HBADQUARTERS 300TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
0ffice of the Intelligence Officer

2/, dugust, 1943

SUBJECT: Intelligence Report.
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3 Commanding Officer, 306th Bombardment Group (H).

Hot news

B~17 reported ditched at 50° 30' N, 00° 20'W,, 15 miles southeast of
Selsey Bill, B8everal radio operators reported position at 1902, Plane
stayed afloat one minute, Phoned to Wing st 2015, One B-17 seen to
turn back into French Coast st Point De Barfleur,

Narrative :

Route &8 briefed to Evreaux, then becauss of cloud our formation took
IP 8 miles North of that briefed and came across target at 135° magnetic
instead of 90°, Right turn off targst to Trouville,

. Bombing

Crews report hits on aiming point and on triangle of buildings at west
end, Pirst photos show concentration 1/8 mile to North and short,

Abortive
Nons.,

Encounters

¥o fighter opposition as far as 306th. Group's concerned. 10 to 15
ME 109's seen to attack low group Jjust before target, PL7 support
excellent and very close, Prectically every B-17 1n trouble on way
back had it's own P47 escort. ¥e have no claims,

A.A. Gun Pire
A.A, Gun Fire moderate over target but very ecocurate, 17 out of 18
planes in our formation having some damage., Appeared to be continucus

following,

Observations

At 1840 heading NW out of harbor, 3 big and 4 small ships seen at Le
Havre. 6 large silver 4/C took off field just before bombing. 30 to
LO barrage balloons reported at Trouville, Several exceptionally
large AAY bursts reported over target by thres crews,

Comment

Klette should be commended for superd handling of nis ship. Two

engines were knooked out by A.,A, Gun Fire before turget. A third
caught fire directly over the base, Klette put the fire out and

landed on one engine.
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Target, V]ILACOI'JBLAY

Route followed, :

Beachy Head to French coast W of St. Valery-en~Caux to Evreux to
Villacoublay to Auneaux to Trouville to Selsey Bill.

*

Visibility at Target (Any condensatioh trails?) Clear from IP to target.
Heavy cumlus at 21,000 just after target. Condensation trails over channel
to French coast. None at target. -

3.

No, of A/C over Tarpget,

18 4/c

Formation over tarset, with height of eaéh A/C; Thosé’A/C damaged by
Flak to be circled, and if seriously damaged, insert small "SY, If any
4/C shot down by Flak, say soi~

23000 .
239 Yy ‘ 129 428
407 ‘ 175 9629 ) 054 052
<524 169 49 263
25 26 487 280
5¢ General Axis of attack (from lead A/C if possible)
15° Mag. '
6. How long did formation fly straight and level befure bombing?
351
7. Turn after bombing, =
: : . 90° right turn - 15° pagk
8. Position of Group in relation to other Groups, -
. o ‘ Lead Group
9. Vhat evasive action was taken? Changed altitude 3000 after bambs away and
lazy § turns, ' ,

10, A short description of Flak en route (if any) and at the.Target, includ-
ing if possible a suggestion as to type of fire control employed - i,e,
Continuous following predicted concentrations, predicted barrages,. or
fixed barrages, - P .o e
VILLACOUELAY - heavy, black, moderate, accurate, continous following on

' lead Group, appéared to be predicted concentration on
following Group. - =~ ' ’ ‘
EVREUX- meager, inaccurate, small white bursts, about size of 20 M,
both above and below formation, scattered, single shots.
11, Any other Comments, Phenomena, etey- - - - ...

Several crews reported that some of the bursts over the target area were
larger than théy had ever seen before. One crew reported insmfficient
evasive action.
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INTRRHQGATION FORL

SQUADRON 3% (368 ) 3QucaaX  4/C Number 560 Letter ,"D Date_24/8/L3

Bémb Léad 12x500 _ H,E, Incend, Position in Formation
Time Teok 0ff /5 /) Time Landed Q207 X X *x X
1., HOT NEWS to be phoned in? Yes No : X i X * X . X *
T details: X . X X X x®
i CREW: Give Rank und Initials
(i prattioms S e " ot 10 welIRL, pti
Getalls) +2nd. LT, GORIS,G. Ce-P
o v2nd. LT, LEVY,J, Nav,
2nd. LT, RYAN,J. Bomb
$/SGT, NICHOLS,C. Radio

2, TARGET ATTACKED:

d ' [
Primary L~  Time:/ 4 042 2/SGT. GRIGGS,D, Top T,
e, #5 S/SGT. LESTER, P. Ball T,
Alternate Balghts > o
L?st Rest;rt Hosdng | 38~ s/sor. kT, ReMiaist
circle
Duration Bomb Run: SGT. BRENNAN, N. L.Waist
/o ~~s, ' $/SGT. CONNOL¥, L. Tail G4

3. Number of BOMBS dropped on target: M(Iat.tisoned: Returned: abortive:

be Observed RuiULTS (G BOMBING: (For this plane or others)

Own Bombs W ~A

Jsha: I'-."‘-‘l'.-]"""n*g-' W
5« Any Photographs taken: Yes?l/No? Any Nickels: Yes V(

Number boxes dropped
6. GROUND_TARGFTS ATTACKED BY GUNFIRE AND RESULTS: Number boxes returned

7o UIE:  (IL o' "rueac “han orvered) (If ABORTIVE give time, place,
ielgal OF tirn; pe:sea for returning early; and disposition

df@ﬁnbsw"q“fj T§ - 44 /\/m%

8, : (If it affoo’ sa mission) f lod et /""”‘ — Epveis,
. Euccuntered on way out, at target and on way home.
T Time Place  Feigat  Type (light, Color Location Accuracy
nf heavy), intense, of Bursts in re~
A/C moderate or bursts lation to A/C
I n slight,
Na»)_i ___i_ﬁdm'a “&}hﬂ@m\ /C‘ﬂM Asbows pnbecenis
pHiaagC Medtrnil™ o peensl Y
Wﬂ‘ i Ll N : : s

Crew observations about Flak: J20d4eti - % /é/r’vﬁ — 2Lt Pa.
el 6o V. L. P






