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Bel7 Fickname socoeees
SQUAdYON esscoesceens Bl3th,
Code Letters eceeeeees Il
Serial Number ..ceeee 42=102647

CTeVWw esesseee LTe F.H, Windhan Pilot
Lt De¥. Ferguson Eel oho Co-pilot
Lte CeTe Floto Jr. ~ Navigator
Lt A.de Kelito Dombardier
S/3zt.D.B« Johnson K.I.t. TRadio
S/82t.R¥. Rittmair Eng/Top Te.
3/S5zt.L.A. Hihalich KeIoho Ball Turrct
3s5t. J.G. Garcia ZeloAe Waist Gunner
Set. Ciohisohrelen Jaist Gunner
5/85gbsr i@, thiller K.I.A. Tail Gunner

Thig Fortress was lost on 28th. May, 1944, on the
nission to Dessau. , :

They were on the second run over the target and
neer the I.P., when they were hit by a flak burst, which
knocked out FNo. 5 engine and killed the co-pilot, Lt.

D.P. Ferguson.,

Two single-engined enemy fighters then made alter-
nate passes at the plane until it pulled out of the form-
ation and dropped about 3,000 feet below them,

Within a few minutes $/Sgt. Johnson, S/Sgt. Mihalich,
S/Sgt. Niller and Sgte Garcia were either dead or very
seriously injured, and, with the oxysen sysitem knocked out, .
the rest of the crew were suffering from annoxia and were
only semi-conscious.,.

Lt, Windham geve the order to bail out but onliy half
of the crew were able to make it to the escape hatches,
and five of them went down with the ship. It crashed at
Tiemeck, 12 km west of “Yreunbrietzeu, at 140% hrs, and the
Luftwaffe reported it as 99% damaged.

The five crew members that died were bur«ed on
the following day st the Niemeck Cemetery.

The other membero of the crew were all captured by
the following day of the crash. Lt, Melito was caught on
the Belzig-Borme railway; S/Sgt. Rittmaier was captured
at Bergholz, 6 km south of Beldlg; Lt. Flotoe was taken
prisoner at Raedigke; Sgte Irelan made it as far as the
forest at :1uenburg§and Lt. Windhanm was taken with Lt. Floto.
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RNERAL ALLISON C. BROOKS, U.S5.A.F.
RED 1s8®. JULY 1971.

tenersl Brooks was born in Pitisburgh, Pa., onm June 26, 1917.
He attended hizh school in Pasadena, Calif., and earned his
bachelor of science degree from the University of California,
BDerkeley, Calif., in 1938. le enlisted & year later as an
aviation cadet in the Army Air Corps and wvas graduated from
Yelly Field in 1940 with a commission as scecond Lieutenant
end his pilot wings.

His first assignment after rraduvation was as an instru-
ctor with the Air Training Command at Randolph Field, Tex.
In 194% he went overcseas to the Huropean "heater of Operations
as operations officer of the 40lst. Bombardment Group (THeavy).
In July 1944 he was assigned as executive officer and later as
femmander of the lst. Air Division Pighter Scouting Torce
which flew P=~51 aircraft. During Jorld War II he flew 65 combat
missions for a total of 310 hours in the B-17 and P=51 aircraft.
e participated in the campaigns of Mir Offensive Zuropg; Hor-
maendy; Northern France; Rhineland; Ardennes-~Alsace; and Central
LHUTOPCe

feneral Brooks was a graduate of the Air Command and
s+taff School and has served as an instructor in air operations
at the U.S. Army Command and %eneral staff College at Fort
Leavenworth, Kans. In 1951 he returned to Haxwell Air TForce
Base, Ala., as a student in the Adr War College.

neneral Brooks has been assigned to various units of
the ¥ilitary Airlift Command since June 1952 with the exception
of a one-year tour of duty from January 1964 +to liarch 1965, in
Southeast Asia as Deputy Conmmander, 2nd Air Division.

In June 1952 he was assigned as operations staff officer,
1500th Air Base Wing, at Pewntain Home Lir Force Base, Idaho.
He was assigned duties as Deputy Commander, 1602nd Air Trans-
port Wing, Turstenfeldbruck Air Base, Germany, in September
1952, In July 1955 he assumed command of the 1602nd Air Trans-
port Wing.

He returned to the United States in September 1955 and
was assigned to Headquarters Military Airlift Command, Andrevs
Air Force Base, ld., as Chief, Manpower and Organisation, and
in June 1957, he assumed duties as hAssistant Deputy Chief of
Staff for Operations. In August 1960 Generel Brooks was reass-
igned as Commander, 62nd Troop Carrier Wing, FeChord Air Force
BDase, Yash, In January 1964 he went to Tan Son Nhut Air Bese,
Lepublic of Vietnam, as Deputy Conmander, 2nd Alr Divisione.
During his tour of duty in Joutheast Asia, he flew 31 missions
in combat support operations.

In llarch 1965 he assunmed command of the Aerospacs Rescue
and Recovery Service (MAC) with headquarters at Orlando Air
Yorce Base, Fla. The headquarters was transferred to Scott
Air Force Rase, I11l., in 1968,
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teneral Brooks assumed duty as Deputy Director for Inspection
Services, 0ffice of the Aggistant Secretary of Defence (Admin-
istration), Washington, D.C., in April 1970.

‘ His military decorations include the Legion of lerit
With one oak leaf cluster, Distinguished Flying Cross with

two oak leaf clusters, Air Medal with eizht oak leaf clusters,
Soldier's ledal, Bronze Star Medal, Small Arms Bxpert Hark-
gsmanship Ribbon, and French Croix de Guerre. He was a conmand
pilot.




