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T —l~‘The*plme—ma—ﬂsing—in-tormtion_omnpozatipml_misBion when the ey
accident took place, The alrcraft had apprcadmtely 9,000 feet altitude and - 5
air speed. of about 115 H.P.H' o i
2, The'Flane VACLSRAY 1erehed Tioe the Tast to tne right and broke in -
mid air, _felling to the ground in two parts, : , 9
3. The cause of the adcident 14 widetirnined d ~consequently; respon- i
aibility ‘therefor cannot be ostabliahed. i = £
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SUBJECT: Findings of the Board on Aircraft Accident, - =

T0  + Commending Officer, AAF Station 117, AFO 557, U. S, Army.,

1. Upon investigation of.the airplane sscident ocowring four (4)
i3 miles west of Downham Market, Cambridgeshire, England, at 0900 hours, 11 April
R 1944 to B-17G, 142-31083, the board is unable to determine the cause of the
accident, g i 4 PRt o
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STATEMENT COF: William F, Eva.na, I2nd~"-L‘b-. ’ 0—69L353 5 Navigator.

-

: We wore flying along with the farmation a.bout n:Lm o'nlock at. about
mrtnmmﬁewwmmmou offs et
We were in the clouds only a few minutes when the ship swerved violently iy
to. t.he_lurt.__I_thcught_t.he\;pilot-uw—another—wingwtip*andAm -trylng-to T
avold-it,~"We then swerved more violently to the righti I then figured the -~ | e
plane was out of control and thought that the plane had broken in two. I
_had my chute on befare this., The last I saw of the bombadier, he was trying :
to put his chute on, We were going straight down, and the engines were a]l
running. very. fast, There did not appear-to-be-any fire in the wings,--
tried to get to the escape hatch, but everything at this point is very con- :
fused and-I.do not knew- iffI--got—outAthis_way.mI remember -looking down to
«» see if my chute was on, and noting that it was backmu'da. It opened with
soms help from me-and-a-moment-later-I-hit-the-ground,* I looked around to
/ see the plane coming down, the tail part 1anded way behind the ship and -
! ~mumbers of burning pieces were falling around.  There was a farmer near and
{ -I.tried to walk over to him, tut I was i‘eel:l.ng pretty ‘shaky. He got a car -

T L - ard took me to the hospital—I—did:r't‘feel—w‘e)q:lesionrarrd“m “elarn e
was glven, : a s e
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Ofﬁ.ce of the | Engi.nlering Oi'ticer

20 April 1944
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SUBJECT: Mid-Air Accident 42-31083 .,,er_“Efﬁ-,“‘ ST o Xt o g

1. B-17G, &2-31083, was ru.'Lly opera.tiona.l and in uxceptional]y good

‘condition t,ho morning or lf April, 1941;. uhgn, :Lt took-orf at U741 hourl.
2. The A,/C had been survicod with gaa and topped off atter preﬂight

3. The 'Cm Chief's Statement«-—#- = S sk

‘ T cert.iry that-A/C- 42-31083w(B-17G) was - fulhr serviced with fuel
(2700 gallons), and it was, to the -best. of my knowledgo, in opora.tional
condition. < : %y R
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of my kncmledge .

Le T certify the precading utatementa—to ‘be- truo -and- prociee to tho bogi;,--




