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HEADQUARTERS B~ -1
4018T BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)

1 January 1944
SUBJECT: Leader's Narrative, Mission No 10, 81 December 1943.
T0 + Commanding Officer, 40lst Bombardment Group (H).

1. The 401st Group took off on schedule with twenty-four (24)
aircraft. Two (2) returned early. Twenty-twe (22) ships went out over
enemy territory, twenty-one (21) bombed the target, one being lost prior
to the IP.

2. Individual airplanes climbed to 10,000 feet after take-off and
asgembled over the Deehethorpe buncher. Two (2) groups of the 56lst
assenbled in the same area and the Wing departed from the Deenethorpe
buncher on time, the lead group at 8,000 feet and the low at 6,000 feet.
At the departure point from the English Coast the Wing lead ship made
one turn to the right in order to depart on time in Division lead
position.

8. The Wing flew a good formation after departure from the English
Coast. The third element of the high squadron wes moved to fill other
group vacancies in the 94th Combat .

4. Ths route flown from the enemy coast to the IP was considerably
south of that briefed. However the Division leader had previously given
instructions by phone that he would be some south so that the Wing would
pass over the IP on course and thus avoid the flak installation at Bordeaux
proper. While still over the overcast enroute from the IP to the primary
target the Division leader gave instructions that the secondary target
would be bembed.

6. The course flown took the Wing to the right of Bordeaux. In this
area the Division lead ship was evidently lost (of which loss
eware until return to England). The overcast area ended just south of

the

:
:

the Dordogne River and the Bombardier oriented himsel
west of Libourne. After passage over the Dordogne River
called the low group and asked him to take the lead. At this time
Wing was already uncovered for bombing and the 40lst Gro

5 position as shown below:

5
3
3

There seemed to be some indecision, for the lead group actually went in
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on Cognac rirlt. The low pulled across in front of us to the right, later
made & 360° turn to the right and came in third for bombing. The 40lst
pulled to the left to keep uncovered as the lew group came in front; the
40lst bombed second. The 40lst bombed the building area of the airdrome
with very good resulte. BEighteen (18) ships were in the group over the

tll".t .

6« A turn was made %o the left, the lead group geing out through
the Saintes, Royan, Coubre Point area. The 40lst did evasive action,
skirting most of the flak in that area.

7« The 40lst last two aircraft due to enemy mction. The first was
hit by fighters approximately ten miles off the French Coast enroute to
the IP for the primary target. The aircoraft was flying right wing, second
element, low squadron. The second airplane (left wing of the group lead
ship) dropped back after bombing. The gireraft maintained altitude but
kept dropping behind more and more. Evidently the aircraft lagged because
of flak demage. When last seen it wes behind us but had deperted the
coast. Later informtion revealed that the copilot's body was pi.akod up
south of the English Coast amid airplane wreckage.

8. Flak over the target area was intemnse and fairly asccurate. Areas
of fire were as follows: one through the overcast south of Bordeaux;
Bordesux aree, one between Bordeaux and Cognac, Cognac, Saintes, mouth
area of the Gironde, including flak boabs. Fighter attacks on the Wing
were fairly continucus.

9« Enemy fighters I.? attecked over the north portion of the Brest
peninsula enroute back. The enemy followvd our wing to within fifteen miles
of the English coast. The 40lst being in a close group and wing formation
suffered no attacks. However low and lone aircraft were attacked vie=-
ilously, several being destroyed.

10« Over England an overcast condition was found., After passage over
Splasher 13 the Wing Legder called and asked the 40lst to take lead pos-~
ition. The 35lst groups conselidated into a single form tion. Instruct-
ions were received over VHF diverting the formation to Milden Hall. The
wing was lead over that point. There the 35lst let down on a heading of

90" after a 360° turn to the left.

11, Continuous instructions were given the 40lst Group over VAF
during descent and until actual landing. The ceiling was given before
descent and the actual ceiling (5,000') as soon as the leader broke
through. Flares were fired continuously while beneath the overcast.
Aireraft were told to land at any field they saw, to contact Darby ete
We transmitted our headings over VHF.

12. Crews of two aircraft bailed out, one because of gas shortage
and one because instruments had been shot emt and a descent could not
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be made. Both orews were uninjured.

WILLIAM T SEAWELL,

Major, Air Corps,
Group Leader.
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OFFICE OF THE OPERATIONS OFFICER

1 January 1944
SUBJECT: Operational Narrative, Mission Ko 10, 51 December 1943.
T0 1+ Commending Officer, 40lst Bombardment Group (H).

1. Twenty four (24) ships took off for the mission of 51 December
1943. Two ships, No 42-51038 and 42-31116 returned early because of
mechanical difficulty. 22 ships flew to the target. Three of these
ships filled in the lead box of the 58lst Group. This left 19 ships
in the 40lst Group farmation. Omne of these ships went down under fighter
attack before reaching the target. 18 ships in the 40lst Group bombed
the target. Another ship left the formation after leaving the target
and later went down three miles off St Catherine's Point. This ship
apparently had been damaged by flak. Fighter attacks toock place from
approximately ten miles off the French Coast on the way inte the target,
They continued spammodicelly for three more hours until 15 miles from
the English Coast on the way home. No friendly fighters were seen by
the 40lst Group. Flak was intense and accurate in several places.
Considerable difficulty was encountered in letting down after reaching
England. The diversion message from Division was poorly worded. Also,
the lisson set on the 40lst lead ship was not operating. 18 of the 20
returning ships landed at various fields in Englend. Two crews bailed
out, crew members on both crews are safe. The ghips crashed in open
areas. The secondary target was bombed with good resulte.

2. Pormation at takeoff (seé¢ attached formation sheet).
8. Formation over the target (see attached diagram).

4. The 40lst Group was high box in the Wing formation:
Lead Box

*

Hi-40lst

ALLISON ¢ BROOKS,
l‘j“. lll’ c.m.
T — mm Officer.
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HEADQUARTERS

401ST BOMBARDMENT GROUF (H)

Office of the Air Statistiocal Officer

AAF Station 128
1 January 1944

SUBJECT: Statistical Summary for Mission of 31 December 1943.

TO + Commanding Officer, 40lst Bomb Group, AAF Station 128

1. Statistical Summary of Aireoraft Attacking, as follows:

Number OfA/O Ttkin‘ Offcinvscsssonrsensectd
Unused 'm..-.lto..lcnco.cnototn.oooo.o. 2
A/C Teking Off Less Unused SpareS.e.......22
Number of A/C Leaving England..e.ceeeesessd2
BHumber of SortieS...ccsvcsscssccscsconnnsd
mb.r dvﬂ Am&m.....'...-.....'..zo
Number of A/C Not attacking...ecoccecsccee 2

Number of A/C Lost

To Flak - 1
To Flak & E/A- 1
To B/A -0
Accident -0
Unknown -0
Crash -2

(after orew bailed out over England)

2. Tabular Summary of Disposition of Bombs, as folbows:

Main Bombfall, Cognac, France.

Airoraft Bomb s
Over Bomb- = Tum- Tusing
Target ing = Dber 8ize Type Nose Tail
Target of 40lst- 18 17 . 204 500 M-43 1/10 1/40
Target of 35lst- 3 3 36 500 M-43  1/10 1/40
Total Bombs on Tergets 240 500 M-43 x x
Other Bomb Expenditures 24 500 M-43
Bombs Returned - - -
Total (Loaded on A/C T.0.) 264 500 M-43 1/10 1/40
KEN W. DAUBLE
st Lt., AQ

Air Statistical Officer
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HEADQUARTERS
401ST ROMBARDMENT GROTIP (H)
OFFICE OF THE NAVIGATTOI CFRICER
APO 634
SUBJECT: Lead lavigator's Narrative of Missicn Flown M
TO 1+ Commanding 0fficer, 401zt Bombardmen® Group (H).
APO 034
'_ 1, Flight Plan and log attached.
; ;
‘ 2. Track Chart atteched.
3. Narrative.

a. T/’O 27 YE8 hours.

b. Group formed at ggjg hours 2t gsn8 feet.
€. Forxzed CBEW at 3gg) hours ab 10,000 feet,

de Began climb at Q948 hours. 11,800 %o 17,000

e ——

e. Reached eltitude at 3188 hours.

f. Weather encountered over England:
(1) Gloud@ed® /10ths

(2) Visability ymeldg miles. showe Clouds
(3) Wind at eltitude §§@ degreses. @8  knots per hour.

4

g. UMeans of navigation over Englenc

“Boe"”

h. Neans of checking Metro #Winds

g% end Pilotage
Bl

i« Joined *u.sk force at “nhours at (city, splasher,
Coordinctes) :

Jjs. Departed English Coast at 0046  hoors.
Arrived at Enery Coast et m houra 44 035 O) low
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(1) Geing in: _Apag hours,

(2) Coming Back: __Nomg bours.
1. Wind used for bombing: '

(1) 850 degrees,

(2% 2 knots per hour,

(3) How Determined:

"0" snd rilotage Drift asd Sising ground objects, -

-m. Deseription of Bomb Run and Method of target Identification:
(1) Reached IP at L hours.

(2) Mag heading over target degrees.
(3) Altitude over target eet.
(4) .Time bombs away ours.

(5) Method of target Identification and weather over target:

MM'M&W ‘

Cloar over target
‘B. Difficultics encountered with Radio, compass, and special -
™ equipment:
el 1
0. Gee: 45 48
(1) Coordinates of furthest fix U8 SBW ,

e ———e e

(2) Time X388 hours.

p. Comments:

Pivision lend did a0t piok etreng wind and went 30 =i,
south of sourse. “Nﬂﬂﬂh-“m‘h
Baglish Cocet.

¥. CAUSEY
oo [
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FI'GHT PLAN

PILOT_MadUh Tiliik Lo wAWLL NAVIGATOR__AT, KUFUS F. walissX
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HEADQUARTERS E-P-1
401ST BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
OFFICE OF THE BOMBING OFFICER

1 January 1944

SUBJECT: Group Bombardier's Barrative, Mission No 10, Cognac, France,
81 December 1943.

TO + Commanding Officer, 40lst Bombardment Group (H), APO 634.

1. Twenty two aircraft loaded with 264x5600 #ii=-43 GP bombs entered
eneny territory. Ome aireraft was lost at IP; three aireraft bombed
with the 85lst Group, dropping 56x500 M~-43 GP bombs; one aircraft was
lost after leaving the target but did drop bombs with our Group, and one
airoraft emergency salvoed after leaving target. It is known that 17
of our aireraft dropped 204x500 M-43 GP bombs on the target.

2e Alreraft 42-31080's bombs would not release; the toggle switeh,
Bombardier salve handle and Pilot's A-§ release failed to function over
the target. During ro te out bombs finally released over a coastal flask
area; crew reports that bombs hit in and around flak gun implacements.

Alrcraft 42-31193 had to salve bombs over target as toggle
switeh failed to funmetion.

Alroraft 42-81202 toggled six bombs and salveed six over the
target; the toggle switch failed after releasing six.

The above malfunctions have been reported te Armament.

8. Bombing of the target as shown in the pictures leaves no doubt
as to the excellent results accempiished.

4. The method used to get a good group bomb pattern was as follows:
The Lead Bombardier synchronized at the top of the target; at the release -
point the Lead Bombardier salvoed his bombs. At this instant Bombardiers
in the other aircraft began toggling. Results as shown by pictures prove
the above method to make a fair bomb patterm.

JULIUS PICKOFF,
Captain, Air Corps,
Group Bombing Officer.
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HEADQUARTERS
401st BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
COFFICE OF THE OPSRATIONS OFFICER E-F~6
APO 634
1 January 1944

SUBJECT: Lead Bombardier's Narrative, Missiom No. 10, Cognaec, France.
To ¢+ Commanding Officer, 40lst Bombardmemt Group (H), APQ #6834

l. Lendfall was made several miles Lelow the briefed point on the
French Coast and the groups uncovered here, proceeding to the I P. From
the vielaty of the I P, it was evident that the primary target was at
least partially covered with clouds. Bordeaux was mostly under oloud
cover when we came over it and the alrdrome there could not be seen. We
then received instructions to proceed to the secondary target. The three
groups remained uncovered end turned toward the target from Montendrs,
Before this the target could be spotted by huge smoke clouds from bombs
being dropped by another division,

2. A%t the [ P, the low group turned about 30 degrees to the right
of the course to the target (putting us second group im the wing), and
later they turned in behind us,

3. Heavy flak was visible over the target but as we were not getting
any on the approach, we went straight in., The head-wind was much greater
than anticipated, making the run very slow. I found I wes getting a
tangeant of .3 or less and kmew the rate of closure was very slow, so I
nade a fow evasive turns as we came into the flak areca. Since I was
already synchronized, [ was able to look the target over well to choose gilac
final aiming point, The far side of the field beyond the sast-west
runway was completely covered with smoke and the bulldings in that area
were not visible. The hangers on the near left side of the field as we
approached from the south, were untouched, se I moved my crosshair on
to the one at the north end and refined the synchronization. A few
seconds later, I salvoed az the indices passed, theu closed the doors
and called the pilot to turm. The impacts bracketed the target first,
with the last bombs going right up the center of the pattern and making
direct hits on the hangars.

ARNOLD C. KUENNING

tain, Air Co
Tend ném-uurf;ia Group)
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BOMBARDIER'S LOG
TARGET _ COCNAC, FRANCE  »ELEVATIGN 100 feet TAKE OFF__0745

DATE 12, December 1943 ESCORT

DESCRIPTION AND REMARKS======w=
For true altitude of secondary subtract =76 from true alt of

Primary
*Pressure Altatude -390 T *»Type & Size 1, y 500 .43 gp
of Target of Bombs C = :
*AITimeter Setting 29,92 **¥No. of Bombs ;, *Fuzing: Nose 1710
' ; Loaded Tail 00
*Ind. 1 i
Ind, Altitude 19,190 i **Initial Point Ordered 44 30§ 00 48R
Actual
*True Altitude above Target ; xLength of Run #Time of Run
19’100 ! 20 B@C,
x Air Speed (MPH) ClAS 'TAS * Mag Head , xMag Head ..,
150 150 :202  Ordered Actual g
*Ground Speed *Est 177 g X Time of *xNo of Bombs 2
*xpotual 125 Release 12527  Released
Drift xForecast 2R ' #xType of r Train______ Individual
xActual 1L Release Salvo_ X Returned
MG 8236 "X Point of Impact At WPT :
xTan Drop Angle x*Est 025 ; %% Airplane Type B-17G
_xhctual 29 1V No. 42-21001
XDisc Speed__ﬁ___ETmil:;g_Q_t* Pilot MAJOR W, T, SEAWELL
*xTime of Fall 35.14 »» NAvigator LT. R, F. CAUSEY
*+B.S. Type and No. .- o % BORDEraLET
e | —CAPT A, C, EUENNTNG
MERCURY
Wind Wind Temp Temp
Height = Direction  Velocity Forecast Actual
| *Est | xActual ;*Est : X Actual ° * : X
1000 1 : T Y : :
3000 ; : | .
5000 - 360 28 T 2 !
U009, 860 | 265 P =3
15000 ¢ 360 | 20 . 1%
- 360 ! 350 30 ! 70 =24 | =20
22000 ' 360 35 1 T
122000 ; ; i !
126000 r : ; |
28000 ! : il
{30000 . | ! P ;

* FILL IN BEFORE TAKE OFF, ** FILL IN AFTER LANDING xFILL DURING FLIGHT
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HEADQUARTERS
STATION NO, 128
APO 634
1 January, 1944

SUBJECT: Mission Summary Report
TO : @Group Operations, Station 128

1l. Abortives.

a. MAirplane No. 42-31033 returned early account of
broken oxygen lines.

b. Airplene No, 42-31116 returned early for the reason
that the turboe cil supercharger regulator line came loose,

2. Battle Damage.

i§. 42-31226 - Numgrous flak holes through skin of wings,
no structural 4 e, Flsk domage to left side of Chin Turret,

fairing torn; 1 flak hole in under side of fuselsge, near nose
gection; Small flak hole in fuselage, to right of escape hatech;
Flak hole in right bomb bay door; Two samll flsk holes through

left horizontal stabilizer; Flsk hole through right horizontal
stabilizer; near leading edge; Flak hole through right elevator;
Flak hole through verticsl stabilizer; Small flsk hole in skin

of fuselage, in front of pilot's windshield; Flek hole in # 1

ring cowl; Flak e to de-icer boot and skin of leading edge,
left wing, between # 1 and # 2 engines; Flak hole in # 4 ring cowl,

b. 42-3507 - Numerous flak holes in skin of wings,
structural damage to internal members. Flak hole through underside
and out top of fuselage and into vertical stabilizer, damaging
econtrel cable., Cal, 30 hole t left 1s side of fuselage, to
rear of walst position, Cal 30 hole through left side of fuselage
into radio comaprtment, demaging radio esjuipment; Chin turret
fair cralked by flak; Flak hole through left bomb door,

# 5 bulkhesd damaged, flap control rod broken; Two smsll flak holes
in top of fuselage, above radio compartment; Flak hole in le

edige of vertical stabiliser, bulkhecad damaged, C21.30 hole through

right horizontal stabilizer, near leading edge; # 2 ring cowl dama-

gedj by flak; Right landing light lens cracked by flak.

G, 42-31090 - Plexigles section of Upper Turret broken
by flak; Flak hole in # 3 ring cowl; 2" flsk hole im top of
right horizontal stabilizer, near tip, light internal damage.

4. 42-39820 - 2" X 4* flak hole in lesding edge -of left
wing, near fuselage.
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SUBJECT: Miscion Summary Report. (continued)

«42-30846 -~ Small flak hole in right side of fuselaue,
below trailing edge of horizontal stabilizer; Small flak hole in
right side of ruuhfn. to rear of walst position; Two small flak
holes through left ~levator.

+42-376809 - Left alleron torn by flak; Flak hole in undep
side of right wing, nesar tip; Two snall flak holes Ain top of right
wing to left of # 4 nacelle;

£.42-31069 - Right tire cut and damaged by flak; Two
flak holes in # 1 ring cowl,

h.42-31091 - Several flak holes in # 3 nacelle., NMixture
control cable cut and several sabl.s frayed; Vacuum Separator in right
wheel well hit by flak; Flak hole in left side of Upper Turret
Smaell flek hole in under side of left un!‘ to left of # 1 nacelle;
Flek hole in top of fuselage, behind pilot's compartment; Small flak
hole in to; of right wing, near trailing edge; Flak hole in top of

fuselage, to right of radio hateh.

1.42-31077 - Flak hole through s<in of lsft wing, near tip;
Flak hole in undsr side of left wing, near tmum;-- rpx
hole in # 2 ring cowl; Flak holes in # 1 und # 3 les; Flak
hole in under side of fuselage, near nose section; Flak hole
through left Bomb Bay Door, oxygen line cut, vaguum line to de-igcer
boots severed, eleotric wiring cut; Cal 30 holes through upper part
of fuselage, to rear of rsdio gompariment; Two small flak holes in
top side of right wing, near trailing edge; Suall flak hole in
leading edge of leftwing, to left of # 1 engine; Csl 30 hole in
right side of fuselsge, forward of walist position,

TOTAL NO  MAJOR MINOR BY BY FLAK
DAMAGE REMAGE ELAK & FIGHTER
E 0 ) 7 P

CH.RLES W, HUNT ’
1lst Lt., Air Corps,
Group Engineering Officer
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SUBJECT:
TO :
1.
-

+ HFADQUARTERS -
401ST BOMBARDVENT GROUP
Office of the gtatistical 0Officer

AAF BStation 128
1 January 1948
Armament Mission Report, Mission of 31 December 1943,
Commanding Officer, 40lst Bombardment Group, ARF Station 128
Abortives Due to Armement Failures

a. A/C 1089 - Failed to drop bombs on assigned target due to
bombay door failure.

b. A/C 1037 - Jettisoned bombs. Bomb rack malfunction.
Other Malfunctions:
a. Interrogations of all crews still in abeyance. Will submit

report to supplement this mission r eport when all information
is "“hbhn

For t he Group Armament Officer:

KEN W. DAUBLE
1st “t., A
St&tistical Officer
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SEGRENT Form 00-Amm—24

MISSIO" REPORT - AM! UNITION

™

ALT Station No.___3128 : D _te of Niasionm 1043
Group__40lst Bomb Group
Type Aircraft_B=17G

I -~ Aircraft: Departed 22

Returned early O
Attacking tarset ﬂ

Lost Size Siause - PAtas
IT - Bombé: Initiel Load (total) _500 1m, 264 _ _1/10 o 1/100
Expended (on target) __500 1v, 240 _Same
(Jettisoned) _500°1b, 12 ~_ Same
Returned ‘
Unaccounted I. - 500 n._. o i R e

III - Flaree: Landing, bombing &
photoflash carried

‘Expended (type & amt)

IV - Expenditures of Small Arms Ammunition (by rds per gun position)

Position Cal, No. of Guns ammunition Expended
- Gal..LO Cal, .50
_Chin Turret .50 22 RN S, S
Left Nose » <] 188
_Right Vose . 8 e | A
per Tarret  * 22 1028
Lower Turret " 22 1310
_Badlo Gun = * e libiga ORI
Left Walst % n e
Right ¥Waist _}__ - RSO NIRRT Ry. S
Tail Guns “ 22 _ 2300
Totals 134 - 8500

SECRET ' (over)

—_—— —— — Lo
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Total 4/C Reported by sun position:
fal. . 30 rds.
Cal..50 8500 _rds,
X Total expended from . . ~tive 4/C:
Cel,.30 rds,
Cel..50 i rds,
Expedned a/C lost or missigg:
Cal, 30 . rds,
Cal, .50 rés.
Group totalss
Cal, .30 rds,

Cal, .50 A800 rda,

V - Remarks:

Section I and II are complete. Complete information is not
available for section LV as yet. i 3

<si5nM-m*- O 9

Stay Oré. Off, or Ass't.
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HEADQUARTERS (J=A=5)

LO1ST BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)

OFF ICE OF THE COMMUNICATIONS OFF ICER
AAF STA 128, APO 63l

PSSP

2 JANUARY 194l

Feaci

COMMUNICATIONS REPORT, OPERATION MISSION NO 10.

m ING OFF ICER, LO1ST BOMB GP (H), AAF STA 128,

CHANNELS "A"™ "8"™ & "D" WERE AVAILABLE. ROUTINE FORMA=
non MESSAGES ON CHANNEL "A"™, SHIPS 193 & 03l MON)TOR=
's"ém m@f TARGET INSTRUCTIONS. 1PS &

ED CHANNEL |
202 MONITORED "D" FROM ZERO PLUS INUTES
ZERO PLUS 290 MINUTES, HEARD FIGHTER CAL

VHE/DF BEARINGS
SHIP 198 RECEIVED li HOMINGS FROM DEENETHORPE
SHIP 06ly RECEIVED 1 HOMING FROM DEENETHORPE

HF/OF_BEARINGS
SHIP 06 ntctsv" 1 QDM*S AND SHIPS & 193 RECEIVED
1 QDM E OF RADIO OPERATOR'S LOGS MAKES IT

lmtum TO DETERMINE AT PRESENT ln'non FROM WHICH
HEY WERE RECE|VED.

ME/DF FIXES

SHIP 193 OBTAINED 1 FIX FROM SECTION E.

DISTRESS ACTION TAKEN

INFORMATION NOT AVAILABLE AT PRESENT.

BADIO BEACONS USED
?-M% HATSRROES Bfhievhonee
11-13 NOT USED NOT USED
be11=13=16 NOT USED DEENE THORPE

:rn NOT 7 NOT USED DEENE THORPE
3 i’;'.?‘ ; B=C ﬁ JEENE THORPE

-1 =
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4 COMMUN ICATIONS . <PORT, OPERATIONAL MISSION O 10, 31 DEC L3.

NOT USED NOT USED

~ NOT USED.

SECTION E AVAILABLE., SHIP 193 OBTAINED A FIX.

INFORMATION NOT AVAILABLE AT PRESENT,

w TAVIGATOR A MIKE SWITCHES OUT,
' mmn cz'r ANTENNA OFF .
VHF TRAILING WIRE ANTENNA MOTOR INOPERATIVE.

COMPASS = SIGNAL WEAK.

o3l COMPASS = CHECK. SPUN 25 DEGREES WITH COM-
PASS OFF,
NOISE ON INTERPHONE SYSTEM.
087 LIAISON RECEIVER WEAK.
INTE SYSTEM NOT WORKING AT- ALTITUDE.
8 DIER MIKE CORD OUT.
089 TAIL 'R MIKE OUT.
CHECK BATTERIES IN FREQUENCY METER.
091 LIAISON TRANSMITTER PLATE CURRENT DIAL IS OUT.
19 VHF BURNED OUT « CAUGHT FIRE.
| COMMAND ANTENNA SHOT AWAY,
CHECK COMMAND SET TRANSMITTER.
COMPASS OUT.
507 LIAISON SET TRANSMITTER OUT.

DYNAMOTOR OUT, :
TAIL GUNNER MIKE BUTTON OUT.

83!1. RW“D mama 5-6- 1=-13-15 MEACONED AT ALL
TIMES ON AT LEAST ONE QUENCY .

-0 -
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%23 AEPORTED mrrw&ﬁv’ﬁ:’?&’fv:muﬁn o SPLASHERS

DID NOT SPECIFY NATURE OF TROUBLE.
820 REPORTED INTERFERENCE FROM ANOTHER STATION WITH

077 COULD GET BUNCHER CALL SIGN BUT NO DEFINITE HEADING.
193 REPORTED NO SUCCESS Wi TH DEENETHORPE BUNCHER.
091 COULD NOT PICK UP BUNCHER.

16.

DEENETHORPE VHF/DF STATION WAS IN OPERATION ENTIRE

MISSION. SHIPS ABLE CONTACT STATION WERE HEARD TO
COME IN LOUD AND CLEAR.

V7. - BEMARKS

DEFICIENCIES BEING INVESTIGATED & CORRECTED. '
‘THIS REPORT INCOMPLETE BECAUSE PLANES LANDING AT OTHER
. BASES HAVE NOT YET RETURNED TO THIS BASE.

W%W‘é@

HAROLD M. KENNARD,
18T LT, AIR CORPS
COMMUNTCATIONS OFF ICER.



Target No. Illustration No.
S. 851 AIRFIELD — BORDEAUX/MERIGNAC (FRANCE) S. 85177
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Photographed 28 May 1943 (1:18,000) AbFR Issued September 1943
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OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
STATION 128 = APO 634
U. 8. ARMY

SUBJECT: Comments of Crews Participating in the Bordeaux Raid
51 December 1943.

20 i Commanding Officer, 40lst Bombardment Group (1), APO 634. \

1. Lts. Whitney end Grinham say that wing leader took them i
over flak area after passing secondary target. Should nmever '
go up wind over target. \

2+ Major Seawell stated that low group in wing crossed over !
coming inte secondary target trying to come in. ¥ajor Seawell
wasn't advised by deputy leader of wing until too late to B
take over and get all planes down, *

i
%. Mejor Martin states that better weather prediction is needed ﬁ‘
for return. Capt Garland and T/Sgt. Stimmel said thet airdromes’
for diverted landings were so abbreviated that they couldn't \
ascertain what places they meant. Capt. Garland-"why don't thly l
supply us with soms pilot's flak suits", Whole crew-"People at
Downham Market were most hospitable and did mrythin; pou!.m
to meke us comfortable”. \
4, Lt Shotts said that there was no fighter escort. Wing lu'm 1!
at mouth of Girond lead wing over heavy flak area so Shotts '» i\
lef't 361st group and rejoined the 40lst. Lt. Msher said that
air traffic control system of R.A.F. was peffnt and also the
treatment at Newmarket. '

\

i
BeLt. Levy suggests binoculars for the bombardier and eo-pilet | [
so as to positively identify friendly aircraft going down. x o\
Trucking situation at this base should be improved }\ \

6. Sgt. Angeli said that a first aid kit should be on every f
paraclute harness. Lt. Bryant thinks that crews should be '
furnished with winter flying boots inasmuch as all the line
crews have them. Lt. Rowe~"fhy can't the 613th have &n enclosed
truck for a changs?". Lt. Hess says that enlisted wen are
badly in need of flying coveralls. At present y are wearing
issued fatigue clothes. Also, windows shculd be cleaned with
cloths that won't smear the windows. Pn this mission the
gunners had great difficulty in seeing.
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10.

11.

12.

15.

Sgte DiPlerro said that wing did not send message but once
concerning diversion landings. My radio interrupted and
couldn't get whole message since they didn't repeat.

Lt. Dempsey says that this group dees not know how to fly
wing formation

Lt. Piper says that leadership of this mission was poor.

Lt. Coventry says that raids should be shorter or days longer
because of danger of formation flying under existing visibility,
All gumers would like more tracer ammunition.

Lte Tenner is of the opinion that the message that field was
closed in should have been given earlier. Crew coriticised
the briefing of target-say that it was too short and not
enough emphasis.

Capt. Meupin-"group leader should let his ships know more about
what is going on as far as weather is concerned. If he can't
contact the other ships, deputy leader should. This should be
done as far off the coast as possible. At time when group leader
should have been contacting other group ships about weather
there was & communication on VHPF between Ragweed White and
Ragweed Red. Otherwise whole mission was excephtionally well led,

Lt. Sprecher-"Poor formation"., Crews say turret, nose and wind-.
shield had not been cleaned. The officers of this crew hadn't
even beds in their B.0.Q. the night before the mission and had
to sleep on the floor

Lt Kaufman says that the group rendesvous was very pcor and it
wasn't until they reached splasher 13 that they found the
formetion

W. B. FRY
Majer, Air Corps
Group £-2 Officer.
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OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER D-I-4
STATION 128 -~ APO 634
U. 8. ARMY

1 Jamuary 1944.

SUBJECT: Narrative of Bordesux Mission, 31 December 1943,

T0 t+ COMMANDING OFFICER, 40lst Bombardment Group (H), Station 128,

1. 22 A/C were dispatched to attack Bordeaux Air Field this date
which had been determined to be a base for enemy coa:tal and sub-contact
planes. Ome ship bombed the P/T. The remainder, because of cloud cover=-
age, went on to bomb A/D at Cognae. 13 planes known to have bombed Cognac;
2 bombed target of opportunity; 2 returned early. A/C #1116 had broken oil
line in #3 engine; A /0 #1038 had oxygen leak in B.T. Target bombed visual-
ly, weather CAVU, MPI destroyed. Hits made on runweys and buildings.

Dense smoke and flares observed, Photos substantiate hits., Bombing excel-
lent, All returned A/C landed away because of weather and shortage of gas.

2. 60-76 B/A seen, FW-190 - ME-109 attacks heavy. 19 claims made
for this. group,

3. Friendly fighter support scarce and poor,

4, Flak heavy and intence over target and Gurnsey Islands., Very ac-
curate.

5. Our A/C reported missing, #064 found with CP body at Isle of White,
Wrealage in water, no word of remainder of crew, A/C #770 hit by 6 ME-109's
over target, #3 engine on fire, went out of sight through clouds. 3 chutes
reported opened,

6. Two kmown killed, CP, A/C #064; RO, A/C #202; one wounded serious-
1y, RO, A/C #507; 19 missing.

7. One A/C heavy battle damage; 9 slightly damaged.

81 Two A/C #1068 and #1198 returned over England, crews bailed out,
all safe. A/C #1068 lost all instruments. Orashed near Ware. A/C #1198
out of gas, orashed near Kimboldten,

8. Crew observations, as toc new anemy tactics, gun installations, ship-
ping, smoke sereens, rockets, new phenomena in flak, etc. - excellent,

W. B. FRY,
Major, AC,
Group S-2 Officer.
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OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
STATION 128 = APO 634
U. 8. ARMY

1 January 1944,

Comments of Crews Participating in the Bordeaux Reid
351 December 1943.

Commanding Officer, 40lst Bombardment Group (1), APO 834.

Lts. Whitney and Grinhem say that wing leader tock them
over flek area after passing secondary target. Should never
go up wind over target.

Major Seawell stated that low group in wing crossed over
coming into secondary target trying to come ih. Major Seawell
wasn't advised by deputy leader of wing until too late to
take over and get all planes down.

Major Martin states that better weather prediction is needed
for return. Capt Garland and T/Sgt. Stimmel said that airdromes
for diverted landings were so abreviated that they couldn't
ascertain what places they meant, Capt. Garland-"Why don't they
supply us with some pilot's flak suits". Whole crew-"People at
Downham Market were most hospitable and did everything possible
to make us comfortable." s

Lt Shotts said that there was no fighter escort. Wing leader
at mouth of Girond lead wing over heavy flak area so Shotts
left 351lst group and rejoined the 40lst. Lt. Maher said that
air traffic control system of R.A.F. was perfect and also the
treatment at Newmarket.

Lt. Levy suggests binoculars for the bombardier and co-pilot
so as to positively identify friendly aircraft going down.
Trucking situation at this base should be improved.

Sgt. Angeli said that a first aid kit should be on every
parachute harness. Lt. Bryant thinks that crews should be
furnished with winter flying boots inasmuch as all the line
crews have them. Lt. Rowe-"Why can't the 613th have an enclosed
truck for a change?". Lt. Hess says that enlisted men are
badly in need of flying coveralls. At present they are wearing
issued fatigue clothes. Also, windows shoudd be cleaned with
cloths that won't smear the Wwindows. On this mission the
gunners had great difficulty in seeing.
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Sgt. DiPierro said that wing did not send message but once
concerning diversion landings. My radio interrupted and
couldn't get whole message since they didn't repeat.

Lt. Dempsey says that this group does not know how te fly
wing format on

Lt. Piper says that leadership of this mission was poor.

Lt. Coventry says that raids should be shorter or days longer
because of danger of formstion flylng under existing visibility.
All gunners would like more tracer ammunition.

Lte Tanner is of the opinion that the message that field was
cleosed in should have been given sarlier, Crew criticised
the briefing of targete-say that it was too short and not

enough emphasis,

Capt. daupin-"group leader should let his ships know more about
what 1s going on as far as weather is concerned. If he can't
contact the other ships, deputy leader should. This should be
done as far off the coust as possible, At time when group leader
should have been contacting other group ships nbout weather
there was a communication on VHF between Ragweed White and
ragweed Red. Otherwise whole mission wes excveptionally well led.

Lt. Sprechsr~"Poor formation". Crews say turret, nose and wind--
shield had nct been cleaned. The officers of this crew hadn't

" aven beds in their B.0.Q. the night before the mission and had

15.

to sleep on the floor

Lt Kaufmen says tiat the group rendezvous was very poor and it
wasn't until they reached splasher 13 that they found the
formetion .

W. B, FRY
h’dﬁr. Air Corps
Group 5-2 Officer.
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on back.

COMBAT DUPLICATIOM CHECK FORM

Show direction, approx. time and -
type E/A of attack with arrow,

Above with arrow — Below with

green - Level with hiacks red

Write numbers of our A/C ifs

Draw lines through circles+

Block out ogmissing A/C in Red.
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40l1st GROUP E DATE 81 Deg 43
FLAK REPOR

| =8

z
SSW te (47°50'K = os:ww to f“.zow =
30 to (45°50'K « 0 15'W) to (45°37'K -
- 0

E Coast (48%531N w 05'10'!2
0
5N 3°00'W) To Emglish Coast,

1. Route follewed: 010201'38_ b 54403015 i
01°00"W) to (47°45'F » 03°40TW) to 48°4

2. Visibility at Target, (Any csndensation trails?)

G No clear visibility

3., Noe of A/b over Target:

None at alt, flown = light contrails at 24,000 Ft,

4, Formatien over target, with hei, ; eof esch A/C, Those A/C damaged by Flak te
be dircled, and if seriously damaged, insert small "S", If any A/C shot down
by Flak, say se:-

(Over)

4,8, What evasive action was taken?

-

Mild Seturns

5. General Axis of ntt.zplg.,-\r(Frm-.q load A/C if posaible).
6°r ¥ o

6., How loug did formation fly straight and lewvel before bombing?

90 Seconds

7. Turn after bombing,

Sharp turn to left,

8, Position of group in relation *o other Groups:

Second Group over targets

> i

9. A short desoription of Iiel an route (if any), and at the Target, 1nc}ud1ng 1L
pousible & suggeation As to type ' frive comeral amnlayed .~ é-ve. Uentinuous-
following, predioted concentrations, predicted barrages, or fixed barrages,

Meg. flak at E, coast good for altitude amd deflection, Med flak from 20 miles
south Bordeaux te a peint 5 miles east, good for alt and deflection, Meg flak

to Cognac where it was mod te intense and extremedly sccurate. At enemy coast going
out both shore batteries end flak ships (5) were encountered, moderate and accurate,
411 bursts black except at bomb release line at Cognac where 3 red bursts cocused,
et one time, Other points mentioned as meg. and mccurate were: "Close to Lorient™
"Guernsey Island" "St Andre"™ "Montevedre" "Royan" "Peimpal® "Guonde River" "Mouth
of Sudre River" "(44925'N = 01°157H)" "Burce Frang®

.U, Any ether Comments, Phenomensa, ctc.

Just past Cognac & very large burst which disolved into bleck streamers or trails,
These alse burst interspersed with red about 1 red to 12 black, No rocket trail
was seen before first large burst, X
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WEATHER INTERROGATION SWOIARY FOR MISSION OF 31 DECEMEER 1943

DAKE-OFF: 0725« 3/10 stratus, base 3000'. Vieibility 2 wiles. Swrface wind
290 degross at 11 uph.

uunnumnnhnnmmmlﬁnumnﬁmamm
Visibility 20 to 25 miles.

lmannwmmuhwhmmmmﬂdmuh. base 67,000,
uﬂvanmwuunﬂ$“m~ﬁﬂﬁb
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OPERATIONAL ROUTE FORECAST et
Apases %0 singlish coast C mnglish aoast to Pases |D

B t to Target

J1va  WYHYN'

H3d a3idis

Partly Partly cloudy becoming |Partly cloudy with Hage
WEATHER Cloudy with Hﬂ:? olc;ud:' with Hazeo .
& {=! 10 stratocumlus base| 1-2/10 Stratocumulus Base 1=3/10 Stratocumulus
2=5000 Fbo tops 4~5000 F64 23000 Tops 4~5000 Ft. #Pase 2—3p00_momopu
becoring 6-8/10 Stratocwmjus 4=5000 Pto
base 2000 Tops 4~6000 Fto
by Mid Charmel decreasing
CLOUDS on landfall to 4-5/10
Cumilus in Target Area basp
2000 Tops G- 8000 Fta
1=3/10 High CGirrus Apove
25000 Ftoin Target Areac
Simdlar on Returne
5 and at 2000 Fto |2000 Ftorising to 6000 Fto .
ICING bﬁ?mm 4 and lmﬁ on return 2000 Fto Idght Rine
4| 1.2 jiles but locally -
12«15008 Yds.Becoming 1=2 Miles
VISIBILITY 1«2 Miles at ccazto 35 180 . )
HEIGHT DIRECTION VELOCITY |[DIRECTION VEI.OCIIBY DIRECTION V CITY PDIRECTION VELOCITY
~ Heses 0 L5 North 50 ROrth TO 4% Mot M
SURFACE 350 25 0o 15 Plus 5
5000 FT | 35035 360 20 2
10000 FT | 340 50 360 20 oy &
15000 FT | 340 65 360 30 13
20000 FT 0 75 360 30 2
25000 FT | 310 85 360 35 36
30000 FT 340 95 LO L8

\s&: ALTIMETER SETTING

_1_360 '
30.42 -~ TARGET FACE TEMR,
TEMP. A%""’

FT.

=5
TARGET MEAN
TARGET SURFACE (PRESSURE-ALT)——

9-#
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612 BOMBARDMEVT S7UADRON (EF) i
OFFICE ”"'*-’m OFF‘RLJ. 1S OFFICTR
APO % R34
31 December 19 43
" SUBJECT: Loeding List. -
T .
T :  Operstions Cfficer, 40lst Bomb Gp (H), APB #83%.
1. TFollowing is the list of Combat Crews perticipating in today's
Mission. ! 4 :
*PLANE #42-31089 . = ‘
DUTY _ BANK _ LAST (NAE PIRST (MI) £.5.8. _ SQUADRON
P - Capt. Garland William ©, 0-24802 612th
CP -~ Maj.  Martin Maleolm K, 0-424078 o
N - 2nd It. Nolte Egward Pe 0-683296 o
B - 2nd Lt, Howe ¥loyd C. 0-784692 s
RO - 7/8pt. Stimmel Bert w. 35332272 8
PTL = ‘I‘/Sgt. - Spacek 4nthopy V. 32378819 “
3T - Sgt. MeNab Thomasg D, Jr. 12095352 - g
6 - Gt C7, Yopde A/FACE  Bads 45, 1. %33Eee60 ® - /€574
G-  gat, Parratt John L. 13100644 4
RiG-g /Sat, , Newton Ralph D, 33274765 2
*PLANE #_42-31068. ; ' D
P -Capt. Maupin“ Jere W,  0-24750 ' 612th
P  -2ng Lt. Owens * Erle G 0-679108 =
N  ~Capt. Haberer~  Walter E. o-409740 - "
B -Capt. Woodhouse— Ronald (NMI) 0-415741 "
k0 ~8/Sgt. Graham James Je 16099737 =
< **IT  -§/8ct. DeWees-— Foster E. 35188513, ';‘
Br -T/Sgt. Farmer John 0. 6861113 .
¢ -Sgt. Bmith+— William D, 19122676 =
w6 -Sgt. Henderson“ Pete D, 38213690 .
G -Bgt. Markle -« Burton @ 4, 32592715 '.'
*DLANE # 42-31034 3
P Lapt. MecCree Danald &. 0=-348319 612th
CP -2nd Lt. Currie Donald A, 0~-805408 y:
¥  -2nd Lt, Shapiro Aaron (NMI) 0-12845¢ "
B 2nd Lt, Winn “oy R, 0-679433 "
RO $/Sgt. DiPierro Oosimo  A. 12172563 g
1T  5/8gt, Gibson Earl C. 15086940 i
BT . Bgt, Graf Cedil L. 19188506 ”
¢ Bgt. Surprise Walter L., Jr, 171290684 s
L'*'G Set. Severson Marvel o 37426585 :-:
T ~c§ 3 mr of sircret®e R, 36703821 :
- ggna & ngi .,
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BANK _  _Les? (NuGE)  RIRST ()

¥PLANE # 42-371108

P = 2nd Lt. fbaileyb/: Seribner C.

CP = 2nd Lt, &« JStokest Alexanjer C.

N - 2nd It aloner~~ John L.

B =~ ¥t Lt utson+ Wayman s
wid . T/Bagt. Hildreth ~ Amthur W,

L S 7 Flynn v 111liam B.

BT - 8/8gt. Cookt~ _ George P,

¢ - g/8gt. Sanders’ Guk¥maCharles W,

Wg -  get, Callahan¥ Michael T

RIG - T/8¢t, Hagen Chables ¢ o

*Plane #__ 42-31087

P = 2nd It. Fox Gaston M.

CP - 2nd Lt. Blaise Gerald L.

N - 2nd 1, Wilson Darrel D.

R e 2nd Lt, Mendelson Leonard J.
RO - S/8gt. Brandt Duane G.
07 -~  §/Sgt. Brown Allen o5
B? -  8gt. Sabel Jerome (NMT)
¢ -  Sgt. Juda Loyde e
WG ~ Sgt. Gallas Joseph (NMI)
RWG ~ Set. Estess Ceecil C.

*PLANE ¥__ 42-.%1202
T 2nd Lt. Tanner John R.
CP e "Bl Tk, McDaniel Robert P
B ot 2nd Lt. Strom Kenneth L.
B e 2nd Lt, Szungyi ~ John P.
RO -  g/8pt. Licouris William (NMI)
*ePH = 8/8ct. Cable —— Harvey of
BT - Sgt. Norris John B,
P Lo Bat. Staley Phillip C.
WG ~ 8at. Dangél Edward P.
RiG - Set. Francie Raymand . 08
*PLAYE
Bl
CF -
. (R
ER S
RC -~
L A L
BT -
¢ -
NG -
Eebiler Somlatg,gusher of Atrerors
<.

— it

A.8.N.

0-0801940
0-0801578
0-0805189
0-406409
11055299
16046687
20429315
12190382
18150617
37315748

0-82737

| 0-7483%28

0=T750174

- 0-T49917
39193489

38294097

12158528

31152069
35394658
34425600

0-803901
0-687317

. 0-690690
. 0-749656
. 39691322

39331286
14093939
39151077
30251499
39038724

. BOUADRON

612th
i

1"
"
"
n
"
i
It
"

612th
n
n
"

"
"

k-5

612th
"
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,FJ[ 1 i.f {‘LX’
C.G. 18T BOMB DIV, AND 94TH COMBAT WING. ——

C.0. 4018T BOMB GP, (H).

TELETYPE A

THE 401ST BOMB GP FLEW HIGH BOX POSITION IN THE 94TH COMBAT WING
WHICH WAS FIRST IN THE COMBAT FORCE. APPROXIMATELY 50-75 E/A SEEN.
FOUR DEFINITE ATTACKS BY E/A INPORMATION REPORTED, FRIFNDLY FIGHTER
SUPPORT OF P-47's AND P-38's, NUMBER UNKNOWN, REPORTED COVER ONLY
FAIR OVER TARGET AREA. EIGHT E/A CLAIMED DESTROYSD, FOUR A/C DEP-
INITELY REPORTED BOMBING SECOMDARY TARGET, COGNOC, AT 1245 HRS., FROM
19,300 FEET. ONE A/C REPORTED BOMBING P/T THRU 10/10's COVERAGE.
W0 A/C REPORTED BOMBING UNKNOWN ATRDROME., REMAINING A/C, TARGETS
UNKNOWN AND UNREPORTED AS YET. ALL A/C RETURNING, LANDED AWAY, WITH
EXCEPTIONS OF TWOCRASHES. |

091 - MILDEN HALL

077 - KNETTISCHALL

069 - GREAT ASHFIELD

193 - MOLESWORTH

904 - KEVIL

809 - WATERBEACH

089 ~ DOMMNAM MARCKET

084 - MARHAN

087 - TTBSERMAN

202 - NUT HAMPSTEAD

226 - NEW MARKET

507 - WARMWELL

856 - TEBBERMAN

037 - BURY S® EDMUNDS

846 - FRAMHINGHAM

881 - KIEVAL .
820 ~ LEISTEN

EXXEE TWO EXK CAUSUALTIES DEFINITELY
§#064. 878GT. LICOURIS, RO, A/C #202.

INTENSE FLAK OVER SECOMDARY TARGET COGNAC. VERY ACCURATE. BOX
BARRAGE RIGHT IN MIDDLE OF FORMATION., RED FLASHES WITH BLACK SMOKE,
ALTITUDE 19,300 FEET. EAST OF BORDEAUX, ASSUMED TO BE PRIMARY TARGET,
FLAK OBSTRVED MEARGER, DEFLECTION GOODe ALTITUDE 19,300 PEET., 18

FLAK SHIPS REPORTED TO BE FIRING OFF FRENCH COAST. LOCCATED SOUTH OF
BREST FENSULIA, PINPOINT UNKNOWN. TWO REPORTD OF GROUND ROCKETS
USED. OVER COCGNAC BIG RED FLARE OBSTRVED IN MIDDLE OF FLAK. VERY
UNUSUAL.

T™WO A/8 REPORTED LOST #770 AND #064. A/C #064 POUND WITH CO-P BODY
THREBE MILES OFF 8T. CATHERINE ISLE OF WHITE. NO WORD OF REMATNED OF
CREW. PLANE RECKAGE FOUND IN WATER, WITH NO IDENTIPING NUMBER,
#770 OBSERVECD BY THIS GROUP TO EXPLODE OVER TARGET, REPORTED THREE
CHUTES OFENED.

KNOWN. LT. DOCKENDORFF CP,

m:/cfmaa;mﬂnammmm BATLED OUT ALL
SAFE. A/C #1068 L8ST AL! INSTRUMENTS. CRASH NEAR WERE. A/C #1198

RAN OUT GAS. CRASH NEAR XXKNRKRRMN KIMBOLDTON. CREW INTERROGATED



AVAY.

8«6, BATTLE DAMAGE CATEGORY UNKNOWN. THREE PLAYES ONLY REPORTED FIGHTER
DAMAGE COMPLETE REPORT NOT YET RECEIVED.

8«6 WNIL.

8-7. PRIMARY TARGET COVER 10/10's CLOUDS. OBSTRVED BOMBING RESULTS SECOR-
DARY TARGET GOOD. BOMB HITS OBSERVED ON RUNWAYS. SMOKE AND FLAMES
- SEEN ON SOME BUILDINGS.

§-8. FIGHTER COVER OF P-47's AND P-38's FATR. LOCATION OF FIGHTER SUPFORT
AS YET UNKNOWN, EECEPT GENERALLY OVER TARGET ARRA.

8-9, 22 A/C DISPATCHED; ONE BOMBED PT; FOUR DEFINITERY BOMBED SECONDARY;

TWO BOMBED UNKNOWN AD; TWO A/C RETURRED BARLY; ONE JETTTSONED BOMBS
UNKNOWE. CROS:/ED ENGLISH COASH AT 1034 HRS, AT }6,500 FT. OVIR FRENCH
COAST AT 1156 HRS. LOCATION UNKNOWN A8 YBT. ' SECONDARY TRGET

1245 ER3. POUR A/C DEFINITELY BOMBING SECONDARY TARGET; ONE REPORTED
BOMBING PT; TWO REPORTED BOMBING UNKNOWN AD. REMAINDER OF TARGETS
UNKNOWN., ONE A/C REPORTED PETTISONED LOCATION . REMAIN-
BER OF BOMB DESPITION UNKNOWN., TWO A/C RETURNED BARLY. c # 1116

HAD BROKEN OIL LINE #3 ENGCINE. TURNED BACK TWENTY MILES SOUTH OF BASE,
A/C #1033 OXYOEN SYSTEM BROKEN IN BT. TURNED BACK AT NOTTINGHAL REPORT
STILL UNCOMPLETE.,
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HEADQUARTERS
40lst BOMBARIMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Staff Weather Officer
AFO 63’}-’ U.5. Army

31 December 1943
WEATHER INTERROGATION SIIMARY FOR MISSION OF 31 DECEMBER 1943

TAKE-OFF: 0725. 3/10 stratus, base 3000'., Visibility 2 miles. Surface wind
290 degrees at 11 mph.

ROUTE OUT: 8-10/10 cumulus, tops 10,000'. 1-2/10 cirrus at about 25,000'.
Visibility 20 to 25 miles.

TARGET: 1252. 10/10 cumulus, tops 8-10,000' over primary target. 0-3/10 tu~
mulus, tops 8000', to N, S, and E of primary target and mr seccndu'y
target. Via:.'billty 20 to 25 miles.

RETURN ROUTE: 8-10/10 cwmulus, becoming 5-7/10 over channel, tops 8-10,000'.
1-2/10 cirrus at about 25,000's 8-10/10 altostratus and altocumulus
over Bastern Ingland, bases 6000'. Visibility 20 to 25 miles.

BASE AT TDME OF DIVERSION: 10/10 altostratus and altocumulus, base 6-7,000'.
Visibility 800 yards. Surface wind 250 degrees at 13 muphe

REMARKS: Heavy, persistent contrails from P-47s at 22-25,000'. No contrails
from bombers at 18,000'. Ieing in the form of clear ice at 8,000'
while coming down through altostratus over Eastern England.

Ol B e e

ARTHUR B. STREET
O.Ptain; A Ce
Staff Weather Officer
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OPERATIONAL ROUTE FORECAST reroo
4 Hq S0S USAPP 213:90“:15221 i
Amnses %o inglish coast |B Eaciieh opaak, fp Tareet|C s [D
|
Partly Partly cloudy becoming |Partly cloudy with Hasze
WEATHER | Cloudy with Hase ddout with B %90 %
2 1=3/10 stratocumuilus base 1-2/10 Stratocumulus Bese| 1=3/10 Stratocumilus
2=3000 Fto tops 4=5000 ¥t} 2-3000 Tops 4=5000 Fto £Base 2-3000 FtoTops
becording 6-8/10 Stratocumjus 45000 Pto
base 2000 Tﬂp' IP'GO’OO Fto
by Mid Chamnel fzg:gaing
landfall to
CLOUDS Gtm..on lus in Target Area basg
2000 Tops G- 8000 Pte
1=3/40 High Girrus Apove
X 25000 Ptoin Target Areac
Similer on Retwrnc
000 » | 2000 Ptorising to 6000 F%o .
ICING Sﬁg‘t’e}{ﬁ it Lovering on return 0 e« IAght i
. 1.1«.‘-2 %ﬂ;dgugalmomlly 1 Hl
2=15 ° 5 -2 N
VIBIBIUTY 1-2)Hiles at coasto 35 Wiles 3 e s
HEIGHT DIRECTION VELOCITY |DIRECTION VELOCITY |DIRECTION VELOCITY [DIRECTION
g&f';—cz—mm %35 NGFth To 1 N S VELOCITY
— Q10 15 Plus 5
5000 FT 350 35 360 20 - 2
0000 FT | 380 50 360 20 Minus 3
15000 FT | 340 65 360 30 13
20000 FT 340 75 360 30 2
25000 FT | 310 g5. 360 35 36
30000 FT | 340 25 360 40 ey 48 |
30..2 - TARGET SURFACE TEMP.L" °  TARGET MEAN . o
RASE ALTIMETER SETTING TEMR. AT 20 FT.__ T TARGET SURFACE (PRESSURE-ALT)——
g |
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HEADQUARTERS
| 401 8T BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
/ Office of the Engineepring Officer
/ Station 128

‘QP .ot 05‘
7 January 1544

SUBJECT: Supplementary Combat Mission Report.
TO H Groq’ Operations, Btltloi 128.

1. The following battle 4 was sustained by
A/C No. 42-31202 on the mission of 31 December 1943 and
not previously reported for the reason that A/C was away
from home station.

Heavy flak damage to right wiag near fuselage
and tra&ling ;:go. minor struc ’
flap contro and fuel line d. Large
flak hole in top of left wing near fuselage
and tra&llng edge. Cal. .30 hole in top of
left wing, behind No. 2 Naeelle, fuel tank

ed. Cal. .30 hole through left wing tip,
causing structural damage. Cal. .30 hole
thr rear of radio hatch frame. OCal. .30
hol h left horizontal stabilizer,
du;!tng elevator and structure of stabilizer.
2" flak hole in leading edge of r. wing,
below No., 4 oil cooler. Several flak holes
through left side of fuselage, at radio com-
partment.

CHARLES W, HUNT,
lst Lt., Air Corps, .
Group Engineering Officer.
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HEADQUARTERS
401ST BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Engineering Offilcer
Atation 128

A.P,0, 634
3 Jgamy 1944

SUBJECT ¢ plementary Miesion Summary Report.
( Mission of 31 December 1943)

TO ¢ Group Operations, Station 128,

1, Battle Damage.

% 42-30865 - Several flak holes through skin of
wings, flap trol rod damaged. Two flak holes in top of
right horizontal stabilizer, near leading e and fuselage.
L-ft landing light lens broken by flak. 1 flak hole in
.d!l of right u:,. to left of No. 4 Nacelle. BSmall
mn: hol under side left horizontal stabilizer, near
leading . Flak hole in bottom of No. 3 Nacelle, omrm
damage to fairing and cooling duet, Small
hnh in left n fuselage, above Navigator's window.
3" flak hole through right side of fuselage, above Ball
Turret. Flak damage to Vertical Stabilizer, hole in skin
and de-icer boot torn.

CHARLES W. HUNT,
lst Lt., Adr Corps,
Group Engineering Officer,
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HEADQUARTERS
BTATION NO, 128
ATO 634

1 Janusary, 1944
SUBJECT: Mission Summary Report

T0 ! @Group Operations, Otation 128

1. Adortives.

&, Alrplane No, 42-31033 returned esrly aeccount of
broken o:xgon lines.

b. Airplsne No., 42-31118 returned early for the reason
thst the turbo oil supercharger regulator line came loose,

2. Battle Damage.

i. 4231226 - Numgrous flsak holes through skin of wings,
no struet

l::go Flsk domage to left side of Chin Turret,
fairing torn; 1 flak hole in under s:.de of fuselage, near nose

section; Small flak hole in fuselage, to right of escape hatch;
Flak hole in right bomb bay door; sanll flak holes through
left horizontal etabilizer; Flak hole through right horizontal
atabilizer; near leading edge; Flak hole through right elevator;
Flsk hole through vertiecsl stabilizer; Small flsk hole in sxin
of fuselsge, in rront of pilot's windshield:; Flak hole in # 1

ring cowl; Flak to de-ie¢er boot and skin of levding edge,
left wing, between # 1 and # 2 engines: Flak hole in # 4 ring cowl,

b. 42-3807 - Numerous flek holes in shin of wing
etrycturel damage to internal meambers. Flak hole through nlu-udo
and out top of fuselage snd inte vertical stabilizer, damaging
eontrel cable, Cal, 30 hole ¢ left i1s side of fuseleoge, to
rear of walst position, Cal 30 hole through left eside of fuselage
into radio comaprtment, au.-gl radio e ulpment;. Chin turrot :
fair orabked by tlal{ le tw left bomb

# 5 bu dsmaged, flap uuml broken; Two smal ﬂ.nk holu
in top of fuselage, above radio oo-pn'tmt: Flak hole in leading
edge of vertical stebiliger, bulkhead deamaged. Cel.30 hole through
right horizontal stebilizer, near leading edge; # 2 ring cowl dama-
gedj by flek; Right landing light lens cracked by flak.

’i 42-31090 - Plexiglas section of Upper Turret broken
by flak; ak hole in # 3 ring cowl; 2" flak hole in top of
right horizontsl stabilizer, near tip, light internal damage.

4. 42-39820 - 2" X 4% flek hole in lesding edge of left
wing, near fuselage,
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SUBJECT: Mission Summary Report. (continued)

.42-30846 - Small flak hole in right side of fuselage,
below trailing edge of horizontal etabilizer; Small flak hole in
right side of fuselage, to rear of waist position; Two small flak
holes through left olevator.

+42-37809 - Left alleron torn by flak; Flak hole in under
side of right tils. near tip; Two small flak holes in top of right
wing to 1 f # 4 nacelle;

+42-31069 - Right tire cut and lnnagol by flak; Two
flak holes in # 1 ring cowl.

.42-31091 - Several flak holes in # 3 nacelle, WNMixture
control cable cut and several sablqcs frayed; Vacuum Separator in righ
wheel well hit by flask; Flak hole in left side of Upper !urroti :
Small flek hole in under side of left wing, to left of # 1 nacelle;
Flak hole in top of fuselage, behind pilot's compartment; Small flak
hole in to,. of right wing, near trailing edge; Flak hole in top of

fuselege, to right of radio hatch.

1.42-51077 - Flek hole through s<in of left ttn‘. near tip;
Flak hole in under side of left wing, near tralling ; Flek
hole in # 2 ring cowl; Flak holes in # 1 and # 3 nacelles; Flek
hole in under side of fusehage, near nose seoction; Flak hole
through left Bomb Bay Door, oxygen line cut, vacuum line to de-icer
boots severed, electric wiring cut; Cal 30 holes through upper part
of fuselage, to rear of radio compsrtment; Two emall flak holes in
top side of right wing, near trailing edge; Small flak hole in
leading edge of leftwing, to left of # 1 engine; Cal 30 hole in
right side of fuselage, forward of walst position.

TOTAL NO MAJOR MINOR BY FLAK
DAMAGE  DAMACE M & FIOHTER

9 o 9 7 e .

CH/RLES W, HUNT
1lst Lt., Ailr cﬁl‘pil
@Group Engineering Officer
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