the base after the curfew hours. . . . 

Club and recreational facilities were very 
adequate. The officers'  club, although very 
crowded, was very elaborate and its mess 
considered good. The enlisted men had their 
own enlisted clubs which were also very 
crowded, but mostly personnel of the group 
did their effective operating in the vicinity of 
Tampa at such well known haunts as . the 
Tampa Terrace, Flamingo Room, Columbia 
Restaurant and Larry Ford's .. 

• 

· Cross Countries · 
Flying personnel escaped the tedium of 

the training schedule with occasional cross 
country's upon returning from which they ~ 
rounded out their training as true members of 
the Army Air Corps by learning to lie like 

\ 

• 

• 
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veterans. Stories of cross country's occupied
fully 60 percent of the leisure time of the air 
crews, the other 40 percent was divided be-
tween playing cards, sleeping and eating. 

The six weeks of the first phase of over
seas ·training was  completed on schedule and 
with a good record and. group was alerted. to 
move from Tampa to Lake Charles, Louisiana,· 
where it was to go through its second and 
third phases of training. Rumors of· what con-
ditions were going to be  like in Lake Charles 
were of course numerous. Most of the person-
nel had been in the Tampa vicinity for some 
months and naturally had grown roots and as 
is always the case in the Army, no one likes 
to move from where he is, as bad as it might 
be, for fear the next place is going to be so 
much worse. The advance publicity that Lake 
Charles got originating from the better latrines 
was very poor publicity indeed. No one want-
ed to go but of course no one could do any
thing about it. Just two months after the group 
was organized the planes took off and the 
ground crews entrained for Lake Charles. 

Lake Charles did not turn out as badly 
as had been predicted. It had been an ad
vanced flying training base and although it 
was much smaller and did not have nearly the 
same facilities as MacDill Field had had, it 

• 

was a clean comfortable field and it did not 
take very long before the group felt pretty 
much  at home at it. It was situated on the 
,main highway ·a·bout four miles west of the 

town of Lake Charles which The group dis-~ 
covered to be a pleasant, hospitable southern 
town in which it was not difficult to make 
friends. • 

. .- 
• 

F 

Training Schedules • 

Training was the big thing at Lake 
Charles and everybody was knocking them- 
selves out making and remaking the training 
schedules. The training was being done by 
squadrons under the direction of Group Op-
erations and Group Intelligence. Each squad-
ron had its own ready room in which the 
intelligence offices were set up. The building 
was a beehive of activity at all times . 

The training program was like all train
ing programs in that the group trained for 
tactics it was never to use. Some of the 
training was done under group auspices 
using squadron officers to give talks to air 
crews of the entire group. These were held 
in the post theater, which was a very nice 
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little theater but its wooden seats were no 
softer than wooden seats ever are. Such 
classes as Aircraft Recognition, Naval Vessel 
Recognition, First Aid, Geography, Map Read-
ing. what little was known about communica- 
tions and what little was known about evasion 
and escape were given. Everyone was, of 
course, green and inexperienced and only 
once or twice were these training classes con
ducted by combat experienced personnel. They 
received very good attention indeed since they 
stood out so strongly against the inexperienced
instructors of the group's inexperienced staff. 

Engineeringly speaking the men on . the 
line kept busy keeping the planes flying. The 
program was ambitious and Lieutenant Hankey 

with the backing of Colonel Maitland drove 
the crews hard. Over the training period more 
than 8000 hours were logged in the air with 

only one accident to mar the record. The acci- 
dent was a mishap experienced by Lieutenant 
Ben Ostlind with Lieutenant Gene Blackwelder 
as his co-pilot. They were going out to test a 
low level bomb sight they had been working 
on. · One engine cut out and the plane was 

too low to do anything but bring it in on its 
belly in the swamp with its bomb bay doors 

open. -. 
. ... . .. 

step.ping Out .. ~ . • 

·. ·: It wasn't all work at Lake Charles how
' ever  as it never has been all work with the 

386th. Somehow members of the 386th always 
have managed to get around. Here at Lake
Charles it . was no different. In a town that 

was pleasant and free of strict MP' s the group
blossomed forth minus the disapproving eye of0

the strong right arm of the law. Such spots 
as The Palms, Bat Ghormley's, Blackstone

Cafe, Charleston Hotel, Walgreen’s.  The
Green Frog and the Avalon were favored 

with the group's patronage. The latter two and 
a few others alongside the road on the way 
to town provided wonderful steaks at, of 

course exorbitant prices and had adequately 
stocked bars, a feature which never drove a 
member  of the 386th away from a restaurant's 
doors. 

The girls were plentiful, beautiful an d 
friendly. Most of the men think of Lake 

I 

Charles as a good army town because of the 
hh1hospitality they received there. Possibly it was 

a case of coming events casting their shadows 
before them for even though the group was
there a relatively short time Chaplain Odor 
kept himself pretty busy tying marital knots. 
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Housing was a pretty tough problem. Offi
cers and men who had brought , their -.wives 
with them from Tam pa and those who ·acquir
ed wives while in Lake  Charles had difficulty 
finding suitable accommodations in town. . In 
many cases the hospitable towns-folk.· took in 
members of the group and treated them as 
one of their own family until the group left. 

As the second phase of training neared 
completion there were many inspections of all 

kinds-of airplanes and training records of 
personnel records, show-down inspections, dental

inspections and physical inspections. It began 
to be apparent that the War Department was 
going to find a use for the 386th in an over-
seas theater. Rumors were running rife. 
Guesses on the date for overseas departure 
constituted an important part of every bull 
session. At about this time the 344th Bomb 
Group, whose commanding officer was Colonel . 
John Hilger of the Tokyo raid fame, arrived 
on the base for the purpose of participating 
in the Louisiana Maneuvers and with this 
group came Lieutenant Jewell C. Maxwell who 
was one of the 344th 's squadron commanders. 

Having done well in the various inspec-
tions and having been proclaimed nearly ready 

for combat the 386th became the Blue. Air 
Force in the Louisiana Maneuvers then in 

. . . . .. 
• • n ... 
. . . .. .. ., . 

1 Silver Star. . 
HUGO A. HYWARI, S/Sgt., :552nd -

Bombardment Squadron - For gallantry =· 

in action while participating in aerial op- · 
  erations against the enemy on 14 January 

1944. While participating in an attack .. 
upon heavily defended enemy installa-
tions in occupied Europe, the aircraft in 
which S/Sgt. Hywari was serving as 
Engineer-Gunner was repeatedly hit by 
anti- aircraft fire which severely wounded 
the Tail Gunner, painfully wounded the 
waist gunner in the right hand, and 
shattering S/Sgt. Hywari's top turret, in-. 
jured him in the face and right eye.Al-
though suffering severe pain from his 
wounds, S/Sgt. Hywari realizing the 
weakened defence of the plane occasioned 
by the injuries to the other gunners, re- 
mained gallantly at his gun position, ref us- 
ing medical attention until the plane was 
clear of enemy territory. His brave action 
brings great credit both to himself and to 
the Army Air Forces. . 
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progress. Since this was the nearest thing to 
simulating actual combat conditions interest 
ran high. Briefings were held in the large hall 
of the headquarters building and s- 2 and s-3 
personnel busied themselves with intricate mys-
terious code devices for locating targets. 

First Lieutenant Ray Sanford and Second 
Lieutenant Tom Haire were dispatched on DS 
to the 2nd Air Support Command as Liaison 
between the group and the Armies in the man
euvers. 

. 
The part the 386th played in the maneu-

vers was not a great one mainly for\ two 
reasons. For the first two weeks comm uni
cations were not working and secondly just as 
these difficulties were being ironed out the 
alert orders for the overseas movement reach
ed the group which began to nail the lids on 
its cases and pack its <<A>> and <<B>> bags 
which were packed and unpacked for one in
spection after another no less, some of the men 
will swear, than sixteen times. 

Security 
: · Security talks were given to all personnel 

and a security silence clamped down. None-the-
less for the latest information on when the 
group was to leave and what its probable des
tination was, everyone in the group admitted 
that the straightest dope could be gotten at 
Walgreens. Certainly most of the Walgreen 
predictions came true. 

· The complete air echelon left 27 April
1943 by train. It was probably the first time the 
group as a whole realized that it had become 

as one large family. Most of the ground pers
onnel certainly wished it could have gone 

· along with the air echelon and it left those 
, staying behind with an, empty feeling of hav- 

1 ing nothing to do. There was speculation as . . 
to whether the air and ground echelons would
ever get together again and whether or not the 
group would ever see its equipment again. 

It wasn't long however that those left be-, 
hind were kept waiting. On 8 May 1943 the 
two troop trains that were to take the group 
to Camp Kilmer backed into the sidings and 
with the post band playing, t:he group div

~ ided into two parts and boarded the trains. 
Captain Christian and Captain McKinney 

    were the two train commanders. It so happen- 
     ed that the sidings had not been used by any; 

thing heavier than a few empty flat cars in 
some years and it is distinctly remembered by 
a large percentage of the group that it took 

• I 

' 

six hours to go the first twelve miles until 
the train eventually reached the main road bed. 

Camp Kilmer '· · ,. ' i 
, ' 

There is probably not · a lot of difference 

\ 

between ports of embarkation but since fate 
decreed that the 386th was to be processed by 
and to pass through Camp Kilmer, this camp 
constitutes the group's impression of a port ,of 
embarkation and by and large it is not· a very I • 

favorable impression .   Everything that  had al-
ready been done in preparation for going to a 
port of embarkation, of course, had to  be done
all over again. Clothing was issued and taken
away and reissued and taken away again ..The 
men practiced getting aboard ship and they 
had a landlubber's version of «abandon ship>> . ' 

procedure. Censorship of mail started which 
was a new experience for both the enlisted 
men who wrote the letters and for the officers 
who had to read, them. The only bright, spot
in the entire period of the stay at Camp Kil-
mer were the relatively few occasions upon 
which the men were     allowed an evening pass 
to New York City which was some forty
miles away. For those who lived in New York 
and New Jersey it was a real break and many
of the members of the group had a few last 
evenings at home with their families. For the 
most part, however men of the group were 
seeing New York for the first time ~ and it 
would shock the average New Yorker to have 
heard the description of New York as related 
by these men after their two or possibly three 
visits to the Great White Way. · · 

Camp Kilmer is no different from any 
other Army post in that its latrines were 
sources of just as good rumors as c a n be 
found on any Army post. The rumors here 
were mainly along the lines that the group was 
destined to be there two or three months while
the War Department made up  its mind 
whether it would send it to England or the 
Pacific. Fortunately if a decision was to have
been made it was made in the direction of 
moving the group out some two weeks after
we~k~·. ~~ its arrival. · The group entrained again loaded 

down with field packs, wearing steel helmets, 
carrying its heavy <<A >> bags and its Gar-
bin es. . The officers were carrying a wide as-

sortment of miscellaneous baggage most ·. of 
which, before very long they wished they had
left behind. The train carried the group to 
Hoboken, New Jersey, where it was to board 
a ferry to carry it across the Hudson River 
to Pier 79 where the Queen Elizabeth docked. 

I 
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Typical Targets. 

Marshalling Yards 
(St. Wendel) 

Bridges · 
(Maison La Fitte) 

• • 

• 

• 
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Storage Dumps 
(Foret D'Ecouve) 

Coastal Guns 
(Brest} 

'. \ 
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Rocket Sites 
(Sottevast) 
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·      A band played military marches as the 
thousands of men who were to board the 
transport waited on the crowded dock. The 
men kept themselves pre- occupied trying to re
member the newly assigned secret code num-
bers and letters designating each unit and the 
numbers in chalk on their helmets. Most of 
the men were at this stage pretty homesick, 
bewildered, sore at being pushed around and 
ready for anything except a duplication of 

'1 Camp Kilmer. 

-

.. 
·Good Queen Liz 

The group was at this time under the 
command of Captain Christian who was the 
senior ground officer and who was at the time 
the s-2 officer of the 553rd Squadron. At the 
time, it is probably safe to say, there was not 
a man aboard the Queen Elizabeth who would 
want ever to be reminded of the trip. After 
the first expressions of amazement at the size 

• of the Queen Elizabeth and after the recovery 
from their first interest and bewilderment it 
became quickly apparent that the trip across 
the ocean was not as advertised in the Cunard 
Star Line's four colored advertisements in the 
country's best magazines. Sardines in a can 
had at least elbow room which is more than 
the members of the 386th Bomb Group had 
in the quarters assigned to them. Men were 
allowed to sleep in bunks only every other 
night. On the odd nights they slept in the halls 
or out on the enclosed I decks. They could not 
sleep out on the open decks which most of 
the men would have preferred because there 
was a ship regulation against that. There were 
fire drills and boat drills it seemed incessantly. 
Actually there was only one a day but when-
ever a man was not scrambling up and down 
the stairs he was standing in a chow line, 
which was a full city block long, for one of 
the two meals of the day. By the time the man 
reached  the mess line he had forgotten . . 
whether   he was there for the first or the sec-
ond meal. The rest and comfort so widely ad- 

\ . 

vertised I by the steamship companies was 
noticeable only by its absence. Men were
stacked in some cases five high and that was 
every other night. On the odd nights they 
were stacked just one high but two inches 
separated from the next man and on the hard 
steel floor. 

When it came to the officers rank had 
its privileges. In a small single stateroom if 
it was to be occupied by second lieutenants 

• 
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Commendation 

After Group's attack, 14 June 1944, on 
Road Junctions in town of Flers, from 
Commanding General, IX Bomber Com- 
mand: 

<<Overall assessment shows IX Bomb
ber Command's bombing on 14 June to 
be the best it has ever done. Your bomb-
ing at Flers............ was excellent and did 
much to raise the average. I congratu-
late and commend you not only for your 
performance on this occasion but  for the 
consistently good results you are obtain-
ing. • 

' ANDERSON 

only eighteen officers were assigned to the 
room. Anyway you sliced it it was rough; 
it was crowd·ed and it was not a good trip. 

It was taken pretty well - - surprisingly 
well - - by all concerned. With all the regi
mentation, with all the confusion, with all the 
crowding, the men of the group showed good 
spirits. Remarkably few of them showed 
the irritation that any normal American would
have definitely shown under any other cir
cumstances but the circumstances of going 
overseas to where the group  could get on with 
the work it was trained for and the men could 
get on with the work for which they entered 
the Army. 

The Queen Elizabeth was a fast ship 
which proceeded without escort although be-
cause it did so it had to sail an evasive course. 
Each twenty minutes there was a violent 
change in course which heeled the ship well 
over to its side to foil any enemy submarines 1 

which were sailing an intercepting course. The 
Queen Elizabeth· was no different from an 
army base - - in fact it really was a colossal 
army base and judging by the personnel one 
could almost say an army air base for most 
of the personnel were Air Corps and those 
who were not belonged to units servicing the 
Air Corps. All the ship lacked were air crews 
and aircraft. 

Rich Men Poor Men 
For entertainment there was very little. 

There was the public address system which 
gave the news and which issued those orders. 
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that sent personnel from the bottom-most decks 
of the ship to the very top scrambling from 
one drill to another or from one meal to an- 
other. After dark none of the personnel could 
go out on deck and the ship was completely 
blacked out. But where the ship could provide 
no organized entertainment the officers and 
men managed pretty well, if not to entertain 
themselves certainly to fill up their time. 
Gambling, mainly of course poker and craps, 
attracted the large numbers and fortunes were 
made and lost overnight. The men who were 
lucky on the last night of the trip probably 
carried off 80 percent of all the money that 
boarded the ship. Private Morris Coopersmith 
had at one time about 75 percent of all the 
money on <<B>> deck. As far as it is known 
the only man in the group who financially 
bettered himself as the result of the Crossing 
was Coco who was one of the fortunate ones , 

c the  men of the group loaded down with full 
packs, helmets, <<A>> Bags and arms. Arrival 
of the lighters was greeted by a Scottish band 
and was the most enthusiastic reception that 
most of the men in the group had received 
since they had been in the army. They were 
a proud group· as they stepped out of the 
lighters  onto the dock and were served dough- 
nuts and coffee by smiling Scottish girls work
ing for the American Red Cross. The regi-
mentation and pushing around continued, for 
the men could not break ranks. They marched 

• 
along the station platform which backed right , 
onto the dock and filed into .the queer little 

•  

compartments in the queer little railway car-
riages of the queer little English train. The 
people of Scotland seemed glad to see the 
group for though there was little they could 
do, they did everything they could. 

· to have his _streak come during the last part 
of the trip. 

As all trains will, this train eventually 
pulled out, not noisily, not quickly as Amer
ican trains would, but quietly and slowly in ' 
the early evening. To most men it was as-
tounding how light it still remained in spite 

 

The first contact with the continent oc-
cured after the Queen Elizabeth was some 
three days out of New York when through 
the fog and low overcast could occasionally 
be seen an RAF Costal Command B-24 under 
whose watch the boat proceeded. It was re
lieved by other RAF Coastal Command Lib
era tors until the ship came in sight of land. 
First sight of land came early the morning of 
June first, off the starboard bow. The land 
was Northern Ireland and to mast of those on 
deck it was a real thrill.· As the Queen Eliza-
beth entered the channel into the Irish Sea and 
proceeded up the Firth of Clyde to Gourock, 
men of the group, and in fact all the men on 
the ship, stood · three and four deep by the 
rails looking at and commenting on the land 
upon which they were soon to debark. The 
harbor of Gourock, not far from Glasgow, is 
deep into the Firth of Clyde and was at the 
time a very busy harbor. There were naval 
vessels of all types including escort carriers (i 
and destroyers. Harbor craft flying the British 
Ensign were hurrying to and fro. A great 
many of the craft were manned by WRENS 
of the British ·Naval Service who needless to 
say  drew an appropriate volume of whistling 
from the representatives of the 386th. 

' 
Invasion of England 

1 

The problem of debarking more than 
20,000 officers and men was a great one and 
was done in lighters which plodded back and 
forth between the ship and the docks carrying-
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of the fact it was nearly .nine o'clock and as 
it grew later the fact that it continued to re
main light was still more astounding. The 
group, of course, had no way of knowing 
about British Double Summertime. 

The destination of the group was still 
unknown to all but probably the train com- · 
mander and he, even though he might have 
known the name of the destination, probably· 
did not know its geographical location in the 
British Isles. Though all concerned were tired 
from the long day of debarking  all remained
awake in their compartments looking out the 
train windows at the interesting new country-
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General. Eisenhower looks over 

equipment display. 
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side until nearly midnight at which time they had any idea where Lancaster or York was in 
dozed, probably dreaming nice dreams of      the British Isles and almost none having any 
home, of Scotland and wondering what Eng-     idea where the train was headed. Eventually 
land was like. .4 it became apparent the train must be nearing 

Morning found the train running at a · its destination for it left the main lines and 
good pace through big towns and small vil- was off on a single track road through lovely 
lages and stopping very seldom. Stops were country which was greener even than' the rich 
made in the stations at Lancaster and at York  green that everyone noticed when they first 
at both of which places volunteer English   saw English soil. It was mid- afternoon. when 
women gave out cakes and coffee - -  the ·    the train pulled to a stop at a very small 
coffee being of· English variety and much of it    Station and the word quickly passed through 
was   secretly but quickly dumped out the win- the cars “This is it." On the platform. were 
dowS on the offside of the train. At this stage  a few RAF officers and a few American offi- 
of the game the bewilderment of most mem- cers and enlisted men two of whom were 
bers of the group had returned, and very few recognized as Major Mellen and Lieutenant 

. . 

Silver Star 

Levin who had constituted part of the group’ s 
advanced party. The group was together 
again! 

• 

WILLIAM H. NORRIS, S/ Sgt., 553rd 
\: Snetterton Heath \ I . .. . tft .. , .. \ . ., 

' I Bombardment Squadron - For gallantry 
in action while participating in aerial op-
erations against the enemy on 29 Novem
ber 1943. During the bombing run over an 
objective in enemy occupied Europe, the · 
B- 26 type aircraft in which S/Sgt. Norris 
was serving as tail gunner was struck by 

Piling out of the railway carriage,s the
men lined up in formation and were .marched 
off across the tracks down a small narrow 

. country road in the direction of what was to 

a heavy concentration of flak which de- ~ 
stroyed the hydraulic system and one tail . 
gun, and crippled the right engine immed
iately afterwards the plane was attacked 

. be the group's next home. 
' . . 

~The first thing of a military nature to 
strike the eye was a camouflaged Nissen hut 
which can best be described as a corrugated

'tin affair resembling the upper 3-4 of a beer
barrel lying on its side., The only windows 
were at either end, the ends being made of by six enemy fighter craft which shattered 

the top turret, disabled the rudder., and 
incapacitated the waist gunner. With ~ 
top- turret gunner firing blind through lack ". ~· 
of visibility and with the waist · guns un- , 
manned, S/Sgt. Norris, firing his remain- 
ing tail gun, shot down one fighter that 
was attacking the crippled aircraft from 
the rear. As the aircraft with rudder dam-
maged lurched downward, S/Sgt. Norris 
was violently thrown into the waist of the 
plane, where, seizing the gun, he warded 
off two fighters maneuvering for position. 
Then, returning to his tail gun, he success
fully shot down another enemy fighter, 
and, alternately firing the tail and waist 
guns, he kept the remaining aircraft out of 
effective range until fighter c o v er was 
reached,  By his almost single-handed de-
fence of the airplane, Sergeant Norris was 
directly responsible for the safe return of 
the aircraft and the· crew. His heroic ac- 
tion and gallant  devotion to duty reflect 
the highest credit upon himself and the 

• 

. brick and in some cases wood. The group was 

Armed Forces. -
• \ 

I 
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to see many of these before it left England 
and almost everyone in the group was to live 
in one of them and work in one of them for 
the duration of his stay in Britain. 
' The one thing that impressed all of the 
men was how relatively few huts there seem- 
ed  to be and this they later learned was due 
to the wide dispersal used in the laying out 
of air fields in England, one of the precau-
tions against enemy air attacks. It was obv- 
ious that the squadrons were going to be 
widely dispersed and that there were going 
to be great distances to be travelled from the 
living  sites, to the working sites and to the 
line. 

f 

The field at Snetterton Heath was nearly 
completed and had been finished even to the 

extent that the grass which had been planted 
in the areas of excavation had come up and 
there was the feeling  that here was a base in 

which the 386th could certainly be comfort- 
able. The apparent comforts and the pleasant 

setting came as a surprise. It was not at all 
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as everyone had pictured an overseas camp 
would be. 

Rationing 
• 

· It was here that members . of the group 
first tusseled with the problem of English 
money and the English government came in . 
for a great deal of criticism for having devised 
so complicated a system of currency that it 
required a scholar in higher mathematics to 
figure out how much in good old American 
dollars he was being paid. It was here also 
that the group got its first taste of rationing. 
Cigarettes, cigars, candy, tobacco and match- 
es were rationed on a weekly basis and each 
m·ember of the group was issued a card and 
could only get his weekly rations by present-

\ 

ing his card to be punched. The ration for 
the week of the group's arrival was   seven 
packages of cigarettes or fourteen cigars and 
two bars of candy. 

It was also discovered that Colonel Mait-
land was to be not only Group Commander 
but Station Commander in charge of the en
tire post which began speculation as to what 
this might mean for the individual members 
of the group. 

Rumors were no less frequent than at any 
of the other bases at which the group had 
been stationed and the only difference was 
that most of the rumors were of a more ser-
ious character. It had leaked out that the 
322nd Group during the first part of the 
month of May had had two disastrous mis
sions. Lacking the true facts the rumors were 
wild in the extreme. It was heard, presum-
ably straight from the 322nd Group, that that 
Group had dispatched ten aircraft on a mis
sion and that none of them had returned. This 

, . 
. 
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• 

• 

Gen. Eaker with Col. Maitland after talking 
to air crews · prior to going into operation. 
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turned out to be the case but ·since there was . . 
a security blackout on any of the details rum-
ors spread and grew more fantastic. The mor
ale of the newly arrived air crews took a 
sharp nose dive. 

One of the first things the men were very 
quick to notice was a complete absence of 
MP' s. The tremendous size of the base and 

I 

the fact that only certain parts of it were 
fenced in with coiled barbed wire made the 
restriction which had been imposed a restric
tion in name only. The more venturesome 
members of the group went off the base the 
very first night they arrived. Some of them 
managed to find a country dance and some 
even managed to get as far as Norwich, sev
enteen miles to the north-east ·and the follow-
ing day the tales about the English girls 
spread like wildfire throughout the group. 
They were wonderful; they were terrible; they 
were beautiful; they were ugly; they were 
hospitable; they were cold. It just depended 
on who was telling the story and where he 
had managed to sneak off the night before. 

Rumors and Facts 
From members of the advanced party 

stories of London and of other of the big 
towns, of the RAF and of the few American 
heavy groups who had already been in Eng
land for some months, started to spread 
through the group. This was somewhat of a 
different story, a story of admiration for the 
English people for the way they were geared 
for war, for the way they had withstood the 
blitz, for the way they were  cooperating in 
helping the Americans set up. There were still 
few enough Americans in England at that time 

• 
that Americans were an oddity and had little 
trouble getting to meet the English people. , 

Generals Eisenhower, Brereton and Thatcher 
inspect a bomb bay. -

• 
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. Rolling Stones 
The prospects looked good. The group 

was comfortably situated on a large country 
estate. There was no mud, grass was green, 
and the weather was fine. The men of the 
group kept saying to each other that this was 
too good to be true. It was too good to be 

_, .. true for within a week orders came to move · 
and exactly one week after the group arrived 
it departed for its next station further south 
in East Anglia. / · -

This move which was the result of a 
reorganization within the Eighth Air Force 
was made in order that the three wings of · 
heavy bombers and the one wing of 1 medium
bombers could be separated for purposes of 

better operation. After the first raids by the 
   322nd Bomb Group it had . become apparent 

• 

. the medium bombers presented problems not 
encountered in the operation of heavy bomb
ers and it was about this time that the Third 

\ 

Bombardment Wing with its three bombard-
ment groups was transferred to VIII Air Sup-
port Command. 

• 

The trip itself from Snetterton Heath to 
'.;Boxted, which was the name of the new base, 

was not a long one and for a change during 
a group move it did not rain. It was hot how-

• 

ever, when the train pulled into Dedham Sta-
. \ 

tion and the men had to march under the 
broiling sun from the station to the new base. 
It was apparent upon arrival that this was 
really a new base for it was not completed 
to  anywhere near the degree that Snetterton 
Heath  had been. Although there were many 
of the now familiar Nissen huts, there were 
many more huts and buildings still under con-
struction. There was more dirt and mud lying 
about and less of the nice green rolling fields 
that had made Snetterton Heath such. a pleas-

• 

ant setting.  '• 

The group settled down quickly however, 
and almost immediately upon its arrival the 
remaining air crews which had travelled the 
northern route via Newfoundland, Iceland and 
Scotland arrived. The group had been told 
that this was to be its base for some time. • . -

Letters Home I \ 

. ... ... ' 

· · Visiting Officers from .higher headquarters 
came down to deliver security talks. ~ No one 
was allowed to leave the field until he had 
'attended this lecture. Letters home for the
next month said little more than <<We have 
arrived and are now based somewhere in Eng-
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. · Distinguished Service Cross 

WILMA T. CALDWELL, Jr., Second 
Lieutenant, Air Corps, United States 
Army. - For exceptionally meritorious 
heroism while participating in a medium 
bombardment mission over enemy occupi-
ed Europe, 22 August 1943. Shortly after 
the completion of the bombing run, the 

1 air plane piloted by 'Lieutenant Caldwell 
was attacked by an enemy fighter, which 
resulted in an engine being damaged, and 
a fire, which involved the fuel tanks, be

ing started in the bomb bay. Faced with 
the imminent destruction of his crippled 
and almost unmanageable plane, subjected to 
the intense heat of the growing fire, and 

in spite of radio warnings from other 
pilots in his formation, Lieutenant Cald
well chose to remain at the controls of 

his ship, keeping it in a controlled glide 
in order to give his crew an opportunity 
to escape. After the fourth man had para-

chuted to safety, the plane exploded in 
midair. The gallantry displayed by Lieu- 
tenant Caldwell in sacrificing his life for 

his comrades is in keeping with the finest 
traditions of the United States Army. 

land. I am well: >> 
Colonel Maitland, Captain Hankey and 

Lieutenants Raper and Economidis attended 
frequent meetings with operations staffs of the 
other groups at Third Wing Headquarters 
which had moved from Elvedon Hall to Marks 
Hall some ten miles to the west of the · new 
base, for the purpose of discussing how the 
medium bombers were going to be  employed. 
None of the groups were operating pending 
the decision arrived at as the result of these 
meetings but a training program was instituted 
to  acquaint air crews with the Allied and en-
emy operational planes which might be en-
countered over the continent. There were also 
many classes in British Flying Control  Pro- 
cedures, Air-Sea Rescue, Escape and Evasion, 
Flak and Evasive Action, German · Fighter 
Tactics and even the use of oxygen. The in- 
telligence section began to gather, mainly 
from Air Ministry sources through Third 
Wing, colossal amounts of target material, 
large numbers of maps of all scales and num
erous bits of mimeograph dope on the enemy. 
It began to set up its situation room which 
was located in the headquarters area just a 
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few paces away from operations and only 50 
yards from the headquarters building itself. 
The sign on the door restricted admittance to

Colonel Maitland, Major Quinn, Captain 
~ Hankey and intelligence personnel. Even 
{ · squadron commanders were not permitted to 
· enter. l 

.{ 

I Eventually word came down that . the 
1 323rd Bomb Group was to go on its first mis
~ sion on July 16th. It would be a great under-
· statement to say that news of how the 323rd 

faired on its first mission was eagerly awaited. 
Rumors spread before the news came in. Ru- 

· mor had it that they lost as many as four 
~ or five planes. Actually the news was good. 

They had attacked a marshalling yard at Ab
beville and while they encountered flak they 
had not in fact lost any planes and had met no 

.. fighters. . 

' , 

~ Diversions 
I 

• 

A few days later they went out again, 
this time with the 322nd and the 386th flying 
a diversion mission to points over ·the channel 

- for purposes of confusing enemy radar. Again 
to the astonishment of members of the group 
all of the 323rd planes returned. The group 

I 

.: .. 

flew four diversion raids before it actually
went into operations. This was the crews' very 
first experience with briefings and interroga-
tions. At briefings they were told little more 
than the navigational d a t a they needed to 
know 'for flying over the channel and at in- 
terrogations there was little to tell for most of 
the time had been out over water. Knowing 
little of what would be the anticipated reac- 
tion of the German Air Force to the Maraud- 
ers new activities in ·the ETO and feeling
that Herr Goering would make every effort 
to squash the enthusiasm of the newly arrived 
medium groups, a heavy reaction by the Ger ... 
man Air Force was expected. The group's 
gunners were probably never more alert than 
they were on these first diversion missions. 

On the fourth of these diversions the 
• 

322nd joined the 323rd and got their feet wet. 
for the first time in a real medium level bomb 
operation. It was obvious that it was just a 
matter of days before the 386th would go out 
on its first mission. The tension was high. Al ... 
though the talks on ditching procedure, air .... sea 
.rescue and . escape served to bring a certain . . 
amount of reality to t h e training program 
most ·of the air crews wanted to . be on the 
first loading list. . 

• 
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Night of July 29th 
I 

\ 

On the night of July 29,1943, came the 
group's first field order, teletyped paragraphs 
of instructions that took the combined efforts 
of the entire operations and intelligence staffs 
to fathom. Looking  back on that evening it 
is interesting and even amusing to remember
the confusion and effort that went into the 
preparations for that mission. The inexperienc- 
ed intelligence and operations staff of the 
group were alerted in their entirety. Some ·, 

• 

eight officers and at least twelve enlisted men 
f 

in the intelligence section had some part in 
the preparation of that one mission. The op- ~: 1 

erations office was a beehive  of activity with
all hands present and beavering about, The 
intricacies of working backward from the zero 

f I ' 

hour to a time at which to awaken the crews, .. 
to a time to feed the crews, to. a time at which 
to get the crews to briefing, to a time at which 
to start engines, to a time at which to take 
off, to a time at which to complete making the 
formation over the field, to a time at which 
to leave the field in formation and finally to 
a time at which to rendezvous with the fight-
ers, had the operations staff tied up for most 
of the night. Everyone in the section was re- 
figuring everyone else's work. The situation in 

l 

the S-2 block was no better. Officers were 
running back and forth between the situation , 
room and the file room picking up maps of all 
scales and of many more areas than were · .:. 
needed. Photographs were procured from any : 
source possible. Landfall pictures fifty miles on 
either side of the proposed landfall were pulled '·· 

• • 

~out and  displayed on the wall of the situa- :. ~":_ 
tion room. Visitors from Third Wing, not very 
experienced themselves, came down in the . 
middle of the night with one or two photo- ' 
graphs which, since they were the only ones 
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~; · Crews leave briefing and take trucks to 
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their planes. 
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Final. inspection and parade at Lake Charles 
to leaving for overseas. • prior 
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Brigadier General Sanders decorates group 
standard at presentation of Unit Citation. 
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Brigadier 
gratulates 

• • 

I . 

, 

Group’s aircraft lined up on the line at 
        Lake Charles upon completion of overseas 
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General. Sanders con-
Colonel Corbin upon 

award of Silver Star and Croix 
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in the entire command, could not be left with 
the group and therefore the lead bombardier 
and the navigator, Lieutenant Dunn and Lieu-
tenant Slein were awakened and brought up to 
be given a fleeting glimpse of the photographs 
which, after they had had ·a look  at them, 
were carefully rewrapped in their secret en-
velope and taken back to Third Wing Head-
quarters by their courier. · 

, Flak data from every source was gather-
ed and posted on the 1 :50,000 scale map which 
was being used for the  planning of the bomb 
run. Guns, from the German <<88>> ·down to 
little automatic machine guns were plotted. 
During the evening Colonel Samuel E. An-
derson, then chief of staff of the Third Bomb 
Wing, came down to visit the situation room 
to see what progress was being made. What 
his impressions were no one ever officially 
heard and it is very likely that he was im- 
pressed more with the number of officers and 
enlisted men working on the mission and with 
their intelligence than with the efficiency and 
economy of their efforts. 

At midnight · mess personnel were roused 
and at two o'clock CQ' s woke up the opera-
tions officers who personally went around 
from bed to bed and rounded out the crews. 
At 2:30 most of the crews went through the 
motions of eating breakfast in a room that 
was filled with the electricity of anticipation. 
At three o'clock the briefing room was al-
ready crowded and filled with smoke from · 
the lungs of the chain smoking and by now 
wide awake pilots, bombardiers, . nav igators 
and gunners. 

• 

Obstacles to Progress 
Naturally at just this time the power 

failed and there were no lights in the briefing 
room. The communications staff under the di- 
rection of Lieutenant Levin went into action. 

• 

Lieutenant Cook, communications officer of 
the 552nd, working furiously against time, 
managed somewhere to find a putt-putt to rig 
up and got enough light to illuminate at least 
part of the briefing room and to tun the pro-
jector. Selected to conduct this first briefing 
were Captain Hankey for operations, Lieu-
tenant Hogg for intelligence, Lieutenant Levin 
for communications, Lieutenant Anderson for 
weather, Captain McKinney for security, Lieu.
tenant Raper for the navigators, Lieutenant 
Economidis for bombardiers and lastly Col
onel Maitland, who had set himself up to lead 

• 

... 

• 
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this first mission, with Captain Tom White 
as his pilot. 

Briefing took something over two hours 
and probably all that can be said for it was 
that it was undoubtedly the most complete, if 
also ·the most dis jointed briefing the crews 
of the 386th ever had. 

, The crews who had been checked off for 
security reasons as they entered the briefing 
room dramatically emptied their pockets and 
were given their escape kits and escape money 
as they left the briefing room. Half hour after 
briefing was over engines were started. Fif.
teen minutes later the first plane was in the 

• air. • 

It took nearly a half hour to get the 
twenty-one planes of the group into formation 
over the field an·d then begin the long climb 
to altitude which at that time had to be reach- • , 

ed  over the field so that for a full hour after 
taking off planes droned noisily over the field, 
building up the already heightened suspense 
that everyone on the field felt from the KP' s 

• 

who prepared their breakfast,. the cooks who 
cooked it, the CQ' s who woke the crews, arm-
ament men who bombed up the planes and 
ordnance men who fuzed the bombs, intelli-
gence and operations men who helped pre-
pare the mission, the crews who were left be-
hind, right through to the supply men who 
issued them their clothes. 

First Mission 
I 

~ . • 
I 

. Approximately an hour after take off 
with the formation almost out of sight at 
12,000 feet, suddenly all became quiet. The for-
mation had left, flying east to Clacton where 
its rendezvous with the fighters was to be 
made. 

It was an excited ·bunch of crews that 
came in for interrogation and unfolded the 
story of the first fighter attacks that any of the 
medium bombers in the ETO had ever had, 
and of the first medium bomber to go down 
in medium level operations. 

I 

The crews that were on that mission told 
and retold the story of the mission and how 
they felt through every phase of it to the in-
terested but nervous crews that had been left 
behind. After this rough mission the crews 
were far from sold on the value and the effici-
ency of medium level operations in the ETO. 
For the next several months the group half 
hopefully indulged in. the speculation that it 
was to move again to some theater where the 
flak and fighters were not so tough . 

l 
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Thus started the group's long period of 
operations against the German enemy. With 
each mission preparations smoothed out and 
became more efficient, more routine. Within ' 
the next four weeks there was a vast improve
ment in every section that had anything to do 
with the preparation, planning, briefing and 
the actual carrying out of the missions. a 

Colchester- I ' 
\ 

Although the field was called Boxted Air
drome very few of the men eve r did  find 
where the town of Boxted was. The center of 
the group's off time operational activities was 
the garrison town of Colchester, an English 
town of historical interest dating back beyond 
the days of the Roman conqueror. The town 
itself was garrisoned by British troops and had 

.. • 

' 

#((." •• 

l ' 

Bicycle built for three . 

toon, 1769th Ordnance Company and '' the 
1176th MP Company were those among the 
new  units which were to be with the group 
to the end of its operations against Germany. 

' 

. First Replacements 

• been garrisoned by both Australians and Can-
adians so that the girl s of Colchester had 
handled the advances of the best men from all 
corners of the world. They had not, however, 
yet encountered the Lotharios of the 386th who . 
it can now be told. took the town completely 
by storm. A city of . about 40,000 it lay 
down a long hill from camp approximately 
two miles away. A very large proportion of 
the men in the group who were permitted to 
leave the base spent all their spare time there 
and made many good friends. 

• 

At the time there were .relatively few 
heavy bombardment groups in England, only 
two other medium groups and there were no 
American fighter groups. Americans were still 

.J 
somewhat of a novelty. The men wasted no 
time, as far as Colchester was concerned, in 

• 

letting the novelty of the Americans wear off. 
One of the things that happened while the 

group was at Boxted was the procurement and 
issuing of bicycles, not to all personnel but to 
a large enough percentage of personnel that 
almost everyone had a bicycle available to him 
for cruising about the countryside. There was 
a Red Cross Club in town, several good res
taurants, probably the best known of which 
was The Cloisters. Among the pubs where it 
was always easy to find a contingent of the 
386th were the Rose and Crown, The Cups, 

" The Bull, The Red Lion and The George 
Hotel. · · . 

Already the group· began to become ac-
quainted with new units which were coming 
on the base to service the group. The 76th 
Air Service Squadron, the 20th Station Com
plement Squadron, 2045th Fire Fighting Pla-

• 

, 

, 
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Already  the first air crew replacements 
began to arrive to the surprise and consterna
tion of the or iginal combat crew members who 
made such appropriate remarks as <<My God! 
Are they expecting to get rid of us that soon?» 
At first the arrival of these replacements was ~ 
resented but it was not long

, what with the 
pace of operations, that it was seen that these 
replacements were necessary and the old 
crews were soon very glad indeed to have 
them alternating with them particularly as the 
missions became rougher and rougher. 

The group spent a beautiful summer at 
this base in Boxted. It had soon settled down 
for a long stay, always a sign that it will not 
be long before it would be necessary to move. 
During the summer a system of passes was 
set up and everyone in the group had been 
to London at least once. Apart from the diffi- 
culty sometimes encountered in getting hotel 
rooms London proved a good operational base 
for the 386th operators. 

· It was during this summer that most of 
the members of the group experienced their 
first bombing. There were a number of air 
raid alerts shortly after the group arrived at 
Boxted but none of them were taken very ser-
iously and most of the members of the group 
had just wandered out of their huts and look
ed up in the sky to see what an air raid looked 
like. It wasn't until after a 500 pound bomb 
was dropped just about midway between the 
Headquarters and the Service Squadron site
that the group took the potential enemy bomb-
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ing threat seriously. On that occasion two 
men were killed and 29 men wounded. That 
very afternoon each man had his own personal 
slit trench and for the next few months the 
sound  of the siren found all the slit trenches 
occupied. 

. ' 

• 

Butterfly  Bombs , · 
The only other occasion where bombs

were actually dropped on the field was a few 
days after this original bombing when two 

German fighters dropped cannisters of <<but- 
terfly>> bombs between the flying control tow- 
er and the perimeter track across one of the 
runways. Each of the cannisters contained a 

. number of individual <<butterfly>> bombs which 
were little more than small land mines. Though 
small they were capable of .. killing and maim-
ing. Nobody was hurt in this raid but it was 
some time before the bomb disposal squad 
made that part of the field safe to cross. . 

In addition to these bombings most of the 
group had been in London during London at- 
tacks and were alternately scared to death 

1 
and thrilled at the def ens es of London. Air 
crews compared the tactics used by the Ger-
man Air Force with their own tactics against 
German targets and all of them were unani- 
mously damn glad they never had to fly over 
London. Some of the men became as adept as 
the Londoners at distinguishing between the 
<<crumph>> of a falling bomb and the <<crack>> 
of big anti-aircraft guns. 

' Officers' First Party 
It was here at Boxted also that the offi- 

· cers of the group threw their first party in 
England. Giving the party had been delayed 
because an officers' club had not yet been 
completed.  Shortly after the group arrived 

work was started in building a wing to the 
officers mess for a reading room and a place 
in which to hold a dance and for two long 
months this wing  was under construction. In 
the meantime the officers were meeting and 

getting to know ·the girls in the vicinity who 
were to be their first guests at a party. Colonel 

Maitland made arrangements with Colonel An-
derson, Commanding Officer, 3rd Bomb Wing, 
for the group to be <<stood down>> on the fol- 

lowing day and the Officers were so notified. 
Liquor supplies were brought up to a 
party level, the floors were waxed, decora- 

tions put up, an orchestra hired and by late 
afternoon of the day of the party the group's 

officers were completely ready for the party 
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which was to set the pattern for many others. 
· There probably never was such a party! 

Three bars operated at full tilt the entire even
ing. Officers who had not been exposed to 
such quantities of liquor for some months made 
up for lost time and their English guests kept 
pace with their hosts. The party was held on 
a warm evening in late summer and in all res- 
pects was probably the finest the officers of 
the 386th ever ran. 

It happened at half past eleven. Apparent-
ly an emergency came up for a field order 
came in. The dance which was scheduled to
go on through the early hours of the morn-
ing was stopped at midnight and by one 
o'clock most of the guests had been taken 
home and most of the crews on the loading 
list had hit the sack for a few hours of sleep 
before being called for briefing. Briefing that 
morning was little more than just adequate. 
Whole jars of aspirins and huge buckets of 
water were set on the table at the entrance 
to the briefing room and each red eyed man 
took three or four · to adjust himself to the 
fact that he was really going to have to fly 
a mission. The details of it were painfully
but well enough presented. The mission came 
off with good results and without mishap. 

I 

By the end of summer the rumors of a 
move were everywhere and preparations be- 
gan to be made. The group almost to a man 
hated to leave Colchester where in the town 
and its  outskirts they   had made a great many . 
friends, but these were considerations not very 
often given much weight by higher commands 
and on 24 September 1943 the group left 
Boxted for Easton Lodge, Great Dunmow, Es
sex, some twenty-five miles further inland. 

' . JJ I •• 
' 

Anglo-American Party at Garrison Offi-
cers' Club in Colchester. 
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On to Dunmow -' 
Great Dunmow was a new field, still

under construction and only about fifty per- 
cent complete.d when the group moved to it. 
Different from the other two fields which the 

• I 

group had  occupied, this field was being built 
by American Army Engineers and although 

· . there was still a Clerk of the Works and some 
English labor, they were working with the 
Engineers, and the  building of the field was 
essentially ·· an American undertaking. Just the 
bare essentials, were ready. The air field itself 
and its runways were in usable shape but the 
accommodations were not anywhere near the 
state of readiness of the two fields the group 
had previously occupied. . . 

personnel still lived in Nissen huts and the 
only ones that did not were Group Headquar
ters personnel who were living in the lodge. 
For all practical purposes, with the coming of 
winter, the lodge, while a beautiful large. 
house  from the outside, presented mainly the 
problem of how to keep . warm in it . 

An officers mess existed but there was 
no club and work was begun on another wing 
to the large Nissen building to provide one. 
A Red Cross Aero- club for the enlisted men " . . . 
was fortunately one of the few buildings to 
have been completed by the time of the group's 
arrival and under the direction of Dick, Mon
cure and the Re·d Cross girls and with the 
help of the few more artistic members of the 
group who did some ·<<Sad Sack>> murals on 
the walls, its program was quickly underway. 

Air crews, and  ground staffs had gained 
a great deal more experience and missions 
were being planned and briefed with consid- 
erably more efficiency and with less effort Colonel Sanders 
and upheaval. Armament and Ordnance crews ' Shortly after the group's arrival it exper-
were still operating at ungodly hours of the   ienced its first change in commanding officers. 
night and unfortunately frequently had to Colonel Maitland was relieved of his com-
change bomb loads due to· changes in decis- ·  mand for assignment back in the United States 
ions from higher up. Cooks had to get up · and Colonel Richard C. Sanders assumed com-
perhaps not quite as early as the very first mand. To most of the group, many of whom 
days but still very early in the morning. Com- had never served under another Commanding 
.bat crews were getting used to their early Officer in a combat unit, it was difficult to 
risings and operations and intelligence person-    visualize how the group could function with-
nel had got into a groove where setting the out the familiar figure of big . . Colonel Mait-
wheels for a mission into motion was now land. His leadership of the group had been 
pretty well routine. strong and colorful.· He had been rough on 

those who did not produce but fine to those 
who had. He h,ad given a lot of character to 
the group and although he had been rough 
at   times, had been fair always. The. group was 
sorry to see him go but with operations on a
day to day basis and the daily work remain- 
ing always to be done, it was soon realized 
that Colonel Maitland ha·d formed .a group 
which by this time was organized enough that 

At Home Abroad . . . \ 

The  group had learned , to settle down and 
' make itself at  home wherever it was and as 

it seemed that it was ·to remain at Great Dun-. . 
mow certainly through the winter and prob-
ably well into the next spring everyone began
to make themselves comfortable. Most of the 

(. I 

,... 

• • 
Easton Lodge, Great Dunmow. 

.. 

, 

• 

'· it could carry on the details of operations and 
administration in his   absence. It was not long 

· before all concerned realized that the change 
of Commanding Officers meant little change to 
them personally in their every day life. · 

• 

Colonel Sanders, was every bit as big as 
Colonel Maitland and occupied just as much 
space in  the back seat of his sedan but he was 
very different. He was soft  spoken and al- 

though almost no one in the group knew him, 
or knew of him, until the day he assumed 

command, individuals within the ·group were 
· soon being surprised to find out t how much 

Colonel Sanders· knew · about them. For the 
first weeks he was a source of constant amaze-
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ment to those who came in contact with him. 
He not only knew their jobs, what they were 
doing but even was able to call a man whom 
he may have met only once before by his 
first name·, which he always did. Almost with-
in two weeks time it seemed that Colonel 
Sanders had been Commanding· Officer for as 
.far back as anyone could remember. 

• 
Upon assuming command he had left 

things pretty much as they had been, but it 
became apparent that in his quiet soft spoken 
way he was getting things done in an extra-
ordinarily efficient way. Shortly after his ar
rival his fine, quick, dry sense of humor be-
came appreciated and within an incredibly 
short time there wasn't a man on the base 

' 

who had not sized him up as a good <<Joe>> 
and who  wasn 't glad to have him as his Com- 
manding Officer. 

• 

• 
.Necessity--Mother of Invention 

• j 

Members of the group had learned to 
make themselves as comfortable as conditions 
allowed even on the Queen Elizabeth crossing 
the ocean. Here at Dunmow it was no differ-
ent. Enlisted men built themselves a beer bar 
right next to the Post Exchange and although 
the only offering was local <<mild and bitter>> 
it provided a pleasant place in which to while 
away the evenings. Beer apparently had a pecu
liar effect on the kidneys and it was a fore-
gone conclusion that anybody who spent the 
evening there would make at least two or 
three trips during the night for relief. 

With the approach of winter came the 
problem of heating the Nissen huts and the big 
barn-like rooms in the lodge. Coal was un-
available and coke was strictly rationed and 
even if coal and coke had been plentiful it is 
doubtful if the little English stoves that had 
been issued to each hut would have been 
equal to the work of taking the chill off the 
insides of one of those tin buildings. The more 
ingenious members of the group went to work 
on improvised stoves made out of old oil bar-
rels and while it did not do a perfect job it 
certainly did a better job than the tiny ineffec- 
tive issue equipment. 

At this point most of the ·combat crews 
had between 25 and 30 missions and were old 
hands at the bombing game. 'There was a lot 
of conversation about tours of duty and men 
were eager to get on the loading list so they
could finish up first. There was no definite 
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Softball championships at Dunmow. 
- • 
commitment from higher command but there 
was a tacit understanding that fifty missions 
in mediums would constitute a tour. 

Ice Rears its Ugly Head 
The approach of winter also presented a 

problem of ice on the Wings of the aircraft, 
forming during the condensation of moisture 
in the early mornings and freezing on the 
fuselage of the planes. Engineering sections 
had hours of work before missions chipping 
and sweeping the surfaces free of ice before 
the planes could take off. Later when <<Kill 
Frost>> became available through supply chan-
nels the job was not as great as in those early 
days when every bit of the ice had to be re
moved by sheer hard work on the part of the 
engineering section. 

Three new wings of the IX Bomber Com-
mand, the 97th, 98th and 99th, were organized. 
It was soon learned that the wing to which the 
386th was to be assigned, the 99th wing, was 
_going to be located at Great Dunmow under 
the command of Colonel Thatcher, who had 
been the Commanding Officer of the 323rd 
Bombardment Group. Through the grapevine 
it was understood that there were to be seven 

' additional light and medium groups coming to 
England and that there would be four groups 
in each of two wings and three in the other 
wing. , 

In February the new groups began to ar-
rive all as green and cocky and inexperienced 
as the 386th had been when it first arrived 
overseas. However with eight to nine months 
overseas experience the group felt its senior-
ity and its superiority and while it gladly 
assisted the staffs of the new groups who
came to it for operational advice, it was notice- 
able that the members of the group adopted 
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the attitude of the master talking to the novice. 
Some of the combat crews with flight lead and 

box lead experience and who were well up in 
number of missions were transferred from the 

group and assigned to various squadrons of
the new groups for purposes of instructing 

... and checking them ·out in combat flying and 
= procedures. This was the first mass exodus 
· of personnel from the _group. Up to this time 

none of them had finished tours and the group 
. was still working with its original crews and 

· with the first replacements that came to it be- 
. for.e the group even went into operations. 

"' -
·~ Another €CO I .. , 

. , 
Along about this time the group was to 

experience another change in Commanding 
- Officers. This the group could not under- 

. stand since all was going well. Bombing was 
~· .. good and getting better. Everyone had come 

to know and like Colonel Sanders and could 
·. · · not be sure what a new Commanding Officer 

 I ~ 

high. The first pilots to reach the 50 mark 
were Captains Moe Elling and Lem Burgess, 
both of whom had had some rough times and 
both of whom had been sweating out the last
few sorties. Moe Elling gave the control tower
a buzz job, the like of which has rarely been 
seen when he came back from his fi ftieth. 
The 555th and 552nd Squadrons took the oc-
casion to throw parties in hon,or of the first 
men in their squadrons to finish their tour and 
these were parties that will long be remem-
bered by all who attended. 

Unfortunately the following day word 
came down from IX Bomber Command that 
fifty missions did not constitute a tour al-
though it did say that arrangements were be-
ing made to send men  home for thirty days 
leave after which they would return to their 
organizations and continue on. Thus began ... 
the first rotation back to the United States 
that affected the 386th. The first of the com-.:. 

' 
· would be like. It was obvious that there were 
~ bigger things in  store for Colonel Sanders for 
:":. his quiet, efficiency and rare technique in handl
. ing men had been ,obvious from the start. The
~ group heard the rumor fist and it was later 
   confirmed  at  the time of the actual change 

bat crews to go were a happy lot indeed. In , 
' the first bunch only seven crews were allowed ;. · ' 

to go, two crews each from three squadrons . 
and one crew from the other squadron. ... · . 

that Colonel Sanders was to become Chief of .. 
Staff of IX Bomber Command. While the 
group was sorry to see him go, as they would 
be sorry to see any real good  friend go, they 
were glad that he was not going far and that 
he would be in a position of influence in 
bomber command where they were sure he
would do a good job. Rarely has a command
ing Officer left such a marked impression up-
on his command as did Colonel Sanders in the 
few months he was the <<Old Man>>. 

The group's luck in drawing good Com-
manding Officers held out, however, as was 
soon obvious after Colonel Joe W. Kelly, who 
had been the Air Inspector of IX Bomber 

• 

Comm and, took over in Colonel Sander's 
. · place. He seemed only half the size of the 
, two previous Commanding Officers but he 
. . was loaded with energy, loved to fly and fight. 
· He liked a good time himself and wanted his 

. ' men to have a good time. He turned out to 
be, to the group's immense relief, a «Good 
Guy>>, and a good Commanding Officer. 

• 
~ . 

. ·Home Sweet Home - Maybe
· More and more as the crews neared the 

I • • 

50 missions which were supposed to constitute
-t-·,· . • • • 

' their tour, anticipation of going home ran 
... 

' . 

• 

• 

• 

The replacement problem in the late win- ·· 
ter and early spring of 1944 was critical par-
ticularly in the Navigator and Bombardier cat- 
egories. It became so critical that it gave rise 
to an unofficial air rating popularly known as 
<<Toggleer>>. Toggleers were mainly aerial 
gunners who were checked out on the toggling 
procedure. They were also required to know 
the basic principles of pilotage and dead reck-
oning navigation in  case the plane got into 
trouble and had to proceed home on its own. 
The toggling procedure consisted of standing 
by the toggle switch, opening the bomb bay 
doors on the bomb run, seeing that all the .. 
bomb switches were turned on, the inter- .. 
valometer properly set, and pressing the toggle ·· 
switch when the lead aircraft released  its .· 
bombs. Some of the intelligence officers and 
even a few of the squadron ground officers 

• 

were checked out and some of them got  as , 
many as fifteen to eighteen missions riding as 
toggleers. Intelligence officers, according to / 

comb-at crews, turned out to  be flak attractors, .r-• 

two of them, Captain Haire and Lieutenant r • , , 

Hogg i getting slightly wounded and one of ..; 
them, Captain Jacobs, riding a crippled plane -Y, 

down to a crash landing in which, fortunately, · .. : -he wasn't hurt. 
' 

• . ... 
Two mission  days began to be a regular · .; 

thing whenever the weather permitted and on 
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two occasions that spring the group went out 
three times. It was obvious from the opera-
tions of the Allied Air Forces that  the invasion 
was not too far off. Types of targets the 
group was attacking began to change and in
stead of hitting the air fields and the flying 
bomb sites that had been up to this time the 
main targets of the group it began  hitting 
railway facilities, marshalling yards and later 
in the spring bridges and coastal guns. The 
air was filled now with American fighters and 
instead of the Spitfires, which had ·been giving 
the group, its fighter cover, it was becoming 
more and more customary to see Thunderbolts, 
P-51 's and some P-38's off the wings. Also 
colossal formations of heavy bombers, finding 
the skies over their own fields too crowded to 
form, were forming over the group' s <<bunch er» 
beacon.  

-~ 
~ .::i=.: • 

Busy Chaplains 
On the social side men in the group were 

applying in great numbers for permission to 
marry and the chaplains and squadron officers 

 
were kept pretty busy investigating the young 
English ladies of their choice. By this time 
everyone in the group had their favorite 
places to go on passes or leaves and the group 
knew its way around England as though it 
had been stationed there for years instead of 
months. 

By May the group began speculating on 
the date of the invasion; operations and in-
telligence personnel were scanning maps and 
<<second--guessing>> General Eisenhower's staff. 
They had their own theories on when, under 
what conditions, and on what kind of a shore 
the invasion would take place. Tide tables, 
sunrise and moonrise charts were studied. Of 
course nothing conclusive was ever determined. 

For one thing the group was called upon 
to run some practice experimental missions to 
work out with the ground forces some pre-
invasion technical details at Slapton Sands in  
Southwest England and on the southern 
beaches of the Wash, just north of East Ang-
lia. Here they were bombing according to 
mysterious instructions and never knew the 
significance of what was learned from the 
bombings. 

At this time passes of all kinds were re
stricted and except for crews on combat leave 
no one could be in London after 2300 hours. 

Invasion Plans 
The first men in the group to know the 

• 

, 

• 
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plans for D-Day were Colonel Kelly and Cap-
tain Haire, who was at that time assistant s-2. 
The group's part was disclosed to them about 

five days before the original date set for the 
invasion. The targets to be attacked and the 
intricate timing of the attacks were carefully 
figured out and gone over again and again to 
make sure there were no slip-ups. Considerable 
quantities of target material in the form of . " 
vertical and oblique pictures; photo maps and 
mosaics and large scale maps were provided 
so that any possibility of a mistake in identify-
ing the target to be attacked was almost neg-
ligable. It was learned at that time that the 
386th, by virtue of its high record of accurate 
bombing had been selected by no less person 
than General Bradley himself to be the last 
group to bomb before the troops went  ashore. 
This WaS a high honor to he paid by so high 

Silver Star • • 

IRVING T. LaFRAMBOISE, Captain, 
553rd Bombardment Squadron. - For dis., 
tinguished a n d meritorious service while 
participating in aerial flight against the en-
em y on 29 November 1943. Shortly be-
fore the B- 26 type aircraft which Captain 
LaFramboise was piloting in an attack 
upon enemy installations in occupied
Europe reached the target area, it was 
subjected to heavy anti-aircraft fire which 
badly crippled the ship, destroying the hy- · 
draulic system, damaging the right engine
and causing the aircraft to fall out ·of for-. 
mation, where it was immediate[ y attack-
ed by enemy fighter craft, which shattered
the rudder, wounded the waist gunner,
and caused the plane to go into several 
uncontrollable dives. Showing unusual dex- 

' 

terity and flying skill, Captain LaFram-
boise succeeded in righting the aircraft · ... 
and, despite further damage which entail-
ed the loss of the left engine, destruction . 
of the compass and other instruments, he · . ~ 
was successful in bringing the aircraft
back over the Channel, jettisoning unnec-
essary equipment, and in crash landing the
plane with the landing gear jammed and 
bomb bay doors still open. By his heroic · 
action in bringing back to the base an air- ~ · 
craft so badly damaged as to have war-· ·~ · 
ranted abandoning it, Captain LaFram- · 
boise has brought great credit to both him-
self and to the Armed Forces.  
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Group's formation passes over some of the D-Day channel traffic on its 
. 
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. .. 

way to its target. Note special invasion stripes on the wings and fuselage. . . . 

a personage to the accomplishments of the 
group . . . . ~ . 

The formal briefing was little different
from the ordinary briefings and differed only 
in that messages were read from General
Eisenhower, General Bradley, General Brere- 
ton and General Anderson. The mission itself, 

" . 
other than that it took off before dawn, was 
little different from any of the 180 or more 

' missions the group had previously run. . . 
In many ways as far as the 386th was 

concerned the mission was a milk run. No 
heavy flak was seen. At a few places consid-
erable light flak was encountered, however 
none of the ships were damaged and all of 
them returned safely to base. The crews had 
been briefed to fly at 12,000 feet but if it was 
impossible due to weather, to bomb at an al- , 
titude as low as 1500 feet. Actually the group 
bombed between 2000 and 3000 feet. The 
areas assigned were well hit which was a trib-
ute to both the experience of the combat 
crews and the excellence of the target material
which had been provided for them. 

With D-Day over, each day of operations 
seemed an anti-climax in spite of the fact that 
the group's operations from D-Day forward 
were probably more important than they had 

,. 

. . . . . . ' 

been- before D-Day.. · ·. · · · . . 
• 

. ... 
. . . 

. " . . . 
.... '. . .. 

t • • • -

Missions became  routine again and ex-
cept for the weather, which was mostly bad,
the group's  missions followed the pattern set 
in previous months. The group participated 
in the mammoth  bombing of St. Lo preceding 
the break through of Patton's armor. The 
liberation of Paris provided an added thrill 
mainly because it was the first capital to be
liberated and P aris had been a very rough 
flak city. <<Keep Mobile>> slogans decorated 
General Brereton' s headquarters and the Head- 
quarters of IX· Bomber Command. The motto 
was frequently heard by the group and, of 
course, was responsible for most, of the ru- 

mors that the group was expected to move .
out any day. • ' · - .. - -: 

The Mobile 386th 
. . . . . . -. .. -·.. . . 

-· ~ .. 

A practice move had  been made by all 
the groups in IX Bomber Command. Each was 
called upon to swap bases with one of the 
other groups of the Command It had been 
intended that the practice moves  would  cover 
longer distances but due to the  transformation
shortage it was decided to keep the practice 
move within the Command. The 386th’s part 
in these practice moves has been the swapping

, 
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of bases with the  323rd. Whether  or not the
move proved that either the 386th or the 323rd 
was a mobile unit will never be known but 
that the move did take place is a matter of 

 historical record. It was a costly move for the 
. group in that the one night that the group 

was away from its own base at Great Dun- 
. mow was the night which the German Air 

Force had selected as a good night to make 
an  attack upon Earl’s  Colne, home  of the 

.I • ' 

323rd. Two JU88's were shot down that eve-
ening. One of them, probably on its way to 
London fell with full bomb load within 100
feet of one of the group's aircraft and blew 
it to small bits. The following day the group 
moved back to the relative peace and quiet of 
Great Dunmow where nothing ever happened. 

. . By the end of June the group, by virtue 
of its frequent operations and double mission 
days, had built up the experience level of the 
combat crews to approximately 55 missions. 

Three sets of crews had already gone home 
for 30 day leaves and the first crews that had 
gone home were momentarily expected back. 

By the end of July additional crews had gone 
home and it was decided that the crews that 

.. 

  had come back should be returned to  the
States again ,  many of them having flown 
only four  or five missions on their second tour 
and some of them having flown none. Combat 
personnel completed its first turn over at this 
time and the experience  level had dropped 
from a high of an average of .55 missions per 
combat crew member as of June 30th to an 
average of something less than 30 missions. 
Replacement crews  were coming in at a quick 
rate and for the first time in the group's his-
tory ground personnel were bewildered by the · 
large number  of new faces to get to know. 
Prior to this,  replacement crews had been 
coming in in small enough quantities that they 
had been readily and quickly absorbed: 

In August there were several important 
changes in the group including another change 

~ 

of Commanding Officers. Colonel Kelly who 
had become widely popular with everyone in 

' 
the group  --- with both combat and ground 
personnel ---   -was relieved of his command to 

r. 

take a well earned rest. He had flown some 
30 missions as lead pilot and there wasn't a 
crew in the group that didn 't like to fly be-
hind him. He had led missions during the hec-
tic and rough days just prior to D-Day, had 
participated in the D-Day operations and had 
gone on many of the group's roughest missions. 
T h e r e  was another important change dur-

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

' 

ing the month of August, Lieutenant Colonel 
Hankey who had been relieved of his job as 
Operations Officer to become Air . Executive 
Officer during the month of July was given 
a 30 day  leave in the States.  He was 
never to come back for assignment with the 
group. It would be impossible to tell the 
story of the group without telling some
thing of the part Colonel Hankey had played 
in its development. He had been with it from 
the time the group was brand new and  h
was a Lieutenant until the group had become 
an experienced and efficient combat unit and 
he had become Lt. Colonel. A salesman, a driv
er of men, a fine and fearless flyer  and a good 
leader of bombing missions, it is hard to im-
agine a better operations officer. His· brief-
ings were a delight to attend mainly because 
they so little resembled briefings. Difficult 
missions he had the knack of making seem 

less difficult. He knew what he wanted and 
he would not settle for less. ... . 

/ 

Colonel Corbin. Takes Over 
An old friend and an original member of 

group took command after Colonel Kelly left . 
Lieutenant Colonel Thomas G. Corbin had 
started off with the group as Commanding 
Officer of the 552nd squadron and had later 
become the group's air inspector and the 
group's Air Executive. He had then gone , to 
Bomber Command to the IG section and had . 
become a Lieutenant Colonel as Command's 
Air Inspector. Colonel Corbin returned to the . 
group with a knowledge of the origin of the 
group, of its operational capabilities and 
broadened with the experience gained as the 
Command's Air Inspector. At the time of his 
assumption of command a move to the con
tinent was imminent: 

While Colonel Corbin was commanding 
officer of the group for longer than any other 
previous CO with the exception of Colonel 
Maitland, he was very nearly CO for the 
shortest period of time. The very first mission 
the group ran after he assumed ·command, he 
placed himself on the loading list. It was a 
rough mission. On the bomb run · the first 
burst of flak scored very nearly a direct hit 
and was close enough to knock out an engine. 
On the remaining engine, Colonel Corbin's 
plane lost altitude and could not remain in 
formation. The irrepressible Captain Bill 
Smith, his bombardier, insisted on bombing 
and somehow the Colonel held their plane 
level enough so Smitty hit an oil depot rather 
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~than just jettisoning his bombs.

But then they lost more altitude and it 
became obvious that they would get wet if 

they tried to make England. The Colonel de- 
cided to try to make it behind the rapidly ad-
vancing American Third Army lines. He fig-
ured it pretty close and actually belly landed 
in a field, from which German troops were 

retreating and upon which troops of the 9th 
Infantry Division were advancing. Five min-

utes earlier or one mile shorter he would prob- 
ably have commanded a barracks in a German 
S talag rather than the 386th for the next ten 
months. It was a close shave and explains 
why the Colonel has always been so partial 
to the doughs of the 9th Infantry Division, his 
rescuers. 

· · · - Colonel Corbin took over the group at a 
good and bad time. Good because with the 
move to the continent imminent his experience 
in the Inspector General's office together with 

his knowledge of the group from its early be-
ginnings and of its personnel he was admir- 
ably equipped to move a not very mobile gar-
rison unit into field conditions. Bad because 
w ith the group in the middle of its second al-
most complete turn over, the experience level
of the combat crews had dropped far off. 
From  a high of an average of 55 missions 

per combat crew member in June it had sunk 
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to an average of approximately 30 missions- · 
with the vast majority having less than 30 
missions and a relatively few with as many as 
80 missions to bring up the average. . 

Colonel Corbin's task was a big one. 
Moving the group to a bombed-out field in 
France within a month off taking command, 
setting it up operationally under the very 
most difficult conditions, developing new lead-
ers to replace those who had returned to the 
States, and bringing the group's bombing up 
to the high level of accuracy it was later to 
attain, was a large order and a credit to Col-
onel Corbin that it was accomplished in spite 
of the conditions in which the group was to 
live and operate. 

The groups of the two other wings had 
already moved to the continent and the num
ber of the remaining targets within the range 
of Marauders based in England was quickly 
decreasing. With the first complete turn over 
in combat personnel of the group just com-
pleted, the problems of moving a medium 
bombardment group to the continent were 
many. Just where the group was to move and 
in what condition it would find the field to 
which it was to move was something that was 
not known until approximately a week before 
it was necessary to send the advanced echelon. 
Since Colonel Hankey had left for the States 
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Naval supply vessels seem small but numerous from 12,000 feet. 
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the group was without an Air Executive Offi-
cer. This was quickly remedied by the arrival, 
approximately ten days to two weeks before 
the move, of Lieutenant Colonel Jewell C. 
Maxwell, who had been a squadron command-
er in the 344th Bombardment Group. 

t 

The confusion involved in the making of 

... . 

the move was less than one would have ex-.. 
' ~ ".f• ,., 

pected. No one knew for an absolute certainty · 

• 

whether the move was to be accomplished  en- '- . 
tirely by boat or by air or in what ~ propor- -z • 

' . 

tion by boat or by air. Paris had Just been . A-26 rides through flak. . . 
liberated and the Germans  were retreating ~ . . . " 
rapidly to the East ,and Northeast. This al- .    of embarkation. The advance echelon under 
tered the over all plan in that instead of being the command of Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell, 
assigned a field to the Southwest of Paris the       who in the short time he had been with the 
group was now assigned a field to the North- ~had given evidence of being a man who 
east. By good fortune it was also decided that · got   things done, departed by air for Station 
air  transportation would. be available and that ·    A--60. Between the time the advance echelon 
on days, when the group was not operating it >-    left   and the. ·rear echelon left on the 2nd of 
could use its own planes to shuttle equipment October there was little to do.   Actually there 
back and forth between the new field at Beau-  were several briefings but no missions. Targets 
mont-Sur- Oise and Dunmow. . 

were too far away and the weather was not ·-· . . 
Another Move 

As Advertised The targets of the group were getting 
further and further away as the Germans re-
treated to the East and there were only a very 
few within the range of the group at the time 

. scheduled for   the group to move, Personnel 
···, took their last passes to various places in Eng- 

• 

• . ll land to say their last goodbyes to their friends 
· : they had made there. Sections within the 

  group were ironing out their problems as to 
  what to take and what to    leave  behind. Show . 

Beaumont-Sur- Oise turned out to be as 
advertised. It had been badly banged up by 
bombing-the 386th having contributed to the 
effort-and what had been left had been re-
duced to ruins by demolition by the retreating 
German armies which had left the vicinity ap-
proximately three weeks before. 

 
There wasn't a   building intact on the 

whole field, which was so laid out that the 
group had to set up for ·the first time in its 
operational history in a widely dispersed man
ner . Because of the wide dispersal necessary,
each of the squadrons operated more as in-
dividual units  than  they ever had before. · ' 

down inspections were held and the accumula- 
~ . ~ 

tion of 16 months of being stationed in Eng-
" land were sent home through the  mails. Offi

.· cers’ footlockers were sent off for indefinite 
storage.  Some of the men mailed packages to 

· · themselves or to friends in England who
later mailed the packages to them. The officers 

. .. wrote off their footlockers, never expecting to 
· · see them· again. All that the show down in- · ;.   spections proved was that at the time of the 

. · show down all extra equipment had already .. . . 
    been turned in or was excellently hidden. Some 

'"'· 
"· t of the men however will never forget nor ,for- 
.. :. give the officers  who took away from them ·. 

,.~. 

:·'" · one or two extra pairs of undershirts and un- 
r. derdrawers and the few little knick-knacks . ~ 
·.:~ which while certainly not necessary to living 
~~ on the continent would have made that -drab 
~:i; life a little more pleasant. 

.', . 

~~ -. · · ·· On the 19th of September the reconnais-
sance echelon departed by vehicle for the port 
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French labor could be and was requisi-
tioned to help in repairing headquarters build
ings, the runways   and later for the construc-
tion of a few other necessary buildings for 
group and for the squadrons to say that this 
was a confusing arrangement is to put it mild-, 
ly for although the work was necessary to be
done it was also felt necessary to have the 
CIC. investigate each of the workmen. These 
investigations were time consuming and very 
confusing but as the Germans had left the same 
area little more than a month previous to the 
group's arrival there was cons iderable feeling
against hiring any collaborators. The point
was to hire as much civilian help a.s possi-
ble  so that normal operations of the group 
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·. 
could be carried on without using operational 
personnel of the group for fixing up and 
maintaining the air field. 

Mud was a terrible problem. Tire damage 
during the first several weeks at Beaumont 
was staggering and Colonel Corbin was com-
pelled to use the strictest measures to educate 
all personnel to keep the hell out of the mud. 
Due to the heavy cratering on the perimeter 
track and runways each night  new holes 
would occur. Captain Carlin's Company <<A>> 

· of the 834th Engineer Battalion was kept <<on-
the-go>> keeping the runways serviceable and 
the taxi-ways passable. 

Scrounging 
Tents were a new experience to the men 

of the group but somehow in spite of the mud 
and in spite of living under canvas men of 
the group started to make themselves right at 

I 

• I 

home. Scrounging details from each squadron 
were on the road every hour of every day 
picking up lumber from old German camps for 
floors and walls so that in a matter of weeks 

' most of the tents were fixed up with floors,
walls and doors and were about as comfortable 
as one can make a pyramidal tent. Generally 
speaking there were four officers assigned to 
each tent or six enlisted men. 

Change over from operating in England 
to operating in France was effected so that if 
operational necessity required, a mission could 
have been flown from the new field without 
 missing a day of operations. It did not turn 
out to be necessary to go out on the first day 
but a briefing was held the following morning. 
In spite of the wide dispersal of the squadrons, 
in spite of the difficulties involved in com
munications, transportation and the fact that 
a hospital ward tent was the only available 

386th Publishing Company 

l 

The writing and production of this book 
has-been entirely a Group enterprise. Pub-
lished under all kinds  of difficulty, credit 
must be given to several members of the 
group who worked long hours in writing 
the text, assembling photographs, laying 
out the photographs for the engraver, set-
ting type, reading proofs for correction, 
finally laying out the corrected and com-
pleted pages, printing, folding, cutting and 
binding. · 

The book was printed at the Huis De-
Geneffe Printing Shop in St. Trend, Bel-
gium - a plant that had b e e n closed 
down by the Nazis four years before 
when the owner refused to print German 
propaganda in his weekly newspaper. The 
owner, Mr. Emile DeGeneffe, was a real 
friend to the book and to its publishers. 
He gave the greatest co-operation and was 

invaluable for his advice and help in ar- 
ranging for paper, engravings and the use
of all the equipment in his shop. His 
brother Joseph was also of invaluable as-
sistance. Neither spoke English but the 
publishers got by with a combination of 
pidgeon flemish, pointing, and interna-
tional understanding of printing proced-
ures . 

.. ' The text was written by Major T. B. 

-

' 

Haire, s-2 and a publisher in civilian life, 
who also supervised the publishing of the 
book. S/Sgt. Arthur Lundell was the 
book's art director. He made up the orig-
inal dummy and laid out the photographs 
for the engraver. T /Sgt. Clark typed most 
of the manuscript. Great credit must go 
to Sgt. Mark O'B. Bennett, an experienc- 
ed linotypist, who set most of the copy 
on an erratic machine which had not been 
in operation for four years. He spent as
much time in repairing the machine as he 
did in setting the type. His patience with 
all the break-downs and his persistence in 
spite of the,m had much to do with the 
ultimate appearance of the book. He was 
spelled at the machine by T /Sgt. Seegar 
who made continuous operation possible 
by relieving Sgt. Bennett during chow 
hours. Captain G. H. Charters was the 
book's project engineer who's greatest ac
complishment was the rigging up of a 
portable but continuous gas supply for the 

.  Linotype machine when the irregular city 
supply was frequently and inconveniently 
failing. Credit must also go to Captain 
Jack Zeltner who acted as advisor in 
Matters of Procurement, to Sgt. Jacob 
Perlman for his liaison with the pressmen 
and to the men of the Photo Lab who 
turned out the Photos . 
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housing for a make-shift briefing room, a per
fectly normal briefing was carried out in 
which the only difference was the more rustic 
setting and more crowded quarters. A projec-
tor had been set up and a screen improvised 
and the briefing was conducted in exactly the 
same manner as the briefings had been con
ducted for many months past. Actually it was 
not until October 6 that the group ran its first 
mission from Beaumont although every morn-
ing briefings were held. On October 6th two 
missions were run, the first one being to the 
Duren Barracks Area where the group did 
one of the best jobs of its career. Apparently 
the group could bomb well under any condi
tions. 

Soon after the arrival of the group to 
Beaumont it became apparent that entertaining 
one's self in off duty hours was going to be a 

• 

major problem. The town of Beaumont itself 
was a typical French provincial town with 
narrow winding streets and no night life what
ever. Furthermore, there was the language 
barrier and although this was not an insur-
mountable obstacle to some of the more ex-
perienced members of the group it took a little 
while before the average man could make 
himself understood by the local French girls. 
There weren't even moving pictures to attend. 
Trips to Paris, which was less than twenty 
miles away, were restricted to day passes and 
further restricted to a very small percentage 
of any one command at any on.e time. Over-
night passes were never allowed except to 
combat crews on a special combat pass who 
were taken care of at special hotels requisi
tioned and set up for that purpose. Further-
more, personnel who did go into Paris were 
not permitted to eat either at French restaur
ants or at army messes. All and all it seemed 
very little was being done to break the mon-
otony of life on the continent. The pace of 
operations began to accelerate as weather 
got better, making life at Beaumont pretty much 
all work and no play. Within a week the men 
were tired of going into dreary Beaumont and 
there were few in the group who had enough 
grasp of the French language to make friends 
as they had done while stationed at previous 

• bases. 
• 

Engineers with Hairy Ears 
Captain Carlin's engineers were doing a 

good job in maintaining the runways and in . ..... 
keeping the air field generally serviceable. 
With the help and cooperation of the effer- 
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vescent Monsieur Blanquette and his hoard of 
carpenters, masons and laborers some work 
was gotten underway toward repairing the 
group headquarters building and later toward 
building a briefing building and an intelligence 
building.  The briefing building was designed 
and constructed according to the plans of S-3 
and s- 2 personnel, based on sixteen months ex-
perience in operating from England. As a 
briefing building it was far more efficiently 
laid out and its rooms far more usable than . . 
even the briefing building the group had left 
behind in England. Similarly the s-2 building 
was planned and built as an intelligence offi- 
cer's dream of a perfect field set up. It had a 
big room which was a combination situation 
room and war room. The building housed the 
various subsections of the intelligence section 
but the war room was the main attraction 
to combat men of the group. Although the 
squadrons were widely dispersed personnel 
from the squadrons visited the war room al
most daily to follow the bomb line, attend 
GLO talks, and read the latest <<Poop>>. It was 
laid out with every map used in planning a 
mission permanently placed on the walls so 
that at the shortest notice a mission could be 
planned and briefed to operations and lead
crews with almost no delay. 

Club Life 
 Each of the squadrons, and, in fact,  every 

unit on the station set up clubs for its enlisted 
men and officers. Although the clubs were 
never as elaborate as the clubs on the bases 
in England they  were better patronized and 
served a more needed purpose. Most of them 
were in tents but a few of them, as time went 
on, were moved to buildings which were built 
for that purpose. Christmas and New Year
parties were as one could expect under the 
conditions. At any rate there were a large 
number of clubs to be visited if one was. to 
call upon all his friends in the group and the 

~-·-·- · ~ 

~ '  
• • 

l 

, 

Winter presented many problems . 
• 

I 

I 

• 

• 

' 

=-

I 



• 

• 

f I 

old timers who had many friends in the group 
became very drunk indeed. 

Life in a tent during the winter at Beau-
mont was rough at best. There was little coal 
to be had. If the group had had twenty times 
as much coal it could not have kept warm. 
Consequently wood details of both officers and 
enlisted men were constantly out trying to find 
timber that could be cut. There was a lot of 
red tape and as it became colder there was 
some cutting down of timber which was not 
·authorized to be cut; but probably no more 
than occurred in any of the other groups simi- 
larly set up on the continent. At the time of 
arrival in Beaumont group headquarters had 
been almost hidden by trees in the lee of a 
small wooded area but by January group 
headquarters buildings· were setting out in a 
perfectly open field with nothing but stumps 
about it. C o m b a t crews, intelligence and 
operations personnel will never forget Beau-
mont for the wicked ordeal it always was to . 
get up each morning at three, four and five 
o'clock for attending almost daily briefings. 

By mid-winter most of the organizations 
had a place where both the officers and men 
could get together and enjoy the evening in 
one or another of the officers' or enlisted 
men's clubs. Some of these were set up in 
tents, one in a barn, one in an old school 
house, and two of them in buildings erected for 
that  purpose. 

At about this t ime there came · to the 
group a man who was to become the group's 
Ground Executive Officer. A fair haired, good 
natured, soft spoken Louisiana rice farmer and 
attorney, Lieutenant Colonel Daggett came to 
the group from the <<never-never>> land of 
Ninth Air Force Headquarters where he had 
gained much valuable experience both in Af-
rica and in Chantilly. in the useful art of 
scrounging. With extraordinary energy and 
tirelessness the new Colonel set about trying 
to alleviate the rough pass situation by re-
quisitioning in the town of Beaumont several 
buildings for officers' and enlisted men's clubs 
in town. He also requisitioned a movie theater 
and a dance hall for both the officers and the 
enlisted men and with the assistance of Cap-
tain Hitchcock, the Special Service Officer, he 
arranged dances once a week, · which were 
widely attended, certainly not for the beauty 
of the girls who were ever present but for the 
absolute want of anything else to do. The 
motor pool ran regular runs into town to the 

• 
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Silver Star 
RAYMOND PAPE SANFORD, 1st 

Lieutenant, Army Air Forces, United 
States Army. - For gallantry in action, 
while serving as pilot of a B-26 airplane 
on a combat mission over enemy occupied 
territory, 2 August 1943. Enroute to the 
target:, Lieutenant Sanford was painfully 
wounded when the airplane sustained a 
direct flak hit. With complete disregard 
for his wounds, Lieutenant Sanford cour-
ageously maintained his position in the 
formation and continued on to success-
fully bomb the target. Though his air- 
plane was severely damaged, he made an 
excellent landing returning to the home e 
base. The courage, skill and devotion to 
duty displayed by Lieutenant Sanford on 
this occasion reflect the highest credit up- 
on himself and the Armed Forces of the 
United States. 

movies, to the clubs and to the dances and 
although this was a poor substitute for passes 
to Paris it was a great improvement over the 
facilities that had existed before. In addition 
the imaginative Colonel with Major George 
Howard took off in a jeep for southern 
France and found themselves a hotel at Neris 
des Bains which they decided to take over 
on a lend-lease basis for a group <<flak>> 
home so t h a t  ground personnel of the 
group who could not get overnight passes and 
who had been working hard for long periods 
could get a well deserved week's rest. This 
program was instituted immediately and later 
when the leaves to England and to the Riv-
iera were instituted in the European Theater 
of Operations the rest and relaxation problem 
that had been bothering the group since it had 
arrived on the continent became less critical . 

Up Front 
It was while the group was at Beaumont 

that the air crews and some ground personnel 
were selected for visits to front line units. 
These trips lasted anywhere from seven to ten 
days and every man that ever went up re-
turned enthusiastic in his praise of the men of 
the front lines and more understanding of the 
difficulties they had to overcome. Somewhat 
later front line trops came back to some of the 
bomb groups and the 386th entertained some 
80 of them over a period of three months. The 
men that came down from the front lines fre- 

59 .. 

... 

• 

• 

' 

I 

 



( 

• 

• 

quently gave talks on conditions at the front 
to combat crews and other personnel and the 
exchange was distinctly worthwhile. 

No story of the life of the group at Beau
mont would be complete without mentioning 
the rodent residents of most of the tents. There 

are members of the gr o up  who will never .. 
forget the biggest rats ever seen, rats capable 
of carrying off shoes and of biting into tin 
containers and eating the food therein. There 
is at least one bald headed captain who will 
swear that one rat took pleasure in sliding 
down his bald pate just as an added source 
of irritation to him after the rat had carried 
off his week's rations of cigarettes and candy. 

Horses Changed in Mid Stream 
In mid January rumors preceded official 

word, as rumors usually do, that the 386th 
was to convert to A-26' s sometime in the in
definite future. On February 1st official word 
was received that this would be accomplished 
by February 15th. Rarely has the group seen 
the army move so quickly for shortly after 
the first word was received 18 A-26' s arrived 
on the base. Immediately a training program 
under the direction of Colonel Corbin and · 
Colonel Maxwell was got under way. The 
conversion was regarded at the time as almost 
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impossible to accomplish in the short time 
allowed. The tails of the new aircraft were 
painted with the horizontal yellow stripe of 
the 386th and acceptance checks run on them. 
There could be no interruption in the 
group's operations with the B-26's. Pilots 
to be trained, checked out on days when 
they were not on the loading list to fly a 
regular mission in the B-26's. An A--26 Mobile 
Training Unit returned to the field and set up 
its displays for teaching both air crews and 
ground crews some of the intricacies of the 

( 

new plane. Working feverishly to make the 
change o v e r  on schedule Colonel Maxwell 
had every plane that was flyable flying every 
minute it possibly could. The new planes 
would take off with one crew and fly for a 
few minutes in the vicinity of the field and 

. land again. They would not even take the 
time to return to their hardstands. The next 
crew scheduled to fly it would meet the plane 
on the perimeter track where the crews were 
exchanged and the plane take off again. In 
Some Cases the Crew that had just flown the I 

plane possibly for the first time was helping 
to check out the second crew which had met 
the plane on the perimeter track. Toward the 
middle of the mon th  the remainder of the 
planes came onto the field and engineering 
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Snow and ice increased the 
work of ground crews who 
never once let weather in-
terfere with their getting 

planes ready. 
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sections which were working 18 to 20 hours a 
day ran acceptance checks on· them, painted 
them with the group's tail marks and released 
them for flying just as quickly as mass chain 
inspections would allow. By February 19th 
the group had received and had ready enough 
A-26' s to run a complete mission and Colonel 
Corbin notified higher command. Bad weather 
intervened on the 20th and the mission had
to be scrubbed. The following morning the 
crews were briefed again and a formation of 
23 A-26' s took off to attack Herford Rail-
road Bridge. 

The change over involved the transfer of 
many of the combat crews made surplus by the 
changing over to an aircraft which had a crew 
of two rather than of six. Men high up in 
missions were generally speaking, sent home. 
Others were transferred to some of the other 
B-26 groups. 

Pilots and gunners fell immediately in love 
with the A-26 which had so many more de- 

sirable characteristics than the old B-26 had 
had and was so much more easy to fly and 
to handle under difficult circumstances. Most 
of them felt a certain loyalty to the old 
Marauders which had done such a good job 
but they were not at all sorry the change over 
was made. ~ 

Everyone in the group will remember 
Beaumont and probably there was no one in 
the group who regretted leaving there. It can- 
not be said though, that even in spite of the 
miserable living conditions during a hard win- 
ter the group did not have its share of fun. 
Toward the ·end officers of some of the squad-
rons had parties to which they were able to 
bring nurses from some of the General Hos-
pitals in the Paris vicinity and these parties 
were held in the true tradition of all 386th 
parties. They were not the large scale brawls 
of the days in England where one club served 
all the officers in the group but they were 
certainly very worthy imitations on a smaller 
scale. 

It was while the group was at Beaumont 
that the ground forces broke through the Sieg- 
freid line, reached and c rossed  the Rhine 
River, surrounded and subdued the Ruhr 
Valley and went on into Centra l Germany and 
Southern Germany. At this point it became ap- 
parent that the group could not be expected 
to bomb in support of the ground forces for 
very much longer since the targets were al- 

. ready at the limit of the range of the aircraft. 
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It was just a question of sweating out a move 
and hope that the move would be to a better 
place than the one the group occupied. It
could hardly have been worse. As the rumors 
began to fly and the official plans began to 
be known it appeared that the group would 
move to the Northeast - into Belgium. There 
was some talk that the group might move to 
St. Trond, Belgium, and that it might share 
that field with one of the other groups of the 
wing and as this was reported to be a field 
in excellent condition with many facilities 
everyone crossed their fingers and hoped for · 
the best. 

It seemed almost too good to be true 
when word came down that the field at St. 
Trond was to be the next field occupied by 
the 386th, and the 386th was to occupy it 
alone. Whether or not anyone in the group 
had any influence on this decision it was 
pretty generally decided by most of the per- 
sonnel that Colonel Corbin had somehow 
worked a miracle. The fir.st officers to make 
a reconnaissance of the field on April 1st came 
back with such glowing tales that no one 
could believe it was true until the last man 
in the rear echelon actually took off for and 
landed at St. Trond on April 9th. 

Civilization Again 
\ 

At Beaumont most of the men had learn-
ed to fend for themselves and to make usable 
gadgets out of small sticks of wood and had 
almost forgotten what it was like to live in a 
house with walls and ceilings and windows. 
In Beaumont a man's latrine was a drafty 
trench but in St. Trond bath rooms, complete 

  with tiling and running water, were provided. 
There was even central heating and showers. 

The officers were billeted in a group of 
modern buildings about a mile off the per- 
imeter track toward the town of St. Trond
buildings that had been erected for the Ger- 
mans only three or four years before and 
which the Germans had neglected to demolish 
in their hasty retreat toward the Fatherland. 
The area resembled more a modern suburban 
residential area than army barracks. It even 
had a large swimming pool conveniently locat- 
ed in the middle of the area. 

The enlisted men did not have so luxur-
ious a set-up but all of them were located in 
a tremendous building which had been at one 
time the Belgian War College. It was old 
and run down and during the first few weeks, 
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before its plumbing facilities and messing facil-
ities could be arranged, the men had a rough 
time. Still, bad as it was during that period it 
was better than the best days at Beaumont 
and, if for no other reason than just the change, 
everyone was pretty generally satisfied and 
happy. 

Working facilities on the field itself were 
also more than adequate and far more than 
the group had expected to find. Group head-
quarters was located in a four story building, ' 
the lower three floors of which were below 
the surface of the ground, built that way by 
the Germans to protect themselves against 
Allied air attacks. S-2 was set up in what had 
been for the Germans a fire house. It was a 
modern building complete with slide pole and 
it was there that all operational planning and 
briefing took place. The war room was set 
up in the part of the fire house that had been 
a garage. This had been completely walled in 
with soft board and all the necessary opera-
tional maps of all scales were set up as they 
w ere at Beaumont so that even on the shortest 
notice a briefing could be held. The briefing 
room and the Navigator - Bombardier room 
were upstairs in the building which gave 
everyone who attended the briefings the op-
portunity to slide down the fire pole, a fascin- 
ating pastime. It was a far more elaborate set 
up than any intelligence officer in the field 
had a right to hope for. 

s-3 was located approximately 100 yards 
from s- 2 in a long low building which suited
their requirements admirably. It was large 
enough that Armament, Ordnance, Weather 
and the Searchlight Unit could all be housed 
comfortably under the one roof. Each of the 
squadrons had operations of fices and eng
ineering offices on the line somewhere along 
the perimeter track but except when there was 
flying to be done personnel remained in their 
respective areas where all the mess halls were
set up. There was no reason for anyone ex
cept Headquarters and Operations personnel to 
go down to the field except for the purposes 
of flying. Classes and training devices for both 
officers and gunners were maintained in the 
officers' area and in the gunners' area to ease 
the burden on transportation. 

The group found that the people of Bel-
gium could for the most part understand Eng-
lish even if they couldn't speak it. The girls 
were probably no prettier than the French 
girls but they seemed easier to get along with. 
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St. Trond 
The town of St. Trond itself was a pretty 

lit tle town quite a bit larger than Beaumont 
and very much more pleasant to visit. For 
one thing there were several small restaur-
ants which seemed t.o have limitless supplies 
of beefsteak, chips and eggs and for the first 
few weeks there was a great run on these 
restaurants. Another feature of the town, to 
the surprise of the men, was the existence of 
several ice cream parlors which served bona- 
fide ice cream, maybe not quite as good as 
that they used to get at home, but pretty fair 
ice cream which could be made up into sun-
daes of all kinds. 

Operationally it was becoming obvious 
that the Germans could not hold out much 
longer, that in fact effective organized resist-
ance had ceased along most of the front lines. 
It seemed now a quest ion of reducing objec- 
tives which were being defended hopelessly 
by fanatical SS troops. Crews who had not 
been able to get up to the front in the earlier 
liaison trips were clamoring to make the trip 
before the war was over and many of them 
were able to do this. 

One of the main features of the life at 
St. Trond was the hiring of civilian personnel 
to keep the living areas policed and perform 
all the kitchen police duties in the kitchens. 
In the officers' mess Belgian women waited 
on tables. It was far and away the most com- 
fortable set-up the group had ever had and a 
pleasant place to be at the war's end. 

. In all this time the squadrons had seen 
many changes in commanding officers,. Lt. 
Colonel Lockhart, 552nd CO, returned to the 
States in July 1944 for a 30 day leave. He 
was followed by Major Perry for a short time 
until he went to group as s-3. Captain Curran 
took over then and when he went to the 
States, Captain Lem Burgess assumed com-
mand. Due to difficulty with his ears, he left 
the, squadron shortly after the move to France 
and Captain George Howard took command. 
Shortly before · V- E Day he became Group 
Operations Officer and Major Bud Lambert 
assumed comand. 

' 
In the 553rd, Lt. Colonel Harris went up 

to 99th Wing and was replaced by Major 
Dewhurst who turned the squadron over to 

I 

Major Hoover when he went home. Captain 
Howard Burris took over the squadron when 
Major Hoover returned to the States. 

Lt. Colonel T. I. Ramsey turned the 554th 
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over to Captain Peter B. Green who brought · 
the squadron to the continent. Major Henry 
Reed took over when Lt. Colonel Green went 
home in the spring of 1945. 

The 555th saw t he  greatest number of 
CO' s and was the only squadron to lose a 
commanding officer in action. The squadron 
which had a long spell of hard luck lost two 
successive CO' s on rough raids. When Lt. 
Colonel Beatty went to Group as Air Execu
tive, Major C. V. Thornton was placed in .. 
command. When he was shot down over 
Holland Major Don Weiss assumed command. 
He was shot down over Caen. Major J. T. 
Wilson then took over, until. when he left for 
the States, he turned the squadron over to 
Major B. B. White. When later as a Lt. Col-
onel he developed a knee injury and went 
home, Captain John Strand took over and was 
in command on v ... E Day. 

V-E Day 
V-E Day was received by the group in 

the traditional 386th manner. The evening at 
the bar in the officers' club was probably not 
much different from any evening at the bar 
except that there was considerably more liquor 
both provided and consumed than on an ord
inary night. With the men in the cadet build-

,,,,,, . 
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ing the celebration was no less boisterous and 
no less complete. The attitude universally 
seemed to be that although this day had been 
imminently expected for a week it had been 
the day all of them had been <<sweating out>> 
since that May 27th, 1943, when they sailed 
past the Statue of Liberty. This had been the 
primary objective of two years of effort, of 
long days and nights of work, cold hands 
working on cold engines, of flying through 
tough flak, of getting up early in the morn
ing to prepare food for combat crews, of 
handling massive quantities of administration 
required of a combat unit. It was a day worth 
celebrating and very few members of the 386th 
let the opportunity pass. 

Approximately two weeks after V-E Day 
came o f fic ial  word that the group would 
undertake an extensive program to orient 
crews with the different operational problems 
to be encountered in the Pacific theater, a 
theater about which almost no one in the 
European Theater of Operations knew very ' 
much. 

The group was back where it started. It 
was more experienced and more tired but had 
finished one job and was setting about learn
ing how to handle the problems of another. 
There were two down and one to go! 

' 
Visiting infantry Officer gives talk to air crews in Group War room. 
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PART- Ill 
\ • 

of the Personnel 

V-E Day 
I 

Squadrons as 
• 

Periods 
• 

and During 
' . 

• ( 
Prior to V-E Day : 

• 
Group Headquarters • • 

• 

COLONEL : 

Corbin . T G 
LIEUTENANT COLONELS :

Daggett    D D 
Maxwell. I. C. 

MAJORS : 

Burris. H. L 
Carruth, U. J. 
Curran . E . E. 
Haire . T. B. 
Lovin . E. J. 
Reffe . H 
Rubenstein. M. 
Saar. J. W 

• 
CAPTAINS : 

Behrens. H. P. 
Blumenthal. A. P. 
Charters. G . H. 
Cook. H. 
Cutler. J. M. 
Davis. F. 
Hemans. G . B. 
Hitchcock. H. C. 
Maletic, J. T . 
Miller. J. A . 
Mullins. A . B · 
Nash. W. P. 

Personnel assigned as of V-E Day. 

I 

Olson. C. W 
Post, D. P 
Ruhl. G . J 
Snyder. M P 
Zehner. J. 

FIRST Lieutenants r 

Bardwick. H. A. 
Bolinger. A. B. 
Epand. H . H , 
Leone. J. A. 
Lyon. R. M 
Momenee. A. W. 
Rohrs, J. W . 
Yeager. C. A. 

SECOND LIEUTENANTS s 

Du Mars. Glen M. 
Smith. R. H. 

WARRANT OFFICER s 

Lord. F. H. 

MASTER SERGEANTS s 
Bradshaw, L. H . 
Farley, L. 
Ganucheau. J. J. 
Jackman. G . W .
Paganelli. R. 

• 

TECHNICAL SERGEANTS : 

Bernabe, W. 
Clark. J. 
Churchwell. P . B. 
Cross. R. R. 
De Reu. H. H . 
Edwards. L, 
Elliott. C. R. 
Fontana. P . 
Krauch. F. E. 
McKee. P. R. 
Seeger. W. H. 
Snyder, J. J . 
Walden . C. C. 

STAFF SERGEANTS a 

Casebeer. M. L . 
Harvey. R. B . 
Hume. R. T. 
Ladden. W . D . 
Lundell. A . W . 
Morton. W . H. 
Parker. F. I. 
Ritter. D. L . 
Rosend. H . H. 
Stephens. D. R . 

SERGEANTS : 
Barry, J. L. 
Craig. R . J. 
Czardybon. J. J. 

' 

\ 
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Fitzsimnions, F. P. 
Gehring. A . F. 
Grear. S, J. 
Johnson. H . M  
McKee. H . R. 
Preslar. H. V . 
Shaw. H. C. 
Shirk. I. F. 
Soendker. E. W . 
Wetzel. J. M. 
Wilson. R. J. 
CORPoRALS : 

Bacon. F. E. 
Clayton. D. S. 
Golden; L. B. 
Marolt, F. P. 
Mullett. R. H. 
Murray. J . J . 
McGookey. R. J. 
Provenzale. S. 
Witham. D. C. 

.. 

J 

• 

' 

PRlV ATES FIRST CLASS i 

Allen. R E. 
Baxter. B. R . 
Eckstein. M. M. 
Johnson. W. S. 
King. J. G . 
Lea. R . G . 
McCabe. W. 
Pigott . J. F 
Whiteside R. E. 
Y ates L . E . 

• 

• 

· Personnel assigned during periods prior to V-E- Day
• • 

, .. 

\ 

COLONELS : 

Kelly. J. W . 
Maitland . L. J. 
Sanders. R. C. 

LIEUTENANT COLONELS : 

Beaty. S. R 
Cameron. W E 
Hankey. H G 
Perry. L D 

MAJORS : 

Bingham. J M \ 
Britt. H . A. 
Burhann . H 
Christian. C. H 
Dillinger. J. O . 
Dougherty. G 
Economidis . S . G . 
Hardy, C. E 
Hill. A E 
Mellen. J. I 
Meyers L. C, 
Quinn E F 
Raper. E. E 
Rodgers E. A. 
Smith. W E 
Turner. W . A . 
White . T J. 

\ 
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• 
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CAPTAINS : 

Anderton. C. W 
Bishop . J. E 
Bushnell. R . W 
Calner. A. W 
Cunningham. R . L. 
Derr. F . D 
Egler. C. W 
Heward . F. E 
Jacobs. A. J 
Le Master. K K. 
Lippens. R . . A.. 
Miller. J E. 
Oder. W H 
Ostlind  B R. 
Penjur . J 
Rodesch. R K. 
Saffell. P. L 

Smith . M B, 
FIRST LIEUTENANTS : 
Acheson. C M. 

· Anderson . E . A. 
Costello . T . 
Craig. E L 
Esikoff. S. 
Gunderson . C G. 
Lyons . B. M 
Peterson. A. E. 
Smeltzer, O . G . 
Sturgeon, E . E. 

\ 
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SECOND LIEUTENANTS : 

Brooke. G . A 
Schacter. F. 

MASTER SERGEANTS : 
Cobb. H W 
Melsaac. E D 
Redmond . R . 
Woodard . B. L. 

- STAFF SERGEANTS : 

\ 

• 

Jacobs. I 
Scott. G . B. 

SERGEANTS : 
Lizzio. A. T 
Pelletier. L . A. 
Woodruff, H C. 

J 

, 

• 
I 

• 

' 

CORPORALS 

Edwards. H. G . 
McGee, W . R . 

PRIVATES  

Hein. F. J .. 
Sampson. R . E . 
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552 nd 

MAJORS : 

Downs. Eldon W. 
Lambert. Bud W. 
Nygren. Gordon E. 

CAPTAINS t 

Armstrong. John M .. Jr. 
Bouras. Nicholns J . 
Friedman. Warren J . 
Haiie. James F. 
Hogg, Gordon S. 
Latawiec, Frank G 
Lusk . Morgan D. 
Paulsen . Wilard F. 
Riorda. Joseph S. 
Woofter. John R . 
Zabinski. Edward. J . 

FIRST LIEUTENANTS : 

Ashley. James W . 
Ayer . William
Badger Harold W 
Bennos. Xenophon A 
Bryan. Warren L 

Button. Frank R 
Cann . Robert I. 
Clever. Ernest C 
Coolidge . Charles M. 
Coplen. Robert S 
Cull . Robert T 
Dammer . William H . 
Darst. Lawrence M .• Jr. 
Davis . Donald G . 
Delaney . Charles E 
Dove John C 
Duff . Danny R 
Dunning. Leslie L. 
Eiler . Frederick O . 
Foss. Buckley W 
Frost Joseph H . Jr. 
Golladay Tibbs M 
Hart Ralph D 
Hawkins. Edward M ~1 
Henzi Charles P 
Jones. Norman W 
Larimer John W . 
Marters, William R 
McIver James C 
Parker. Carl U 
Parsons William C 
Richmond John W . 
Robbins. Ray P 
Rogers Alpha C . Jr 
Thomas, John S~ . Jr 
Tolosky Anthony T. 
Watson. Maurice E. 
Wendel Carl P 

, 

Wetherhold Ray A 
Whited Robert L 
Whitnel. William H
Williams. John B. . Jr 
Willnow Alfred T , Jr 
Yandell Wesley 

, 

SECOND LIEUTENANTS : 

Allen. Burtis R. 
Bendt . George 
Forrester John M 
Gulick . Herman R . 
Hauri. John S 
Haygood. Herman R 
Hoffman . Leon D . Jr . 
Hyman . Robert L 
Marks. Louis M 
Smart. Earl H . 
Taylor . William D 
Weidman . Fred H D . 

FLIGHT OFFICERS : 

H uffaker. James A . 
Sanders . John T . 

FIRST SERGEANT : 

McAlister. Lester H 

MASTER SERGEANTS :

Couper James W . 
DrozdaK. Peter A 
Gregory Albert E 
Milano. Edward 
Pargeon . Paul B. 
Petrowsky . Ernest S 
Schroedl William 
Wood . Eugene: P 
Langford, ~Ralph E. 

• 

\ 
• 
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Bomb Squadron.. 
Personnel assigned as of V -E Day. 
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TECHNICAL SERGEANTS : 

Bean. William J . 
Bigham, James W .. Jr. 
Bjorklund . Arnold S. 
Boughton , Robert ·E . 
Branch. Albert M 
Bunting. William D. 
Calhoun, John T . 
Camilleri. Vincent J. 
Conner. James F . 
Conner , Nolan B . 
Connors. Bernard L 
Creighton. Elmer H . 
Ettinger. Gail E .. 
F etrow. Richard V . 
Gallagher. Arthur P 
Gorecki . Edward J 
Harden. Arthur E.. 
Isham, Lawrence V 
Lisak. Theodore 
Madie ra. Armando F 
Mason. Jack L 
McHugh Elden E 
Molinelli. John J. 
Montgomery. Sam R 
Moore . J C. 
Moskowski. John R 
Murphy. Edward C 
Naples. John A . 
O'Neill . Michael J. 
Orth . Robert P. 
Parker . Jesse D. 
Parkhurst. Daniel J 
Pate. Carl 
Payne. Joseph M . Jr 
Perkins. Joe M
Perry. Louis W . 
·Poundstone, Charles J. 
Price. Roy E. 
Propst , Haskell M. 
Ray. Edward K. 
Reynolds, George C .. Jr. 
Rowland, Donald W 
Salisbury. Homer L. 
Salley. Lester E. 
Schmidt. Henry J, 
Schweikhart , Harold E 
Truhan, Robert C. 
Wright. Arthur C. 

STAFF SERGEANTS : 

Adams. John T. 
Albert. Merle A . 
Altgilbers. Nor be rt F. 
Beatty. Donald T. 
Bellar. Harold 
Bellucci , Joseph N. 
Bender . Russell A . 
Biggs. Clarence P , 
Bowman. David A 
Burkett , Frank M . Jr. 
Dale, Byron J. 
De Ocampo. Augustine A. 
Di Sciullo, Rudolph F 
F err ell . Thomas F . 
Grado. Marco V 
Hatcher . Ray A 
Keyser , Willis L. 
Seaver. Francis E 
Limber . William J. 
Madruga . John P. 
Marcangelli , Louis C. 
Marmillo. Dominick F . 
Maytubby. Jesse D , Jr 
McQue, Walter F 
Modugno. Roy J. 
Munden . H arry A . 
Napp. John O. 
Newman . Robert L  
Nugent, Leonn 
Parish. William M. 
Parker. Robert A . 
Polsky. Harry 
Raff etty. Thomas E 
Robinson. Floyd L Jr. 
Richa rds. Guy C 
Rogers. Wayne A 
Rosenthal. Arthur L. 
Shannon , Robert A . 
Siemens. Ruben 
Slama. Joseph G . 
Sorg. John P 
Taylor. James W. 
Troxclair . Ulysses F 
Wharton . Kenneth E. 
Wilks. James S 
Wilson , Paul A . 
Wood, Oliver S, 
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SERGEANTS : 
Alexander. Paul L. 
Anderson. Robert E . 
Arnone . Angelo J 
Behar. Nathan 
Belk. Basil B. 
Bigelow. Louis W . 
Burrow. Raymond J. 
Clugston. Norman L, 
Cook Malcolm C. 
Coufal. Joe M 
Davidson. Olen F. 
Deans. David C. 
De Molen. Arthur 
Early. Harold J. 
Edwards. Loran R. 
Elinskt. John J. 
Empson . Freeman 
Frasier . Paul A . 
Garrett. Malcolm H . 
Gash. Wallace R . 
Geibe, Russell V . 
Goff. Edwin V . 
Golden . Philip R. 
Green . Vincent J. 
Guberman. Benjamin 
Harris. Albeyt G. 
Heinauer. Theodore T . 
Herboldsheimer, Maurice D. 
Hnatik, William 
Holston. Raymond J . 
Howarth. Harry 
Jarvis, Earl L. 
Johnson. Durward W . 
Kallio Nickolas A . 
Kot. Matthew J. 
Lane. Harold W . 
Larson Albert 
Lewis. Benjamin W . 
Lohr. Robert C. 
Mathison. Clarence I. 
McGinnis. Judson B 
McLanahan. Thomas W , 
McMullen. Howard E 
Nicholson . Clifford D . 
O ' Kelly. Carl E . 
Owens. James W. 
Page. Phinus B. 
Pennewell. Harry R, .., 
Perdue, Herbert C. 
Pierce, Samuel P 
Purvis, Lynn H . 
Pusti, John 
Ryle . Marion J. 
Saccomani . Mario C 
Schaf. Alfred W . 
Sopko. Edward E 
Sr Felix. Le Roy C, 
Summers. Stanley E 
Syferd . John J 
Tasa. Julian H . 
Terranova, Michael 
White. Raymond E. 
Wyatt. William R . 
Yep, James L. 
Zeleznikar. Frank 

PRIVATES : -
Bal. John H . 
Beam. Leon D. 
Biersch . Richard O . 
Bodkin , Earl L . 
Brewer. Edmond T. 
Bruno. Dominic J. 
Buckley. Charles F. 
Cannarella. F rank A 
Carter. Vernie E. 

Christ. Michael J . 
Conkol. Vincent P . 
Cook . Enos M. 
Cotner, Melvin D . 
Cropley. Charles J . 
Daddio. James 
Dawson. Harold C. 
Deaton. Emmett C . 
Deweese. Charles R· 
Flores. F rederick A. 
French. John F. 
Friedberg. Theodore 
Gaston. Harry L. 
Gonsalves. Manuel S. 
G reenburg, Herman W . 
Guttum. Arthur J. 
Haseltine , Herbert M. 
Hollis. Charles A . 
Huck, Albert B. 
Ittenberg. Uriel M. 

, 

, 

.. 

• 

' 

.. 

• 

Jagow. Edward N. 
Kirsch. Louis 
Kuhn. Wilson F 
Layton. William H . 
Lichtfield. Donald G. 
McRea . Alexander W .. Jr. 
Maiorano. Bernard J. 
Marshall, Robert D . 
McClintic. James W . 
McCoslin. Clovis F. 
McCoy. James O . 
McGary. John R • Jr. 
McMullan. Miley F. 
Moldrup. Loris C. 
Myers. William C. 
Neibert . Clarence O . 
Newminster. James E. 
Nahas Peter R . 
Orlando. Fred 
Paris. Ben 
Patterson. Charles G. 
Portolese. Ross A ~-
Ramsey. Robert M. 
Reifenheser. Henry G . 
Reitmeyer, Leo J. 
Riley, Jerry G . 
Rock. Stcrlini B. 
Roosch . Bernhardt M. 
Roth. Leroy M. 
Schrader. Joseph H . 
Sermersheim. Lewis V . 
Shadle, Harvey N. 
Southard. Charles W . 
Stewart. Jonothan H . 
Sverdlove , Leon 
Taylor, James W . 
Vidusic. George R . / 
Vona. Joseph P. 
Walters. Paul H . 
Warren. Charles C .  Jr. 
Welsh. Jerauld K. 
Wilson. Cyde A. 
Wool. Joe J . 

' 
• . 

PRIVA TES FIRST CLA SS : 

Adkins. Leande r 
Angeron, Lloyd G . 
Asman Ralph J 
Bearnon. Williard R 
Bishop. Charles
Blankenship. Charles E 
Bowen. Jobe H . 
Brown. Herbert J . 
Carbone, Joseph P. 
Carrieri. Philip 
Centoni. Gino J 
Christensen, Henry K. 
Coopersmith, Morris
Copper, Iasac T 
Czaka, Eugene W 
Davenport, Donald J. 
Deuel. Walter L 
Dinigus. Howard H 
Dudding. Lloyd Z. 
Faller . Peter J. 
Eerrara. Vincent J. 
Carcia. Carlos G . 
Glover. Charles E. 
Hamilton. Albert R. 
Hopp. Anton W. 
Hudzinski. William L. 
Johnson, Clifton A . 
Kahn. Jose A . 
Lecaroz. Gerard J . 
Maddess, CharlesM, 
Malec. Walter 
McCready Bates L. 
McNeil. John D. 
Molina. Lionardo 
Palavoda. Stanley, 
Pibil. John J 
Robertson . Oscar L. 
Shaw. Grady J . 
Stango. Alphonso A 
Stone. Conway C. 
Twernbold. Earl W 
Venditell i. Stanley A 
Vice, Murphy A . 
Wert. Fred J . 
Wilson. Raymond C. 
Zinn . Clarence O . . 
PRIVATES : 

Lindauer. Kenneth J . 
Mullins. Wallace 
Osbourne. Melvin L
Peebls. Charles B. Jr 
Puma. Carmel A . 
Salerno. Louis S. 
Stuart. Robert H 

• 

-. 

• 

• • 

• 

I 

• 

• 
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Mullinax, Homer R.
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• . , . • Squadron. 552 nd Bomb 
Personnel assigned during periods prior to v ... E ... Day. 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL : 

Lockhart . C W 

MAJORS : -. 

, Curra n. Emmett E.. 
Howard George S.' 
Nygren. Gordon E. 
Perry. Leland D 
Thornton. Charles V 

CAPTAINS : 

Andrews Allen L, 
Aultman, Ronald W 
Baird . Guy P . Jr. 
Barr. Paul E. 
Bishop. James E. 
Blackwelder. Jean H 
Burgess. Leonard H 
Cook. Will iam J. 
Corbin . Thomas C . 
Cutler John M
Hatch. Stewart A 
Hengst. Lewis R 

• 

. . 

Humble Solon A .. 
Jacobs. Arthur L ·· 
Lehman.Theodore-
Liston, Lester J 
Lonergan. Warren M ~ 
Lubojasky. Justin C 
Marble. Ralph W 
Meier. Fred A. 
Os tlind . Benjamin R 
Potter. Byron L. Jr 
Price. William J. 
Ritter, Herbert C 
Slanker. Earl J. 
Spencer, Romney J 
Wendt. Jerold A 
FIRST LIEUTENANTS : 

Abriss. Murray S 
Ackerman. Sam 
Adams Willard R 
Albers John H 
Allen. John G. 
Anderson, Eugene F. 
Andranigian, Amar M 
Andreasen . Thorlief L 
Armstrong. Cyrill J. 
Arno. Ivan W .. Jr 
Barber. Robert B 
Bayne. Donald J 
Bell. Warren H . 
Bernard. Henri J. 
Bernstein. Samuel L 
Berry. Robert 
Black. James A. 
Blevins. Paul R . 
Bolinger. Asa D. 
Bowling. Russell R . 
Brandenburg. Jack. E.. 
Brandstrom. Ansel C. 
Brown, Burl D . 
Bryant. John M. 
Bulkeley. Edward R. 
Burmaster. Frank W . 
Carey. Howard 
Carls. William H 
Cilfone. Charles J. 
Clever. Ernest C 
Cox. William F .. Jr 
Crane. Robert L. 
Danforth. Stephen F 
Davis. oma G. 
Demarest. John. Jr. 
Dickinson. Edgar C 
Dove. John G 
Du Bois. Glenn O . 
Goodman. Raymond L 
Craves. George Y. 
Greenwood. Jack 
Haire. Thomas B. 
Hanna. Max E 
Hartley. David M. C. 
Hedges. Vernon R 
Henrickson. Arthur M 
Hendrix. W illiam T 
Higgins. Jesse C 
Hoffman. Robert B. 
Horvath Ernest P 
Irwin. James C. 
lsrael. Walter U. 
Johnson. Glen H 
Keen. William G . 
Klein. Roy 
Knight. Francis G . 

  Lampman John D .. Jr 
Lester. Harry J 
Lobig. John O . 
Lyon. Robert M 

I 

• 

. . . 
. . . 
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~ . .. 
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• 

, 
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Madson . Gordon K. 
McIntyre. Joseph D 
McNutt. Ross A . 
Mulgrew. Robert P 
Musich. Charles 
Mustari Nick J 
Nelson George J . 
Neville. Robert C 
Newton. C . J . Jr 
Novitsky. Walter 
.Nydegger. John A 
Parsons. Floyd L 
Petrey. John B 
Popovici, Anthony 
Pudzuvelis. William I 
Ragland. William O
Rice. Wendell H . 
Ross. Rufus C .. Jr 
Rudolph. Milton E 
Sann. Reuben 
Seltzer. John L 
Slemmons. Harry A 
Snyder. Millard P 
Snyder Robert E. 
Solley. James H C 
Strand. John H . Jr. 
Tansley. Robert W 
Trigonides. Dean P 
Vincent. Donald E 
White. Frank W 
Whittle. Henry E. 
Workman W illiam M 
Wright. Don ·B 
Young. James. Jr 

• 

SECOND LIEUTENANTS , 

Anderson. John L 
Andes. Roy H 
Arnberg. George C 
Avrett . Neal E. 
Baldwin. William E 
Bausch. Emery E 
Bell. Thomas N. 
Bottomley. Gordon F 
Brian. Wesley E 
Bruck. Joseph M. • 
Bryant. James W 
Buell . Henry E . 
Chapman. James T. 
Clare. Robert H . 
Clements. Robert W . 
Coffey William J .. Jr 
Colley. Thaddeus E. • 
Conner. Howard W 
Corbin . Harold J. 
Denisevich. Peter. Jr. 
Dixon . Lawrence P. 
Dottenheim. Mellville H 
Dow. Randolph C. 
Draganchuk William 
Eggeman. Harold W 
Engles. James B. 
F' air banks. Deming D 
F' enerty. John J .  Jr. 
Fergusson. Harvey E
Flynn. Charles J 
Fowler. Oscar L 
Germana . Albert G 
Gilbert. Morton 
Hensel. Herman L 
Herbers William T 
 Hester. James A 
Hoof. Harold C . 
Hyman. Robert L 
Jones. Casey 
Lael. Francis V . 
Lauirila. T oivo E: 
Long. Ralph W. 
Lowman. Marvin D 
Mahan. John W .  Jr 
Maimonis. William 
Meany. John W .. Jr 
Mee. Robert C. 
Morgan . Jack B . 
Morgart. William R 
O’Brien Francis P 
Olson. Virgil B 
Purcell. Thomas F 
Reed. John V. 
Reed. Robert A 
Regan. James J 
Reich. Gilbert 
Roman. Leo J, 
Sanders. Roy T. ' 
Smith. Roy H . Jr 
Stone. Dearing F 

  Wise. Raymond E. 
Wood. John W . Jr 
Woodcock. Walter D 
Yancey. Homer C 

I 

I 

I 

FLIGHT OFFICERS : 

Almon. Everett L 
Brinkmann, William F 
Conley. Frank J. 
Dry. Maurice E . 
Freiburger. Alfred L 
Gragg. Robert G . 
Langill. Edward J. 
Oliver, William H 
Tiger. Stanley A. 
MASTER:SERGEANTS : 

Car. Oswald B 
Chew. Robert 
Couper. James C 
Elder. James C. 
McElveen. Ralph 

TECHNICAL SERGEANTS : 

• 

Adams. James D 
Ayer. DaVid N. 
Bean . William J. 
Brow. Francis X. 
Conner. James F. 
Coursey. Charles W 
Crosson. Wayne L 
Dickens. Jack M. 
Dilworth. William J 
Diorio. Gilbert J. 
Dunn. George, H . Jr. 
Fitzsimmons. Robert S 
Flynn. Eugene F. 
Fontana. Patsy 
F orney. Richard E 
Gordon. John W. 
Grgich. Joseph G 
Crus. Leo W. • 
Hadley. Harold B 
Hall. Donald D. 
Honkemeyer. James M 
Harris. William B. 
Hoagland. Andrew 
Hoxie . Norman C 
Huskey. Venoy J. 
Jones Earl 
Kahl. Edward H 
Kizer. Wayne L . . 
Krump. Howard V 
Kuhnley, John F. 
La Vance. Sidney H 
Le Maire. Ralph T 
Light. Lawrence H . 
Loftin. Fred L. 
Martin. Samuel L . Jr 
Mason. Jack L. 
Mason. Joseph W. 

• 

Miller. Robert W . 
Murphy. Timothy F. 
Neatherley. William H A. 
Norman. Lester L. 
O'Kane. Robert W 

 Polson, Kenneth J 
Russum, John S 
Scholz. Howard R . 
Stankeiwicz. John P 
Todd. Alexander G 
Turner. W illiam 
Vreeland. Burton L 
Webb. Gerald T. 
Whitehead. Jack E: 
Wright. John D 
Zimay. Ernest A 
STAFF SERGEANTS : .. 
Abriola. Daniel A 
Alfredson. Carl W 
Angel. Gordon 
Anuscavage. F' rank A. 
Artrip. Pridemore 

\. Austin. Glenn 
Bailey. Harry E. 
BaKer. Max E. 
Bell. Norman L. 
Bennett. Kenneth E 
Berquist. Robert L 
Bilyeu. Emmett. Jr 
Bombara. Frank A 
Buckner. Pierce S. 
Carlson. Harold W 
Casto. Hansel E 
Clark. John W . 
Collins. Joseph D. 
Conway Robert L 
Corbin. David E 
Coyle. Robert E 
Davenport. Billy T . 
Dickerson. Harry S 
Dipple. Alan N 
Dumas. Albert F. 
Edgar. Chester O 
Ellington. Boyce W 
Ellis. Charles H 

/ 
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Everhart. Lynch H 
Feraco. William 
Fleetwood . Guy D. 
Formicola . Harry J 
F rederick. Joe W . 
F rederick, Williard A 
Frerich. Robert J 
Gemmell . Jack A . Gerlach. Irving H 
Godhard. Thomas T 
Gorin. Ned 
 

 
 
Harris., George M. 
Hartman. Warren M. 
Harvey. Roger B. 
Henry. Thornton B 
Hinson. Hollis R. 
Hood. Eugene 
Hubbard. F'rancis M 
Hudlow. Chester D 
Hudson, Joseph W 
Hunt .. W illiam J 
Hynes. Lyle M. 
Hywari Hugo A. 
Kershaw. Wilmer J 
Klier. Chester P . 
Ladden. William D 
Lange. Howard W 
Lewis. Jacob E. 
Lovette. James H 
Magnuson. Roger D 
Makely. Joseph M 
Mann. David G 
Markley. Milton C M 
May. Herbert L. 
McConnell. John V. 
McGraw. William V. 
McKim. Myron O . 
McKinney. Frank G 
Medric. Edward P . 
Melancon. Samuel J . 
Murray. William L. 
Osborne. Charles H 
Park. John H . · 
Parson,, Ovid J 
Perry, John R. 
Peterson Zephire 
Poet. Russell 
Polley. Ollen H . 
Porter. Roland D. 
Pratt. Norman F. 
Rafferty. Lawrence A 
Ritchey. Leo R 
Rosen. Rubin 
Rowe, James A. 
Ruess. Aubrey L. 
Sanchez. Joseph E 
Schwanke. Leroy F. 
Schwartz, Harry A . 
Schuh. William G . 
Scudder. Phil J. 
Smith. Edward A . 
Smyth. Charles, W. 
Spero. Emanuel B. 
Staley. Elton J. 
Stream. Edward A 
'Strollo. Alfred 
Tholen. Christian H 
Tomlin. Lee R 
Underwood. Arden C 
Upton. Thomas S. 
Vermette. Arthur J 
Wilkie. James D . 
Wright. Robert E 
SERGEANTS : 

Anderson. Donald O . 
Anderson. Leonard N 
Bame. Raymond A ., Jr 
Battle. Johnny B. Jr. 
Biegelman. Edward O 
Bowen , Gerald E 
Byrd. Robert W 
Chadwick. Enoch E 
Creedon, James J . Jr 
D’Avi. Andre H 
Duniphin. Mathrew J. 
Ellis. Albert H. 
Fields. Robert R 
Flynn. Thomas J. 
Foster. Thomas J 
Fowler. George C 
Godin. Leo J 
Gorrie. David F 
Graff. James G . 
Grosiak. John B. 
Howell. Lonnie H . Jr 
Jasperson, Vearl M 
Kitchen. Lovelace 

- . 

• 

• 

Kjellquist. Ernest T . 
Madden. Arthur J. 
Maloof John W. 
Mayberry. John H. 
McArthur. Clarence E 
MeGuirk. Vernon P. 
McNeil. Louis P. 
Newell. William R 
Pelletier. Louis · A. 
Peterson. Edward B. 
Reeves. George C 
Samchuk. Nicholas 
Sander. Floyd C. 
Schlotfeld . Gene W. 
Stewart. John W. 
T arasewicz. Henry 
Weathers. Lawson E 
Weis. Peter 
White. Kenneth L 
Wildey. Roy M. 
Winninghoff. Jack R. 
Woodruff. Herbert C 
CORPORALS : 

 Baker. Raymond L 
Beane. Charles D . 
Brummer. Ronald E.. 
Carbonna. Alfred D 
Conklin. Frank R . 
Deutschlander. Fred P 
Freeman. Jack 
Hajjar. Azeez
Nelson. Morris S. 
Patterson. Alvin L 
Pennise. John P . 
Stewart. Jonathan H 
Suttles. Harvey B 
Travis. Jack A . 

-

W eston, Arthur T . 
PRIVATES FIRST CL.ASS :  
Allen. Richard E. 
Anton. Casimer W 
Berlin. James E . 
Chauvin. Rene P .. Jr 
Hahn. Ernest E. 
Harman. Theodore C 
Koff. Harry 
Lowery. Riley B .  Jr. 
Moran. Edwin A . 
Mulligan John H,. 
Ostrovsky. Leonard 
Pierro. Salvatore V 
Reeves, Joseph B. 
Scott, George D. 
PRIVATES : 

Amulewicz. John S 
Beckett. Harold L 
Betmark. Lee R. 
Broas. Albert. Jr. 
Brotherton. Fred 
Christie. Elred P . 
Church. George J. 
Coleman. Charles Z 
Conley. Clarence D. 
De Cordova. Will iam F 
Di Bianca. Anthony F. 
Dorris. Paul J. · 
Dow. Stanley A. 
Falgout. Marshall 
F' arrell. John J 
Harvey. Clayton E. 
Hoffman. Helmuth T 
Hoffman. Thomas J. 
Ingram. Edward I 
Jackson. Glen W 
Jobe. Billie R . 
Johruton. Ward W 
Krafka. Frank 
Larkin . John I 
Mansfield. Edward D. 
McMullen. William F 
McMurray. John W 
Medina. Gerardo B 

' Mitchell. John J . 
Morris. Joseph S. 
Nichols. Isham B. 
Nothnagel. Henry J 
Palumbo. Victor L. 
Pennachio. Joseph A 
Poitevent. John W 
Roberts. John J 
Rossman. James A 
Russell. Albert A . 
Schmidt. Robert R. 
Schultz. Norman A: 
Sharpe. Kenneth M 
Shaw. Walter E . 
Sherman. Edward 
Shibley. Raymond E. 
Valliere, John P. 
Wahl. Carl M. 
Whetstone. Robert A 

I 

' 

\ 

• 

' 

' 
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' 
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Graton. Roland A .
Green. Richard H 
Haluska. Frank J.
Hamm. Donald F

 Harper. Pearl E.
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MAJORS : 

Burris. Howard L . 
Marquis, Stewart D., Jr. 
Zoellner, Wallace P. 
CAPTAINS : 

Brockhouse. Robert B. 
Brown. Henry M. 
Cleveland. Edward D. 
Coleman, James K. 
Duggcr. Bert S. 
Hendricks. Tom F. 
Jaffe. Sol I. 
Keating, Edward T . 
Kyte. William O
Meyers, John H . 
Mills. W illiam W ., Jr. 
Roseberry. Daniel B. 
Rutt. Ronald G. 
Sentner. Leonard A 

FIRST LIEUTENANTS : 

Archbold. Henry L 
Austin. Robert L 
Bacon, Evan M. 
Blucher. Lester J 
Buss. Robert J . 
Christ iansen, Herbert W 
Christ ianson. Lester R. 
Colton. Milton M. 
Crawford. James R. 
Cummings. Richard C. 
Day. Arthur L. 
Denison. Richard H 
Dillon. Verdon L. 
Douglass, Chester W.

. 

Graves. George Y. 
Harbinson. Raymond 
Hodges. Ben A 
Keil. Dean E. 
Knox. James E. 
Kurath, Walter G
Law, Thomas L .. Jr 
Layne. William J. 
Logan. George R 
Miller. Charles J 
Mills. Harold I. 
Nanney, Harold J 
Osborn, Austin G. 
Pearrc. David A.· 
Ritter. Charles A 
Schultz. Earl C. "' 
Simokaitis, Frank J .. Jr 
Westendorf. Albert H 
Winberg. Roger E. 
Winkleman. Edward H 

SECOND LIEUTENANTS : 

Barney. Robert D . 
Cantu, Peter 
Carter. George 
Chansky. Donald N 
Funsten. Louis F. 
Heald. Gordon W 
Jones. Joseph W 
Libby. James K 
Lipkin. Louis 
Martin , Robert J 
McGhee. Jack C 
Mixsell. Austin 
Remaley, Robert E. 
Robson, Robert E 
Sechler , Walter P. 
Sisson, John M. 
Smith. Eugene J. 
Sternbergh. Solon A 
Wilshire. John R 
Zack. Anthony H . 
FLIGHT OFFICER : 

Paulk. William M. 

FIRST SERGEANT : 

Jones. George M .• Jr. 

MASTER SERGEANTS I 

Brown. Stanford 
Della Barba . Camillo J. 
Hammond. Eris L . 
Kost. Charles 
Leder, Harry W . 
Lerner. George B. 
Owen, Henry R . 

Bomb Squadron ... • 

• 

• 

-
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Personnel assigned as of V -E Day. 
TECHNICAL SERGE.ANTS : 

Alexander, Lester J 
Amundson. Carter B . 
Applegate. Robert A .. Jr. 
Barber , Phill ip J. 
Bargholz. Juliua M 
Bozimski. Edward S 
Brown, Robert A . 
Bruggeman . John B .• Jr 
Cole . Robert J. 
Coleman. John A 
Dugas, Harry G 
Faile. Willie C. 
Funk, Morris K 
Gagne. Francis L / 
Gardner. Poul Q 
Ginsburg. Marten 
Gottier. Maurice C 
Graziano. Philip J 
Harmon, Leonard J 
Heiselman, George 
Hemond, Gerard A 
Kneipp, Fred W .. Jr 
Knight, William P 
Kreski. John L 
Kurek. Thaddeus M 
Levy, Herman I 
Lincoln. Harvey A 
McDaniels, Fred 
Mclaughlin. James J 
Miller. John 
Muhl. Nelson W. 
Mulkins, John B. 
Murray. Alvin W 
Nelson, Nels D. 
Neppes. Charles    E 
Ortega. Andrew A 
Price. Lee F. 
Rasmusson, Richard H. 
Reinders. Keneth W 
Renick. Ronald J. 
Snyder . Calvin E.. 
Souder. George W . 
Stahlman. Donald C 
Thomas. James W . 
White. Crawford S 
Wolfe, Cecil C 
Wolfe. Jack (nmi) Jr 
STAFF SERGEANTS : 

Baker . J. H . 
Barr. James R 
Bell. Leonard J. 
Bode. W illiam E. 
Brown, Earl C. 

.Carrico. Clyde W. 
. Dobry. Stanley M. 

Doellman. Norbert M. 
Fleming. John V 
Gipe. Gordon A 
Green. Charles W . 
Hemrick. Hubert P. 
Hursh . Edward D 
Knicely. Dana F 
Koetter Alfred F 
Latorre. Gregory (nmi) 
Marino. Gerard G
Mc Willie. James C 
Medina . Tony A. 
Morris. John R 
Morris, Leonard W. 
Nelson . Knute A 
Oikarinen. William J 
Owen, James L 
Parker. Walter G
Peterson . Harold P 
Portz , Edward A 
Ranger. Warren V 
Reilly, Edward C . Jr 
Rodocovitch. Steve 
Rudnik . Joseph L 
Saunders, Edward D 
Scanlan. William N 

' Schultz. Theodore R 
Sem. Erling O
Sherman. Donald M 
Smith, Ben. Jr 
Stephans. Paul H 
Surat. Lawrence A 
Tamayo. Raymond T 
Taylor . Herman S. 
Turk. Max M 
Utter . Arthur L 
Wagner. Robert G
Welton. John V 

Wilson . Howard R 
Zats. Phillip P 

• 
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SERGEANTS : 

Anderson, Fred C 
Barr, Roy R. 
Bennett. Henry M .. Jr. 
Bennett, Mark O
Bowman. Charles P. 
Brown. Gale M 
Bucklin, George A 
Cairns. Herbert E. 
Caskinette. Louis G . 
Cicco. Charles P . 
Clark. Charles F. 
Coffman. William L 
Cullen, George L. 
De Vito. Michael L. 
Donova n, James D 
Dooley. Richard A 
F avorite , Angelo W, 
Forter . Harold D 
F oster. Lester W . 
Gardner . Harold W 
Goldfaden. Robert 
Hickey. Willard C. 
Hojara. Theodore S 
Holmes, Paul R. 
Ingram. Edward L 
Jakubecki. Stanley T 
Jarrell , Edward 
Kritz, Jack W . 
Lawrence, F rancis, J 
Lesch er. Nathan 
Leyman. Sidney T 
Maleski. Theodore 
Mangano. Joseph 
Massey , Lloyd E 
Mauro, Frank 

· Miller. Maurice R 
Mizrahi. Julius G
Monks. James H . 
Monson. Arthur. C 
Mueller. W illis N. 
Nargassans. Jean G 
Paraghamian. George G
Pavelka. Joseph O 
Perlman. Jacob 
Petro, Charles 
Pfurr . Leslie F 
Pope, Thomas 
Prince. Richard J 
Raczka. John A 
Rece veur. Donald M 
Rounds, Walter M 

· · Russo. James T 
Rutkowski. Aloysius E 
Schwarz. Ernest A 
Shane. John E.. 
Shope. James E 
Shupe, Boyd L 

St John. Raymond P 

Stoba, Donald F'
Toman Vincent E 
Wilkinson, Murray F 
CORPORALs : 

Altman. Hubert T . 
Bailey. Walter I 
Bland. Summie M. 
Bowman. Warren G
Bravener. Kenneth D. 
Breth William 
Brown. James W 
Campbell. Ellsworth L 
Christensen. Leon N. 
Coignard. Paul E.. Jr 
Collins, Harry P. 
Davis. Roger L 
Ewart. John D 
Fernandez. Reynaldo 
F oley. William 
Gaughan, Edward I 
Gehring. Julius G
Gianolini. Edward F 
Goubeaux. Emanuel B 
Criffie . Arnold 
Grossman. Milton B 
Gruzlewski. Adam S 
Habenicht. Alvin H 
Hawthorne . Kenneth 
Hevner. W illiam F 
Herrem. Russell C. 
Hodge. Paul P 
Hoskins. Benjamin F 
Jeska. Amil A 
Juhasz, Steve 
Karlik. Walter 
King. W illiam T . 
Koppenhaver. Thomas A . L. 
Kost ich, Paul 

• 

• 
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Lambertz. Robert W 
Lanza . Michael E 
Looper. Judson B 
Maccalupo. John P. 
Marlowe. Jesse H 
Martin . Adelard L . 
Martin. Samuel L. 
Mclaughlin. William F 
McMaster. Billy D 
Mulvaney, Eugene M. 
Nichols. Edgar C. Jr. 
Niemiec. Clair C 
Ochman. Samuel 
O ' Dowd. William H .. Jr. 
Peed. W illiame O . 
Pentivclope. Angelo L. 
Petree. Charles C 
Pierce. John L. 
Pollock. Joseph B 
Popick. Leo 
Richards, William L. 
Riley. Joseph P . 
Scarfo. Dominick A 
Coates. Henry F. 
Schell . Roy G .. Jr 
Schneider. Joseph 
Sead er. Grover C.. Jr 
Spinello. Robert L 
Stull . Ned R . 

• 

• 

Sydenstricker. William. A .. Jr . 
Symanskt. Richard R 
Verville. Gerald J 
Vitucci. Angelo J. 
Walker. Thomas J . 
Weaver. Albert C. 
Weider. Howard W 
Wolfe. Robert W. 
Zrehikian. Ira B 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS : 
Adler. Walter Z 
Bernardo. Frank 
Bates. Donald H 
Bostick. Nople L 
Breaux. Ivan J 
Bryant. Joe W 
Callori. Joseph . Jr 
Cole. Millard H . 
Colmean. Hugh C 
Davis. James L , Jr 
Dickey, Orpheus
Dyer , Frank W .. Jr 
Ellie. Perry J 
Garcia , Emilio 
Garrison. Richard F. 
Gendron. Henry E, 
Greenfeld . Sam 
Hankins. Charles W . 
Hart. Roland A 
Holbert. Dan 
Houk. Edwin J 
Huguley.George C 
Hytreck. Julius L 
Kane. Robert L . Jr, 
Kelly. Howard J 
Kruze . Orville R, 
Lasnick. Alexander T. 
Leone. Vincent 
Longo. Loui s C. 
Murphy. Walter . 
Murray. Howard A . 
Nall. Ernest S . 
Pearish. Fore st .E 
Petty, Henry J. 
Polonsky. Harry , 
Pritchard. Leslie E, 
Rabinowitz. Jeromc 
Rafkind. Karl A . 
Reasso. Maurice 
Smith, Fred L . 
Stamps. Elijah A. 
Stone. Oliver K. 
Thomas, Floyd C. 
Turn er. Charles E 
West . Hubert A 
White. James A 
W illiams, Amiel
Wren. Grady R 

PRIVATES : 

Abney Harold C 
Boyer. Frank
Davidson. Rayford 
Giallorenzo. August C 
Goldensohn Isidore M. 
Rollins. Raymond C 

• 

' 

,/ 

.. 

, 

, 
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• 
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Fink, Clifford R
Fox , Bob D
Frost. Francis J 

JGr ah am. Harold V

Spars. Orville C

St Pierre, Roger R
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553rd Bomb -Squadron ... 
Personnel assigned during periods prior :to V-E Day . 

LIEUTENANT COLONELS : Reeves. E . L. 

Dewhurst. D. H .. Jr 
  Harris. F. W, 
MAJORS : 

Burhanna. H .. Jr 
Ferris. C. H. 

 Hoover. C W, 

CAPTAINS : 

Adams. T . L . 
Behrens. H. P. 
Bingham. J. M. 
Christian. C. H . 
Colville. J. C 

 Dye. H. P. 
Fugit. R F. 
Giles. M. C. 
Haber: L. E. 
Harris. R. T. 
Henry. J. G 
Hochrcin. G. W, 
Klimovich. D. . 

La Framboise. I. T. 
Little. L.T. 
Lockhart. C. W. 
Lytle. J. D. 
Meyers· L. R 
Nagel. M. I. 
Plowden. W . M. 
Richardson. E. R. 
Saltzman, M. 
Smith. W E - . ,. 

... 

Remaley. R. E. 
Richardson. C. H. 
Rocholl. W. H 

' Royer. N W . 
RusLander. S L .. Jr. 
Schlefer. M. P . 
Scott. S F. 
Sechler. W. P. 
Sessions. J. M. 
Shea. E. A. 
Simpkinson, D. I. 
Stark. S. 
Stebbins. B. D. 
Stefano, P. T. 
Sternbergh, S. A. 
Strand. J. H .. Jr. 
Sutton: L. J. 
Swenson. G. V. 

\ 
Tabor, M. T. 
Worden. E. H. 
Wyatt . S. E. 
Young, B. B 

SECOND LIEUTENANTS I 

Beckhoff.  R. B . 
Bell. D. E. 
Bentz. L. C. 
Berrard. W . A. 
Bibleheimer. H. H., 
Bledsoe, R. W, 
Boyd. W. R. 
Chalmers. J. J. 
Choate. F. L .. Jr. 

FIRST LIEUTENANTS r 
Costas. B. G. 
Costello. T. 

• 

Anton. W. P. 
Baldwin. W. E 
Barney. R. B . 
Bennett . H D 
Blue. V. 
 Boersaema. M.1 E. 
Boyd. J. F. 
Brewster. F. S. 
Bridwell. E., M. 
Briggs. F. O. 

 Brown. C. J. 
Bucley. T. C. 
Buskirk. J. ·A. 
Butts. B. J .. Jr. 
Callaway, A . S. 
Cannaday. C. C. 
Carr. J. A. 
Carrell, B. A. 
Connell. A. J. 
Conner. R E. 
Crisman. I. R. 
Davis. F. 
Dean. P. W .  Jr. 
Dennis. L. W. 
Dinan. E . F ., Jr. 
Dismuker. R. C. 
Douglas. R. T. 
Eskenazi. J ' 
Evans, J. L. 
Fansler. H. E .. Jr. 
Fitch. C. A .. Jr. 
Gass. F . A .• Jr. 
Gietl. J. F 
Goodwin. J. E . 
Guistwite. S. U. 
Haase D. B. 
Halverston, R. H. 
Hanns, R . C. 
Harris. W . G . 
Hatch. C. C. 
Heinke W. R. 
Higginbotham. L C. 
H inchee. W D. 
H odge, H. E .. Jr. 
Horney. F, D. 
Howe. G . Jr. 
Jones. C. W.
La Tourette. G. C. 

Lindquist. C. K. 

. Lowe .. R. D. 
Ludwig. R , M. 
Magliano. R J. 
May. C. D. 
McCaskill. O. L. 
McGivern. P. J. 
Merritt. R. E. 
Michael. H . D. 
Middlebrooks. M T. 
Miracle. V, E . / 
Mixsell. A . 
Mourer. G . W . 
Mullins. A . B . 
Nelson, K. R . 
Offerhiser, N. E. 
Perkins. F. H . 
Quigley, R L 
Raper. E . F . 
Raub. W. H. 

• 

Dallas. W. W. • 
Davis, . J. E. 

,, Duty. W, I. 
 Dyreson. R. E. 
 Eaton. C. S 
Ellis, N. G. 
Finch. R. F. 
Gabrio.  J E . Haben. W. 
 Harber, L E. 
Hickman. J. E. 
Hill Ill. H. G. 
Hogg. G. s. 
Hoppers. W. L. 
Houser. J. L. 
Jenkins. T. W. 
Johnson. J. A. 
Jordan, c. s. 
Kehm, L. A. 
Kirby. F. M. 
Luntey. H . G. 
Mangiapane, J. W. 
McCollum S. D. 
McNamara, G. F. 
Mattox, D. W. 
McDanie. H. P, 
McDevitt. P. F. 
Mickelson, E . H , 
Milne, E. R. 
Molnar, R. S. 
Mueller. W. H. 
Paloniera.  M. R. 
Parris. J. L. 
Paulsen. W . F. 
Perry. J. D  Jr. 
Prater. J. R. 
Reed. W. A.   Jr. 
Rceves. C. O, Jr. 
Robb. M. L. 
Schuerman. R. M. 
Sharp. D. W . 
Shute. J. W. 
Stitt. R. G. 
Strong. H. B. 
Sumlin. R. F , 
Swain. W. S. 
Tenen. J. J. 
Thurber. B. P. 
Thisdale. J. W., Jr. 
Tone. A . 

Turk.W. R. 
Turner, D . O .. Jr. 
Umphries, J O . 
Walters. R. W.' 
Warner. I. S,_ 
Watt. J. T. 
Weeks. M E . 
White, B H. M • Jr. 
Wilbur. M. F. 
Williamson. R. D. 
Williams. K. I 
Witt. E F 
Zimmerman. G F. 

FLIGHT OFFICERS : 

Bayne. D J. 
Brandt, C W. 
Calkins, L G. 

• 

Di Loreto. J. J. 
Mulacek, S. V, 
Tiger., G . H . , 

• 
MASTER SERGEANTS • 
Alexander W W. 
Cook, G. E. 
Couper, J. W . 
Elder. J. C. 
Norris. W. W. ' 
St. Arnaud. J. E. 

TECHNICAL SERGEANTS 

Angelo. J. R. 
Barber. E. A. 
Beecher. L. K. 
Cohen. B. S. 
Coon. F. G. 
Darby. J, G. 
Danowitz. S. B. 
Depue. J. W. 
Evans. R. D. 
Eyman, C. E. 
Fasol. L . 
Ferri. F. 
Garren. T. C. 
Glynn. J. V. 
Good.J. E. 
Graham, H. R. 
Grant. L . H. 
Graves, L. J. 
Hickok. R. H. 
Hidgon. J. E. Jr. 

 Houghton. R. L. 
Hurley. J. E . . · 
Jakobs. A. W. 
King. W. F. 
Kubel. J: E, 
Levin. E. 
Lovelace. R, V. 
Magness. J. G. 
McKendrick. J. E . 
McMullen. R. H. Jr. 
Monti, R. G. 
Russell. C D, 
Sanders. R, W. 
Schoch. P. E. 
Scholnick. H , 
Scott, P. 
Shank. M. E. 
Spetich. S. S. · 
Svach, F. R. 
Taub. H , L. 
T emple. J. W. 
Trafton, W. C. 
Wilkerson. B. B. 
 Williams. H. P. 
Woleben. F. E. 
Woodruff. H. 

J 

' 

STAFF SERGEANTS t 

Anderson. R. L.. 
August. C. J. 
 Balfour, J. C. 
Ball. T. W ., Jr. 
Barnard. V. C. 
Bartek. L. J. · 
Baumer. F D. 
Biby. R. H. 
Birmingham, R. J. 
Boisvert. M. J. 
Bowan, J. 
Bragg. P . W. 
Brill. C. M. 
Brose, R. E. 
Brown.  w. J. 
Brown. S. E. 
Brown, R. C. ' 
Brown, G . D. 
Brusman. J. P . 
Carpenter. A . B. 
Callon. W. H. 
Carlton, W. A. 
Cambio A. J. 
Canfield. T. P. 
Chadburn. R. L. 
Chandler. R. S. 
Clark, W. O . 
Cook. J. c. 
Corbitt, C. H . Jr. 
Cushman, C. A. 
Cuthbertson. J. F. 
Daniel. P . H . 
De Lisle. F. J .. Jr. 
Ditton. K K 
Domenick. J. J. 
Draper. H . L. 
Dunn. J. 
Edelman. T . V . 
Ellis. F B. 
Fisher. R. M ., Jr. 
Flippen. J. R . 
F ogarty. A D 
George, ·W . H . 

\ 

• 
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-Gilliam. D. C. 
Globerman. M. J. 
Greer. B. M. 
Godziewski. E . G 
Hijkowski. J. F. 
Hartman. J. M. 
Henry. L. A . 
Higgins. R E. 
H oppe, H.   
Hoxsie. K. I. 
Jacobs. H . J. 
Janasz. F. V . 
Jarvis, H, P. 
Jensen, V. A. 
Jenson. K. F. 
Johns. C. M. 
Johnson. D . C. 
Killebrew. N. I.. 
King. M. C. 

 Kopecky. I. V . 
Kozlowski. K, 
Kuznetzoff. K. 

 Laurens. H . D 
Lebanik. J, 

 Lee. C. E. 
Levin, M. 
Lynch. C. D. 
Madnick. H . 
Malinowski. T. F. 
Manley, E. C. • 
Martel. E. 
Marcus. J. M, 
Marszalek. F. 
Mastracchio. F. D 
Mauro. F. 
Mcfarland, L. D, 
McLeod. G. B. 
Means, C. J. 
Mehl. J. A. 
Milne: W . J. 
Misewicz, A. 
Molinaro, J. S. 
Mosce. I E. 
Newell. H. L. 
Newell. R. J. 
Norris. W. H. 
OKelly. J w, 
Pargeon. P. 
Pidcock. W . H. 
Piccioni. ·A . A. 

Pitman. E.. C. 
Points. H. L. 
Przestasz, J. J. 

Pymm. J. 
Reyes. M. R. 
Rio D. J. 
Roller. W. D. 
Rowenski, W. 
Rowland. A. R. 
Selman, J. R. 
Shannon. C_ E .. Jr. 
Sheets. P. J. 
Shew A. N. 
Simard. A. E. 
Small, R . E. 
Smiley. H. M. 
Smith , G. L. 

.. 

Snider. R. W. 
Sunderland. H. E. 
Suway, P. V. 
Tatum. W H , 
Thornton. P. M. 
Tirschek, R . , 
Underwood, J. A. 
Van Damme. W , A , 
Van Wert. G R . 
Volpp. S. A. 
Weber, D . J. 
Williams M. H, 
Willging. Ewalt H . 
Wilmer. G B. 
Worth. W . F.
Wojtysiak. M 

SERGEANTS : 
Adams. C. J. 
Aguirre. L. G 
Archer. C. J. 
Arnold. C. V 
Barzellone. G, S, 
Bazzetta. C. A 
Beadle F J. 

• 

Bell. E F. 
Bender. O S. 
Bennett, O R. 
Bennett. H A 
Bertosa. J A 
Bonnecaze. L T 
Bragg. T M. 
Brown, G D 
Baumgarner, H R . 
Cecil. M C 
Clark H M 
Crowder. J W 
Dawson H A 

• 

' 

. 
Downing. H M 
Folkman. F. J 
Foster. L W 
Greene. W A 
Hamlet G J 
Harris C, W 
Huben. M J 
Irwin. H B 
Jacobs I 
Johnson. A. L 
Jones. S. A. 
Kelly. D. E 
Klein. L. 
Klemm. E G, 
Land, H. C. 
Lennon. D H . 
Mahoney. J. F. 
McElroy. J. L. 
Meckes. R. J. 
Mempa, H. D. 
Montoya, F. W. 
O'Donnell. W. J. 
Oldfield. B. A. 
Oriel , A. E .. Jr .. 
Payton. I. E. 
Port. E. F. 

· Powers. C. O . 
Presson. M. A . Jr. 
Russell. K. J 
Sattelmaier, F. A. 
Schauss. E. P. 
Seeger, W. F. 
Solomon. O . L. 
Sis. A· .. T. 
Stahl . J. J. 
Stoll. D. R. 
Teano. E v j 
Toubl. R. F. 
 Travis, J A. 
Warren. C. R. 
Wetzel. J M .. Jr. 
Working. R. W. 
Zuck. R. E 
CORPORALS : 

Bush. M D. 
Daweon, H . A . 
Feakins. E. C. 
Fortner. K. 
Golmayer. W. P. 
Haar. H £~ 
Hall. W. H. 
Harrington, J A . 
Harrison, S. 
Huling, C. J. 
Jahreis. L. 
Katz. J. s. 

 Kelly. D . E. 
King, P. S. 
Lariscy. R. E . 
Mannella. C. W. 
Marlin. D. T. 
McManus. O. 
Means. R D . 
Misner. H. G . 
Mudri, J. E. 
O' Donnell. W J. 
Oldfield. B A . 
Richards. G C. 
Robbins. F. W .. Jr. 
Ryback. J. 
Shaw. C. D. 
Sheehan. E. L 
Stone. D F. 
Totten. J, F . 
Williamson. J W . 
Wilson, R. J. 

' 

McNeil. J, D 
Meister. P C, 
Merz. F G 
Odle. R· 
O'Kelly. C E. 
Patte rson. R L 
Siano. A P 
Swope. J 
Williams. H A . 

PRIVATES : 

Alukonis. M. 
Anton. C. W. 
Balfour. J. C. 
Beckett. H L . 
Brazee. F 
Brennan. J. J. 
Bridges. R P. 
Callari. A . 
Carbone. F. V. 
Caputo. J A . 
Caropolo. F. 
Cesario, J. J. 
Cockerham. J W. 
Corvini. H. F 
Dalton. J J. 
De Cou. J W 

' Deutschlander. F P. 
Drew. H A . 
Evinger. G W 
Felkins. G. M. 
Fulwider. C W 
Gaddis. C. C. 
Gilbert: H E 
Gosselin, R 
Griffin . H E. 
Hagewood H N 
Kollio. N. A 
Keeler. F J. 
Keim. A M. 
Kelly. W E 
Koch. A 
Kushlan, J W. 
Kyle. V 
Elswick. L E 
Hanig J A 
Hull. W. S 
Johnson F W. 
Latorre, J. 
Lehman. C. E. 
Lowery I D 
Luchewski L F 

 Magone. F E. 
Major, J. T 
Martin, M 
Mayernik, A 
Micelli. A. M. 
Mintz. M.· 
Mirabelli. ’M. 
Moon, M E. 
Newhouse. J H. 
Noa. W J. 
Nowakowski A 
Olsefsky S F 
Padden, E. M. 
Pell. C D 

\ 

Petrie. D D. 
Piorek. P J 
Richards. W E. 
Sampson. R E. 
Sanstead, J  M. 
Sbarra. M 
SChiffman, W L. 
Schmidt. F. R . Jr 
Schadle H N 
Shaw. W . E 
Simala M. J . Jr 
Stal bird. A E. 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS : Sturdevant W . F 
Bishop. C Thompason. J. M. 

Tenpenny. H. V 
Boone. C E . Thomas C £ 
Borman. E . M. Tweed . W F 
Bradford. G . B. Valenti. J P . 
Brown, B L. Walsch. T. F 

 ~ Campolo. S.   Ward. P F 
Capretta. O. Waltman. H L 
Ciccalone. J. J. Webber. C W. 
Elkin. R W 
Grubba. R. J White, T F 
Hendrickson. R L. Wright. J WP 
Higgins. W L 

Young. J. P. Hopewell. J E. 
llliano. F F 
Keough. G H 
Kraus. C M. 
Kubisiak, E P 
Lacy. S C 
Mastrobuono. S. J. 
Mathis. G P . 
Mayberry. R C 
McElhinney. D J. 
Medley. G·R. 

-- - -- . 
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Lee. R. M.

Lovell. S. R
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MAJORS : 
Reed Henry G 
Wolfert Walter. C 

CAPTAINS : 
Cusworth , Churles
Cra btree. Douglas F. 
Dickson. Doyle D. 

Falk, Samuel O . 
Knight. F rancis G. 
Major. Alford M. Jr. 
McDaniel Robert E. 
Mikita. Michael M 

Oates. Carl C. 
Plunkett. James C 

Weicherz. Edmund M
FIRST LIEUTENANTS : 

Allen. John T 
Altenberger. Donald C. 
Amiot. Donald J. 
Benjamin. Alvin C. 
Blickenstaff. Robert 
Brenna n. John T . 
Brinkerhoff. Richard S. 
Calvert. James B. 
Crone. John M. Jr. 
Devlin. Paul 
Erb. Henry K. 
Hazel. Robert B. 
Hebert . Lucian J .. Jr. 
Heitzman. Eugene M. 
Horn, George M. 
Huckaby. Karl W . 
Kennedy. Robert C. 
Kiefer. Ray D. 
Klink. Rowland D. 
Korn . Robert A. 
Lamar. Worth W. 
Lee. George R . 
Lefever. George B .. Jr. 
Lehmann. Donald G. 
Mallinoff. Maurice 
Mansfield . John F. 
Marcellino. Rosario J. 
McSweeny. John J. 
Mersereau. Robert T. 
Michelson. Harold 
Mulcahy. Thomas A . 
Posey. Harold 
Rehm. Robert B. 
Reis. Henry T 
Ridgeway, Guy E. 
Rosser. Willis A. 
Searle. Jesse T . 
Seibold. John E. 
Smatana. Thomas M. 
Stone. Asa P .• Jr. 
Tomasello. Peter Ill 
Tucker. Earl A. 
Turner. Gregory F. 
Van Patten. James G. 

SECOND LIEUTENANTS : 

Blackett. Arthur B. 
Carson. Floyd A. 
Coddington , James L. 
Connal. Peter B. 
Demeter. Frank J. 
Gabrio. John E. 
Griffith. Arthur F. 
Gruskowski. Henri J. 
Kloet. Martin P. 
Oliver. Robert F. 
Tuttle. Robert E. 
FIRST SERGEANT : 

Mitchell. George F .. Jr. 

• 

MASTER SERGEANTS : 

Arena . Joseph 
Burch . Doyle O . 
Glandon , Edward E. 
Hadley. Philip D. 
Theis. Frank J . . 
Watson . George L. 

I I 

\ 

• 

Personnel assigned as of V-E Day. 
TECHNICAL SERGEANTS   • Singer. Nathan 

Slivka Michael Axe. John R 
Beanbleossom. Robert E. 
Biddix. Leona rd L. 
Blair. Ursle 
Brown, Marlin. R. 
Caldwell . Robert E. 
Carroll. George L. 
Crapps. William D. 
Dailey. Benjamen F. 
Danker. Frederick G . 
Dimaggio. Charles S 
Dinges. Richard A. 
Giordano. Vincent J. 
Gorrell. Clyde D. 
Griff in . William J. 
Griffi th . William S. 
Groom. Oliver L. 
Guba. Joseph J 
Hall. Byron B. 
Honea . Arnold A. 
Krause. Frank M. 
Lareddola. Joseph P . Jr. 
Leech. Dean F 
Moines. William L. 
McComis. Edgar A. 
McLaughlin. Richard J. 
Midgett. John W . 
Moore. Harry A. 
Nagel. Loren E. 
Pigg. Joe W . 
Ralph. Richard R. 
Reagan, Alva A. 
Rust. Richard L. 
Sauer. Howard A. 
Scanlon. Adam D. 
Scherzinger. Robert F. 
Shue. Everett, D. 
Smith . Alva L.
Sparks. Leslie B. 
Thornton. Noah E . 
Toomey. Frederick E. 
Troy. John R. 
Turn er. Prentice W. 
Vaida, Peter P. 
Vaughn. Winfield C. 
Walkowski. Lawrence M 

STAFF SERGEANTS : 

Apps. Edwin F .. Jr. 
Barnes. William A. 
Bartley. Willie P . 
Beeson. Lester W. 
Benowitz. Harry 
Birch. Robert F. 
Bobinshot. John 
Briggs, Sanford L . 
Brown. William A. 

<..... Callery. James 
Carlquist. Donald A. 
Conley. William P. 
Crawford. Paul E. 
Davis, William R. 
Day. Charles P .. Jr. 
Ebels. Peter 
Ehrhard. Ralph J. 
Ellis. Frederick F. 
Fitzgibbon. Arthur T ; 
F reshour, Martin E. 
Gomez. Emilio O . 
Hahn. Jerome L .. Jr. 
Haines. Wilfred  w. 

•· Hurd. Gilbert D. 
Jameson. Robert E. 
Jaschke. Clarence L. 
Keith, Arnold M 
Kelly. Kenneth A. 
Lamb. Howard R .. Jr. 
Lair. John B. 
Larson. Leonard O . M. 
Lerer. Jack 
Lester. Leroy 
Lettow. Erwin H. 
Mann. William R. 
Matz. Andrew 
Palmer. Roy L. 
Pascaretta. Anthony L. 
Patrick. Nicholas 
Pelle. Steve A. 
Reynolds. King O. 
Roberson. Harry L. 
Ruby. Martin J. 
Sanders. Bertis E. 

• 
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Smock. Gustave W Jr 
Tenney, Howard A . Jr 
Tucci. Fred A. 
Vorisek. Emil 
Walker. Robert E. 
Weigner, Jerome S 
Williams. Irvine A. 

SERGEANTs : 

Arrington, Harold E . 
Baron. Robert F. 
Bilben. Mayne R 
Blevins. Gail S. 
Britt. Maxie E. 
Caron. Zenon S. 
Condon. John W . 
Darrow. William S. 
Dinota . Edward F. 
Dubiel. Frank J. 
Dubs. Harry L· 
Durant, Eddie 
Egizi. Joseph 
Gillespie. John P. 
Gillman. Leonard R . 
Grundfest. Abraham H. 
Helfenberger, Edward W. 
Herman. Harry E. 
Hewins. Howard I. 
Hinkle. Carl R. 
Huzela. Michael 
Jahn. Eugene H . 
Kaufman. Laddie P. 
Kell. Ernest F . 
Kidwell . Oakeey F. 
Kiser, John A. 
Kohler. William A .. Jr. 
Kulig. Joseph J . 
Larkin. David F. 
Leonard, W illiam J. 
Lerner. Norman L. 
Linger. Karl F. W. 
Magalska. Lawrence J. 
McConnell, William J . 
McDonald. Marvin H. 
Millington. Wilbert R. 
Mitchell . Edmund L. 
Moreau. Marcel E. 
Murray. Charles E. 
O'Kray. Richard S. 
Olson. John L. 
Pepka. Peter P . 
Portnoy. Joseph 
Reichanadter. Roland E. 
Rider. William F . 
Rushford . Leon 
Sanders. Carl V. 
Schrot. Francis J. 
Short. Charles F. 
Slider. Theodore I. 
Stubbs. Grady 
Swank. Charles E 
Swick. Harold W . 
Thorne. Lewis E. 
Tuggle. John W . 
Tylisz. Aloysius A. 
Yan Houten. Yincent 
Vaughn. Maurice W . 
Walters. Hollis E. 
Wendt. Reinhold R. 

CORPORALS : 

Amendolara . George F. 
Andcraon. Herman H. 
Ballard. Charles R . 
Bjorlin. Gordon, L. 
Briggs, Ivan R. 

• 

"" Burton. ·Hubert C. 
Chapman. James J .   Jr. • 
Chevront. Glen D. 
Cook. Cline D. 
Cooper . F rederick S. 
Coppin , Russell E. 
Corn. Robert E. 
Costa. Joseph F. 
Cugier. Harry J.   
Davidson. Irving G. 
Dingle. Edward G. 
Dixon. William E . 
Donais. Norman A . 
Donnenwirth. Robert F. 
Flint. Albert D. 
Flores. Louis B.  

• 

• 

• 
' 

-

. 
Freed. Samuel M 
G arrison. Mayman L. 
Giannarelli : Amilcare L 
Gray, Floyd F .. Jr 
Greening. Virgil R . 
Hall , Carl F. 

• 

Harper. Hube rt L. 
Houser. John T . 
Hyden . Alfred L. 
Johnson . James W. 
Johnson , Victor 
Kirkpatrick . Kenneth A. 
Koch. Richard H . 
Koop. Thomas J. 
Kwaterski. Bernard L. 
Lang. Willard D. 
Levy. Melv in 
Longo. Samuel 
Lowery. James D. 
Marcinczuk. Joseph J . 
Matteson. Arthur W. 
Mazak. John 
McElveen. Ralph 
McLaughlin. Walter T . 
McNally. Peter 
Milam. Carl F. 
Monroe. Robert B. 
Morissette. Joseph L. 
Mozis. Joseph J. 
Nabholz. Artemus J. 
Ortega. Charles M. 
Parker. Albert F 
Price. Isaac W. 
Proctor. Richard R . 
Regan. William W .. 
Reed, Harold N. 
Ricardo. William 
Rosselli. Ernest J. 
Roysdon. Carl 
Sciabarasi. Calogero 
Seale. Grover U. 
Seymour, Walter E.. 
Sievers. Ralph 
Simmons. Cecil R. 
Sliter. Raymond 
Smith. William F. 
Soloman. William 
Sutherby. Donald E. 
T ardete. Louis S. 
Tegtman. Buryl L. 
Tompson. Robert C . Jr. 
PRIV ATEs FIRST CLASS : 
Abromowitz. Irving 
Andrews. Gordon l. 
Baroni. Ernest 
Caputo. Joseph A. 
Cotnoir. Joseph W. 
Crampton. Henry B. 
Elizondo. Padro R . 
Enos. Ernests 
Faulconer. Willard E. 
Finn. Timothy J. 
Fletcher. Fred W. 
Forman. Bert R. 
Galban. Ramon 
Garrison. Ledden D. 
Goedert. Harold J . 
Goodman. Floyd A. 
Goodwin. Bruce F. 
Herman. Fred C. 
Keller. Charles B. 
Lampkin  Raymond A. 
Loftus. Victor J. 
McElreath. John L. 
McGuire. James A . 
McManus. Frank J. Jr. 
Otey, Robert C . 
Philips. James R . 
Raiala. Ainerd 
Riley. Gaines M 
Sarcn. Lawrence K. 
Shipula. Joseph 
Smith. George E.. 
Vanccek. John C. 
Ward. Walter B . Jr. 
Weatherbee. Merle A. 
Wooten . Gordon 
Ymker. Ed. 
PRIVATES : 

Anderson. Martin S 
Ballard. Melvin A. 
Elizalde. Paul A. 
Jirkovski. James
Kozicki. Charles A. 
Sados. Hyman 

-

' 

• --

I 

.. 

• 

Moore. Jesse L. Jr
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554th Bomb Squadron • • •• • • 
Personnel assigned during periods prior to V-E Day. 

LIEUTENANT COLONELS : McGrath . Raymond J. 
McIntyre. Joseph D. 

Green. Peter B Jr McMullen. Raymond A . 

Ramsey Thomas I l\t~)'cr11. ,
MAJORS : .. 

~

Curran. Emmett E. 
Harkins. Herrechel S. 
Turner. Edward E .. Jr. 
White. Thomas I. 
Wisniewski. Raymond F. 

CAPTAlNS ': 

Beck. Robert O 
Callahan. Duane O 
Caney. Albert L. 
Carey Durward E... 
Combes. Linden V . 
Dennison. John P. 
Dobbins Thomas P 
Dunn. James C. • 
Egler. Chrittopher W .• Jr. 
Fulton. John A: · 
Haile, James F. 
Heward. Fredrick R. 
Hillis. Asa N. 
Holland. Robert V . 
Jones. George S. 
Luno George V 
Leo. John F 
Lien. Arthur N
McKinney. Clarence E. 

McLachlan. Richard Jr. 
Mullins. Arun B 
Olivier. James W . 
Olson. Clifford W. 
Payne, Walter E. 
Peters James M. 
Petit , Duane E 
Porerantz. Lester 
Purdy. Gordon A. 
Quinn. Harry P .. Jr . 
Ringwald. Dale L. 
Schlacks. Henry P 
Schuler. Paul J. 
Slein. Richard O
Sme hyl. Ladislaus I . 
Stroud. · Roy W
Sutton. Lee J   Jr. 
Varney . Robert G . 
Watson, Jack F
Watzlavick Joseph B
Wood. Harlington A. Jr 
FIRST LIEUTENANTS : 

Adanms. Carl F 
Ainslie. James A . 
Alivater. Hubert M
Baxter. ·James A 
Beighley Joe W 
Bell. Donald E 
Benjamin. Joseph S 
Biddick. Russel R. 
Bray. Robert E. 
Brower . William F. 
Burgund. Will iam B 
Butts, Bennie J .. Jr 
Carlson. Joel M 
Cox . William E 
Crowley John F 
Daniel,. Bernard E. • Jr 
Dennen Arch A . Jr 
Deursen. Alexander 
Dooley. Joseph .E 
Dudzik Francis P 
Emery Richard B 
Epand Harold 
F ansler Homer E
Freeman Roger M 
Gibson Marvin K 
Granrud Elmer T 
Greer. Walker B 
Greniore Laverne R 
Gutrich Francis H 
Hanna Max E 
Hill Lloyd R 
Hurley. George M H 
Jackson. Reuben B
Johns, William E 
Jones Lou R 
Jones. Norman W 
Ka y. Frank J 
Kelley. Frank M 
Kelley. F rederick S
Kennedy. Paul J 
Kerr James W 
Kilmartin. John A 
Klenk. George W
Lachoff. Howard E 
Larson. C arol V 
Leeper. Joseph B. 
Levin. Leonard L
Ma cDonald Malcolm S 
Maron, Robert M
Mayfield Richard H 
McC allum Robert J 
McClung. James C, 

• 

Miller. Uriah W . 
Minnick. James I. 
Moore. Richard C. 
Monnot. John J. 
Mullen. Francis E. 
Myrold. Herman E. 
Noll. Richard L. 
Nordlund. William A . 
Ostrom. Paul F. 
Pardridge. John R . 
Perkins, Frank S. 
Peters. Edward W . 
Peterson . Avery E. 
Pore. William H . 
Price. Edsel L. 

.. 

Prindle. William F. Jr. 
Ray. Will iam C. 
Reeves. Frank A . • 
Richter. Paul F, 
Rodgers. Lawrence C .. Jr. 
Roe. Charles B. 
Roggenkamp. Edward W . 
Schultz. Frank. A 
Senior. William D. 
Shaughnessey. William A. 
Smith. Cole F. 
Soper. Gerard T. 
Souders. Walter C. 
Spencer. Robert B. 
Stetson. Lincoln B. 
Stevenson . Robert L. 
Stilley, William A 
Stout. Will iam M. Jr · 
Tanck. Donald D. 
Thomas. Charles F. 
Thompson. Ingles M. 
Waldvogel. Robert L. 
Whitaker. Ralph B 

Wren. Donald B 
Wright. John T 

SECOND LIEUTENANTS 

Agoes. ,Albert H . 
Allenbrand. J B 
Ambrose. James C 
Arnold. William G . 
Bellows . Charles H 
Brechel. Lawrence E 
Brown Will iam P. 
Cahn. Bernard J. 
Caldwell. Wilma T 
Conner. John W 
Decker Ralph S 
Draxl. Robert G 
F reed. Donald R 
Gildermaster Lyle II 
Hauser. Joseph P . 
Headrick. Donald E 
Hefner. Richard C 
Hipp John C III
Kleinert. Don A 
Lentz Bobbie J 
Little Olonzo E 
Lindsay Andrew G
Marshall W illiam W 
McCulloch Stanley B 
McCrady Henry F 
Miller Milton P 
Montgomery Donald M
Parson. Clarence L 

I 
Patterson William J 
Poulson Leon F. 
Rechif Richard H 
Sharretts. Amos B 
Sheehey, William F 
Somers, John 
Strickbine Marvin A 
Sullivan.,, James H 
Tiller. Harold S 
Toler John M
Tweedy. George M 
Van Horn Donald J 
Webster. John S 
Woosley . Arvil R 

I • FLIGHT OFFICERS 
Bullard, James W 

Cernigha. Joseph 
Hitchcok. Hugh H 
Kennedy Raymond L 
La Bosco Frank O
Langram. Relph L. 
Lehneis. Andrew J 
McIntyre, Merle B 
Mitst ifer Dayton B 
Raney Thomas Q . Jr 
Wernofske. Bernard J 
Wrubelle. William M 

I'!':- - .. --

FIRST SERGEANTS : 

Elder, Kenneth W . 
Hughes. Harry B., Jr. 

MASTER SERGEANTS : 

De Rosset , Armand J .• Jr. 
Duda. Leo L. 
Farley. Le Grande 
Handlon, Thomas W . 
Redmond, Roye 

TECHNICAL SERGE.ANTS 
• 

Abramson. Irving H. 
Almond. Wilfried S. 
Ando. John 
Bourgeois. Clarence P. 
Brock, Walte r M .. Jr. 
Brown. James .M. 
Burdick. Clayton H .. Jr. 
Campbell. Francis G. 
Carney. Louis P. 
Casc. Lewellyn F . 
Cordle. Vcrnon L. 
Dietz. Robert E. 
Edwards, James C. 
Ell iot. Charles R. 
Ernsberger. Robert C. 
Faith. Richard R. 
Farwell. Henry M. 

  Grantham. Charles W . 
Hagedorn . Robert W . 
Hough. Joseph 
Howard. Ernest R. 
Kersey. Floyd C. 
King, Elmer G . 
Kl ippel. Tony H . 

• 

' 

Lennon , John R . 
Madison. Thomas I.. 
Mclntorch. Wilbur C. 
Monson. Wiley V.. 
Moody. Herbert P ., Jr. 
Morgan. Charles H . 
Muzik. Edward J. 
Newton. Roy F. 

 Nolan, John J. 

, 

Patras. Louis R . 
Peters. Bruce G . 
Pike. Roman B. 
Randall , Richard C. 
Reichert. Henry L
Rice . Verna rd I . 
Ruth. Carl S.. Jr . 
Sanders. James W . 
Schmerler. Samuel H . 
Snider. Charles R . 
Spotidwoode. John P . 
Stratinan. William F. 
Tirpak. Steve Stev~ 

T omassi Alfonso F. 
Turner. Gilbert E. 
Tyree Albert T. 
Ward Edward J. Jr. 
Weaver Joseph D . 
Williams. CArl 
Williams. Robert C. 
Zinn Richard 

STAFF SERGEANTS I 

Anton. Andrew G . 
Atkins. Vincent L. 
Ayers. Samuel E 
Barich. Louis J 
Bates. Clifford 
Bergeron Gerard G . 
Bergman F rederick H 
Bevan Harry J 
Blanchard Harold H 
Boyd Billie B • Jr. 
Brink Roy R. ~ 
Bryant. M.arvin H. 
Butler . Henry A 
Callahan William A. 
Carroll. Jack W 
Chea dle  George W . · 
Chernecky. John 
Ciochetti Joseph C. 
Coffman Dennis E.. · 
Costenson Frankk A . 
Cox. James H 
Crawford Paul E
Cubba Louis J 
Cuccia Joseph J 
Dall Robert E. 
Dalling. Robert R 
De Bella, Alfred L 
De Bolt. James E .. 
Di Mauro. Vincenzo 
Dixon · John R 
Dorton. John L 
Drabot . William C. 
Drury. Maurice J 
Duca. Peil 

: 

Dunn, Loren R. 
Esquidel. Gilbert E. 
Fadeff . Walter P . 
Fann. James P 
Fegan. Robert W . 
Finke. Carlton E. 
Fitsemons. Raymond G . 
Floto, Eugene R., Jr. 
Frombgcn. Joseph L. 
Gardner, Winfield S. 
Goddard. Thomas T . 
Gonzales. Ernest B. 
Goodrich. Howard W . 
Green. Frank O Jr. 
Haller. Arthur H 
Harris. William B. 
Heitkamp. Adrian J. 
Henze, Franklin C 
Hercker. Joseph H . 
Hileman. Louis S. 
Jacobs. Paul M. 
Kaczor. Peter P . 
Kichen. Rubin 
Klima. Clarence J. 
Klingensmith. Basil M. 
Kanuer. Richa rd 
Kolar , Mike ~1ike 
Laboranti. John E. 
Lawson, Orville E. 
Lehman, Clayton E. 
Lile. Walter L. 
Logan. Fred A. 
Looney, John W . 
Luck. George A. 
Luetkemeyer. John J. 
Mall. James A. 
McClesky David F. 
McDonnell. Edward J. 
McLemore. James A . 
McLoone . James B. 
McReynolds , Calvin S. 
Meyer, William A . 
Mitchell. Dec E . 
Mixter. Robert F, .. 
Montgomery. John F 
Moriarty. Arley O . 
Mundy. Joseph S. 
Naimo. John P . 
Nance . James F .. Jr. 
Odom. Travis L. 
Outlaw. Winfred S. 
Pakulski. Joseph R. 
Paplior. Paul G . 
Popp, Henry . 
Riedell. Otto C. 
Riggan. James H . 
Robinson. Ernest W . 
Rosenthall. David II. 
Rosie. Donald G . 
Rothbard. Fred I. 
Samuels. Alvin 
Sauer, Robert E.. 
Sawyer John II. 
Schoffstall. Daondl. I I ~ 
Sewick. Nicholas 
Sexton Carl A , 
Sharpe. Edward C. 
Silva . Paul 
Silverman, Joseph A . 
Skibo. Michael D. 
Smith. Henry A . 
Smith. J C 
Smith. Walter A 
Snyder, Kenneth P. 
Sorg. Erwin R. 

Stelzei . Edwin W . 
Taylor. William G . 
Thigpen. Wilton 
Watts. Johnny B. 
Webster. Ralph B. 
West, Raymond M
White. Howell E. 
Woeste. Daniel H . 
Woods. Clarence, Jr . 
Woody. James H. Jr. 
Youngblood. Guy A 
Zagorski. Casimir J. 

SERGEANTS : 

Arnold. Thomas E. 
Bailin, Murrey 
Beyl. Robert N 
Brophy. James J. 
Buckley. F erdinand G . 
Burnham. Albert M 
Byrnes. Alfred T 
Calderon, Calistro
Callahan. Alfred T. 
C oroteunto. Anthony 
Carter. Henry E , Jr. 
Cooper. John E. 
Day, Robert L 
Drrodelich. Michael. K. 
DeRapau. Paul L. 
Ellis. John T ,. Jr 
Fitzpatr ick. Leo P . 

70 ;-, 
• 

Galvin, John J. 
Gelernter. Samuel 
Gibson. William J. 
Gilbert. Joseph G . 
Grunsky. Frank, Jr. 
Hartley. Hubert L . 
Hollingshead, Robert N. 
Hub. Harry E 
Kelly. Meade P 
Klingholz. Paul A . 
Leber. John A 

Preustcr. Bertram J. 
. 
Riley, Robert R. 
Roberts. William P . Jr. 
Sch raft . F rederick
Sears. Richard C 
Skalski . Charles S. Jr 
Souther. John W . 
Staffo. Angelo M. 
Stoltz. Robert O
Swanron. Franklin E 
Szuszczewicz. Leonard J 
Thackery. Loren .W . 
Van Dyke. Kenneth J 
Vogiatis. George 
Welch . Earl H 
White. Leonard P . 
Yates. Thomas J 
Yoder, Gaylord M 
Yopp, Hancel E 

CORPORALS : 

Barker. Grant 
Bernauer. Wilber I.. 
Beuter, Harry E .. Jr 
Blackwelder. Justin 
Bodenlos. John A . 
Coponetto. Thomas J 
Cervantes. Maximo V  Jr . 
Coopersmith. Jerorome II 
Farr is Jack J. 
F auenight, David W . 
Ginsberg. Theodore P. 
Healey. Charles R. 
La Beff, Luther, F ... 
Lavalliere. Paul H . 
Lamel. Eugene J. 
Martin. Joseph V , 
Miller. William c. 
Ober. Marvin G . 
Pressler . Hugh 
Russell. Lester B. 
Salyer . Will iam I.. 
Simms. George A, 
Slaughter. Johh S. 

Davis Lonzie L 
Dotter Walter G
Farmer Rorelle S. 
Gadra Robert E 
Given Donald P 
Glass. Benjamin F

- Goshorn John P 
Gruber Burton 
Hathaway Calvin S 
Herdinan. Glen R 
Hughes. Charles E 
Hunt. John I 
Johnson . William G 
Kane. Victor W 
La Spina. Christipher 
Lefkowitz . Jerry
Lemishow. Jack 
Longwood. Harold M. 
Lyons. Lawrence J 
Matteson. Arlie V. 
McCann, Daniel ,,. 
Mcara, Robert D . 
Miseewic z. Adam 

Molander. Carl A 
Nunn. William F. 
Parker Robert L 
Paskash. Steve 
Rachett Paul. 
Ripka Lewis J 
Rosser Evan J. Ir 
Rudy. John J. 
Russell . Norman W. 
Schabel. John L. 
Schwartz Edwin 
Seaborn James F. 
Squires. Donald
Stark. Donald 
Strange J B 
Torman. Joseph A 
walker. Lollo M
Watson. William II
Wetmore. Archie A Jr . 
White. John W
Yarbrough. Wendell M.  
YoCman.. Frank G 
Ziegler. Le Roy E 

PRJV A TF.s FIRST CLASS : 
Burns. Oscar L. 
Collins. Rheubie A . • 

Datuant. William A . 

Fluger, NormanH 
Glaze. Charles F .. 
Golden. Larry B. 
Gordon. Jerrold W 
Guarnero. Gilberto C . 
Hack. Frank 
Heimes, Albert L. 
Lavagnilio . Frank N. 
. 
. 

I 

\ 

' ' 

\ . 
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/ 

( 

• 

• 

• 

I 

• 

• 

.. 

' 

j 

Meyers. Oliver H

Novak. Thomas J
Oleron,. Orwin E 
Preslar. Hayden W

McCrath. John J

Randall. Cleo C.

Issler. Joseph F
Let izia. Salvatore P
McGee. William R
McLeigton. Charlie W
McMullen. William F.
Murray. Joseph F
Spalleta. Anthony C
Tinsley. Richard M.
Trapp. Paul H.
Travis. Robert M.
Warsh. Sam

PRlVATES
Ahip. Sylvester G.
Alred. Gordon P.
Andrease. Lawrence
Bell. Walter E.
Benway. Paul
Betmarik, Lee R.
Bodkin. Earl L.
Broffman. Paul
Brown. Floyd E
Buckley. Harold J.
Canfield. Clarence G.
Click. Hubert J.
Cohen. Leon

Conner. George
Cronic. James H.
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555th Squadron Bomb • 

• • • 
Personnel assigned. as of V--E Day.Day~ 

;-::-.· . .._ 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL : 

White Boyd B. • 

MAJOR I 

Lowe Herbert 

CAPTAfNS I 

Beggs Burton L. 
Clark Roy E. 
Lenoci Ralph J . 
Mariott Robert J . 
Meservey Robert P . 
Peterson George W . 
Schlacks. Henry P . 
Smith Raymond W, 
Stehman . Harold E. 
Strand, John H. Jr. 
Schwamberger. Raymond C 
Warren. Martin J. 

FIRST LIEUTENANTS : 

Abott. Glenn H. 
Brooks, Enoch B 
Bucknam. H oward M 
Canham. Morris H 
Chinn , Jack M 
Costanedo. Wesley J 
Colton. Marvin C. 
Cothren, J. C, (10) 
Davis .  Doyle M. 
Downing. Adolph M 
Foster. T ravis E 
Elam. Rhodes M. 
Elliott . Edward E. 
Ernst. Gerald E. 
Flanagan. William M 
Flory, John W 
Fuller. Richard H. 
Gannon . Francis E 
Gese. Charles J . 
Hildebrand, William R 
Hornsby, Jack C. 
Isenberg. Maurice I 
Jagitsch. Robert F 
Johnson. Clarencc C 
Kelly, Donald J . 
Kitley. Donald R 
Knuth. Howard J 
Kovacs. Michael J 
Leonard James H 
Levine. Monty I 
Lipton , John J. 
Massey, Herman R 
Mathis, Waltcr 
McConnell. Fred N 
Miller. Maucie S . Jr 
Miller. Melford W 
Osgood. George F 
Quinn . John P 
Slepr. Kenneth W 
Smith. Herbert D 
Snyder. Robert J 
Stephen. Edward K 
Stith. Richard V 
Susat, Donald F 
Susswein. David M 
Thompson. Lawrence A 
Turner. James R . 
Wells. Norwood F 
Wicks. Ishmael L 
Williams. Raymond M 
 Madsen, Earl H . 
Deavers, Glenn H . 

-

SECOND LIEUTENANTS : 

Ainsley. Alwyn 
Benton , Arnold 
Berquist. Donald J G 
Bourlier. John C 
Flynn. Charl es J . 
Carnsey. F rederick B 
Gibson, L B. 
Goss. Robert L. 
Koontz. William D 
Saylor. Edward J . 
Silcox. William H 
Sjursen , George A. 
Williamson , Willie C . 

FIRST SERGEANT :-

Richier. Morris 

MASTER SERGEANTS : 

Baylor. Robert L 
Clendenin, Charles W 
Culvyhouse, Tyler T 
Reed. Robert W 
Sylvan. Gustaf J. II 

I 

, 

• 

• 

.. 

.. 

• 
• 

. . 

\ 

Webb. Charles M. 
Winchester Joseph W 

TECHNICAL SERGEANTS : 

Baker. James R 
Batchelder. Calvin C 
Cavanna . August A 
Chappelli. Narciso 
Clark. Francis A 
Clifford. Jack 
Crawford. Daniel 
Doll. George A 
Edwards. Douglas C 
Ehlen. Robert J 
Eisenhour. Clarence E. 
Escamilla. Jose A • 
Gifford . David P. 
Gutheil. Lawrence 
Haldeman. William J 
Hall . Jack G . 
Howlett . John W 
Hulse Carl E 
Koch Claude A 
Langan. Orville W 
Lanning, Edward J 
Lott, Harmon F 
Lynch. Edward H. 
Morgan . Homer B 
Newman , Otis R. 
Newsone. William H 
Novak. Ernest J 
Orear. Gordon F. 
Oxford. Grady 
Pederson. Kai A . Jr 
P eltier. Mitchell E . Jr 
Quigg. Leo W . 
Roberts. James R 
Ryan. Robert L 
Schiefler, Lacey L 
Sewall. Robert J 
Sharp. Julian C. 
Smiley. Henry M. 
Smith. Ira L. 
Smith. Sampie T . 
Stang. Norman C. 
Staten. Epp 
Sullivan. Alfred H. 
Sweeney. John J. 
Taylor. John F. 
Thacker . Donald R 
Theil Herbert E. 
Timm. Kenneth A . 
Wallace Roland E 
Weiss. Michael J. 

I 

Jr. 

i 

STAFF SERGEANTS : 

Arnold. Raymond L. 
Bednarek, Joseph G
Bierbusse. Joseph K. 
Bingham. Leland W 
Burris. Noland Ill 
Coffman . Robert J 
Cook, Guy O . 
Davis. Leslie L 
Dickinson. Robert K 
Duncil. Charles W 
Eck. Warren F 
Edwards. David C. 
Faries. Alfred M 
Finney. John C . Jr. 
Gardner. Eugene 
Gavre. Chester 
Gosser. Arthur M. 
Griffith. Donald D 
Gundick. Frank S. 
Hamilton. Carl 
Hendricks. Jay A 
Horney. Harold E 
Houchins, Charles A 
Johnson. Robert G . 
Kates. Rex W . 
La More. Augustus F. 

 Lewis. Robert V . 
Lucier. Peter E. 
Mansfield. Dale R. 
Matychak. Basil W . 
McMackin. Theo E . 
Melvin. Richard E .. Jr 
Merriweathers. Thos. B 
Meyer Alvin H 
Moddrell. Chester L. 
Murphy. Francis J. 
Negrin. Morris J . 
Nordin. Williard G . ' 
Pieper. William D 
Pierson Olen E. 
Rutzen. Orvil W 
Shaw. Raymond E 
Shellenbarger Rex 
Sidell, Omer D,, 

.. 
• 

• 

• • . . 

• 

Steere Alphonse H . 
Sweger. William C. 
Van Aacken. Marvin R. 
Waite. George F. 
Wallace. Earl W : 
Warner. Stanton W 
Wetmore. Charles E. 
Willms , Robert A. 
Zack. George C 

SERGEANTS: 
( 

Ardiere, Matthew 
Barret. William L 
Black. Lloyd R. 
Boris. Raymond G 
Brown. Flavius C 
Buckley. Elmer T 
Chegeski. John 
Corvi. Carl J. 
De   Grammont. Louis P 
De Muth, Frederick J 
Eakley. Francia J. 
Eling. Martin F, 
Carney. Thomas J 
Ernst Myron C. 
Fletcher. Charles I 
Gilham. ·Glenn R. 
Healam. Edward T 
Hyle. Maurice J . 
Jennings. Ollie P. 
Laskowski, John J 
Laymon. Raymond H 
Lella. Joseph . 
Levinson. Ted J. 1 
Levite, Irving 
Levrier. Elbert G. 
Marsh. William R. 
Masset. Edward J. 
McClure, Elgin P . 
McMullan John E 
Meadows. Marvin K 
Miller. Henry 
Moyer, F rancis K 
Nielsen. Raymond P .. 
Olejnik. Harry J. 
Pearson. James M 
Petillo. James V . 
Pingue. John A , 
Poag. Pinkney A. . Jr 
Powers. Grady H. 
Reinoehl. Leslie G. 
Reyes. Pedro G
Ricci. Frank 
Roraback. Wright 
Sackett, George P. 
Schkade. Richard E 
Schlenker Philip 
Small. Donald W . 
Smith. Joseph C . 
Smith. Paul A. 
Smithson. George W . 
Stanfield .  Clarence H 
Suchania, Edward J 
Sylvain. Wilfrid J. 
Tabor, Glen O . 
Tetreault. Alfred O . 
Tye, John R . 
Ursini. Anthony J 
Waleh. Gerald J. 
Weed, Andrew M. 
Whitt, Charlie G . 
Wilson. Harry F 

CORPORALS : 

Bartlett, Arthur C. 
Baxter. Abel · J 
Black. Charles K. 
Bunker. Andrew L . 
Cahill. Georges S. 
Carrigan. Charles T  
Ciechon , Boleslaw J. 
Clark John D. 
Cooke.   Arthur 
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Kardas. Raymond S. . 
Keane. Charles K 
Koltko. Andrew 
Lally. John H. 
Lindvall. John H. 
Loebig. Vincent P .. 
Maring. Richard A. 
Markowitz, Joseph 
Mastrobuono. Salvotore. J. 
Mathis. George P. 
Mehl. Oren L. 
Mercer. Dixie M. 
Mickels. Clarence F 
Milford. Henry R 
Moran. John J. 
Neumann. Harold W 
Pantley. Douglas D 
Peters. Kenneth J . · 
Pomeroy. John H .. Jr 
Prater. Chester H 
Quirk. Robert P. 

. -
Reese. Earl J. • 
Resch. Frank J. 
Rogers. Richard K 
Sampson, Franklin S. 
Schacher. Tony P. 
Schumm. Arthur F 
Schuster. Raymond F 
Shinn . Floyd O . 
Simineo, Millard W . 
Simpson. Gordon A 
Smith. Willis A .. Jr, 
Snyders . Mathias H . 
Spinozzi. Frank P . 
Stachowiak, John E. 
Strehle. Ralph W . 
Swett. Clinton W. 
Voborsky,. Edward J 
Waldheim. John E 
Warren, Ralph A. 
Wayman. Walter R. 
Wenz. Edward L. 
Williams. Arthur S. 

' 

• , 

• 

PRIV A TFS FIRST CLASS , 

Beavers. Richard L. 
Burge. Glenn R . 
Carlson. Clarence O . 
Cummings, William D 
Delagarza. Pedro C. 
De Rose. Joseph L 

· Edings. George A. 
Gentry. Earl J. 
Green, Sammie 
Hartman, Merrill C. 
Hatley. Samuel C 
Hughes. Earl R. 
Jarrell. Edward L 
Jarrett. Rex 
Kline. Arthur D. 
Kuzan. Edward J . 
Lafferty. Henry G 
Loudermilk. J . L 
Maciej. Joseph L 
Mizelle. Leo R. 
Nevins. William F. 
Norris, Carroll L 
Ogozala, George B. 
Pumphrey, Edwin D 
Rudncr. Urban 

' 

Slavin, Robert L 
Stemlicth. Lawrence 
Swiatkowski. Frank L. 
Taylor. Cleo W, 
Tessitore. Donad F. 
Theo. Gus J. 
Trujillo. Jose R . 
Wilson, Clifford W . 
Young. Thomas W . 
Zabowsky. Edward A 
Ziegeler. Hugh C . 

PRIVATES ' 
Braden. William V . 
Chirico. Michael R . 
Draue, Adam S . 
Ferreira. Frank· J. 
Flynn. Boyd 
Fredericks. Gordon W 
Gutierrez. Arturo S. 

• 

· Jasek. John J. · · 
Madison. Herbert W . 
Mayes. Alonzo F. • · 

· · Salerno. Dominic ·G. 
Secore. Edward '· 
Willigan, Gordon T. 
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Dube, .Roger A. 
Ebersold. Woodrow M. 
Eckle. H arold D. 
Flowers. Robert D 
Friedman. David 
Fulkerson. Robert .T . 
Glaze. Charles E . 
Grimm. James W . 
Hait. Charles E. 
Heermann. John L. . 
Hollingsworth, Ralph T 
Holzinger, John M. 
Howdyshell. Paul D. 
Huffman. Henry  F. 
Hughes. Paul E. 
Jendro. Harold W.. 
Kahley, Robert H. 
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555th Bomb Squadron ... 
Personnel assigned during periods prior to V-E- Day. 

LIEUTENANT COLONELS 
Beaty She rman R 
Weizs Don L 

wilson James I

MAJORS : 

~

Perkins, Robert L 
McNally Frederick c. 
Tener Philip 
Thornton, Charles V 

CAPTAINS : 

Aberson, Albert D 
Bartolain Paul L 
Blackburn Floyd A 
Burns Howard L 
Carrell. B A   Jr 
Elling Milfred O 
F ord. James B
Hillman. Thomas M ~I 
Horner. Russell 
kelly. Colby E. 
Kendall. Robert L 
Lehman. Theodore 
Leirevaag, William L 
Le Master, Kelmar K. 
Miller. John E 
Nash William P , Jr 
Olson. Miles M 
O'Neill. Edward R 
Oterson. Francis J 
Overton. Clois C 
Owen. Robert J . Jr 
Peebles. Harry O 
Peterson George W 
Reiner Ern est A 
Rors Joseph H . Jr 
Sands. Robert E. 
Sanford Raymond P. 

srney  Sigler, Kerney L
Smith. John M 
Tabachic. George 
Tauber. Sydney W 

Thatcher. Orville D 
Van De Veivere. Leon A. 
Wentz, Homer T. 

' I  

FIRST LIEUTENANTS  

Anderson. Eugene F. 
Andrew. James W
Baker . Allen F 
Bird. Grant M
Blaisdell. Edward B 
Borrell,  Richard A 
Bortner . Henry W. 
Brokaw, Clifford L 
Burger. Albert G . Jr 
Cavner. Jack E 
Chase. Frank H 
Cochran. Samuel W 
Daly. Joseph J 
Durnall. William M ~ 
Fred Davis 
Davis . Raymond E.· 
De C hene. Euge ne W 
De Sousa . John, Jr . 
Dilg. John H 
Driscoll. Leo B 

• 

~

DunlaP· Lester B 
Eldridge. George R . Jr. 
Elliott. Trumie C. 
Fleming, Edmund T 
Flinn. William 
Forbes. Tom M 
Fry. Charles F 
Gex. Robert B .. Jr. 
Hage. George S 
Harkins. William J .. Jr. 
Harman. William A 
Hart, Richard A ~ • Haynes. Weldon C ~
Hazlett. George H . Jr. 
Holden. James J .• Jr 
Holm, Roger L. 
Jackson. Charles A, 
Kalbach. Edward B "" 
Kingley. Robert E 
Knight. Eugene W
Kudrika William M 
Lagersen. Victor R 
Laube. Edward J 
Lehman. Dona ld G 

' Leonard. James H 
Levine. Monty I. 
Lowry. James H. 
Marrin. James T 
Marshall. Lenice L 
Mathis. Walter
Mattison. Benjamin B 
Maxwell. James E. 

• McClure. Homer  R 
Mercrow. David 
Miller. Maucie S
Miller, Charles A, 
Mohr. Ralph W 

• 

Montagne, Ralph V 
Moody Thomas E 

Morgan. Frank B 
Morr. Robert S 
Nichols Alfred P 
Page. Charles A
Patterson Zera II 
Pearson Jeff L. 
Pekarek. Arthur L. 
Perkoski James H. 
Porter Richard S 
Pyle. Robert G 
Ratajopak. Thomas 
Reffe.  Herman 
Regan Kenneth R 
Remer Ernest A 
Reynolds William C

Rogers. Lalburn S. 
Rose. Gilbert F 
Ruple. Wyman E. 
Scharding. Paul E 
Schrecengost. Lewis 
Sustrop. Axel P 
Smeltzer. a Oliver G 
Snell James F 
Starry. George L . 
Steele Maurice G 
Stevenson. William L. 
Street. Clifton R . 
Sullivan. John J. 
Swart. Richard L 
Swindle. Charley D . 
Tag. Raymond E. 
Ta mlyn, . George S., Jr . 
Taylor. Charles R. 
Tompkins. John C. 
T ucker Dick  A . 
Undcrwood. Tobin H 
Van De Riet . Jack w
Van Pelt \Vilber 0 . 
Voorhcc., Roy D 
Wilton. Rolph D 
Zc hring. Robert J 
Aldridi:c. William S 
R&ymond. j'\lphonrc: A . 

SECOND LIEUTENANTS 
Anderson. Robert L . 
Altemus. Evans S. 
Buhler. Warren E. 
Burk. Dale V 
Butts. Bennie J . Jr 
Carrigan. Charles 
Craig. Edward L 
Cruze. Verne E. 
De Mott Clayton P 
Denison. Richard H 
Dorson.- Edward E 
Dow. Horace D 
Dulac. Leonard G . 
Dumars. Clen M. 
Epstein. Donald M 
F avedman. Joseph 
Freeman George R. 
Gecewicz. George J 
Gemery Matthcw 
Gibson L B. 
Golden . Iverson D . 
Gregory Noble K ~ 
Gridley Robert L. 
Griffin. Barton E.. 
Gunce. Taylor 
Harris. Robert T. 
Helsing. John W 
Hicks. Wayne D . 
Hodge. Horace E. 
Howell. Fred N. Jr 
Hubba rd Robert F 
Johnson. Everett G 
Johnson. George
Jones. Chester D Jr 
Kelly. Patrick J 
Kendall. Walter S .. Jr 
Levin. Elliot J 
Lodge. Warren F . Jr . 
Lyons. Carroll D .. Jr 
Ma uldin. Olin B 

 

Nelson Weston F 
,, Nydegger. John A. 

o’ Neil John 
Orr. Lloyd  A • 
Parmley. Robert H 
Penn, Martin T 
Peters. James R 

.. 

Thurber Bernard P 
Townscnd . Harold G 
Vance. Robert L 
Ward. Robert L 
Webster George J 
Workman William M, Jr. 
Yankner . Morris
Yokely. Thomas L 
Zisek. Emil J 
Zivalech. Christ P 
Zweig, Herbert M ~I 

FLIGHT OFFICERS  

Alubowicz . Bernard F' 
Brancato. Nuffrie 
Bowling. Russell R 
Buckholtz. Eugene H 
Cardinale Otto A ~. 
Hartrich. Gene F.. 
Katzel. Herbert A. 
McCaskill , Oliver L 
McClanahan. Harold R . 
Lowe. Alber t 
Miller. Milton P. 
Prater James R. 
Roberts. Raymond C. 
WaroWiCZ. Barney W. 

FIRST SERGEANTS I 

Benway. Paul 
Shirk. Ira F 

MASTER SERGEANTS I . 
Chew. Roben 
Lork. Frank H 
Young. Gillous M 

TECHNICAL SERGEANTS 

• Adamski, Berna rd J 
Anderson. Clifford E. 
Balcom. Leo D
Bonnickren. Andrew P 
Bowling. Floyd M 
Bradshaw· Wright D 
Bryant. Bruce T 
Celluci. Emidio V 
Chambers . Thomas J. III 
Clifford , Jack 
Cross. Robert B 
Guinther. Harry P. 
Harris. William B. 
Hill. Wesley J 
Himelright. John J. 
Kennedy. Leonard B. 
Hindla. Louis A 
Hudachko. Alois. J 
Hunt. Sidney A 
Lopez. Adolfo A , Jr, 
Mann. Chester J 
Majcher. John S 
McDaniel. Leonard E. 
McKirgan, Douglas. B. 
McCauley. Charl es
Monaco. Clement V . 
Morris. Robert P . 
Nava Rudolfo 
Oland. Roy A
Painter. James S 
Paup. William A. 
Perkins. Robert A 
Peterson. Sloan B 
Pinter, Rudolph L. 
Pitts. Edward A . 
Repets, Henry , 
R ioux. Adelard J 
Rosanbalm. Lloyd A . 
Shelton. Charles. H 
Shuman. David E. R 
Smith, Charles A. 
Somma. John A 
Strauss. Albert V 
Swistun. Michael 
Tanner. Herbert T~ 
T rittipo. Robert E . 
Wick: Christian J 
Yanofsky, Irvins 
Zehner. Harold A. 

ST AFF SERGEANTS t 

Allaire. F' ernand J 
Austin, Wayne R. 
Baillet, Joseph C. 

Pringle. Frank G ' 

Bara be. F rancis C. 
Barnd, Robert E. 
Baer, Alvin H 

Porter. Richard S 
Rabun. Bruce B 
Renfrew. Luther J 
Riber. Elmer L 
Robley, Frederick A. 
Smerkms. Herbert 
Smith. Alvin O.
Smith . Gerald D. 
Storey. John R 
T alerico. Bernard 

' 

-

Beegle. Robert C 
Becker, Robert M 
Bernabe. Wilbert 
Bell. Norman L 
Blumenberg. Wesley W . 
Blumer. William F 
Bortnick. Paul J 
Bradley. William T 
Brantley. Harold L. 
Buck. T yrus L 

72 

• 

, 

Cass Jaimes P. 
Carpente r Robert D. 

Canty. John II 
Calhoun, Gay W f • 
Campbell. Albert E. 
Carroll . Robert E. 
Carver . James W 
Cobb. Jere J 

Cheeseman. John P. 
Conety, Raymond J. 
Cicio. Michael A. 
Conway Robert J . 
Cormier . Fernest J, 
Cox. Curtis C. 
Coyle. Theodore P 
Crawford. Mervin W 
Crenshaw. James R.
Cyford. ( lorcncc E . 
Daigle. Gerald A 
De- Almeida. Lincoln M. 

Woodgeard James W 
Young. Samuel C. 
Zukorsky. Bernard T 
Ackerman. Harry T 

SERGEANTS I 

Baker. James. A 
Balog ~ Frank
Barfield . George W 
Easley. John F .. 

. Bell . George A 
Divine. Ja mes S 
Bobish. Paul 
Braim. Marvin C.
Canavit Frank L. 
Clark Joel N 
Chojtioski. Chester
Cline Robert E. 
Davidson. Simon. 
Dunn. Raymond
Dwyer. Warren J  

Domengeaux. Jos R 
Dupont. Charles E. 
Hoff. Julius , 
House. Earl B. f 
Hunley. Clarence
Keebler. Warr en 
Litthein . Samuel S 
Levine  Mendle 
Marolt. F rank P 
McFarland, Clifford B. 
McKean-Smith . Edward P. 
Mellinger. Edward W. 
Quin. James • • • 
Peters, Kenneth J. 
Reizs. Elliot 
Saul. Howard 

PRIVATES  

Desgalier. Oscar A. 
Dibbl. Irving L. III
Donovan. Daniel R. 
Doyle. John T 

· Farrell . John J 

Bearnon. Williard R. 
Bell. James G. 
Boatwright. Archie 
Byrne. Andrew L. 
Carson, John W. 
Cazarez. Ernest Y. 
Cockerham, John W. 
Cooper. John J. 
Deluca, Benedetto 

Dugan, James J. 
Eaddy. James R 
F aulkner . Lawrence B. 
F autz. Howard C. 
Fitch. George R 
Fischer. Lewis G 
Flake . Rolfe W, 
Fleming. Henry D
F'lemming. George A . 
Garner. Norman A. 
Getttings Ralph W . 
Graff. Daniel J. 
Griffin. Martin R . 
Good . John E 
Goodwin Claude E. 
Hamill . Harold V 
Hanirick. Frank E 
Hammons. Robert L. 
Higgins. Lester D 
Hines. Norman H 
Holmstrom. John L . Jr. 
Hozie Norman C 
Jackson. William L. 
Jensen, Victor A 
Johnson. Charles S. 
Kegg. Robert L. 
King. Herbert ~. 
Kuk Leo W 
Kurecka. Henry J 
La Favor. Allen D 
Le Brun. Charles E 
Lewis. Harold C
Lovett. Gerald W 
Matther. Frank A. 
McCabe. Hugh I. 
McCaslin. Thomas J. 
McConigle. Leon R. 
McQueney. John T 
Melancon. Samuel J . 
Metzger. Leonard D . 
Moran . Charlie R 
Morris. Charles M. 
Mulligan. Phillip F. 

Murray, Edward B. 
Muth. Justus J 
Naylor. Robert C 
Orwig. Russell H. 
Oretek. Frank A . 
Palvsky. George
Palmachuk. Peter 
Phill ips. Thomas D
Pokrzywinski. Jerome S. 
Pollard . Raymond V . 
Powell. Grady B. • 
Poynter Edward O . 
Price. Thomas A. 
Raab Edgar F 
Ralston. Robert F 
Reisinger. Harry E. 
Richey, Dale C. · 
Sampson. Gordon A . 
Samuelson. Morris L. 
Schmidt Robert E 
Slaughter. Russell Z.. 
Sleeper. Alan G 
Slurar , Michael S. 
Sommo. Frank A 
Sorenson. Kermit J . 
Sowers. Claude L 
Sparaco, Vincent J 
Spainhower. James D . 
Spector. Nathan
Steiner, Walter 
Stuckey. Mathew T. 
Suden. Fred C. 
Sukey. E mil P 
Sundberg. Wayne A. III 
Tidwell. Horace L 
Turner. William E. 
Vail. Charles T 
Villarreal. Charles. 
Waite. Samuel F
Wyman. Robert I 

• 

- - . 

Freid . Aron 
Gibson, William J, 
Gilbert. Joseph G 
Gordon. John N. 
Halverson. Richard T . 
Hamby. William D. 
Hecomovich Steve 
Hoch. Robert H 
Hocza . Frank I 
Hodson. Donald F. 
Johnson. Glenn E. 
Jordon. Will iam F , 
King. Eddis R 
Kondak. Stanley S 
Krauch, Frank E 
Lane . Richard W. 
Lerner . Robert G. 
Locke. Charles R. 
Lukenbill Lotus V . 
Lutters. George H 
Matthews . Bernard V . 
Mayes. Frank P 
McGure. Harry W 
Miller. Charles B 
Morrissey. Edward J. 
Mullett. Albert E 
Moolick. Charles J. 
Mulvihill. Jerry H 
Murphree. Crockett O . 
Neal Loucious C 
Nebhan. Jim J 

t 

Neville. Kenneth L 
Norris. Will iam H 
Norwood. Dorus E.. 
Parisi F rank P . 
Pester. Daniel 
Pomidoro. Calvin R, 
Preslar. Hayden V
Previette. Henry M. 
Rhodes. George S. 
Rosenberg. Grant 
Rowe Edward A. 
Shoemaker. Lionel V. 
Somerville. Paul F. 
Stonehouse. William 
Thomas. William G III 
Thompson. George E. 
Tuck. Leon S . Jr. 
Tuscano. Carl J 
Weinard. Robert B. 
Wilkinson. George R. 
Wise. John R . 
Walters. Sid ford 

CORPORALS : 

Bal. John A . 
Balazs. Stephen W 
Beers. James P 
Beers. James P. 
Burger, Richard E 
Chester. Robert W . 
Clark. Earl N 
Creidenberg. Carl 
Derby. John M .   Jr 
Fernandez. Arthur B. 
Finkel. Howard 
Hirsch. Manuel 
Mead. Donald 
Meyz. Frank G 
Nurenberg. Arthur E.. 
Padulo . Blaise W 
Petterman. Herman N 
Samarin, John J 
Shipula. Joseph 
Stenz, John M 
Swensk. Roy W . 
Urmson. John K. 
Y asenchok. George 
Young, Harry E, 
Zeigler. Johnny 

... 
I 

,. 

Donohue. Robert P . 
Dotte r. Walter G . 
Dugan, Elwood J 
Fabiano. William S. 
Gangi. lgnatius J. 
Ginzberg. Murray 
Gordon. Paul R. 
Gore. Boyd J . 
Higgins. Wilbur R. 
Holland. Milton A. 
Hubbard. Calvin K . 
Hutter. Boniface G. 
Iavagnilio, Frank N. 
Ingram. Robert E. 
Jankowitz. Irving 
Kutch . Joseph N 
Laing, Glenn E. 
Langsev. Oscar T 
Lenhart. Richard E 
Lowery, Riley B .. Jr . 
Magans. Anthony 
Martin. Clayton R .. Jr. 
Martinez. Paul A, 
Mattaliano. Joseph F. 
May. George H. 
McNary. Edward 
McNamara. John F 
McQuinn. Vernon A . 
Micolonis. John W . 
Molder. Raymond T. 
Molloy. James J. 
Nielsen. Christian 
Paskiewicz. Walter T. 
Poslusay, Edward F. 
Reed. William L. 
Robinson,. Elvoy R. 
Nekervis, John H. 
Robles. F elix C. 
Rosen, Harry 
Sbisa. Anthony J. 
Schauer. Louis J , 
Scholeck. Clement A. 
Edgar. M Scotten 
Scott. Glenn R. 
Shipula. Joseph 
Sprouse. James W. 
Swirski. Felix F. 
Synikowski Leonard C. 
Tegan. Robert J . 
Tomaszewski, Joseph S. 
Thomazon. Edmund D. 
T ompkins. Leroy 
Villareal. Robert J. 
Walsh. Lewis 
Whaley. Edward D 

PRIVATES FIRST CLASS  

• 

Cahalan, Daniel E 
Colmer. Herbert M, • • 

.. . • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

. ' 
.> 

• 

' 

' 

: 

• I 
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Richardson. Eugene F.  Cyford. Clarence E.
 Daigle. Gerald A.
De Almeida. Lincoln M.
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HISTORICAL CALENDAR
386th BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M), AAF

1 December 1942
Group activated at MacDill Field, Tampa, Fla., 1 Dec. 1942
Assigned to III Bomber Command

7 February 1943:

27 April 1943

8 May 1943

26 May 1943

27 May 1943

2 June 1943

3 June 1943

10 June 1943

24 September 1943

15 October 1943

18 November 1943

22 January 1944

21 March 1944

25 August 1944

26 September 1944

2 October 1944

5 April 1945

9 April 1945

Flight Echelon departed 1050 hours for AAB Lake Charles, La.

Air Echelon departed for Selfridge Field, Michigan.

Ground Echelon departed for Camp Kilmer, N.J., arriving 11 May

Ground Echelon departed Camp Kilmer, N. J., arriving Jersey
City N. J., ferried to pier 79, New York City, embarked abroad
HMT <<Queen Elizabeth>>.

Transport departed 1330 hours for overseas.

Arrived overseas destination, Gourock, Scotland, 0830 hours. De-
barked 2040 hrs. Departed by rail 2215 hrs. for Eccles Road.

Arrived Eccles Road. Marched to Snetterton Heath, Sta. 138

Departed Station 138, 0800 hrs. by rail, motor and aircraft. Ar-
rived Boxted, Essex, England, AAF Station 150, 1145 hrs.

Departed Station 150, 1640 hrs., arrived Station 164 Eastern
Lodge, Great Dunmow, Essex, England, 1800 hrs.

Unit assigned to 9th Air Force and 9th Bomber Command.

Col. Richard C. Sanders assumed command.

Col. Joe W. Kelly assumed command.

Practice move to Earls Colne, returned next day.

Lt. Col. Thomas G. Corbin assumed command.

Advanced Echelon departed for France.

Rear Echelon departed for A-60, Beaumont-Sur-Oise, France.

Advanced Echelon departed for A-92, St. Trond, Belgium.

Rear Echelon departed for A-92, St. Trond, Belgium.
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