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DECLASSIFIED PER _NT™N{ )
" BY ,NARA DATE e =t -

HEADQUARTE1S E-0-1
4018T BOMBARIMENT GROUP (H)
OFFICE OF THE OPERATIONS OFFICER

¥ 30 December 1943

SUBJECT: Leader's Narrative, Mission No 9, 30 Dec 1943.
T0 + Commanding Offieer, 40Lst Bombardument Group (H).

1. Twenty three aircraft, ineluding one FFF ship, teock off for
the mission of 30 December 194%., two shipe, 42-31315 and 42-39881
returned early (one a spare, and one an abortive. Twenty one ships,
including the PFF ship bembed the target.

2. A successful night assembly of the Group was gecomplished,
using different colered aldis lamps for the lead, high end low squade
rons. The high and low squadrons formed 500 feet above aznd below the
lead souadron. Wing assembly was excellent as was Division Assembly.
The 94th Wing was the third wing in the division, The course was flown
a8 briefed; the run over the target was excellent. Acording to the
'Mickey' operator, the bombin; was very good.

3« The return to England was normal except th't a wing of B-24's
well spread out, flew back and ferth in front of the 94th Wing and
eaused some prop wash difficulty. The Wing split up before reaching
the dispersal point, es the "G" Box, radio ccmpsss and fluxgate conpass
were out on the PFF ship. Ships proceeded to thelr respective bases.
Iwo ships were miasing, one from the 3Blst Group and one from She 40lst

' Group; both are believed to be lost.
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HEADQUARTERS E-C-l
4018T BOMBARDLENT GROUP (R)
OFFICE OF THE OPERATIONS OFFICER

30 Lecexber 1948

SUBJECT: Narrative, Mission to Ludwigshafen, Oernany,
Docexber 1843,
T0 ¢ Comanding Officer, 40lat Boabardment Spoup (). .

1. Twenty three alreraft, imcludiug one PFF ship, took off for
the mission of 30 December 1043, Two ships, 42-31315 and 42-30881,

returned early. One was an sbortive and one was & spare returning aftver
reaching the English Coast.

a. Group assembly, Wing assembly and Division sssenbly were
roresl end as briefed. The course was flown as brisfed.
An excellent run was made on the Sarget and though bombing
results were not cbserved, the results were believed to
be goods

be Flok was seager toc moderate. It was accurate over the

target area. Friendly fighter suppert was exce.lent.
Two ships in the Wing, ouve from the 40lst and one from
the 36lst, are missing and are presuzed to be lost.

2. FPormstion at tekeoff frum base (see sheet attached.)

3. Formation over the target (sume as 2 above).
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"""'"‘“" ¢ BROOKS,
» Alr Corps,
Operations Officer.
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Combat Flight Leader:

Deputy Flight Leader:

GROUP FORMATION

MAJOR BROOKS 30 DEC 43
~(Dete)

MAJ (R EROWN .

Graup Call Sign:

Fighter Call Siga

Ground Contrel:

=

PERTAINS TO PAR 2 & B of :
La %  SQDN parrative. PONMATION AT
e TAKEOFF AND OVFIR PARGET.
= BROOKS
- :
B |%a84
o i
C} 1226
Call
LOCSER
c'em"T n/ct NV
B | loss ;
_ Biad
lo 812 SQDN bhi _6l6 SQDN
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i
¢ : 1091
GRINEAR SPRBUUER
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¢ | 9904 of 7809
1
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D ‘ 1068 p|. 11835
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Call K/GF Tall ~L/CF call | &A/CF ' TAIT X/CF
I 9626 G| To%4 m | 7843 g 1089
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Call | A/CF
SPARES i 1064
e v KIRKRUPF
BT * G ¥
‘ : daus Call | A/CF Call A/CF
l T 0846
i: -
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Xy ik ]

SUBJECT :

TO

1.

3

.
.

HEADQUARTERS

401ST BOMBARDVENT GROUP (1)
OFFICE OF THE NAVIGATION CFFICER

APO 634

Lead Navigator's Narrative of Mission Flown 80 December 1943

Comrending Officer, 40lst Bombardment Groop (H).
APQ €u4 ar ),

Flight Plan aad log attached.
Tracz Chart .cteched.
Narrativs.

a. T/0 at OV48  hours,

b. Greup formed atv 0902 1ours ot 10,000 fest,

- —— s

c. Formed 054 st U902 nours at 100000 feet,

d. Began climb at 0913 hours.
€. Reached altitude at 1028 hours.
f. Weather encountered over Englard:
(1) ionas®8 /10ths
(2) visability O»¥ niles.
(3) Wind at altitude _n‘ degrzes, 45

knots per hour,

g+ Means of navigation over England.

Pilotage
o/R

h. ueans of checking AMetro finds

T Drift readings

i, Joined task force at Q98¥hours 1t Spl tu(ci+y, splasher,
Cocrdinates)

j« Departed Englirh Coast at 308 hours.

e

Arrived at Enemy Coast at 1“!“ hours

Vel 4



~ DECLASSIFIED PER

®. lFighever Ronderveus:
(1) Going in: 1QB® hours.
(2) Coming Back: 1209 hours.

l. Wind used for bombing:

f—r

(1) 815 degrees.
(2% o s A knots per hour,

(3) How Determined:

By Drift on three headings

m. Description of Fomb Run and Method of target Identification:
" (1) Reached IP at 1188 hours,

(2) Mag heading over target AP8 degrees.

(3) Altitude over target 8800 feet.

(4) Time bombs away 1806 hours.

(6) WMethod of target Identification and weather over target:

10/20 overeast

FFF Sarget identification

n. Difficulties encountered with Radio, compass, and special
equipment:

Gee equipment burmed out before takeoff
Radio Compass out coming bpck. (Splashers)

0. Gee:
(1) Coordinates of furthest fix .

(2) Time hours.

p+ Comments:

Coordinated lMission
PFF equipment worked well.

L -
2nd Lb, Alr Corps
Lead Navigator
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i FASHT PLAN
PILOT__MAJOR A, O, BHOURS NAVICATORLE: W8, M&&ﬂf’- LT, CEAISRALL (MIGKEY NAV) pDATE_30 Decesber 1943

STATIONSQ620 ENCINES 0720 TAXI 0730 1.0. O745 SUN MOON TWILIGHT
LEAVE BASE: 0302 RISES | SETS | RISES | SETs | A'wMm. | P M.

COAST OUT:
ENEMY COAST: ﬁ

LP: , ' _ 1
TARGET: ° _w :

T
ENEMY_ COAST: __ JALD — WATCH_ ::gw RATE ____SEC'S GAINING PER
: HOUR — LOSING
HEIC.HT : . l HMDANG(‘.J[ G/S DIST. | TIME E.T."A.‘ TIS'EELB%SJ‘:AALL‘I?AT:ZI
Bese .|| 320 | 20000 156 |35% | ~6 |42 |30 358 | 130 | 25 12 |
00 320 | 10000 156 | 277 | #8 |85 |13 || 296 || 129 |18 |F2
B T gk 12000 &
| sa 58 Glhogn | 320 | 12000390 | 263 (185 | AO|195 |11 206 || 188 | 9% |42
S e _onzam [ 320 [ 28000 173 (133 | -2|3m [nfwe | 23 | 29 8
o8 comu || * | 1000 178 (12 | -6[206 (0] 226 || 22 | 45 13
| Hecchy Head
SO 44 003k _ (| 330 | 1sooofase’| 180 | 275 | A5|282 |20 192 | A5 | 58 16
_@ﬁ_o_xgﬁ;_ 3 | 22000 191 | 95 | =a0| 85 | 9| 98 || A1 |7 | 2
49 ACH 02 10 &
e A - . 8 | <11 7 | 7| e || 205 [222 [L:0M
(49 SBN OF 528
S R = s [ ~2|ma | 63 || 21 [ W BN
|_gar
o208 ceeeis ™ [ ° V— [T | A28 | 6| 23 | 23k | & |34
L AS 228 08 208 :
o O 221 T /r " |2 | Az|a2s (7| @z | 1@ | % | 2
L. A ./ " (2% | £9|2% | 7| =6 || % | & | =
L PRy . . /_" 53 | #7500 | : % )
(49 08 02 s0C :
N 7 A .% * 2@ | A [300 | @ W |28 | -
B e LR " /1 = |&as| Aw|3es | 9 5 | A E3
Tecanp
i A 55 A bt 325, |2 ?" 191 (355 | ~5|3% |0 5% | 58 o Togst
__:_____' = " Is» mnoxy"w. 2% | F8|296 |20 19 | 4 16
dn]“ ‘11
— e 5000 U9 -7/ 12 [10 136 | &2 362
_a’n___:_ _____ " 9 | F2| BT | =7 | I8 o |
IF CLOWY L 106 [0 AP 16 [345° Gid
___ I ae L 34 . _
'cou. U'slivb MAC. NAVIGCATIONAL : LA.S. ¢ DIS.
TIME CENERAL OBSERVATIONS M.P. A, A JLNG
RSE. DRI&R’F - OBSERVATION ,':‘H e .;SNTIME ETA
0902 |353 | <6 |347|357| Bese i Gireling Field ol e 4
0509 | 347 | -5 |32 352 Cottemore . y? |
o903 |295 | Az [207]298| Begen turn at Svempton ( - off right wingd 1 -
09233 | 295 | A2 [207[296] Dagen tum st Notting am| (Nottinghas OJR7E) y
o925 (180 | A0 |200|200 99 nw
0930 206 25 Sighted two Wings 4t 1100 : 13,00 170
#f - %-mu ﬁw@lﬂcﬁnﬂm s _
0937 |26 | A 260|200 7| Wy 000
0939 | 205 | A9 [224]2m: 3%
0846 my;%;um 242 “nd from drift on 3 headings | 15.2:“‘
153 7 | o -:sﬂu ,
o952 |28 | = |130(10 . f&@
0957 | 138 | -2 [335|345| wing ecading im frea the Jeft 17,700 36| 209
1006f | 233 | -1 |A38| 2| Splasher FL ’!!# v
-
3003 <L O | 10k _
-22
005 | 135 | -1 (204 2k 20,300




w/Vv HEICHT

TiMe | COU| USED ITRUEIMAC NAVICATIONAL GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ven| ¢ |tas|oR 7S lrime| £.1 A,
RSE.| €/70R HDNGHDNG OBSERVATION /K A G.S.| RUN
D.R. DRIF. TEMP.
W08 |165 | A5 | 120(190| Smglish Coast 20,700| 180|224 | 58 | 16 | 2034
g 4
1028 (165 | A5 | 190|190 2 planes at 0900 1 zz,:’ms
036 158 | A2 | 170|180| Laemy Coast 22,30
1036 Start turn (Circled to oupside of Lings shead of us 22,300
1097 |05 | -5 100|110| Filotage (1 mi morth of fwvetot) 22,300 224 | 56 | 15 [2052
W0 | 96 | = 26| 98 22,200 | 184|224
-.30
1052 93 | <7 86| 96 Forsation at 1000 157 | 22,200 220 | 222|0a00 IF
=20
1059 93 | -7 86| 96 Faghtars at 0900 1557 | 22,300 | 188|220 | 1309
1307 | 77 | <A1 | 6| 7| D.E, 49 20N 03 36 Tighters at 1000 (nigh) / 30 [Tgt
12013
ny | @ -9 | = e Fighters at 1200 (high) A o R
M3 || -9 | 74 e Fighters at 0130 f
me | & | - 7| e Fighter high ot 0100 /
1123 &7 | <7 go| 90 Fighters high at 1100 1 22,200
=30
1127 73 | -1 62| 72| Awversge True Course 76 deprees 1 22,5200
~ : . - T : 000 20 | 98] »
1135 73 | -ax 62| 72 Re 49 458 06 ORE mw‘“p.gﬁshf‘"
1140 a1 -9 72| <R 210 I¥
: 2,50 57 2 [
157 (7| =9 | 68| 7¢| Twning ¥ 22:56 ﬂg 9 |12063
058 (134 | 0 | 134[244 Flak (lesger) 1300
1200 | M8 | 30 | 158|168 OSmoke Fiares /
128 155 | A | 166[176| Smoke Flares at 1200 1 n.g ,
1205 | 190 | AT | TO[I76| ek et G200 :
1206 |163 | Ao 170|172 | Bombs awny (By Sickey) licager Flak at 0300 ’9/ 2 224, Em
1209 |223 | As [ 237|200 Figters at 1100 }ﬂ 2,000 |88
1210|239 | Aa | 253|200 / -
123 (237 | As | 251258 y/’ 22,220
=3
ias |253 | A2 | 265|272 / _
18 ﬂil ﬁﬂ, b Eall Turret gumer saw B-7 with No, 2 Engine on fire / A
129 | 240 | AL | 257|264 | Badling cut of 217 below (ene clmte seen) / 22,000  [165
1222 |z A1 | 257|264 | Figiters at 0500 (High) 22,000 158
= |
1226 250 | A1 | 261|268 | Fighters ot 0400 xszi ,
1231|250 | A1 | 261|268 1557 |a,90 | . ix:l .
1232 250 Fighters high 8t 0200 12 =i, left of Ssarbrucken 1
L9 038 07 056 ' P
1237 | 252 Féghters high at 0300 ; e
ST 2,00 %9
| 21248 |27 B-17 at QA0 Flying slohg overcast 18
1246 203 55 <Ly AR T
9|296 -z
i252 |28% 298 | Fighters st 0300 (Highd 155 21.32
XL (27 | # 0 | 2e3[<90 T EL, FIZNC Or veraun I U [ 365 | SAB[L7< | 111y T2
' 49 02 05 A% :
TI30h |26 | £ C | GB|208 | Vighers st OO0 Uil-oot| level with ua) >
25
1905 |28 | 5o 20, | 202 | Fighters at 1200 Nigh Tpk/'s atove us FP=JB's ot (300
130 |&5 | £ 5 | D08 | Fighters at 1100 T,08

SICNED . e




— FILAHT PLAN
h-:\,_ E L%-__J
PILOT NAVIGATOR . DATE
STATIONS ENCINES TAXI T SUN MOON TWILIGHT
LEAVE BASE: RISES | SETS | RISES | SETS | A.M.| P M.
COAST OUT: :
ENEMY COAST:
P
:;:a?;;oasr PAST
-~ WATCH________ SLOW RATE_________SEC'S GAINING PER
HOUR___LOSING

W/V IAS | yas | cou-|pri-|TrRUE |, ]| MAG. ‘ CELESTIAL DATA
usgp [TE'CHTIMBH] iy | rse | Fx HDNC.. upnel] €73 | DST JREREE ) ETA- N vivewopy atr Az

NN SN

N

1 I |

NAVICATIONAL
OBSERVATION CENERAL OBSERVATIONS
1ns 2R | £9 |22
B | FJ [0
BE: 299 | #3 |302 |30 Fighters =t 120 (=38
1335 |29 | # |302]310]| Bursts of #lgk st 0300
1336 29 43 %02 | 110 Fighters ofC0
1337 | 299 | #3 |302 |310| Fighters 1200 . 199's Wth F=47's after Lien -1}/” 20,900
~-2ly
19 |29 |#3 |w2|m0 /
1w 282 |49 |2 |290| faphters 2t 0300 /
145 | 3686 | A0 |296|304| Be2s down (disintegreted) B ﬂ.ﬁ
1349 |288 | Ao |08 | 06| Figiters 5 o'elock . 0,800
152 |25 | A [306 [ 54] Fagevers nagn ¥ /
13524 291 | A1 |30 | 20| Fighters spproacking unidr us : ﬂ
1358 2k | 8 |Za|am0
1400 278 | &9 287 | 295| FPighters high st 0900
uond |28k | #5 289 | 298| 2 @& P=47's (high)




W/ v HEIGHT = i
TIME ggg DEi;EF :3:.’5:;;& ga\;&v‘?‘rg\“y GENERAL OBSERVATIONS rfﬁ'(a A.'r;,, T.AS. g-':- E‘i TIME| E.T. A,
E========‘=7===F ]
102 | 20| £5 | 289|298| Fighters low st 1 O'clock i
[ 3405 | 28| £5 | 209|258| Fighters st J o'clock ao,ﬁ
W2 | =L #5 287 [298 aw.mdl'unno'm 20, 500
s | 27| A | ;0320 160 ao,%
| w17 | 6| -4 | 312[323| Figiters level with us af 0600
TN | 36| =5 | :m2[#R2| 5-2 in high squadron on| fire
1535 | - i | Taeny Coust 19,500 23 | 23 [1h.48
32 | 2 | <12 |350|360| Fighters attacking 817 P900
[ IMA0 |30 | =10 | 530|340
Wi |3 | =9 || 150 7|12,000
WS TS [ [SbA | eglish Coast
1511 (30 | =20 [ 330340
iS50 |33 | -3 | 203 :
LASUED 3630 A i

L

]

SCNED- 2 . - - NAVICATGR
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SIFIED PER
, NARA DATE

HEADQUARTERS
AAF STATION 128
APQ 634 U. S. ARKY

30 December 1943

SUBJBCT: Group Bombardier's Narrstive, Mission Ne. 9, Ludwigshafen, Ger.

T0 + Commanding Officer, 40lst Bombardment Group (H)
m’m. Ue. S, Army

1. BEighteen of alrcraft dropped 216 X 500 N-43 GP bombs over
the target. Ome aircraft is still unknown and one dropped nickles.
This makes a total of twenty of our aircraft kmown te be over target
at bombs away. One PFF ship dropped 6 X 500 GP, this aireraft is not
included in our total. :

2. Of the 21€ X 500 BP dropped by our aireraft, 44 GP Bombs
had to be salvoed over the target due to racks sticking. 172 bombs
were toggled on signel from PFF lead Alireraft.

8. Lombing was by lead PFP Alreraft (Mickey) due to 10/10
cloud cover. All bombs released at 1206 on signal from PFF A/C.

4. Dombsights in deputy and alternate aircraft reported to be
in excellant condition.

JULIUS PICKOFF
Capt, A C
Gp Bomb 0



DECLASSIFIED PER N

" BY

JNARA DATE gtiVLIAL ____ [ —
I
UARTERS
STATION 128
684 Us 8. ARWY
s sy 80 December 1943
&3
SUBJECT: Lead Bombardier!s Narrative, Mission Ho. 9, Ludwigshafen,
e M
70 + Commanding Officer, $Olst Bombardment Group (i)
APG. $634 ! Y" ok
jr' { i J.I.
1. w Bombardier's Narrative not necessary, PFF equipment
m.' | /
JULIUS PICKO¥F
' Cet, A C ;
Gp Bomb 0
/]
f .||



DECLASSIFIED PER _Ntd(O) '
" BY  NARA DATE _

BOMBARDIER'S LOG

TARGET LUDNIGEHAFEN  «~FIRVATTON 480 TAKE OFF_ 0745

e GSCORT  spisfires
DESCRIPTION AND REMARKS==s~=m===

*Pressure Altktude . **Type & Size

et :

of Target / 8er's of Bombs 35 X 500 -8
*AltimeTer Setting ‘ **No. of Bombs *Fuzing: T Nose _
29,92 e Loaded € Tnilﬂ
*Ind, Altitude - m ] ‘#*_Initial Point Ordered 49 ‘g !z 828
hezus s Actual 49 49§ 06 048
*True Altitude a;fv\?garget , . XLength of Run ¥Time of Run-
@ Y _ - L i ;{;.:._.-4_
x Air Speed (MPH)  CIAS . TAS * Mag Head xliag Head -
180. - - "2l® Ordered 147 Actual 17!
*Ground Speed *Est ! x Time of **jjo of Bombs
. 268 »*Aotual | Release 1208 Released 6 GP
Drift *Forecast IR #xType of r Train X Individual
xAoctual 8r r Release Salvo Returned
¥Ectual Renge ' : "X Point of Impact e -

' xfTan Drop Angle *Est f .82 | #*x Airplane Type B=17
. xActual H — WO

XDisc Speed 3BVel xIrail. B8 »» Pilot ¢
| _SOTes X 2 &J

**Tmﬁ Of Fall “.. o - kK NA‘Vigath‘ L’. '—M

vy

T - o --~‘§ ~ ¥ POTCETATET
*%B, S.o Type B.nd No _ﬂ L I m (nom) K
’ Wind - Wind-~ -~ - ...Temp - ' Tema s R

Height Direction --Velocity . Forecast Kotual, i W=
: | *Est |, XActual ;*ESt . x Actual - * R i

oo T b VA TR : , NP

3000 " i - —

2000 ; =2 b - SR :
;10006 : . Ay aNET : : : s i
22000 T 380 . NIB —m -@ -
s e o oS S
1 o e e b S : i :

90000 " i ! R PG g .‘;

* FILL IN BEFORE TAKE OFF. -*x FILL IN AFTER LANDING xFILL DURING FLIGHT

- - - b e - B — - e h . - — e et
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HEADQUARTERS
STATION NO, 128
APO 834
30 December, 1943
SUBJECT: Mission Summary Report.
TO : @roup Operations, Station 128,

1. Abortives.
8., Alrplsne No. 42-31315 returned early for the reason
that the pllot could not maintain formation becsuse # 2 super-
eharger would not produce more than 48" Hg at 2400 RPM.

b. Alrplane No. 42-39881 returned early for the reason
that oll ecooler on # 4 engine blew out,

2. Battle Damage.
&. None,

CEARLES W, HUNT
let Lt., Alr Corps
Group Engineering Officer

-l=
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HEADUARTERS
40157 BOESARDWENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Armament Offlicer

hoT.0, B34
30 Decewber, 1943

SUBJECT: Armament Narrative, lission No. 9, 30 December 1943.

9 : Commanding Officer, 401st Bomb Group (H), APO 834,
U.8. Aray,

1. The following Armaasent malfunctions were reported
et the eonclusion of the mission of 30 December, 1943,
&. One ship hed the Bosb Bay door operating motor fall.

. One Ball Turret and one Upper Purret Vickers Unit
in need repalir.
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SR RBRET Form 00-Amm-2A
MISSIO™ REPORT .. AMITNITION
AL Station No.__yg8 ' " te of Miesion_ 30 Nesewber 194%
Grour__401st Bowb Orous

- Type Aircraft__B 190 ana 1 B l'l.

. I - Aircraft: Departed 22 plue 1 P.¥.F.
Returned early 2
Attacking terget_189
Lost 1. (Unconfirmed)
Size Quantity- Fusing

II - Bombd: Initial Load (to£a1) 50O 1%, 262 120 . 1/40

Expended (on target) _M_ _#__ —Seme
(jettisoned) _

Returned 001, 24 _ _fane

Unaccounted for —tX 2R R

III - Flares: Lending, bombing &
vhotoflash carried _

Expended (type & amt)__ =~ - ;

IV - Expenditures of Small Arms ammunition (by rds per:gun position)

Position Cal, No. of Guns ammunition Expended
Cal. .30 Cal, .50
Lhin Torret _ S0 NECEE: (RS 290
" Center Nose . | 26
_Left Hose L Z g T
Bight Nose L 16 280
Alip_er Turret e 38 i 520
Lower Turcet L 28 588
~BHadio Cun L 19 255
Left Welat L 19 278
_Bight Yates __® 10 27
_Tall CGuns L] 28 595
—Zotals .. 25 3135
SECREPT (over)
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Total A/C Reported by zun position:

e R 16 rds,

Cel..50 __ 186 rge,
Total expended from abortive 4/C:

Cal, .30 rds.

Cal..50 - rds.

Expedned 4/C lost or missige::

Cal,30 rds,

Cal, .50 rds,

e e e

Group totals:

Cal. .30 ‘rds.

Cal,.50 3136 7L

V - Remarks:

A/C #843 - 615th Bonb Sq - carried mickels only.

oy

ss't,
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HEADQUARTERS (y=A=5)
LO1ST BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
OFFICE OF THE COMMUNICATI OFF ICER
AAF STA 128, AP0 63l

31 DECEMBER 1943

SUBJECT: COMMUNICATIONS REPORT, OPERATIONAL MISSION NO. 9
T0 3 ING OFFICER, L,O1ST BOMB GP (H), AAF STA 128
APO 62. . 1 y
1. USE OF VHF SET

le

S5e

6o

CHANNELS "A"™ "g" "g" & "p" AVMLABL!. ROUTINE FORMATION

MESSAGES ON CHANNEL "A", smn & 809 MON|TORED CHANe

utl. "g", SHIPS 198 & 855 MONIT n cumuel. "c" FROM ZERO
TO ZERC PLUS 28 MINUTES AND ZERO PLUS 190 MINUTES TO

ZERO PLUS 252, SHIPS 226 & 069 MON)TORED CHANNEL "D
FROW 2ERO PLUS 29 WINUTES TO ZERO PLUS 190 WINUTES.
VHF /OF BEARINGS

SHIP 068 RECEIVED THREE HOMINGS FROM DEENETHORPE. SHIPS
198 RECEIVED ONE HOMING FROM DEENETHORPE.

HE/OF BEARINGS

SHIPS ogh‘ 198 & 069 EACH RECEIVED TWO QOM'S FROM POLE=

BROOK . 0 & EACH RECEIVED ONE
o ﬁ 33, 846, 06h & 904
ME/OF FIXES
NONE OBTAINED. .
DISTRESS ACTION TAKEN
NONE TAKEN
RADIO BEACONS USED
? WiOTURD . ceENevHoRee
1 “5=11=16 NOT USED DEENME THORPE
11-1 NOT USED DEENE THORPE
buTmdegul=qb c THORPE
8 116 NOT USED ﬁw\m@n
11«16 NOT USED EN PE
820 11=16 NOT USED DEENE THORPE

06l 11-16 NOT USED DEENE THORPE



DECLASSIFIED PER
" BY . NARA DATE

=)

COMMUNICATIONS = .. JRT, OPERATIONAL MISSION 3, 30 DEC L3.

WALGEE  oReeTronee

87 11=16 NOT USED DEENETHORPE
11=16 NOT USED DEENE THORPE
1-9-1 1-16 NOT USED DEENE THORPE
1-16 NOT USED DEENE THORPE
025 T=B=9=t1=16 c . NOT USED
9=11 NOT USED DEENE THORPE
85) Ge11=16 NOT "USED NOT USED
7. USE OF "GEE" 5.5
HE i 01D WOT Dse
DID NOT USE DID NOT USE
091 DID NOT USE DID NOT USE
8. '
NOT USED

9. USE OF MF/DF SECTION
SECTION "N"™ AVAILABLE. NOT USED.
10.

1.

ng WIKE BU'I'TON STIOKS IN RADIO COMPARTMENT. INe
TERPHONE SYSTEM GOES OFF AND ON.
8lé GUN MIKE BAD IN RIGHT WAIST AND BOMBARDIER'S

POSITIONS.,
06 COMPASS BURNED OUT.
(+13 CHECK COMPASS

ahz RECEIVER WEAK
go COMMAND ANTENNA BROKE LOOSE
CHECK COMPASS




'COMMUNICATIONS  JRT, OPERATIONAL MISSION 9, 30 DEC 13

Y POOR; 8 & 9 HAD INTER=
FERENCE »

0 SPLASHER 16 = RESULTS WERE NOT ACCURATE.
1 SPLASHERS 11 & 16 « INTERFERENCE.
::L:aor o 1 REPORTED 180 DEGREES OUT OF PHASE;

226 COULD NOT GET 8P r(nneu
g; SPLASHERS 11 & 16 REPORTED

. SPLASHER 16 GOOD GOING OUT mma BACK,
195 SPLASHER 1 mrto NO GOOD.

16.

17.

DEENE THORPE Hm WAS IN OPIMTIOH ENTIRE
MISSION. MOST NAVIGATORS REPORTED GOOD RESULTS, AL~
Wﬂw WAS mmtm DUE TO ERRATIC 'I'RAM-

DEENE THORPE VHF/DF STATION WAS IN OPERATION ENTIRE

MISSION. GOOD TS WERE OBTAINED.

| ,

DEFICIENCIES BEING INVESTIGATED AND CORRECTED.
HAROLD M KENNARD, JR.
15T LT, AIR CORPS

COMMUN | CATIONE OFF | CER.
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OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
STATION 128 APO 634
U, S. ARMY

30 December 1943,

SUBJECT: Narrative of ludwigshafen Mission this date,
70 ¢ COMMANDING OFFICER, 40lst Bombardment Group (H), Station 128,

Ao poralsd

1. ( 21 A/fo Sodie-ef? to attack Ludwigshafen, which is one of the
centers of the I.G. Farben Industries, MPI for target wes a large group
of buildings, housing what is believed to be g!l'.hnﬂo rubber plants,
producing Buna, etoo. ‘he secondary and Last “esort Targets were the city
of Saarbrucken and A/F Ne of Reims respectively., Nineteen A/0 definiGely
attacked the target bombing on PFF, of which one A £ dropped leaflets,
A/C # 9826 is missing and although presumed te have bombed, it has not
been included as a ship which actually did bomb in our spporting. Eesults
could not be observed because of a 10/10th solid overcast, ‘

2, A/C # 1315 turned back at Mid-channel because No.f@ super-charger
was out and could not keep formatiom., A/C # 1089 glipped off taxi-strip -
resulting in failure to T/0. These two ships were replaced as spares, A
third spare A/C # 9881 turned back prier to the English Coaste

There were some E/A seen, consisting of Ju=88s or Me 210s, in the
target area., Several dog-fights betwsen our fighters and Vh fighters were
observed,but at great distances aay, making it impossible to identify ex-
actly. One twin engine E/A was attacked by a Ped7 and seen to explode a
1340 hourse -

4, One of our A/C # 9826 observed to have been damaged by a bomb
dropped from the pgroup above, Flamesr shot efit of the leading edge of the
wing, One man jumped snd & chute was seen to opens A/0 was last moticed
as being under control and escorted by three fighterse :

6. Flak was reported as meager and inaccurate at IP, Target Area
and enemy coast on return., It was generally of a barnge type, fair for
~ height and poor for @eflection. Bursts were greyish and some were black,
Ground rockets were ohserved coming up through the clouds; alse rockets
were seen shot from B/A fighters. Both were poor as to height and doe

flection,

6+ No A/C suffered categody "A" or "AC" battle damage,
7e No injuries occured. Len men are presumed missing.

8. No oombat claims were made and friendly fighter support was re=
ported good to emcellent,

W.B.FRY,
Major, AC,
Group 8-2 Officer
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Target No. - Illustration No.
2 (c) 17 I.G. FARBENK_ STRIE A.G. LUDWIGSHAFEN (_'__ 1ANY) 2 (c) 17/8

500 1500 2000 YARDS
1 MILE

(1: 19,400)
Photographed 9.11.41
Issued November 1942

KEY

Q. CHLORSULPHONIC ACID S. SULPHURIC ACID W. SYNTHETIC OIL
(REPORTED LOCATION) T. DYESTUFFS & HEAVY CHEMICALS X. POWER PLANT
R. PLASTICS V. SYNTHETIC AMMONIA, NITRIC ACID Y. GAS HOLDERS

-
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T0:  C.G., 1ST BOMB DIV. AND 94TH COMBAT WING
FROM: C.0. 4018T BOMB GP, (H)

TELETYPE A

S-1. THE 401ST GROUP FLEW LEAD POSITION IN THE 94TH COMBAT WING WHICH
wAS THE TEIRD wING OVER THE TARGET. WO E/A OBSERVED NEAR OUR FOR-
MATION, FRIENDLY FIGHTER SUPPORT WAS EXCELLENT, PROVIDING COVER
AS BRTEFED. SOME DOB-~BIGHTS WERE OBSERVED BY OUR CREW MEMBERS
AT BEUCH GREAT DISTANCES THAT THE ENEMY A/C WERE NOT POSITIVELY
IDENTTFIED., ONE TWIN-ENGINE A/C BELIEVED TO BE A JU-38 OR ME-210
WAS SEEN IN PLAMES UNTIL IT EXPDODED AT 1340 FRS, BY A/C 1068 WHICH
WAS PLYING AT AN ALTITUDE OF 21,700 FRET. THIS ENEMY A/C WAS STOT
DOWN BY A P-47,

S8-2, MFAGER AND INACCURATE FLAK ENCOUNTERED AT I.P., TARGE! AREA, AND
ENEMY COAST ON RERURN, IT wAS OF BARRAGE BURSTS FATR FOR HRIGHT
AND POOR FOR DEFLECTION. AT ENEMY COAST BARRAGE BURSTS WERE ALSO
NOTED AS POOR FOR HEIGHT AND DEFLECTEON., AT T.P. AND TARGET AREA
FORMATION WAS FLYING AT 22,000 FERT. BURBTS W ERE GRAYISH AND SOME
BLACK.(>ROUND ROCKETS WERE ORSEREED COMINC UP THROUGH THE CLOUDS
LEAVING LARGE GRAYISH BURSTS RESEMBLING SNAKFE SHAPES. THERE WERE
ALSO ROCKETS SHOT FROM E/E WHICH GAVE OFF BURSTS OF SILVER DISCS
PRECEFDED BY BLACK BURSTS AND LEPFT A THIN BURNING TRAIL.

§-3. AT 1219 FRS,,4910-0730E 22,000 FEET OUR A/C #9837 OBSFRVED THAT TWO
BOMBS STRUCK OUR A/C #9826 FAVING BEEN DROPPED FROM THE GROUP ABCVE,
FLAMES SHOT OUT OF LEADING EDGE OF wING, ONE MAN JUMPED FROM A/C #9826 ,

AND SHUTE OPENED., AJC #9826 WAS LAST SEEN UNDER CONTROL ESCORTED

RY THREE FIGHTERS. A/C #1198 OBSERVED A B-17 ON FIRE AT 1219 FRS,

(T™w0) MEN SEEN TO BAIL OUT. A/C #1091 AT 1345 HRS. OBSERVED A EEAVY

SOMBER EXPLODE THIRTEEN MILES NORTH OF PARIS, THREE SHUTES SEEN.

1851 ARS. A/C #1193 OBSERVED A B-24 BLOW UP,

840 mo
8-5. NONE.

§-8. NIL.
 §-7. UNOBSERVED - 10/10.
S-8. EXCELLENT,

S-9, 21 A/C WERE DISPATCHED CROSSING ENGLISH COAST 1018 HOURS AT BEACHY
HEAD, FOLLOWED BRIEFED CONRSE HITTING ENEMY COAST 1033 HOURS AT FECAMP,
OVER THE TARGET AT 1205 HRS. HEADING 180° MAG. LANDED BACK AT BASE
1610 HRS, A/C #1315 TURNED BACK AT MID-CHANNEL, #2 SUPER-CFARGER OUT,
BOMBS BB. WE FAD 28 A/C INCLUDING THREE SPARES SCHEDULED-A/C #1089
SLIPPED OFF HABRB-STANDING RESULTING IN FAILURE TO TAKE OFF. OUR SPARES
WERE A/C #0937, #8881 AND #9820, A/C #9881 TURNEP BACK PRIOR TO ENGLISH

GOAST. . 3 " -
S-10. Fr'ET Y BuXES, rogR-HuUNORED BYNPLES OF LERF—

LETS DPRopPED oN THRPEE T



SUBJECT:

TO
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4.

5.
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10.

il.

OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
STATION 128 - APQ 634
U. S. ARMY

30 December 1943,

Comments of Crews Participating in the Ludwigshaven Raid, this
date.

C. 0., 4015t Bombardment Group (H), APO 634.

Major 3rown, Captain Hinkle, and Lt. Wood express belief that
this was the best PFF mis-ion to date. They also complimented
Lt. DeVille for his good work as Duty Pombardier im preparing
material for mission. '

8/3gt. Urish of Captain Peck's crew states the wooden noor in
the ball twrret should be removed.

Lt. Sprecher says cabin heat out of order in aircraft.
Lt. Nutter reports Splasher #16 gave false bean.

Lt. Smith states Groups are bombing on each other and that teeo
mush evasive action was taken. Lt. Chmura states the formation
was poor.

Captain White's entire crew st.ted the food was guseous at breake
fast.

Lt. Stelzer states mission went off pretty good. Sgt. Holland
and Lt., Warren of the same orew would like tracera, preferably
every five (5) rounds - but at least every tenth bullet,

Lt. Dyiley reports good formation today.

Lt. Kirkhuff said formation was very poor. Lt. Sobolak suggests
more trucks needed to solve transportation problem. L. Plerde
praised the Flight Plan given to Navigators.

Lt, Kaufman said the old type head-sets, leather ear cups, need
replacing with the new rubber type., Lt. Cameron said "we need
more food in the airplane for %rips as long as this one."

Lt. Piper's crew reports that plane in the Group above and to the
right of our formation was dropping incendiaries right through our
formation.
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Lt. Wilson states the whole orew waited forty (40) minutes
for truck at A/C snd finally took base bus to briefing room.
Whole orew wants soft rubber head- t. Gattis said he

oould not hear on the inter-phone because he had to move hard
head-phones around.

W. B, FRY,
mw. Al c..
Group 8-2 Officer.
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OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER Dwl~l
STATION 128 -« APO 634
TJe 8, ARMY

4 January 1544.

SUBJECT: WNiokles (Leaflets) Operations by 40lst Bombardment Group (M).

T :+ Commanding General, lst Bombardment Division, AFD G34.
(Attn: Lt. Roslonski, A-2 Seotiom).

1. The following leaflet operation was carried out over Ludwig-
shaven, Germany, 30 Dec. 1943:

No. of boxes carried - 50

No. of parcels carried - 400

Leaflet Code Ro, - VBG 18

No. of parcels dropped - 400

Hoxes destroyed or lost - O

Leaflets destroyed or lost - O
Carrying A/C - No. 7043

2. The above information regarding leaflet code number represented
our stock on hand, although it has been reported to me that an additional
fifty (50) bundles are now available.

W. B. FRY,
N“l A-cu
Group S-2 Officer.
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OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
STATION 128 - APO 634
U S ARMY

50 December m’-

SUIMARY OF HOT NEWS

On todeys mission to Ludwigshavem the following hot news item was reported.

1. Our A/0 /826 (B-17G) was reported hit on the right wing just back of
#4 engine by & bomb dropped from a hightr Squedron in the formation.

2, The observing A/C, 837 - L (B 17«G), reported having last seen
the A/0 in distress going down at 1219 hours., Position of observing
A/C at thie time was 49 degrees 10' N 07 degrees 30' E.

5« One parschute wes seen to leave the A/C.

'. B. ‘m
Major AQ
Group Se2 Officer,
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NO COMBAT CLAIMS

NO TACTICAL SUGGESTIONS

NO UNUSUAL ENEMY TACTICS AGAINST OUR A/C
NO B/A ATTACK DATA SHEET
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INTERROGATION FORM

. GROUP 401stSQUADRON 613th A/C NO. 1037 LF‘TU. F DATE 30/12/43
. POSITION BRIEFED§R,1lst E, Ld.8q. POSITION OVER TARGLT 2nd, lst 1d.Sq.
T/0 TIME _ Q746 TIME LANDED 1630
Capt. Carl C, Hinkle, Jr. FILOD 'r t. Robert L, Reedy RADIO
Maj. Edwin W, Brown L,\J-— PILCT Sgte Karny W. Rieger BALL=T
1st LEl Horace D, Wood HAVIGATOR _ZS__ Donald H., Souichsen L-WAS T
1st Lt, Harry W. Meadville 303 ___Sgt. Williem ¥, Jones, Jr. R-WAIST
T/Sgt. Leland L, Swofford  TOP-T T _8/Sgt. John (NMI) Iseminger T-GUNNE"
OTIERS % E :
ROUTE AS BRIEFED: YES X 10.(DESCRINE) No deviations from Brieféd course.
ENGLISH = TIME LACE EVENY TING FLACE
COAST OUT 1018 Beachy Head CrAST IN 1033 Fecamp
ENEMY TIIE PLACE ENGLISI TIuL PLACE
COAST OUT 1420 20 ml So of Nieppe CUAST IN 1454 Folkstone

TEATHER ENROUTE Solid overcast over Germany - but 6/10 - 8/10 clouds over France

BOMBING ALT. 22,000. TIVE 1208 “EADING 180° TEATIERSelid Overcast
BOMB LOADING 12 X 500 I.P. PRINARY 12 ¥ 500 G.Pe SECONDARY X____
LR X BLSEWTERE ¥ ("rERL)

JETTISONED X TVERE) .8, X

RESULTS: GOOD FATIR POOR NIL HOESERVED X

CREW OBSERVATIONS OF MILITARY IMPORTANLE (TIME, FLACE, ALT.)

A, B=17G at 1215 - coming out of target at 16000 = couldn't hold altifude, losing

til Navigator couldn't observe any longer.

3. Unknown fighter exploded 13137 near Rheims - 22000' undetermined by shom attacked.

CASUALTIES OR MISSING (NAME, POSITION, INJURY, CAusE) Nome

CREW COMMENTS (NAME OF MAN) pLt. Wood (Bomb), Major Brown and Capt, Hinkle believe

(Over )

mT TATTITITI OV A O —_—



DECLASSIFIED PER _Nty()
" BY JN  NARA DATE ]

B



' BY

LELLASSIFIED FER INTGA )V U S (YD |

,NARA DATE ] \C

%,
SR 4
13. FﬁmJDLY ‘ TIME MET PLACE ALT. OF ESC. TIME LEPT FLACE %&
P-478 ESCORT 1100 Granville 25,000 !
P-38s 1157 | Paris 25,000! 1210 Target
P-38s 1210 Target 25,000 N
P-38s 1310 * 40mi SE of 25,0Q0' =
Rheims
1335 < ABIEN
EFFECTIVE (?) Excellent , HOW [ANY SDION  15-150
14, FLAK SUITS WORN EXCZPT BY P = Ce~P - BTG
NAME MEN HIT ON SUIT Nome
15. PERSONAL EQUIPMSNT FAILURES: NAME  Nome A
"FLAK REFORT
A/¢ WO 1037 ACTUAL ALTITUDE 22000 ___POSITION 2pd, 1st, Ld. Sq
1. DAMAGE TO OUR A/C: None .
Enemy Coast
2, LOCATION Ronteont TIME 1412 INT MODX MUGE COLOR B W R
ACCURACY (HEIGHT)GOOD __ FAIR __ POOR_X :DIFLLCTION: GOOD FAIR POOR ¢
3. LOCATIONTarget Area TINZ1206 INT MODX MEG__ COLOR BWR,
ACCURACY (H2IGHT)GOOD FAIR POGR 1 DEFLACTION: GOOD FAIR POOR X
4. LOCATIOH TINE INT HOD__ MEG COLOR B W R
ACCURACY (HEIGHT )GOOD FAIR POOR : DEFLECT TON: GOOD FAIR POOR
5, LOGATION TIHE INT _MOD__ MEG  COLORBWR
ACCURACY (HEIGHT)GOOD_ ___ FATR _ POOR _ :DITLACTION: GOOD FAIR POOR
6. CON TRAILS None -
7. COMENTS: 3 Observed as an attempted barrage type although it looked too like
continuously pointed type according to other members of crew, i
i
= - \

i)

INITIAL
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481as GROUP ! DATE m__
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ls Route follewedpeaghyeisad to landfall (Fecamp) to eight miles O of IP e target
lﬂﬂi‘hM'hm. :

2. Visibility at Target, ‘(Amy c.ndensation trails?) gg wigf1ility msolid oversaste
19/10ths cloudd - mo con trails

3¢ Noe of A/c over Tarpget: 20

4, Formetien over target, with height of each A/c. Those A/C damaged by Flak to
be circled, and if seriously damaged, insert small "S", If any A/G shot down

by Fl:uk' say s¢:~ Formation on other side, Ne A/0 demaged Wpexiiix.or shot dowm
by flak.

OVER,

4.8, What evasive action was teken? Hone. Only streight run,

5. General Axis of attack, (From load A/C if possible). 180 Degs lag.

6., How-loug did formation fly straight and level before bombing? Bight minutes,

7, Turn after bombing,. ggg Dege lMag,

8, Position of group in relation to other Groups yolst Leed Group - 35lst figh -
561st Low,. :

e

3. A short description of Tiek on route (if any), and at the Target, inelwting if
possible o suggeotion °8 tTo type of Plse comewal amnloged - 4.0 Uentinuous
following, predioted concentrations, prodicted barrages, or fixed barrages.

Flak was ensountered at IP area, target arsa snd enemy coast end rétwrn, At IP area
ebserved to be meager,fair for accuragy,poor for defleetion, Enemy eoast poor for
both height and defleetion., Reportes indiegte eontinuous peinting bursts, mostly grey-
ish or white with some blagk, One 4/0 reported red bursts just befere IP,
?-auu:‘rom_mamwm mwwmm

WOy W other Comments, Phenomena, cte : -

e i e T TS pert sesag reskate ot from s
greyish bursts, Although A/G 1090 reported the bursts as a ball of fire, A/0 _
seid trails looked like snake shapes. Two crews belisve rockets shot from B/A {%ype
undetermined),.$here were bursis of silver disos preceded by bidek bursts and left a
thin burning smoke trgil., Rockets wére pdor for height and deflectiome A/0 1226
saw brewnish spirals over target area
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AP 3 BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H) /#——f:-""“*‘:“'g
- - OFFICE OF THE -QPERATIONS-OFFICER —
APO 7 634
30 December 43

=1 30E0T:  Toadins List. ——

J Uper=Sions Officer, 40lst Bomb Gp (H), APB #634.
_!”_j_‘ Follloving is +iae dist of Combat Crews participatfng in today's
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HEAD UARTERS
40lst BOMBARIIOINY @GROUP (H)
Office of the Staff Weather Ufficer
A¥O 634, UsS. Avuy

30 Decenber 1943
WEATHER INTERROGATION SWSIAKY FOR MISSION OF 30 DECEERR 1943
M‘mwu:w Vieibility 3 wiles. l--'
_mw.mnm-&r

WMa‘mn-hn.
10 and to 10/10 further inland. Nil clouds becouming
mwmu’”.“-%vﬂﬂﬂdm‘

TARGHETS « 10/20 euwsulus, 10,000=12,000*s 1/10 cirrus
¥ IL- muw:uumm P —
RETURN ROUTE: 10/10 cumlus, # .mw“um
Wﬁﬂ“ﬂt‘; : -

BASES: 1615, 2+4/10 cwmlus, base 3000° 10-12,000", Vieibili _
miles on landing. mﬁig.man-h «

RUBARKSs Nomepersistent contrails from fightere at 26-20,000'. Yo contrails
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. HELLApOIFIEU FER .
BY:!!Q , NARA  DATE é!ﬁlii I

HE; DQUARTERSG
STATION RO. 128
APO G4
30 December, 1943
SUBJECT: Migsion Summary Rep-rt.

T0 t Group _o;nrnuou. Station 128,

1., Abortives.
*i Alrplane No. 42-313185 returned esrly for the reason
that the pilot gould not maintsin formation becsuse # 2 super-
eharger would not produce more than 48" Hg at 2400 RPM.

b. Alrplane No, 42-39881 returned sarly for the reason
that olil esoler on # 4 engine blew out,

2. Battle Damage.
E. None.

CHARLES v. HURT
lst Lt., Adr Corps
Group Engineering Officer
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HEADQUARTERS
STATION NO. 128
ATO 634

30 Decenber, 1943

SUBJECT: &-4 Combat Mission Report on Mission 30 Decembar, 1943,

T : Commending Nfficer, let Bombardment Division, APO 634.

1. The following nuﬂn{ failures were reported
with the number of cases parenthesis:

Flux Gute Compass Out (1); er Lag (1)
Gensrators Out (1); Tachome out (1)

Fuel Pressure Ouage Out (1)

Oxygen Pressure Guage Out (1)

2. The following Armament fallures weres reperted
with the nuaber of e¢sses in perenthesis:

Boub Bay Door Motop Out (1)
Leeking Viekers Unit (2) s
3. The follow fallures other than Engineering &nd
Armament were. reported with the number of cuses in parenthesis:

Heated Boota NDut (2); Heated Gleves Out (3)

CHARLES W, HUNT
1st Lt., Alr Corps,

Group Engineering Officer
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HEADQUARTERS
4015T BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Armament Officer

A.P,0, 634
30 December, 1943

SUBJECT: Armament Narrative, Mission No. 9, 30 December 1943.

T0 ¢ Commanding Officer, 40last Bomb Group (H), APO 634,
U.S- ”.’O

1. The following Armament malfunctions were reported
at the conclusion of the mission of 30 December, 1943,
8. One ship hed the Bomb Bay door operating motor fail.

« One Ball Turret and one Upper Purret Vickere Unit
in need of repair.

8AM P, BROOVHALL JR.
2nd Lt., Alr Corps,
Group Armesment Officer
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